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PREFACE 


The objections which have been so unceasingly urged against the insti- 
tution of Freemasonry, excited in me, some years ago, a serious desire to 
obviate the general and vague charges of envy and prejudice, by some 
formal examination of the grounds on which they are founded. Since this 
duty has been impressed upon my mind, I have preached and printed 
many sermons in my official capacity of Provincial Grand Chaplain for the 
county of Lincoln, the tendency of all which has been chiefly directed to- 
wards this point But I find, that while I confine myself to answering 
peculiar objections, I am only applying a partial remedy to the evil. To 
stem the torrent which is opposed to us, and effectually to divert the course 
of its stream, is an undertaking of a more broad and extensive nature : and 
it is only from an 'exposition of the pure principles of the science, as it 
actually existed in the primitive ages of the world, that a correct idea of 
its beneficial tendency can be conveyed to the mind of those who look upon 
Masonry as another name for licentiousness and excess. 

An ancient manuscript, in the handwriting of King Henry the Sixth, 
gives the following definition of Masonry : “Ttt beeth the skylle of nature, 
the understondyuge of the myghte that ys hereynne; and its sondrye 
werckynges, sonderlyche, and skylle of reeteuynges, of waightea and 
metynges, and the true manere of faeonnynge al thynges for mannes use ; 
headlye, dwellynges, and buildynges of all kyndes, and al odher thynges 
that make gndde to manne.” The same manuscript, which was preserved 
in the Bodleian library; adds : “ Magonnes havethe alweys, yn everyche 
tyme, from tyme to tyme, oommnnycatedde to mankynde soche of her 
seorettcs as generallycbe myghte be usefulle ; they hauethe keped backe 
soche alleine as shulde be harmfulle yff they corned ynn euylle haundes. 
Magonnes love eidher odher myghtylye, and yt may not odherwise be: for 
gude menne and true, kennynge eidher odher to be snob, doeth always love 
the more as thay be more good/ 9 * 

It is truly said that Masonry unites mankind in the indissoluble bonds 
of sincere affection; and if its nature and origin be minutely considered, it 
will produce a perfect conviction, that when its fundamental principles are 
strictly adhered to, it cannot possibly be otherwise. It is not simply prac* 

* The whole of this MS., with annotations by our countryman the learned Mr. 
Locke, is published in Preston’s “Illustrations of Masonry Hutchinson’s “Spirit ol 
Masonry,” and other Masonic works. 
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tic&l or operative, bat speculative or spiritual Masonry tbat produces this 
desirable consummation. Our ornaments, furniture, and jewels are all 
highly emblematical of some greater and more noble purpose, than the 
use to which they might be applied as instruments of labor; and in this 
view it is, that though the light may shine brilliantly amidst the darkness, 
yet it is evident that the darkness comprehendeth it not. 

I cannot but think (and ' I say it with the utmost deference, as it involves 
some of the most refined and honorable feelings of human nature) that the 
doubts of conscientious brethren, respecting the propriety of committing 
Masonic investigations to writing, have tended to impede the study of 
Masonry, and have prevented the science from carrying that conviction 
which an opposite practice would have commanded. 

It is true we enjoy every benefit derivable from oral communication, yet 
very great numbers of worthy and good Masons, residing at a distance 
from the metropolis, remain perfectly ignorant of the progress of Masonry 
in the darker ages of the world. This is an evil to which the Grand 
Lodge is fully empowered to apply a remedy. Annual prise essays on 
Masonic subjects, the establishment of a respectable periodical magazine,* 
under the immediate auspices of the Grand Lodge, or even private encour- 
agement or patronage to literary Masons, which our noble and royal 
brethren are well competent to afford, would create a stimulus in defence 
of the order, which might produce the most beneficial results to Masonry ; 
and would certainly be a powerful and efficient means of removing a por- 
tion of the unmerited disrespect which is systematically cast upon us by 
the uninitiated. 

I am by no means prepared to admit the policy of these scruples gene- 
rally, which, indeed, appears to have been a matter of regret to all good 
Masons, whose sentiments we have any opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with. Dr. Anderson, who wrote the History of Masonry by the command 
of the Grand Lodge, and whose book was approved, both in manuscript 
and print, by two separate decisions of that body,f laments that “ several 
valuable manuscripts concerning the fraternity, their lodges, regulations, 
charges, secrets, and usages, particularly one written by Mr. Nicholas 
Stone, the Warden under Inigo Jones, vccre too hastily burnt by some scru- 
pulous brothers, that those papers might not fall into strange hands.” J 
And to this the editor of the latest edition affixes a note, approved also by 
the Grand Lodge, in which he says, “ the rash act above related may be 
ascribed to a jealousy in these over-scrupulous brethren, that committing 
to print anything relating to Masonry, would be injurious to the interests 

* This desideratum has been supplied by the establishment of the Freemason’* 
Quarterly Review' ; a periodical which has realized my most sanguine anticipations, 
by becoming the accredited organ of the craft in every quarter of the globe. 

t March 25, 1722, and Jan. 17, 1723. 

JEdit 1784, p. 207. 
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of tfac craft: but surety tuck an act of fefo dt m could not proceed from zeal 
according to knowledge V 9 

I admit that there are many things in Masopry which require to be 
sedulously concealed, and even derive a superior value from such conceal- 
ment; but I must contend that great advantages would accrue from placing 
the general truths of Masonry before the world, connected as they are with 
the fundamental principles of religion; that thinking men, though not 
admitted amongst us, may possess the means of investigating our preten- 
sions, without being able to unravel the web in whose meshes our peculiar 
secrets are carefully enfolded. 

In this work the light actually shines in darkness. I have blended the 
whole theory with the history of Masonry so minutely, that the most pene- 
trating eye cannot discover a peculiar secret without the legitimate key ; 
and that key is — Initiation. I do not profess to reveal the secrets of 
Masonry, or to convey any improper knowledge to those who are not dig- 
nified with the name of Brother ; nor have I any wish to be needlessly 
technical, or to involve the subject more deeply in mystery than its nature 
demands; my only desire is to place Masonry on tenable ground as a sci- 
ence, and to lend my feeble aid, in the hope of wiping off the opprobrium 
too frequently attached to its practice by those who, not devoid of candor 
in other respects, join inconsiderately in the cry against Masonry, without 
reflecting on its claims, at least to respect, if not to praise and veneration. 
It is not a proselyting system ; it is not made up of plots and conspiracies 
against peaoe and social order; it interferes with no other institution, 
moral or religious ; nor does it take any part in the disputes and broils 
which periodically agitate and enfeeble the ecclesiastical or political world. 
These negative merits should entitle Masonry to some degree of considera- 
tion ; at least they should protect it from that thoughtless and indiscrimi- 
nate censure with which it is too frequently overwhelmed. Its positive 
merits I do not press here, as they will be copiously unfolded in the fol- 
lowing pages, and will show that our employment is neither puerile nor 
ridiculous ; but that it consists in critical investigations of human science, 
history, and religious truth, enlivened by the sweet influences of social 
converse and mutual communication of happiness. 

Without descending to minute particulars, this may be illustrated in a 
few words. The well-known symbols of Masonry are the square and 
compasses, which convey the abstract means and end of the science in the 
most clear and comprehensive manner. The whole system of man’s moral 
and social duties lies on a level , so far as relates to his commerce with this 
world ; but his duties to God rise into a perpendicular , which united em- 
blems form a perfect square. And hence the propriety of that ornament 
to decorate the chief governor of the craft, as it points out the high respon- 
sibility which rests upon him, not only to teach, but also to perform the 
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groat duties which we owe to God and man.* The < OMPAftSES not only 
describe the widely-extended circle of Masonic benevolence, but also repre* 
sent the boundless power and eternal duration of the Creator and Governor 
of the universe. And thus it is clear that practical Masonry, in its most 
extended sense, is but a line extending from the beginning to the end of 
time, while $pccylativc Masonry is^a sphere without dimensions; it fills all 
space, extends through all extent; its centre is everywhere, and its circum* 
ference no where ; for Masonry is the only order amongst mankind whose 
beginning and end are equally involved in darkness. For as practical 
human Masonry comprehends the whole human race, wherever they may 
be dispersed under the wide canopy of heaven, in one great scheme of social 
benevolence, so speculative, divine Masonry, comprehends the whole Crea- 
tion, from the meanest of God’s works, through the progressive scale of 
being, and the peopled regions of unlimited space, to the heavenly man- 
sions of eternal day. 

I have endeavoured, in the following disquisitions, to define these two 
essential parts of Masonry as minutely as possible, because their separation 
led to errors of the most deplorable and fatal nature, introduced idolatry, 
with all its attendant train of defilements, amongst mankind, and offered 
sacrifices to the spirits of darkness on altars stained with human gore. In 
successive ages of the world, Masonry alternately emitted a brilliant lustre, 
or shrunk into obscurity, as the varying shades of a deteriorated worship 
might preponderate, or casually give way before the effulgent blare of 
truth. The five Periods which I have selected for illustration, have been 
equally distinguished by the Practice of Masonry, considered in the per- 
fect union of its operative and speculative forms. This union is essential 
to Masonry; and the component parts of each are so blended in all its 
disquisitions, that they can only be separated by a total renunciation of 
onr belief in the existence of a God, and the consequent, rejection of the 
doctrine of a future state. And these results did always follow the unna- 
tural severing of operative and speculative Masonry. 

* One of the charges of Masonry, which is recited by the master immediately sub- 
sequent to the initiation of every candidate, contains the following earnest exhorta- 
tion >— 

“ As a Mason, I would first recommend to your most anxious contemplation the 
volume of the Sacred Law, charging you to consider it as the unerring standard of 
truth and justice, and to regulate your actions by the divine precepts it contains 
Therein you will be taught the important duties you owe to Goo. your nrigiibor, 
and yocbsblp. To God, by never mentioning His name but with that awe and 
reverence which are due from the creature to his Creator; by imploring His aid on 
all your lawful undertakings, and by looking up to Him in every emergency lor 
comfort and support To your neighbor, by acting with him upon the square ; by 
rendering him every kind office which justice or mercy may require ; by relieving 
his distresses, and soothing his afflictions; and by doing to him as in similar cases 
you would wish him to do to you. And to yourself, by such a prudent and well- 
regulated course of discipline as may best conduce to the preservation of your cor- 
poreal and mental faculties in their fullest energy; thereby enabling you to exert the 
talents wherewith God has blessed you, as well to His glory as to the welfare of your 
fellow-creatures.” 
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Time Periods occupy a space of three thousand years; and I have 
selected them for illustration, because it is generally believed that Masonry 
took its rise at the building of King Solomon’s Temple. To show that 
Masonry existed in its most perfect form before that event, is a sufficient 
refutation of the opinion. It is true the building and history of that most 
celebrated edifice furnish matter for illustrations of great interest among 
us, which spring from various causes, and particularly as the two grand 
divisions of Masonry, which had been long separated, became re-united at 
that period, and the art was consequently revived, and shone in its full 
lustre. A new arrangement of the system was at this time rendered ne- 
cessary by the occurrence of a most melancholy event ; which arrangement 
Masonry retains to this day. 

The attempt which I have made, how imperfect soever, to vindicate 
Masonry from the sneers of erudition, and the irreverent sallies of wit, 
may induce others, possessing greater leisure and more extensive means of 
information, to take up the pen in her behalf. The incessant attention 
which the more weighty and indispensable duties of my profession demand, 
has left me little time for deep and elaborate research. What I have pro- 
duced is the mere offspring of relaxation; and if it should stimulate others 
to pursue the same track, my purpose will be fully accomplished: for 
Masonry, the more it is examined, the more beautiful it becomes ; and, like 
the purgation of a precious metal, it rises from each successive ordeal 
with renewed claims to our admiration from its augmented brilliancy and 
worth. 

Masonry has no point, partf or secret, which does not illustrate 9ome 
valuable truth, or recommend some amiahla precept of religion. The fur- 
niture of our pedestal plainly intimates that the object of all our researches 
is the glory of God ; the end of all our illustrations, happiness in a future 
state. The many dignified names* which grace our annals, sufficiently 

* The following chronological list of Grand Masters and Patrons, from the time 
of the Anglo-Saxons, will be a decisive testimony that the order contains nothing 
repugnant to civil or religious liberty : — 

A.D. 

507 Austin the monk. 

680 Be line t, Abbot of Wirrall. 

856 St Swithin, 

872 King Alfred. 

000 Ethred, Prince of Mercia. 

928 Athelstane. 

957 Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

1 ( >41 Edward the Confessor. 

] 066 Gondulph, Bishop of Rochester. 

1 100 Henry I. 

1135 Gilbert de Clare, Marquis of Pembroke. 

1 155 The Grand Master of the Templars. 

1 199 Peter de Colechurch. 

1216 Peter de Rupibus, Bishop of Winchester, 

1272 Walter Gitfhrd, Archbishop of York. 

1307 Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter. 

1327 Edward 111. 
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prove that oar institution is of the most social and beneficial tendency. No 
age has exceeded tho present in the extent of its illustrious patrons, who 
dare not stoop to sanction vice, or lend their influence to the promulgation 
of fraud and deception. The Royal Brothers, united in our behalf, afford 
an irresistible evidence that we are not guilty of disloyalty or treason ; and 
the universal diffusion of Masonry at this day proclaims to the rest of man- 
kind, that its pedestal is Religion; its shaft, Morality; and its capital, 
Virtue: the whole surmounted by a beautiful entablature of universal 
Charity; that it strongly incites us to “ honor all men, to love the brother- 
hood, to fear God, and to honor the king/* 

Such a system, which occupies a situation at least equally ehvated with 

1357 William a Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester 
1375 Simon Langham, Abbot of Westminster. 

1377 William a Wykeham, again. 

1400 Thomas Fitz Allen, F.arl of Surrey. 

1413 Henry Chichely, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

1443 William Waynfleet, Bishop of Winchester. 

1471 Richard Beauchamp, Bishop of Salisbury. 

1500 The Grand Master of the order of St. John. Henry VII Patron. 

150*2 Henry VII. 

1515 Cardinal Wolsey. 

1530 Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex. 

1543 John Touchett, Lord Audley. 

1549 Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset 
1552 John Poynet, Bishop of Winchester. 

1560 Sir Thomas Sackville. 

1567 Sir Thomas Gresham, in the South. 

1507 Francis Russell, Earl of Bedford, in the North. 

1580 Charles Howard, Earl of Effingham. 

1588 George Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon. 

1603 King James I., Patron. 

Inigo Jones, Grand Master. 

1618 William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke. 

1625 King Charles I. 

1630 Henry Danvers, Earl of Danby. 

1633 Thomas Howard, Eail of Arund»l. 

1635 Francis Russell, Earl of Bedford. 

1636 Inigo Jones, again. 

1643 Henry Jcrmyn, Earl of St. Albans. 

1666 Thomas Savage, Earl of Rivers. 

1674 George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. 

1679 Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington. 

1685 Sir Christopher Wren. 

1698 Charles Lenox, Duke of Richmond. 

Sir Christopher Wren, again. 

1717 Anthony Sayer, Esq. 

1718 George Payne, Esq. 

1719 Dr. Desaguliers, 

1720 George Payne, Esq., again. 

1721 John, Duke of Montagu. • 

1722 Philip, Duke of Wharton. 

1723 The Duke of Buccleugh. 

1724 The Duke of Richmond. 

1725 The Earl of Abercorn. 

1726 William O’Brien, Earl of Inchiquia. 

1727 Lord Coleraine. 

1*728 Lord Kingston. 

1-729 Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 
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iHT human institution, is calculated to expand our benevolence, to extin- 
guish animosities, and to destroy all unimportant differences amongst man- 
kind. This, indeed, is the true cement and intention of Masonry, which 
embraces all the graces and perfections of holiness ; unites mankind in the 
strictest bonds of amity, as children of a common parent; and incessantly 
urges them to ask that they may have, to seek and they shall find, and to 
knock that the door may be opened unto them. And this is the conclu- 
sion that Masonry draws from all her illustrations : he who practises all 
the virtues thus recommended in faith, will rejoice in hope, be in perfect 
charity with all mankind, and finally receive a pass-word into the Grand 
Lodge above, where peace, order, and harmony eternally preside. 


1731 Lord Lovel. 

1732 Anthony Brown, Viscount Montacute. 

1733 The Earl of Strathmore. 

1734 The Earl of Crawford. 

1735 Thomas Thynne, Viscount Weymouth. * 

1736 John Cambell, Earl of Loudon. 

.738 H. Brydges, Marquis of Carnarvon. 

.739 Lord Raymond. 

.740 The Earl of Kinton. 

.741 The Earl of Morton. 

1742 John Ward, Lord Dudley and Ward. 

1745 James, Lord Cranstown. 

1747 Lord Byron. 

1752 John, Lord Carysfort. 

1754 Marquis of Carnarvon, again. 

1757 Sholto, Lord Aberdour. 

1762 Washington Shirley, Earl Ferrers. 

1764 Lord Blaney. 

1767 Henry, Duke of Beaufort 
1772 Robert Edward. Lord Petre. 

1777 George, Duke of Manchester. 

1782 H.R.H. Frederick, Duke of Cumberland. 

1790 H.R.H. George, Prince of Wales. 

1813 H.R.H. Augustus Frederic, Duke of Sussex, at the Union 
1843 The Earl of Zetland, Acting 
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PERIOD I. 


CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

On Masonic Tradition. 

“Thx true stress of tradition lies in an appeal to the common sense of 
all mankind. It is a reliance upon the testimony of men, considered as 
men, and not as persons of this or that people or persuasion, aotuated by 
principles implanted in that nature which the whole species partake of, and 
not influenced by the power of such as are peculiar to any particular com- 
munity or religion.”* 

On this principle have the traditions of Masonry been transferred from 
father to son, along with the knowledge of God’s eternal existence and the 
immortality of the soul. Before the time of Moses tradition could scarcely 
err, and that legislator modelled Masonry into so perfect a system', and 
circumscribed its mysteries by land-marks so significant and unalterable, 
that from him its transmission was little liable to perversion or error.f 


• Stanhope’s Boyle Lect 

t Howard thinks it extraordinary that every remarkable event which actually 
occurred in the infhncy of the world should have been accurately preserved by idola- 
trous nations, how widely soever they had departed from that peculiar people to 
whom the conservation of the antediluvian history was committed. A son of the 
first man was violently assaulted and slain by ^iis brother, as we are told by Moses. 
Accordingly, other nations have a corresponding tradition. Sanehoniatho has 
recorded that a son of Uranus was killed by his brothers. In Diodorus we find Hes- 
perian meets a similar fate ; and the Persian annals represent Siameck, the son of Ca> 
Amurath, the first king of Persia, as being killed by giants. (Thoughts on the 
Structure of the Globe, p. 229.) There is, however, nothing very extraordinary in 
the naked fact The outline of the history of the antediluvian world was known to 
the family of Noah, and consequently to their immediate descendants, the Cuthites 
of Shinar. And when the language was confounded, the memory of all the principal 
events would remain, and be transmitted by every tribe which wandered thence to 
people the distant parts of the earth. 
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The length of life, in the early ages of the world, was such, that oral tra- 
dition in general might be safely relied on, proceeding to Amram, the 
father of Moses, as it did, from Joseph, who received it from Isaac, who 
received it from Abraham, to whom it was communicated by Shem, who 
had it from Lamecb, and to Lamech it was revealed by Adam. The 
Samaritan Pentateuch makes the communication still more direct, by 
placing Adam as contemporary with Noah. 

Bishop Toraline inquires, with his usual jfenetration and judgment 
“ Could the grandchildren of Jacob be ignorant of their own pedigree, and 
of the time when they came into Egypt? Can we think that so many 
remarkable circumstances as attended the selling and advancement of 
Joseph could be forgotten in so short a time ? Could Jacob be ignorant 
whence hig grandfather Abraham came, especially as he lived so long in 
the country himself, and married into that branch of the family which was 
remaining there ? Could Abraham be ignorant of the flood, when he was 
contemporary with and descended from Shem, one of the eight persons 
who escaped in the ark ? Could Shem be ignorant of what passed before 
the flood, when Adam, the first man, lived so near the time of Noah? 
And could Noah be ignorant of the oreation and fall of man, when he was 
contemporary with those who conversed with Adam?”* 

Oral tradition is fairly admissible when its subject contains nothing im- 
probable or inconsistent with Scripture or. reason; and the traditions of 
Masonry, tried by this standard, will be possessed of irresistible claims to 
our belief. But in matters of religion, as we possess a book of revelation 
to regulate our faith and practice, it must be carefully rejected, because 
the Scriptures contain everything necessary to salvation ; and the passions 
and contending interests of men would induce such numerous perversions, 
as would place our hopes on too precarious a basis. A most remarkable 
instance of this perversion occurs in the extraordinary oblivion of God’s 
power and providences, as well as the degeneracy of man, which so rapidly 
succeeded the Deluge amongst the posterity of Ham. It appears from the 
testimony of Sanchoniatho, whom Eusebius and Theodoret speak of as an 
accurate and faithful historian, that in the time of Thotb, the son of Mix- 
raim, an acknowledgment of the power of God in the creation of the 
world, and of his vengeance against idolatrous pursuits displayed in the 
universal Deluge, was disallowed and prohibited. In his Cosmogony, 
which was professedly compiled from the records of the Cabin, the sons 
of (2v$ vx) Melchizedek or Shem, the production of the world is described 
as proceeding from a heterogeneous mixture of wind, air and mud, or 
putrefaction. After a visionary account of the creation, the secretaries of 
Thoth are wholly silent about the Deluge, which creates a suspicion that 
their silence is rather the effect of design than ignorance ; for they acknow- 
ledge that Cronus (Ham) was living after the death of his son Misor (Mix- 
rain)); and placed Thoth, the reputed author of these Records, on the 
throne of his father, in Egypt. Now as Ham was one of those who mira- 
culously escaped the general destruction, it can scarcely be supposed that 
he would conceal so remarkable an event from Thoth, who was his private 
and confidential adviser. But as they intended to erect them$elve9 into 
objects of divine adoration, f they erased that great event from their 

* EL of Theol., part 1, chap. 1. 

t ** Cronus begat on Rhea seven sons, the youngest of which was consecrated a god 
as soon as he was born !” — Sanch. *'n Euteb. de Prmp. 1. 1., c. 10. This infant deity, 
acccnling to the best authorities, was Muth, whom the Phoenicians call Pluto. 
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Records, lest mankind should be confirmed in their adherence to the true 
worship, by the recollection of so fearful a display of vengeance inflicted 
on the human race for idolatrous practices. 

The facts of the Creation, and the destruction of mankind by a general 
Deluge, were however too important to be buried in utter oblivion, even 
by apostate nations;* and, therefore, as they were unequivocal testimonies 
of God's infinite power and justice, they were hid under the impenetrable 
veil of mysteiy, which overshadowed the knowledge of the one true God . 
Thus the elevation of a ship formed a prominent ceremony in these mys- 
teries, which, though not explicitly applied to that event, could have no 
significant reference to anything but Noah’s salvation in the ark : and to 
iuvolve the subject still deeper in mystery and darkness, innumerable 
fables were invented and engrafted on the true account of that memorable 
occurrence, which perplexed even the Epoptee themselves ; and by directing 
their inquiries into a false channel, prevented a discovery of the truth. f 

Thus was the knowledge of this event obscurely transmitted in the 
heathen world. The Deluge was a circumstance, which, though omitted 
in the public records of many nations, was never wholly lost.]; Their 
theories were indeed much varied as to the attendant circumstances, but 
oral tradition was sufficient to preserve its memory alive. Not only the 
Egyptians, with all the caution of their early monarchs to suppress it, and, 
after them, the Grecians and Romans, § qpd all other nations who adopted 

‘The cosmogony of Hesiod is the most ancient system extant amongst the 
Greeks. He makes Chaos precede Earth,. Tartarus, and Love, and the father of 
Darkness and Night; who, in like manner, were the progenitors of Day and Ether. 
But Night was the mother of all obnoxious qualities, as Discord, Old Age, and Death. 
Then follows a series of complicated thcogonies, which it is far from my intention to 
follow, including numerous allegorical personages, blended with the record of wild 
adventure ; all of which have some remote symbolical reference to the process of 
creation, as it is described by Moses. 

t“ A coin of Philip the elder, which was struck at Apamea, or Cibotus, contained, 
on its reverse, an epitome of this history. The reverse of most Asiatic coins relates 
to the religion and mythology of the places Ihey were struck at. On the reverse of 
this coin is delineated a kind of square machine floating upon water. Through an 
opening in it afe seen two persons, a man and a woman, as low as the breast, and 
upon the head of the woman is a veil. Over this ark is a triangular kind of pedi- 
ment, on which there sits a dove; and below it another, which seems to flutter its 
wings, and hold in its mouth a small branch of a tree. Before the machine is a man 
following a woman, who, by their attitude, seem to have just quitted it, and have 
got upon dry land. Upon the Ark itself, underneath the persons there inclosed, is t c 
be read, in distinct characters, NOE.” — Bryant* Myth, 

JThus Becosus says: — Xisuthrus did not disobey the divine command, but built 
a vessel five furlongs in length, and two furlongs in breadth ; and having got all 
things in readiness, put on board his wife, children, and friends. After the flood was 
at the height, and began to abate, Xisuthnis let out certain birds (viz., a raven and a 
dove, Gen. viii., 7, 8,) which finding no place to rest on, returned again to the ship 
(vei*. 9.) After some days (viz., seven days, ver. 10,) he let out the birds again, but 
they came back to the ship a second time, having their feet daubed with mud (the 
dove with an olive branch m her mouth, ver. 11); but being let out the third time, 
th »y returned no more to the ship (ver. 12), whereby Xisuthnis undei stood that dry 
land bad appeared (ver. 13). Then be opened the side of the ship, and seeing that it 
rested on a certain mountain (the summit of Ararat, ver. 4), he went out of it with 
his wife, and daugoter, and puot ; and after he had worshipped the earth, and built 
an altar, and sacrificed to the gods (ver. 18-20), he, and those who went out with 
him, disappeared.’ 1 

$ Lucian is equally explicit He says — “ The rivers swelled and the sea rose to aa 
unusual height, until the whole earth was inundated ; and all living things perished, 
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their theology ; bat the Chinese, the Japanese, the Persians, the Hindoos, 
and even the Indians of North and South America, have abundant tbeoriefc 
sufficiently circumstantial to evince that they possess a traditional account 
of the Deluge of Noah.* 

Antediluvian Masonry depending in a great measure upon oral tradition, 
from the paucity of records ascending to these ages, some degree of conjee* 
ture must necessarilly be used ; but these conjectures, at ml times, how- 
ever distinguishable from fact, being founded on the strongest and most 
irrefragable supposition, will amount to nearly the same thing as direct 
proof. 

The knowledge of the ancient philosophers was all traditionary. Even 
Pythagoras and Plato, eminent as they were in those dark ages, can 
scarcely be said to have broken the trammels* and delivered anything but 
what they received on the authority of others ; for it was an industrious 
and indefatigable collection of ancient traditions which distinguished them 
from the rest of the world. 

Tradition ought to be received as genuine, when the parties delivering 
it are not suspected of being themselves deceived, or of a wish to deceive 
their successors. And this may be presumed of the Hebrew Patriarchs, 
through whom alone Masonry is asserted to have been truly transmitted ; 
for its deterioration and ultimate oblivion amongst idolaters is unequivo- 
cally admitted. But if the Patriarchs believed Masonry to contain some 
truths inseparably connected with their religion, it is scarcely possible to 
suppose they could be deceived in its application ; nor can they be reason- 
ably accused of a desire to deceive posterity in a matter which was digni- 
fied with the same high sanctions as their faith and worship. Hence the 
traditions on this subject were preseryed and conveyed the more carefully, 
because its essentials, even after the invention of letters, could not be com- 
mitted to writing. The channel being pure, the stream was unadulterated. 

“ Ancient traditions have often afforded occasional assistance to history, 
by stepping in to supply the want of existing monuments and records; and 
even at this time, in remote countries, where letters are little, if at all, 
known, common tradition hands down past events with an artless sincerity, 
sometimes wanting where such advantages are liable to be perverted for 
indirect purposes. But Masonic traditions stand upon much firmer ground ; 
the chief bond of connection among Masons in all ages having been 
Fidelity. It is well known that in former times, while learning remained 
in few hands, the ancients had several institutions for the cultivation of 
knowledge, concealed under doctrinal and ritual mysteries, that were 
sacredly withheld from all who were not initiated into a participation of 
the privileges they led to, that they might not be prostituted to the vulgar. 

except Deucalion and hia friends, who alone were left preserved, on account of his 
wisdom and piety. His safety was ensured by means of an ark which he built, into 
which he embarked with his children and their wives. Then there came to him 
twine, and horses, and lions, and serpents, and other land animals, all in pairs. 
These remained perfectly innoxious, and great unanimity prevailed among them. So 
they remained in the ark so long as the water prevailed. After this, the waters sub- 
sided into a great chasm in the country of Hierapolis : and there Deucalion built 
altars, Ac.” 

• Their respective theories are too copious to be cited here ; I must therefore refer 
the curious Mason to “Bryant’s System of Mythology,” “Perron’s Zendavesta.” 
* NieuhofTs Voyage to Brazil,” “ Acosta’s History of the Indies,” and “ Faber’s Dis- 
sertation on the Mysteries of the Cabiri,*’ where he will find this subject tully 
treated on. 
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Among these institutions may be ranked that of Masonry ; and its value 
may be inferred from its surviving those revolutions of government , religion , 
and manners that have swallowed up the rest. And the traditions of so 
venerable an institution claim an attention far superior to the loose oral 
relations or epic songs of any uncultivated people whatever/’* 

Operative Masonry was cherished by the Egyptians, who received it 
from their great progenitor Misraitn,'}* the grandson of Noah. He dis- 
played his Masonic skill and taste for the liberal arts, by building the 
magnificent cities of Memphis and Thebce Egyptian : the latter called by 
the Greeks Diospolis, and by the Jews Hammon No. We learn also from 
hieroglypbic&l inscriptions, which still exist on Egyptian monuments,]; 
that Speculative Masonry wa6 originally known amongst that people, 
though afterwards deteriorated to advance a different interest — the propa- 
gation of idolatry. Our claims to antiquity, however, do not rest upon the 
exclusive authority of these inscriptions, though they are adduced as a 
corroborative proof of the existence of Masonry in the ages immediately 
posterior to the Flood ; the principal evidences being found amongst 
that people who preserved the true worship of God.§ 

Our secrets embrace, in a comprehensive manner, human science and 
divine knowledge ; they link mankind together in the indissoluble chain 
of sincere affection ; and, which is of far greater import, they incite to the 
practice of those virtues which may 'do much towards securing happiness 


• North. Const part I, chap. 1 . 

t This name is said by Bochart to be derived from the Syriac word JOtPO Mixra, 
Free. 

JThc Lecture* of Spineto have thrown much light on this subject. He has con- 
densed^ with great labor, a mass of interesting matter from the publications of the 
Society of Antiquaries, and of many learned individuals — the discoveries of Dr. 
Young — the labors of the indefatigable Champollion — the monuments of all sorts 
which have been imported into England — the great collection of Egyptian Antiqui- 
ties in the British Museum, and the magnificent descriptions which travelers ol ail 
nations have given of the majestic and wonderful ruins existing throughout Nubia 
and Egypt; and Has thus, rendered a service to literature which will convey his name 
with honor to posterity. 

§ Of these inscriptions candor obliges me to remark, that their interpretation being 
rather equivocal, they are by no means a certain criterion of Masonic truth ; particu- 
larly as the institution is founded on those leges non script which are unattainable 
by sdl mankind excepting the initiated. The tropical hieioglypkir, used for general 
purposes, was easily comprehended ; but the subsequent introduction of the tropical 
symbol cast the veil of secrecy over their knowledge, and w<*s employed for the pur- 
pose of concealing their sacred mysteries from common ooservation. But the tropi- 
cal symbol was a very late improvement on the system of hieroglyphical writing : 
for the proper hieroglyphic was used many ages before the tropical symbol was 
invented, and possessed a significant meaning generally understood, and adapted to 
the same purpose as modern letters ; to perpetuate a knowledge of past events, and 10 
record the wisdom and experience of every age, for the benefit of posterity. ’^The 
early hieroglyphics being of & very simple construction, their meaning was not of 
that doubtful character which rendered the subsequent use of enigmatic symbols so 
difficult of comprehension. And if Masonry rested its claims to antiquity, as some 
nave unleamedly pretended, on the unlimited construction which might be given to 
these vague and mysterious records, it would be impossible for the most zealous and 
indefatigable Mason to trace the science back to the antediluvian ages, amidst the 
darkness of ignorance and barbarity which overspread a great portion of the globe, 
at various periods, and under forbiclden forms, from the Deluge to the full revelation 
of Christianity. But the traditions of Masonry require not the feeble and adventitious 
aid of ancient hieroglyphics : they possess an internal evidence of truth which r.o 
argument can supersede, no sophism overwhelm, and no incredulity can dissipate. 
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in a future state. It cannot then be denied that suoh Taluable secrets 
might be truly transmitted by oral tradition, when it is admitted that the 
idolatrous mysteries were actually transmitted through the same medium 
for the space of two thousand years, and only sunk into oblivion with the 
systems they were established to uphold. Now Christianity, or the system 
of salvation through the atonement of a crucified Mediator, was the main, 
pillar of Masonry at the fall of man ; and there is, therefore, every reason 
to believe that it will exist until the final dissolution of all sublunary 
things; and shine together with perfected Christianity, in the glorified 
state of blessedness for ever and ever. 

Masonic tradition could only be pure when united with the true worship 
of God ; and hence it was miserably perverted amongst idolatrous nations, 
until nothing remained, after this worship was rejected, to serve the pur- 
poses of ambition and pride, but the simple belief of the soul’s existence 
in a future state, together with the general principles of operative Masonry. 
These were preserved amidst the increasing degeneracy of mankind, and 
their apostacy from God and true religion.* 

Stillingfleet lays this down as an axiom : — “ There is no certain credi- 
bility in any ancient histories which seem to contradict the Scriptures, nor 
any ground of reason why we should assent to them when they differ [from 
the Bilk” f This observation will equally apply to Freemasonry. If its 
traditions were in any respect opposed to religion, or its precepts at vari- 
ance with the Holy Scriptures, it ought to be rejected as unworthy of cre- 
dibility or attention. On this ground the cause of Masonry rests, and it 
is a foundation firm and immoveable as the basis of our holy faith ; for 
nothing can be permanent, nothing successful, except it he grounded on 
religion. Hence, when idolatry assumed its empire over the world, the 
most sublime and beautiful part of Masonry receded from the view ; and 
when a false worship degenerated into little better than atheism, it became 
obscured amidst the same mazes of intellectual darkness, and, like certain 
mysterious secrets, was lost to % heathen nations ; until, by the practice of 
Operative Masonry, in building an actual edifice to the true God, future 
ayes recovered it. 

As a man loses not his reason, sensibility, or activity of intellect by the 
loss of a limb, so Masonry, though, amidst the increasing atheism of the 
world, it suffered the loss of many noble members, was never wholly obli- 
terated. Enfeebled by the degeneracy of mankind amongst apostate 
nations, its essence was nevertheless preserved by that small race of men 
who adhered to the genuine worship of God. Hence, though one of its 
general grand divisions sunk with the knowledge of God, the other suffered 
no material deterioration ; because, when the former was finally restored by 
Jesus Christ, the latter, having received accessions of strength in almost 
every age, was in the maturity of its vigour and excellence. 

Masonry was known and practised under the name of Lux, or its equiva- 

• That the early idolaters believed in a resurrection and a future state, is deducible 
from their practice of deifying dead men ; for without a renewed existence they could 
not have been expected to aid their worshippers, either by conveying blessings or 
averting misfortunes. But we are furnished with positive authorities in proof of this 
fact. Herodotus informs us that the Egyptians maintained the immortality of the 
soul. Tully says that the wisest of the heathen philosophers taught the same doc- 
trine ; and Homer took it for granted that the soul's existence in an after state, either 
of misery or happiness, according to the deeds done in this life, was a doctrine uni- 
versally admitted by all the world.” 

t Orig. Sacr., 1 1, c. 1. 
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lent in all languages used since the creation*; and they 'who search for its 
existence, in its true and spiritual form, amongst idolatrous operative 
Masons in the early ages of the world, may expend much time to a fruit- 
less purpose, and help to confound our science with many systems at vari- 
ance with its great and prominent designs, though apparently founded on 
the same basis. It is true that many eminent men professing the science 
of Lux, which includes a knowledge of all other sciences, applied if to an 
operative purpose, and united in the construction of magnificent edifices ; 
but as they chiefly sought their own private interest or emolument, it is no 
wonder that the true principles of Lux were sacrificed, founded as they 
are on the belief and acknowledgment of one only Supreme Being, the 
Creator and Governor of the world, when these edifices were dedicated to 
deceased mortals, or the host of heaven. 

After the flood the true professors of Lux were termed Noaciiidjb ; but 
the science itself retained its primitive name for many centuries after- 
wards. At the building of the temple by King Solomon, it was known 
under this appellation, which certainly remained for a considerable time 
subsequent to that event ; for our science is recognised by Christ and his 
apostles under this denomination, and it even retains the name of Lux in 
our Latin records to the present day. St. John, speaking in high com- 
mendation of Jesus Christ, says, " He was the true Liqht,”* “ and the 
Ligiit shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not/’-f 
This evangelist, as the grand patron of Masonry, inculcates the doctrines 
of our craft throughout the whole of his writings; and on every important 
appeal fails not to use such expressions and phrases as apply equally and 
jointly to Christianity and Masonry. He considered them in the light of 
two twin sisters, which would grow up together and moralize the world. 
His First General Epistle contains all the sublime and spiritual part of 
our ordinary illustrations. And our Saviour says of himself, u I am the 
LrGHT of the world.”$ And again more explicitly, u Yet a little while is 
the Light with you ; walk while you have the light, lest darkness come 
upon you ; for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he gocth. 
While ye have Light, believe in the light, that ye may be the Children 
of Light.”§ 

At the building of Solomon’s Temple the sons of light associated 
together, under an exalted professor of Lux, to devote themselves to the 
service of the true and living God ; but it does not hence follow that the 
science was designated from the operative pursuits embraced on that 
memorable occasion, for the appellation of a science is seldom extracted 
from any of its inferior branches. Its name was more probably changed 
by some distinguished founder of a sect of philosophy amongst idolaters ; 
because, as I have already observed, it was acknowledged by Christ and 
his apostles under its primitive designation. 

The word Masonry, when first adopted, was merely a corruption of 
sum in medio cadi; which name was applied to the science 
about A.3I. 3490; when Pythagoras, after traveling over the whole world, 
made many additions to the mysteries of his native country, which he 
purified from their gross abominations by the use of Lux, which he had 
learned in Judea ;|| and in Greece instituted a lodge of geometriciaus, on a 


• John i. 9. t Ibid. 5. 

JJohn viii. 12. 5 John xii. 35, 35. 

| Aristobulu* the Jew informs us {film. Altx. Strom. 1), that Pythagoras trails- 
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. new principle, compounded from all the existing systems of other nations. 
The aspirants were enjoined a silence of five years previously to initia- 
tion ; and they who could not endure this rigid probation were publicly 
dismissed ; a tomb was erected for them, and they were ever after con- 
sidered as dead men.* 

This new institution in Greece would naturally produce a Grecian appel- 
lation, as the inhabitants were in the constant practice of naming, according 
to the idiom of their own language, not only other countries, but the 
sciences, and also eminent men ; that the honor of each might be attri- 
buted to their own nation. From this time, also, a more intimate union 
took place between the speculative and operative professors ; and the 
beautiful columns, known amongst us by the names of Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty, were brought to perfection amongst that people. Pythagoras 
also invented an invaluable proposition, which he called the Evpiyxa because 
it forms a grand basis for all the laborious calculations of operative archi- 
tecture. This indefatigable Mason carried his astronomical studies to such 
perfection as absolutely to discover the true system of the universe, by 
placing the sun in the centre, round which the planets made their various 
revolutions. From this system originated the name of our science, 
Meoetpavtu ; and the representation of the great luminary which invigo- 
gorates all nature with its beams, was placed in the centre of his lodge, as 
an emblem of Hie union of speculative with operative Masonry ; which had 
been before practised by King Solomon in the middle chamber of his 
temple. f 

As the Grecian arts, manners, and language became propagated through- 
out the world, their system of Masonry, together with the name, accom- 
panied them. The Druidical memoranda were made in the Greek character, 
for the Druids had been taught Masonry by Pythagoras himself, J who had 
communicated its arcana to them, under the name he had assigned to it 
in his own country. This distinguished appellation (Mtottpavtu,) in the 
subsequent declension and oblivion of the science, during the dark ages 
of barbarity and superstition, might be corrupted into Masonry, as its 
remains, being merely operative, were confined to a few hands, and these 
artificers and working Masons. 

Throughout this work I have used the appellation Masonry as the 
acknowledged designation of our science in its present form, though it was 
not known by that name during any of the periods I have attempted to 
elucidate. 


ferred the Jewish doctrines and ceremonies into his own system ; and this is confirmed 
by others. ( [Hermipp. in Jos. con. dp. lib. 1 ; Orig. con. Ctls. lib. 1.) 

• Jambl. Yit. Pyth., c. 17. 

t “ Greece now abounded with the best architects, sculptors, statuaries, painters, 
and other fine designers, most of them educated at the academies of Athens and 
Sicyon, who instructed many artists and fellow-c rafts to be the best operators upon 
earth ; so that the nations of Asia and Africa, who had taught the Greeks, were now 
taught by them. No country but Greece could now boast of such men as Mycon, 
Phidias, Demon, Androcides, Meton, Anaxagoras, Dipoenus and Scyllis, Glycon, Alca- 
menes, Praxiteles, Poiycletus, Lysippus, Peneus, Euphronor, Perseus, Philostratus, 
Zuexis, Apollodoras, Parbasius, Timanthcs, Euporopus, Pamphilus, Apelles, Arte- 
mones. Socrates, Eudoxus, Mbtrodorus, who wrote of Masonry, and the excellent 
Theodoras Cyrenseus, who amplified geometry, and published the art analytic, the 
master of the divine Plato, from whose school came Zenocrates, and Arirftotle, the 
preceptoi of Alexander the Great (North. Const., chap. 5, part 1.) 

£Amm. Marcell. ' 
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The true definition of Masonry is, a science which includes all others , 
and teaches mankind their duty to God, their neighbor, and themselves.* 
This definition evidently conveys two distinct ideas ; the former of which 
is termed Operative, and the latter Speculative Masonry. Architec- 
ture, being a science of the greatest use and benefit to man in his natural 
state, was principally cultivated by the Masons of that race who had 
separated from the faithful worshippers of God, and migrated into distant 
realms, where, for want of an intercom Aiunity with the Sons of Liyht , the 
noble science of Masonry would soon be forgbtten, and operative architec- 
ture *might, by their posterity, be mistaken for the science of which it was, 
in reality, only a constituent part of an inferior division : and this mistake 
would not be rectified, until a renewed association with the true Masons 
convinced them practically of their error, which was effected at the build- 
ing of King Solomon’s Temple. And hence it has happened that many 
excellent and well-meaning Masons have been led to conclude, that opera- 
tive Masonry only was known and practised by our ancient Brethren before 
the building of that sacred edifice. 

But, if religion be intimately connected with Masonry, and essentially 
necessary to its existence, then we must look for it under some unequivo- 
cal and universal form. Now, operative architecture is an insulated science, 
and depends on some others to brin^ it to perfection ; therefore the perfec- 
tion of Masonry cannot be found in architecture alone; and this more 
particularly, because the most stately structures of antiquity were erected 
by idolatrous nations to the honor of false gods, and consequently in defi- 
ance of the true God, and to the prejudice of that religion on which we 
assert that Masonry is founded. It could not then be Lux or Masonry 
which stimulated them to a renunciation of God, but a perverted system, 
which bore but a slight and fading resemblance to that science, which 
gradually sunk into oblivion as 4dolatry was disseminated over the face of 
the earth. Nor can the declension of Masonry, in different ages, be attri- 
buted to any other cause ; for when the pure worship of the true God was 
•the most prevalent, we find Masonry blazing forth in its native and unsul- 
lied lustre. Thus it shone amidst the darkness during the life of Adam, 
of Enoch, and of Noah ; thus it displayed its radiance in the time of Abra- 
ham, Moses, and Solomon ; thus the strong traces of its existence are dis- 
coverable in the time of Zerubbabel and Jesus Christ; and thus it has 
flourished in all ages when sober religion has characterized the manners 
and influenced the morals of civil society. 

We find that where architecture was cultivated os an exclusive science, 
its professors became much more expert than those nations who practised 
Masonry as a universal system. Hence, when Solomon had determined to 
erect a temple to the living God, he was obliged to apply for assistance to 
the Tyrians, who were at that time the most expert architects in the world. 
It is true that Israelites were not entirely ignorant of tnat art., having cul- 
tivated operative Masonry from the time that their ancestors in Egypt 
built the cities of Pithom and Raamses. At the building of this temple, 
the chief architect was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and conse- 
quently an Israelite by bis mother's side, though his father was a man of 
Tyre. He had been brought up uuder the patronage of Abibalus, the 
father of Hiram, King of Tyre, and was beyond all competition the best 
designer and artificer upon earth. 


• There are two other legitimate definitions of Masonry. 1. It is a beautiful sys- 
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This temple was acknowledged by all nations to be the utmost effort of 
human genius; and that the united excellencies of all the structures in the 
world would have been inferior to it in beauty and splendor, either for 
grandeur of design, or delicacy of execution ; which shows that, when 
speculative and operative Masonry became thus united and blended together 
under the wisest speculative Mason, the strongest operative Mason, and the 
most beautiful designer, and employed in such a laudable and sacred under- 
taking, its superiority was fully Manifested; it burst upon the world with 
irresistible sublimity, and stood unrivalled amidst the proud and ostenta- 
tious productions of art which had previously elicited the admiration of 
mankind. The massive Tower of Babel, the gigantic pyramids of Egypt, 
exceeded it in solidity, but fell far short of it in magnificence. The idola- 
trous temples of Jupiter, in Tyre and Libyan Africa, of Dagon at G-aza, 
and many others which had been regarded with wonder and astonishment, 
faded into nothing before it; and the architects of those respective nations, 
forsaking the principles of their former practice, resolved to model their 
future works upon the improvements exhibited in this famous structure. 
Hence Jerusalem became the resort of all other nations ; and henee the 
true principles of ancient Lux became more visibly disseminated subse- 
quently to the building of this temple, which has induced a belief that this 
epoch is the earliest date that can be assigned to Masonry. It is indeed 
true that the initiated were, at this time, declared free, and exempted 
from ail imposts, duties, and taxes, for them and their descendants : for as 
the remnant of the Canaanites, employed as laborers and bearers of burdens, 
were associated with the free-born at the erection of this edifice, a distin- 
guishing epithet became necessary to prevent confusion, as well as peculiar 
privileges to excite emulation. This epithet was, accepted, and the pri- 
vileges were a perfect immunity from all contributions to the service of the 
State. A similar plan was pursued by Zerubbabel at the building of the 
second temple, when Masonry was revived after the Babylonish captivity. 
These occurrences affixed to Masons the honorable and permanent appella- 
tions of FREE and ACCEPTED. * 

But the union of speculative with operative Masonry produced advan- 
tages much more substantial. The idolatrous nations of Tyre, Phoenicia, 
Carthage, &c., were much addicted to the shocking and abominable prac- 
tice of human sacrifices, to avert a general calamity. This barbarous 
custom, according to the Rabbins, took its rise from the offering of Isaac ; 
for Salomon makes God expostulate with them in these words : “ I never 
commanded that you should sacrifice your sons or your daughters, either 
by myself or my prophets; nor did I intend that Abraham should actually 
sacrifice his son ; but the command was given to him to display his righte- 
ousness.”* But I am rather inclined to think that the practice originated 
long before the offering of Isaac ; for Sanchoniatho records that Ham, “ in 


tern of moralfcy, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols. 2. The study of 
science, and the practice of virtue. 

• Salomon Jarchi, in Jer. vii. 31. The Carthaginians and Phcenicians knowingly 
and wittingly themselves devoted their ow n children ; and they that had none of their 
own, bought some of poor people, and then sacrificed them like lambs or pigeons, the 
poor mother standing by all the while, without either a sigh or fe'ar ; or if, by chance, 
the fetched a sigh, or let fall a tear, she lost the price of her child, and it was never- 
theless sacrificed. All the places round the image were, in the meantime, filled with 
the noise of the hautboys and tabors, to drown the poor infant's crying.'* Plut. da 
Superst) 
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the time of a great plague, offered up his son Isoud as a whole burnt offer- 
ing to his father Ouranus or Noah."* 

Our excellent brother Hiram* Abiff, by the influence which he had 
acquired, not only over the Tyrians themselves, but also over their mon- 
arch, by the superiority of his understanding, was successful in abolishing 
this practice in his native country ; and the neighboring nations who had 
visited Jerusalem for Masonic instruction, were induced in a great measure 
to relinquish a practice so destructive of the true principles on which 
Masonry is founded. These Masons, in gratitude to the memory of Hiram 
Abiff, and to perpetuate the love and affection of his wife (daughter to the 
noble Prince Adoniram), who, from excess of grief at the untimely end of 
her husband, terminated her own existence by casting herself from tho 
summit of a precipice, erected three statues of cast brass; one at Jerusalem, 
another at Joppa, and a third at Tyre: the former of which remained 
until the final destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish polity by Titus 
Vespasian. 

The distinguishing excellence of our ancient brethren was the silence or 
secrecy they religiously observed respecting the mysteries of our science, 
except to those whom they found worthy of a participation in them, by a 
previous trial and probation : they were imparted only to those who were 
free-born and well reported of. * 

The true way of gaining a knowledge of these secrets is pointed out by 
Jesus Christ in his Sermon on the Mount : “ Ask, and it shall be given 
you; SEEK, and yc shall find ; KNOCK, and it shall be opened vnfo you.” \ 
And this was an advice venerable for its antiquity, though used by philo- 
sophical paganism to direct the inquiries of its disciples to human learning. 
“ Philosophy," says Shuckford, u was not disputative until it came into 
Greece; the ancient professors had no controversies about it; they received 
what was handed down to them, and out of the treasure of their traditions 
imparted to others ; and the principles they went upon to teach or to learn 
by were not to search into the nature of things, or to consider what they 
could find by philosophical examination, but ‘ Ask, and it shall be told 
you; search the records of antiquity, and you shall find what you inquire 
after/ These were the maxims and directions of their studies/'J 

Hence something more than the mere forms of initiation is required to 
constitute a good Mason ; for every one is not acquainted with the true 
secrets of Masonry who has been initiated into the order. What ability 
has denied to one, another loses by indolence. Honor and probity, dili- 
gence and assiduity, truth and fidelity, years, learning and experience, are 
unitedly necessary to constitute u a good and virtuous Mason;” for 
Masonry is the perfection of all the arts and sciences. As a knowledge of 
medicine, astronomy, morality, and legislation formed the great essentials 
of the ancient mysteries, so faith, hope, and charity, temperance, fortitude, 
prudence, and justice, united with grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, 
geometry, music, and astronomy, form constituent parts of tha>ONE science 
of Masonry, which has been held in the greatest estimation In every age 
of the world ; has been honored with the approbation and public patronage 
of kings, peers, and prelates, and still shines with unabated lustre, — the 
perfection of human nature, supported by the high and unequivocal sanc- 
tion of revealed truth. 


* S^pch. in Euseb. Pnep. Evan. t Matt vii. 7. 

% Connect Pref. vol. 1. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONTAINING SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS. 

View of Masonry, as it existed from the Creation of the World to the time 

of Enoch . 

“ From the commencement of the world,” says the celebrated Preston, 
“we may trace the foundation of Masonry. Ever since symmetry began, 
and harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being.”* But 
ancient Masonic traditions say, and I think justly, that our science existed 
before the creation of this globe, and was diffused amidst the numerous 
systems with which the grand empyreum of universal space is furnished. 
The great Architect of the universe was the founder of Masonry ; and it 
would be the province of bigotry alone to confine His beneficent revela- 
tions to so small & portion of created things as the limited dimensions of 
our earth contains. But there existed in infinite space numberless worlds, 
before our earth was formed out of chaos ; for it would derogate from the 
attributes of an eternal and self-existent God, to conceive that this great 
and glorious Being had remained inanimate, and in an useless and dormant 
state, until the commencement of our history, about 5,800 years ago. 
Now though we cannot comprehend the nature of that eternity which 
existed prior to the creation of this globe, yet we are certain that our system 
does not comprehend the whole of God's created works. With him a 
thousand years are but as one day;f what then is the short and contracted 
period which forms the bound of our insignificant ball ? If we open our 
capacities, and take an enlarged view of space, beyond the reach of our 
actual investigations, can we oe so blind and faithless as to conceive that it 
is all vacant and unemployed, when almost every optical improvement de- 
monstrates, by new discoveries, the existence of worlds piled on worlds, 
too far remote for human art to measure ? 

These orbs were surely not made for ornament alone, but for use ; and 
as they possess every requisite for the support of animal life, there can be 
no doubt but they have been created for the residence of intelligent beings, 
of the same capacities perhaps as ourselves ; probably of the same nature, 
and certainly intended for the same immortal destination. On these, or 
some of them, the Creator has bestowed his blessings from all eternity. 
They have been possessed of all the privileges we enjoy, millions of ages 
before this globe which we inhabit was reduced from, nothing into its solid 
form : privileges perhaps superior to any we can boast, for who can limit 
the power of God to confer gifts upon his creatures ? Amongst the most 
valuable of these was speculative Masonry : for where there exist created 
beings, there must exist some knowledge of a Creator, and some principle 
of reverence to Him who can save and who can destroy. And speculative 

* Preston’s Illustrations, book i. sec. 3. In the fifteenth edition of this excellent 
publication, with the history of the Craft appended, by the author of this work, the 
details of Freemasonry are brought down to the year 1841. 

1 2 Peter, iii 8 9 
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Mason ry is nothing else but a system of ethics, founded on the belief of a 
Clod, the creator, preserver, and redeemer ; which inculcates a strict obser- 
vance of the duties we owe to each other, inspires in the soul a venera- 
tion for the author of its being, and incites to the pore worship of the 
Creator. 

It may indeed be replied, “ If this be true, why is it not recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures ?'' These Books were written, after the apostacy of man, 
with no other view than to promote his salvation, by explaining the nature 
of that transgression which introduced death into the world, and made all 
the posterity of Adam obnoxious to divine wrath ; and pointing out the 
remedy for sin in the person of Jesus Christ. This being the chief end 
of Bevelation, it would have added little to the furtherance of that grand 
object to have entered into metaphysical disquisitions on tbe nature and 
extent of God's works before the creation of man. Tbe Scriptures, how- 
ever, are not wholly silent on this head. They proclaim the existence of 
God before the worlds were made;* and that Great Being himself declares, 
that “ when the foundations of this globe were laid, the morning ttart song 
together, and all the tons of God shouted for joy."f Tbe stars referred to 
in this passage are pre-existent worlds, and the sons of God are the angels 
of heaven. But to admit that our globe was the first fruits of God's 
power, is to destroy our roost valuable expectations: for this admission 
would deny to God the attribute of eternity, and deprive man of his faith 
and hope; for a Being could not be worshipped, with full confidence in his 
power to save to the uttermost, if he possessed any trait of imperfection. 

There existed also another order of beings before tbe earth was created, 
who had once been angels of light, and were expelled the society of heaven 
for disobedience.^ And this is a great and undeniable testimony of the 
pure existence of LIGHT and truth, and their determined opposition to 
darkness and error, in times too far remote for human calculation. The 
angels, who kept their first estate, continually offer up their praises to the 
eternal I AM, in an unrestrained melody of “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
Almighty, which was and is and is to come."§ In such pure Masonic 
employment were the angels engaged before the creation of the world ; and 
in such employment will they be engaged to all eternity, augmented by 
that glorious assembly, who, having worshipped God on earth, shall be 
placed on the right-hand of the Judge, in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord. 

In the beginning of this material world the great Creator sent forth his 
word, and called all things out of chaos into being. || He laid the founda- 
tions of this earth on such a solid basis, that they cannot he moved ; be 
constructed the beautiful fabrio of the universe without the assistance of 
axe, hammer , or metal tool; lighted, warmed, and ornamented as ft is with 
all its luminous attendant orbs. His work was performed in six successive 
days, and the seventh was proclaimed an eternal sabbath. This division 
of time into seven parts does not imply that God possessed not the power 
of calling his works into immediate existence, but it affords a striking 

• Hebrews i. 2 ; Psalm xciii. 2, &c. t ^°h xxxviii. 7. 

J Jude 8, and Rev. xii. 9. § Revelations, iv. 1. 

I Maimonides says, “ The world is like an immense animal, as Plato terms it, and 
it is impossible to have heavens without earth, or earth without heavens ; for the 
earth, being the centre of the circumference of the heavens, and the heavens, being 
the circumference encircling it on every side, where there is one there must he the 
other/* 
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example of the wisdom, strength, and beauty resulting from a metho- 
dical arrangement of N time and labor ; and to impress onfkis creatures the 
propriety and necessity of apportioning one-seventh part of their time to 
the purpose of rest and devotion. Hence in the sacred compacts betweeu 
God and man, the seventh day was uniformly appointed to be kept holy, 
because, a public and external worship being instituted, a certain ami 
specified time was necessary for its performance; and in the Mosaic dispen- 
sation the seventh year was a year of rest; and each climateric, or the 
recurrence of seven times seven years, was celebrated by a solemn jubilee 
to the Lord. 

On the first day God created light, to convince the future man that 
without light it is impossible to accomplish any beneficent or useful under- 
taking. Oo this day the necessary division of labor and refreshment was 
made by the appointment of day and night This light was created in 
the eastern part of the hemisphere, and wus, according to Aquinas, Lumen 
informe, quod quarto die formutum est .* 

On the second day creation was expanded ; the higher and lower regions 
of the air were formed ; the earth was surrounded with an atmosphere 
adapted to its nature and qualities, for the refraction and reflection of light, 
and for the preservation of animal life. The clouds, which are denomi- 
nated the waters above the firmament, were appointed as vehicles to collect 
the vapours of the earth, and condense them into the form of fruitful and 
nourishing mists or showers, that it might bring forth its luxurious pro- 
ductions for the benefit of man. 

Ou the third day the earth was separated from the waters, and filled 
with her herbage fitted to the use of its intended inhabitants. When the 
all-powerful Word.wis issued forth, plants and trees sprung up, in all their 
beauty and all their variety, from the majestic oak to the lowly acacia . 
The forests put forth their strength to afford shelter for quadrupeds as 
well as the feathered race, and timber for the future use of man. The 
hills and valleys displayed their exuberant herbage, for nutriment to the 
animal creation ; enlivened with ornamental flowers, whose fragrance per- 
fumed the atmosphere, and heightened the ripening charms of nature. 
Trees laden with fruit, or bursting into bloom, showed the all-provident 
care of a bounteous Creator, who brings everything to maturity in its 
season, for the progressive use of his creatures. 

The fourth dayf was employed in the formation of the planets, which 


• Aq. Sum. p. i. q. 70, art. i. 

j A question has arisen as to the length of time which each of these days occupied. 
The inquiry is invested with much interest, but from what data can we solve it? 
Geologists say respecting the formation of chalk : — “ Many ages before man existed 
animalcules were busied in tropical seas, in forming enormous coral reefs, which in 
time were ■worn down into powder by the action of the waves. That pow'der ,laid in 
beds al«fcig the floor of the ocean, afterwards covered over with layers of mud and 
sand, formed the strata of chalk w'hich we now see raised above the level of the sea, 
and operating as a natural filter and reservoir for supplying water for the use of the 
human inhabitants of the earth.” (Chambers’ Journal, 1843, p. 55.) The enormous 
length of time which is necessary to bring coal to perfection is another proof of the 
vast space which has elapsed since God said, “Let the dry land appear!” The Bishop 
of London says in his sermons: — “As we are not called upon by Scripture to admit, 
60 neither are we required to deny the supposition that the matter without form and 
void, out of which 4his globe of earth was framed, may have consisted of the wrecks 
and relics of more ancient worlds, created and destroyed by the same Almighty 
power which called our world into being, and will one day cause it to pass away. 
Thus, while the Bible reveals to us the moral history and destiny of our race, and 


Digitized by i^.oo5Le 



antiquities of freemasonry. 


27 


were placed in the heavens, glittering like the brilliant lustre of precious 
stones in a superb diadem, aud in disposing the two great lights of he&veu 
so as not only to promote the benefit and happiness of mankind by the 
light and heat emanating from their beams, but to mark the progress of 
time, and to divide it into regular periods of days, months, and years. 
These twp great luminaries rule and govern the universe with such amazing 
regularity, that the returns of day and night, summer and winter, are pre- 
cisely known, and the purposes of civil life answered to the utmost extent 
of human wants or wishes. The sun and moon, with the attendant planets 
which decorate our system, were formed at this late period of the creation 
to show that they are created beings, and not gods; that man, being ap- 
prized of this, might not fall into idolatry, by giving that honor to the 
creature which is due only to the Creator ; for, though the sun and moon 
are justly esteemed the two great lights of heaven, they are but instru- 
ments in the hands of God to convey his blessings to the world ; and if 
they be converted into objects of adoration, they become vehicles of the 
greatest darkness. The sun rises in the east to open the day with a mild 
and genial influence, and all nature rejoices in the appearanoe of his beams. 
He gains his meridian in the south, aud shines with full strength upon the 
earth, invigorating animate and inanimate matter with the perfection of his 
ripening qualities. With declining strength he sets in the west to close 
the day, leaving mankind at rest from their accumulated and diversified 
labors. This is a proper type of the three most prominent stages in the 
life of man, infancy, manhood, and old age. The first stage is characterized 
by the blush of innocence, pure as the tints which gild the eastern portals 
of the day. The heart rejoices in the unsuspecting integrity of its own 
unblemished virtue, nor fears deceit, because it knows no guile. Manhood 
succeeds ; the ripening intellect arrives at the meridian of its power, and 
either conveys blessings or curses on all within the sphere of its influence. 
His strength decays at the approach of old age, his sun is setting in tho 
west ; and, enfeebled by sickness or bodily infirmity, death threatens to 
4 dam his variegated day ; and happy is he if the setting splendours of • his 
&ui**gUd iiis departing moments with the gentle tints of hope, and close 
*his short career in peace, harmony, and brotherly love. 

This globe was yet without inhabitants to enjoy the bounties of its 
Creator;* for Providence did not form living creatures until nutriment 

teaches us that man and other living things have been placed but a few thousand 
yean upon the earth, the physical monuments of our globe bear witness to the same 
truth; and as astronomy unfolds to us myriads of worlds, not spoken of in the sacred 
records, geology in like manner proves, not by arguments drawn from analogy, but 
by the incontrovertible evidence of physical phenomena, that there were former con- 
ditions of our planet, separated from each other by vast intervals of time, during 
which this world was teeming with life, ere man, and the animals which are his 
contemporaries, had been called into being.” A thousand years, in the sight of God, 
are but as one day. And what are thousands of thousands ? The inquiry is too vast 
and too mysterious for human comprehension. We must believe and adore. 

• An eastern romance, entitled Caherman Name, or Caherman's History, introduces 
that hero in conversation with the monstrous bird or griffin, Simurgh, who tells him 
that she had already lived to see the earth seven times filled with creatures, and 
seven times reduced to a perfect void ; that the age of Adam would last seven thou- 
sand years ; when the present race of men would be extinguished, and their place 
supplied by creatures of another form and more perfect nature, with whom the 
world would end. She declared that she had then seen twelve periods, each of seven 
thousand years, but was denied the knowledge of the term of her own existence. 
And Sadi, a Persian moralist of the first class, praises Providence for providing so 
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was provided for their support ; on the fifth day, therefore, the waters And 
the air were furnished with their scaly and their feathered inhabitants. 
When the word was given, “ Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 
( moving creatures that hath life,” the ocean swelled with the accumulation 
of its new inhabitants, and all the monsters of the deep, suddenly bursting 
into life, and astonished at their own existence, pierced through the yield- 
ing element which enclosed them, and in trackless paths explored its copi- 
ous recesses in search of nourishment and places of repose. The winged 
fowl at God's command rose into life; and all these creatures were ordered 
to replenish the waters and the earth with their respective species. 

On the sixth day Creation was completed. The powerful Word was 
uttered, u Let the earth bring forth the living creature ;” the earth, obe- 
dient to His command who made it, instantly yields cattle and creeping 
things, and beasts of every kind. Its bowels open ; the lordly lion, the 
fierce tiger, the unwieldy elephant, the gigantic serpent, burst forth in full- 
grown strength ; the timid animals scud to their hiding places. The wild 
Deasts seek the forest ; and there, deeply embosomed in its impervious 
recesses, bury themselves in shade and obscurity. Every creature instinc- 
tively seeks shelter and protection in its natural abodes, and all unite to 
proclaim the glory of their Creator by silent marks of gratitude and 
praise. 

Still the magnificent structure of this universe, furnished with every 
requisite for ornament and use, was incomplete. It wanted a lord, endowed 
with power and dignified with reason, to hold all creatures in subjection. 
Last of all, therefore, God created man, and placed him on the earth, as 
Lord of the Creation : he gave him universal and unlimited dominion over 
everything that moveth upon the earth ; he endowed him with the use of 
speech, gave him an immortal soul, and, during the forty years 1 " that he is 
supposed to have sojourned in Paradise, communicated to him everything 
necessary to his happiness; explained to him the several works of the 
Creation, and pointed out to him tho seventh day as a Sabbath, or a day 
peculiarly consecrated to the solemn purposes of rest and devotion. Thus 
finished, furnished, *nd decorated, the Almighty Architect reviewed His 
workmanship, and pronounced it good ; and then it was solemnly dedi- 
cated by the hallelujahs of heaven. The angelic host, in choral sympho- 
nies, welcomed Him to His throne in the Grand Lodge above, and all 
heaven rejoiced at the perfection of created things. 

The seventh day was sanctified as an eternal Sabbath, because God 
rested on that day from the work of Creation. He did not rest , in the 
commonly accepted sense of the word, from a sensation of weariness, be- 
cause Omnipotence is not susceptible of the privations and sufferings 
attached to human nature in its degraded state ; but that, from this exam- 
ple, man might be induced to appropriate one day in seven to rest and 
worship, and to keep up a perpetual remembrance’ of the division of time, 
and the events which took place at the creation of the world ; for, before 
the invention of letters, some unequivocal institution was necessary, to 
prevent these important circumstances from being buried in oblivion. 

Placed in the garden of Eden, Adam was made acquainted with the 

bountifully for all his creatures, that “even the Simurgh, notwithstanding her im- 
mense size, finds, on the mountains of Kaf, sufficient lor her sustenance." (Hale's 
Anal. Chron., vol. iv. p. 29.) 

• Some say forty ; others a hundred yetrrs ; and perhaps the latter wrould be the 
mure probable date. (Vide Hale’s Chron. vol. ii. p. 9.) 
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Rata re of his tenure, and taught, with the worship of his Milker, that 
science which is now termed Masonry. This constituted his chief happi- 
ness in Paradise, and was his only consolation after his unhappy fall. To 
increase his comforts, every other part of the Creation corresponded in a 
high degree with the superiority of his own mind. The whole compass of 
this material world was, indeed, before Adam’s nnhappy fall, infinitely 
nearer to immortality, and consequently, its progressive changes, in ad- 
vancing to celestial perfection, would have been inconceivably less percep- 
tible, and even attended with pleasure at every gradation ; instead of those 
frightful appearances, heart-rending separations, and horrible convnlsions 
by which every natural change is now accompanied and effected. Still the 
charms of nature were exceeded by human dignity and grace. A com- 
panion was provided for the first man, in whom were united every perfec- 
tion and every charm whieh can 'decorate her species; and thus, amongst 
the works of the Creation, 

M Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native honor clad 
In naked majesty, seem’d lords of all : 

And worthy seem’d ; for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker shone, 

Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure 
(8evere, but in true filial freedom placed,) 

Whence true authority in men ; though both 
Not equal, as their sex not equal seem’d : 

For contemplation he and valor form’d ; 

For softness she and sweet attractive grace. 

Adam, the goodliest man of men since born 
His sons ; the fairest of her daughters Ere.”* 

In this state, enjoying almost unlimited faculties of comprehension, the 
first created pair were the companions of angels, and in full communion 
with God. What wants, what wishes could remain to render the felicity 
of these favorities of heaven more perfect and complete ? Enjoying every 
indulgence, and possessing every advantage of which their nature was 
capable, with promises and prospects of increasing happiness and boundless 
blessings; scarcely confined by any restraint, or, if restraint it may be 
termed, the most trifling possible ; warned of their danger, guarded against 
temptation, encouraged by rewards, and alarmed by the denunciations of 
punishment, it can scarcely be conceived possible that even an angel of the 
highest order could be able to prevail on them, under all these awful sanc- 
tions, to forfeit the protection of their God, by a renunciation of the sanc- 
tity with which they were endowed. The state of perfection in which our 
first parents were created, with all the blessings they enjoyed in Paradise, 
were suspended on the observance of a single condition. The one only 
prohibition which was prescribed as the test and confirmation of their hap- 
piness, proved the avenue to their misery ; for as immortality was the pro- 
mised reward of their obedience, so death was the threatened punishment 
of their sin. In this primitive state of purity our great progenitor lived, it 
is presumed, for some years, constantly employed m acts of gratitude and 
devotion to his Maker; the adoration of whom, ss it was the end of his 
Creation, formed the principal delight of his existence. 

The perfection in which Adam was created has been disputed by many 


* Milt Par. Lost, book 4. 
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authors, both ancient and modern ; and some have ventured to pronounce 
that he, and his earliest posterity, were absolute savages, unendowed even 
with the gift of speech. 

But Adam’s knowledge was not of the confined nature which has been 
imagined, because God pronounced all his works, amongst which the 
Lord of the Creation was of course included, to be very good. Now the 
expression very good when used by a divine and perfectly intelligent Being, 
must certainly imply something more than an ordinary and comparative 
degree of knowledge. Adam was the work of God, and God’s works can* 
not be charged with imperfection. Anatomists, in every age, make new 
discoveries which prove the excellence and perfection of the human body : 
but the mind is the noblest part of man, and it will scarcely be assumed 
that God would exhaust bis gifts upon the body, and leave the mind barren 
and desolate. In Paradise Tbe was the perfection of God’s created works> 
because everything was placed under his dominion ; but it may be oonjee* 
tured that after the fall, when the whole creation became deformed with 
sin, he might be changed from his original state, and lose a portion of that 
knowledge which he enjoyed in the immediate communication with God 
and angels. Ho might, indeed, forfeit, with his purity, the inestimable 
gift of divine inspiration, but he would certainly retain a recollection of 
those degress of knowledge which arc within the compass of human capa- 
city. Amongst the rest, or as a general designation, common to them all, 
he retained a perfeot recollection of that speculative science which is now 
termed Freemasonry. 

The happiness of our first parents in the garden of Eden was too pro- 
found, not to excite the envy of that malignant spirit,* who had been 
doomed to eternal punishment and despair; stimulated, as it was, by re- 
sentment against the Most High, whose favor he had forever forfeited. 
With a view, therefore, of destroying the felicity of our progenitors, and 
through them of defeating man’s obedience forever, be assumed tbe form 
of a serpent, applied himself to the companion of Adam, and with plausible 
arguments and fair speeches succeeded in convincing her, that the prohibi- 
tion of God was made with the sfelfish intention of monopolizing immor- 
tality and power ;f and that instead of death being the result of disobedi- 
euce, eternal life and ever-increasing happiness would be communicated, 
and man would assuredly become equally powerful wi*ih God himself. 
Seduced by these specious declarations, the mother of all Masons violated 
the sacred injunctions of God, and through her entreaties, Adam followed 

* Dean, when speaking of the poetical fiction of winged dragons, as guardians of 
treasure, and protectors of l'ernale innocence, says, singularly enough, “ the malevo- 
lent actions of the paradisiacal serpent had a coloring given by heathen mythologists 
diametrically opposite to the reality. The seducer of Eve is thus perversely termed 
the protector of maiden virtue; and the tempter, who induced her to pluck the 
forbidden fruit, is the guardian of the golden apples in the garden of the Hespe rides. 
So powerful is the prince of this world to delude his victims.” (Worsh. of Serp. 
P-21.) 

t “ The most remarkable remembrance,” says Dean, “ of the power of the para, 
disiacal serpent is displayed in the position which he retains in Tartarus. A cuno- 
dracontic Cerberus guards the gates; serpents are coiled upon the chariot wheels of 
Proserpine; serpents pave the abyss of torment; and even serpents constitute the 
caduceus of Mercury, the talisman which he holds when he conveys the soul to Tar- 
tarus. The image of the serpent is stamped upon every mythological fable connected 
with the realms of Pluto. Is it not then probable, that in the universal symbol of 
heathen idolatry we recognize the universal object of primitive worship — The See 
pent or Paradise V * 
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the pernicious example, and both miserably fell from a state of innocence 
and purity, to experience all the bitter fruits of sin ; toil and labor, misery 
and death.* On this unhappy dereliction from purity are founded some 
of those characteristic insignia of Masonry, which convey a lasting remem- 
brance of our degenerate state, as well as the glorious promise of redemp- 
tion. These tokens were unnecessary when man was in a state of perfec- 
tion ; but after the fall they were practised by Adam, and are considered as 
the immoveable landmarks of the order unto this day. The five events 
attending this transgression and expulsion from Paradise ; viz. the trans- 
gression , shame , sentence, prayer , and promise , are distinguished among 
Masons by such significant tokens of Reverence, penitence , sympathy, fatigue , 
and faith, that the unhappy consequences of the three former, as well as 
the hope derived to mankind from the two latter, can never be blotted from 
the recollection. 

Expelled from Paradise, into a world cursed for their sake, our first 
parents must have sunk under the effects of this terrible change, if the 
promise had not lent them support under the extremity of miseryf. Their 
calamities were great, but faith and hope supplied them with fortitude to 
endure the penalty of their disobedience. Their first object, on passing 
from ineffable light to temporary darkness, was to clothe themselves with 
the skins of beasts slain in sacrifice, according to the immediate command 
of God. 

One grand principle of ancient Masonry was to preserve alive in men’s 
minds the true knowledge of God, and the great idea of an atonement for 
sin by animal sacrifices'; typical of the one sacrifioe of the Lamb without 
spot, as a propitiation for the sins of the whole world. This was the ani- 
mating idea which increased men’s faith, wheresoever Masonry was prac- 
tised ; an idea which was never entirely obliterated, even amongst the ido- 
latrous nations, by whom our science was most deplorably prostituted, and 
reduced to something worse than the shadow of its image. Hence Abel’s 
sacrifice was more acceptable than that of Cain, because it was an animal 
sacrifice, and offered conformably to the divine appointment; while that of 
Cain, being unbloody, was an abomination, because it did not contain any 
reference to the atonement of Christ, without which all sacrifices and offer- 
ings were unacceptable to God ; for “ without shedding of blood there 
could be no remission,” J “ for it is the blood that maketh atonement for 
the soul.”§ It was the object, therefore, of our ancient brethren to pre- 
serve, through the medium of our institution, a lively remembrance of the 
great object of their faith and hope , that the result might be pleasing to 
God, and produce an unfeigned charity to all mankind. 

The wants and calls of nature impelled our first parents to labor for their 
subsistence ; and the inclemency of the seasons called for habitations t* 
shelter them from heat and cold ; from the scorching fervour of the meri- 

• The Talmudists and Cabalists believe the history of Adam and Eve was a fact, 
according to the recital ; then, taking it allegorically, they continue, the serpent 
means carnal desire; that generally deceives the weakest part or matter, represented 
by Eve, who led Adam with her, that is, the mind ; then they proceed to the proto- 
logic and moral, showing how much harm is done, and has been introduced into the 
world, from pursuing carnal pleasures and sensual appetites, and finally, on this they 
form the anagogic, that the serpent was Samael, an unclean evil spirit that spoke 
within her: in this way, the same text combines all the four meanings. (Concil. ii 

t Grotius (in Eccles. xxv. 15) observes — in capite serpentis vis ma'xime mali. 

% Hebrews ix. 22. $ Leviticus xvii. 1 1. 
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dian son, and from the overwhelming influence of midnight damps, arising 
from mists and vapours with which the earth was watered. Here they 
cultivated the barren ground, and with infinite fatigue procured their daily 
food. Cheered by the divine goodness, however, and penetrated with grati- 
tude and love to the great Father of Mercy, they never again deviated from 
tbe path of purity and devotion. The principles of speculative Masonry, 
which had been communicated to Adam in Paradise, were never forsaken, 
even after having tasted the hitter fruit of the forbiddeu tree ; and as his 
progeny increased, be communicated to them the divine precepts and in* 
junctions which were enfolded in that pure and sublime science. When 
men became numerous upon the earth, the evil spirit of darkness was very 
busily engaged in tbe corruption of their morals; and succeeded in working 
up the malevolent passions in the heart of Cain, until he apostatised from 
Masonry, and slew his brother Abel. God expostulated with the fratricide 
on the heinous nature of his sin, and justified himself from the imputation 
of being the author of evil ; He pronounced an additional curse on Cain 
and his posterity, and declared that the ground should not henoeforth yield 
to him its strength, though cultivated with the utmost labor and inge- 
nuity. The principles, in which he had been educated, thus forsaken, he 
was banished from his kindred, and sent forth as a fugitive and a vaga- 
bond; protected, however, from personal violence, by a peculiar mark, 
which was acknowledged by all mankind. * 

Being thus, by the mercy of God, protected from the summary venge- 
ance of his fellow men, Cain migrated from the residence of his parents, as 
many of Adam’s posterity had done before him, ahd planted a colony in 
the land of Nod. Here his race forsook every good and laudable pursuit, 
along with Masonry, and degenerated into every species of impurity and 
wickedness ; though there were a few of his immediate descendants who 
retained so much virtue as to exert the faint remains of their Masonic 
talents for the benefit of mankind. Thus Jabal, the sixth in descent from 
Cain, invented the use of tents; Jnbal, his brother, invented music, and 
Tubal Cain, bis half-brother, invented the art of forging or working metals. 
Here Cain, with the assistance of these artists, reduced the knowledge he 
had acquired from Adam to practice, and constructed a city, which he 
named Hanoch, after his eldest sou.f 

* This mark was a sign or token that no one should kill him. The ridiculous 
conjectures upon this point have been almost without number. Some imagine that 
God imprest a letter upon his loruhead : and others have been so curious in their in* 
quiries as to pretend to tell what the letter was. A letter of the word Abkl say 
some; the four letters of Jehovah say others: or a letter expressing his repentence, 
say a third sort of writers. There have been some that imagined that Abel's dog 
was appointed to go with him wherever he went, to warn people not to kill him ; 
but this does not come up to the humor of a mark set upon Cain ; and therefore other 
writers rather think his lace and forehead were leprous ; others that his mark was a 
wild aspect and terrible rolling eyes: others say that he was subject to a terrible 
trembling, so as to be scarcely able to get his food to his mouth ; a notion taken from 
the JLXX, who translate ‘‘iugitive and vagabond,'' rdi*w« rpif And there are 
some writers that have improved this conceit by adding that wherever he went the 
earth shook and trembled round about him. But there is another notion of Cain's 
mark, as good as any of the rest viz. that he had a horn fixed on his forehead, to 
teach men to avoid him !” (Shuckford's Connect., book 1.) 

t “ The invention of building is by Moses attributed to Cain and his issue : for it is 
rertain he must have had many hands to join with him when he built the first city. 
But in what year, or rather century of his life this was done, we are not informed , 
only we have reason to judge that he lived as many years as his brother Seth, which 
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The family of Cain lived in much fear of the rest of Adam’? posterity, 
who they conjectured would revenge the death of Abel upon them when 
a favorable opportunity should present itself. Latnech was the first who 
endeavored to remove their apprehensions, and proposed a fortification as 
the most certain means of safety. By his advice, Cain, with the assistance 
of Jabal and Tubal Cain, encompassed his city with walls, as a place of 
refuge, in case of interruption from the people around them. This city, 
being the first practical exertion of operative Masonry, was necessarily ill- 
constructed, and probably worse defended. Tbe habitations were merely 
tents or huts, which served, indeed, toisbeltcr them from the inclemency 
of the seasons, but whose conveniences were little superior to the dens and 
caves which hod hitherto been used as their places of domestic retreat. 
The only great advantage derived from the construction of this city was 
that of association, from whioh many important benefits resulted. The 
blessings of superior civilisation might ensue, in a well-regulated common- 
wealth, from a union of interests and a reciprocity of benefits : which could 
never be obtained while men depended on their own isolated exertions for 
the necessaries of life ; and existed, if not in absolute enmity with all others 
of their species, at least without the conviction that each occasional com- 
panion or associate was a firm and constant friend. And if, in this solitary 
mode of living, the duty of laying up stores of provision and comfort for 
the winter were neglected, in that inclement season the improvident indivi- 
dual must inevitably perish with cold and hunger.; unless, with the strong 
arm of violence and injustice, he wrested the miserable pittance from his 
more provident neighbor. This, we are assured by Diodorus Sicilus,* was 
frequently the case; and hence homicide was very common among the 
antediluvians, and was the particular species of violence which elicited the 
wrath of God to sweep them from tbe earth. 

But by the formation of a society or compact, in which the bond was 
mutual security, these evils might have been prevented ; the social virtues 
of the heart might display themselves, traces of civil government might be 
visible, to restrain the impetuosity of human passion ; and some notions of 
the moral government of the universe, by a Superior Being, become im- 
pressed upon their minds, and possess a genial influence on their morals 
Unfortunately the commonwealth of Hanoch enjoyed but few of these bene- 
fits, from a want of regularity in its founder. Bough and inhospitable 
himself, his poster Hy were fierce and ungovernable, and more distinguished 
by violence and licentiousness, than peace and social order. They had 
cither forgotten God, or were wilfully disposed to act in direct opposition 
to his commands. Their hostility to the divine Author of their being an- 
nounces the decay of primitive Masonry amongst them ; and their subse- 
quent degeneracy shows how the human heart may be debased, when 
divested of those true principles, which so strongly stimulate to virtue and 
holiness. 

After this public renunciation of God’s laws, vice rapidly increased, 


were 912 ; and he might build this city, such as it was. in any part of his time after 
his son's birth, agreeably to the Moeaical history. We may suppose, therefore, that 
he did it when he was about sewn or eight hundred years old, and had seen seven or 
eight generations descended from him ; each of which was in such numbers increased, 
as was not only sufficient to build it, but to inhabit and defend it. In so much time, 
all the arts might easily be invented which were requisite to such an undertaking.’* 
(Cuinb. Sanch.) 

• Lib. 1. 
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until it brought on man’s destruction. Lantech, who appears to* hare pos- 
sessed great influence in the city of Hanoch, introduced the evil of bigamy; 
and the effects of his example increased to such a degree, that, before the 
flood, there existed amongst his posterity an indiscriminate community of 
wives, as well as a bestial intercourse with each other. 41 Holy Scripture 
has not recorded their monstrous enormities; and as Masonry was at 
length wholly given up by this race, I return to the line of Seth, amongst 
whom it was yet cultivated, and its precepts obeyed. 

Seth, the son of Adam, was educated by his father in the strictest prin- 
ciples of piety and devotion ; and tohen he arrived at years of maturity, 
was admitted to a participation in the mysteries of Masonry, to which study 
he applied himself with the most diligent assiduity. The progress he made 
in this science is fully demonstrated by the purity of his life. Associating 
with himself the most virtuous men of his age, they formed lodges, and 
discussed the great principles of Masonry with freedom, fervency, and 
zeal. These Masons, in a few centuries, made such progress in the 
science, that they received from their contemporaries the appellation of 
Sons of Light, or Sons of God. Their system of Masonry was purely 
theological : its illustrations explained the nature and attributes of God, 
the creation of the world, and the unhappy fall of man. It pointed out 
the difference between moral good and evil, and compared the happiness 
of Paradise with the pain, disease, and misery of this wretched world; 
that the mind might be incited to avoid a much greater punishment, and 
aspire to the enjoyment of a much higher degree of happiness in a future 
state. It inculcated the precepts of religion, and the necessity of divine 
worship ; the sanctification of the seventh day, with other particulars which 
every Mason is acquainted with, who is mastei of our inimitable Fellow 
Craft’s Lecture. 

From general illustrations of God's attributes, these indefatigable Masons 
proceeded to the study and investigation of God's created works. Of these 
the celestial orbs appeared the most prominent and splendid, and were, 
therefore, contemplated with an eagerness of research which produced the 
most important results. The rudiments of Astronomy were not ouly 
formed in these early ages, but the science was carried to some degree of 
perfection ; and certainly inspired a sublime idea of that glorious Being, 
who could create and govern so vast and complicated a machine. 

The Jewish Rabbins, in describing the holiness of this race while en- 
gaged in these pursuits, present to the view a true and beautiful picture 
of the results of Masonry, when practised in its native purity. Separated, 
by the divine economy, from the rebellious race of Cain, they preserved 
the primitive sanctity of their progenitors until about the year of the world 
500. Their occupations were purely spiritual, for they lived almost solely 
on the spontaneous productions of nature. The laws and motions of the 
celestial bodies constituted their chief study, and their usual amusement 
consisted in singing of psalms to God. Endued with that benign principle 
which we term charity, the passions of envy, hatred, and revenge found 
no place amongst them; injustice and deceit were banished from their 
society ; sincerity and plain-dealing were their distinguishing characteris- 
tics ; and they lived, daily ripening for that state which is enliyJUened by 
the presence of God for evermore. To the purity of these Sons of God 
our most excellent patron, St. John the Evangelist, compared that of the 


• Euseb. Eccl. Hist. 1. i. c. 2. 
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Jhristian converts. He addresses them by the same appellation, and con- 
trast* their conduct with that of the wicked, whom he compares with th»* 
unrighteous race of Cain.* 

Seth continued to preside over these sacred assemblies until the time of 
Enoch ; and finding that the spirit of God was in that highly favored indi- 
vidual, and that he excelled his brethren in wisdom and knowledge, he in- 
stalled him Grand Superintendent in his stead ; happy to leave the science 
under the direction of so excellent a protector. 

* lit Ep. iii. 1-12. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



96 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


PERIOD II. 


CHAPTER III. 

On the Origin of the Arts and Sciences . 

It has been already explained that Masonry is divided into two distinct 
parts, operative and speculative; the latter and most noble' portion of 
which declined amongst the descendants of Ham and Japheth, if hen they 
renounced the worship of the true God, and degenerated into idolatry. 
They cherished, however, the former division, amidst all the fluctuations 
of their fortune, and diversities of modes of faith and worship. The cor- 
ruptions which gradually debased the moral principle in man did not check 
his ardour in the pursuit of science, or restrain the avidity with which he 
cultivated wisdom, and the love of every useful art. The Egyptians were 
celebrated for geometry, the Phoenicians for the perfection of their arithme- 
tical calculations, the Chaldeans for their knowledge of astronomy, and the 
Cretans for music. 

The island of Crete, which was planted in the ages anterior to Abraham, 
so far excelled in the cultivation of the fine arts, that men of learning and 
research, from other countries, visited this people to reap the benefit of 
their improvements.* Under the patronage and genial encouragement of 
their kings, they excelled not only in music, but also in medicine, and the 
arts of civil and social life they carried the art of working in brass and 
metals to a greater perfection than any nation had done before them 
they communicated their knowledge very freely to other nations who ap- 
plied for it, and even appointed public teachers, whose office was to pre- 
serve their acquirements pure and free from sophisticated adulterations. 
These teachers were appointed by an edict of the state, and heavy penal- 
ties were denounced upon any person who should attempt to give instruc- 
tion in the sciences without this authority.! 

Yet even when mankind had degenerated into perfect religious indffer- 
enoe, and would scarcely acknowledge that God was the supreme architect 
of the world, or of the human structure, but deduced the original of all 
things from a fortuitous concourse of atoms, they still encouraged the fine 
arts, and advaneed them to a high degree of perfection. Hence the age of 
Augustus, the most dark and ambiguous with respect to religion, was 
esteemed the brightest era of time with respect to the extent of human 
learning, and the perfection of human science. 

•Diog. Laert f Diodor, Sicul. x 

% Zenop. de Institut Cyri. 

$ Thus Prometheug was condemned for inculcating the art of forging metals, with- 
out being duly invested with authority from the deputies legally appointed to grant 
it. (Plato in Protag.) He was pronounced a seducer of the people, and suffered 
n foment for violating the laws of his country. 
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THE SEVEN LIBERAL SCIENCES, 

Originally invented by Masons,* were transmitted almost solely through 
their indefatigable zeal, before the invention of printing. These sciences 
were much cultivated by the idolatrous nations, though they erred in not 
applying their attainments to the knowledge and worship of the Supreme 
Creator and Governor of the world, which is the only true end of every 
scientific pursuit. The study of the seven liberal sciences constituted the 
usual course of instruction prescribed by philosophers for the higher 
classes of mankind, and this course was termed encyclopedia, or instruc- 
tion in a cycle, f 

The high antiquity of these and other philosophical attainments shows 
the avidity with which our ancient brethren pursued knowledge, even after 
they had deviated from the true worship of God. To trace these sciences 
back to their original may be counted an adventurous task ; but if, amidst 
the doubtful evidence which remains of these times, we find strong pre- 
sumptive proof that they were in the exclusive possession of Masons in the 
most early ages of the world, it will show that Masonry is not a negative 
institution, but that it is of some actual benefit to mankind. 

GRAXXAB 

“Teaches the proper arrangement of words according to the idiom or dialect of 
any particular people, and that excellency of pronunciation which euables us to speak 
or write a language with accuracy, agreeably to reason and correct usage.’ 7 } 

It is highly probable that there existed a great variety of dialects before 
the Flood, which would cause some general elements to be both useful and 
necessary for a beneficial intercourse amongst mankind. The migration of 
Cain into distant parts would separate bis family from the rest of the world 
for some ages ; and the exclusive pursuits iu which they were engaged 
would materially alter the original language : for new wants and new ac- 
quirements would demand new names aud phrases, which, being adopted 


• A Record which is preserved in the Bodleian Library, and was written about the 
Utter end of the fifteenth century, thus particularizes the arts invented by Masons. 

41 Quest. Whatte artes haveth the Matjonnes techeddc mankynde f 

The artes, Agricultura, Architecture, Astronomic, Geornotri, Numeree, 
Musica, Poesie, Kymistrye, Govermente, and Rclygyonne. 

41 Quest. Howe commethe Marjonnes more teachers than odher menne ? 

44 jinsw . The hemselfe haveth alleine in arte of fyndynge newe artes, whyche arte 
the ffyrste Magonnes receavcd from Godde ; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte 
artes hem plesethc ; and the treu way of techynge the same. Whatt odher menne 
doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce.” 

tThe professors of the spurious Freemasonry, it must be admitted, were the most 
perfectly acquainted with the pursuits of human science. Dr. Willct says, “The 
heathen were the first inventors of almost all human arts ; as Socrates, Plato, Aristo- 
tle, of philosophy; Euclid, Archimedes, Ptolmseus, of the mathematics; Isociates. 
Demosthenes. Cicero, of rhetoric; Homer, Pindarus, Virgil, of poetry; Herodotus. 
Thucydides, Livius, of history. Now none of these professions are to be found among 
the pagans and infidels but they flourish only among Christians. The learned books 
and writings of Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Arnobius 
Lartantius, Cyprian, Hierom. Augustine, with the rest, do evidently show how th*» 
spoils of Egypt are now possessed only by the people of God.*’ Hexapla in Exod 
p. 165.) 

}Lect of Masonry. Vide Preston’s “ Illustrations.” 
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from fancy or accident, would in a few years change the character of the 
language altogether. The same causes would produce an alteration in the 
language of every tribe which lived separate from the general settlement 
of Adam ; and repeated migrations doubtless took place, even during the 
life-time of that patriarch, from the rapid increase of the human race, under 
the advantages of antediluvian longevity, which, without intercourse, must 
of necessity produce so many radical changes in the primitive language, as 
to fill the world with new and differing dialects, as infinite as the numerous 
tribes who might plant colonies in every part of the habitable globe. 

Before the time of Enoch, neighboring tribes had established a social 
intercourse with each other, which, by the invention of boats, might in 
some cases be extended to a considerable distance over the sea, having for 
its basis mutual wants and mutual conveniences. This intercourse ren- 
dered some simple medium necessary for the better interpretation of strange 
languages. An object so desirable became the universahstudy; and it was 
at length effected by Enoch, who invented an alphabet to perpetuate sounds, 
and with it adopted some general rules for fixing the character of language ; 
and this was grammar, which had indeed been long used before such a 
science was actually known in its proper and specific form. Its essence 
was coeval with language ; for the use of speech includes the art of arrang- 
ing words in such order as to convey an intelligible meaning. The inven- 
tion of letters would naturally inspire the idea of converting this faculty 
into a science; and hence its most simple elements may be ascribed to 
Enoch. 

This alphabet acquiring increased accessions of grammatical improve- 
ment before the translation of Enoch, was committed by that excellent 
Patriarch to Methusaleh, and by him to Noah, with whom it survived the 
Flood, and was transmitted by him and his sons to all the generations of 
the world. Noah carried his alphabet to China, where, in the hands of a 
jealous and suspicious people, it underwent changes without improvement. 
\Vith the descendants of Shem, it continued to improve, until it arrived at 
the perfection which the Hebrew dialect so early attained. The Persian 
language was founded by his son Elam, and is evidently a dialect of the 
Hebrew. The thirteen sons of Joktan carried the same language and 
alphabet into Arabia, where, unpossessed of literary genius, its inht&itants 
suffered it to assume a new character, which, though nervous and bold, 
retained its original simplicity. This was the dialect in which the Book 
of Job is said to have been written. By Ham and his son Mizr&im, this 
alphabet was conveyed to Egypt, whose philosophers and priests, in process 
of time, substituted hieroglyph ical for alphabetical characters, that their 
attainments might be kept secret from the mass of mankind.* The Egyp- 
tian Cadmus, improving upon the general principles of alphabetical know- 
ledge, conceived the idea of adapting an alphabet peculiar to the charac- 
teristic principles of every distinct language. He introduced a new 
alphabet, consisting of sixteen letters, into Greece, and for this reason is 
considered by many as the inventor of letters. The descendants of 


• “ Although the alphabet published by Champollion contained only 134 nierogly- 
phical characters, which are, strictly speaking, phonetic, yet he has found out the 
real meaning and import of 730 more signs, some of which are symbolical, and others 
figurative ; so that the whole number of all hieroglyphica! characters, of every de- 
scription, amounts to 864. Some of these are from birds, beasts, fishes, insects, pans 
of the human body, celestial appearances, geometrical figures, tools and instruments 
of trade, Ac., Ac/’ (Spineto, Lect 3.) 
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Japheth carried the same alphabet and the tame language into the more 
remote parts of the world, varying into different shades, as new tribes were 
formed, and fresh migrations emanated from the colonies planted by the 
parent stock.* 

After the invention of letters, it would not be long before the difference 
between substances and qualities, action and passion, &e., would be marked 
by some peculiar designation, and this improving into a system, would 
define the precise limits of every national language, and an unerring 
standard would be produced, by which the inequalities of a wild or barba- 
rous dialect might be reduced into symmetry and order. 

RHETORIC. 

** Rhetoric teaches ns to speak copiously and fluently on any subject; not merely 
with propriety alone, but with all the advantages of force and elegance : wisely con- 
triving: to captivate the hearer by strength of argument and beauty of expression, 
whether it be to entreat or exhort, to admonish or applaud.’ 1 

LOGIC. 

“ Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the general knowledge of 
things and directs our inquiries after truth. It consists of a regular train of argu- 
ment, whence we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to certain premises laid 
down, admitted, or granted ; and in it are employed the faculties of conceiving, judg- 
ing. reasoning, and disposing, all of which are naturally led from one gradation to 
another, till the point in question is finally determined.”t 

Rhetoric, according to Aristotle, is a kind of scion growing out of logic ; J 
and these are correspondent the one to the other.§ Like grammar, they 
naturally spring from language : for the rudest savages will use different 
powers of language to express love and hatred ; accusation, persuasion, or 
defence. Hence these sciences existed in the very first ages, unrestricted 
by rule or method, and governed only by the passions and affections of 
those who used them. Primitive argumentation was rude and unembel- 
lished, and directed solely to the purpose in view. A striking instance of 
this is exhibited in Cain's defence against the accusation of God. At first 
be sternly denies any knowledge of the fate of his brother ; but, to qualify 
this bold falsehood, he resorts to subterfuge . u Am I my brother's keeper V 9 
When his sentence is pronounced, he endeavours, by a subdued language, 
to awaken the pity of his Judge, in mitigation of punishment : “ And Cain 
said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, 
thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth, and from thy 
face shall I be hid ; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; 
and it shall come to pass that every one that findeth me shall slay me.”|| 
Another specimen of this sort of rhetoric occurs in the address of Lamech 
to his wives ; atfd these are sufficient to show the originality of these 
sciences. The invention of letters might lend an assisting hand to their 
improvement ; but it was not until many other refinements were introduced 
into the world, that they were arranged into the form of regular systems, 
and governed by specific laws. 

•“The Greek, the Latin, and the Sanscrit language,” says Sir W. Jones, “bear so 
great a resemblance to each other, that no philologer could examine them all three 
without believing them to have sprung from some common source, which perhaps no 
longer exists.” (A si at. Researches, vol. i.) 

t Mat Lect. t Rhet. 1. i. c. 2. 5 Ibid. 1. i. e. 1. 

| Geo. iv. 13, 14. 
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These sciences were much cultivated bj the early Masons, and vigorous 
efforts were made, in every age, to attain superior excellence in those ac- 
quirements which conveyed a decided superiority over the passions of men. 
By the practice of these sciences, Thoth, the son of Mizraim, acquired much 
of his celebrity : for be was an able rhetorician ; and even received the ap- 
pellation of Hermes for his superior skill in logical disquisitions . 41 The 
persuasive eloquence of Abraham was celebrated throughout the world ; 
and, from the specimen recorded by Moses, f bis fame was not undeserved. 
In this respect, Aaron is spoken of in terms of high commendation by God 
himself ;£ and heuce we may deduce that these sciences wore already recog- 
nized, and reduced, at least, to an elementary form. 

AKITHMBT1C. 

M Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of numbers T which is variously 
effected by letters, tables, figures, and instruments. By this art, reasons and demon- 
strations are given for finding out any certain number, whose relation or affinity to 
another is already known or discovered.’ ; § 

This science, according to Gale,|| had its origin with God himself; be- 
cause the first computation of time is made by the Deity at the creation. ^ 

Some authors are of opinion that, in the first ages of the world, arith- 
metic proceeded no farther than counting the fingers of the left hand, which 
was the ne plus ultra of notation; and here remained without any ad- 
vances for many centuries; and that even at the time of the Odyssey it had 
scarcely advanced farther ; for Proteus is there said to number his herd by 
fives. But surely this reasoning is very insufficient ; for if a sabbath was 
instituted at the creation, and a day of rest was ordained to succeed every 
six days of labor, it must be admitted that Adam was acquainted with the 
art of numbering by sevens; and as there existed no visible objects to 
guide and assist him in this calculation, it must have been effected by the 
exercise of his reason and ingenuity. And if this conjecture be true, it 
may be reasonably supposed that his knowledge of this science extended 
much farther. The computations, as we are assured from the only legiti- 
mate source of information which we possess respecting the knowledge of 
those very remote ages, were similar to the mods in use at this day ; viz. 
by tens ; and of this we have a very satisfactory evidence in the prophecy 
of Enoch : “ Behold, the Lord oometh with ten thousand of his saints / 1 &c.** 
The construction of the Ark, according to certain specified dimensions, 
proves that Noah was acquainted with the more abstruse calculations at- 
tached to space and symmetry. 

It may generally asserted that wheresoever Masons were congregated 
for any particular purpose, there arithmetic was known and practised. 
The proportions of an edifice could not be correctly ascertained without a 
knowledge of figures ; and calculations could not be effected without the 
aid of arithmetic. Besides, as the riches of mankind consisted, in those 
early times, of flocks and herds, some knowledge of numbers was absolutely 
necessary to form a standard of comparative wealth, by which the strength 
or power of a particular tribe could alone be estimated. 

After the Flood we find arithmetic much cultivated ; and the patriarch 


• Tertul. de Cor. Fest. t^en. xviii. 23, ad fin. £Exod. iv. 14. 

S Mat. Lect | Court of the Gentile*. Y Gen. ii. 2, 3. 

00 Jude 14. 
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Abnham eminently distinguished for a competent knowledge of this science, 
which he taught, in conjunction with other illuminated attainments, to hie 
family and friends.* 

Abnham introduced arithmetic as a science into Egypt, and the philoso- 
phers were so fully impressed with its transoendant advantages, as to make 
it an object of incessant application. They blended it with the mysteries 
of their religion and politics, and in after-ages their genenl elucidations 
were effected by the assistance of arithmetic. From Egypt it spread to 
other parts of the world ; and Pythagoras, who investigated its properties 
with a more than common assiduity, pronounced it to be an attainment 
more than human, and publicly asserted, that a knowledge of numbers was 
a knowledge of God. 


9B0M1TKT. 

“ Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes in general, where 
length, breadth, and thickness are considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a 
superficies, and from a superficies to a solid.’’t 

According to Josephus, geometry was known to the antediluvians. 
u Providence,” says he, 44 found it necessary, for the promotion of virtue, 
and for cultivating the study and improvement of astronomy and geome- 
try, to give a long date to the life of man ; for, agreeably to the computa- 
tion of the great year, no less a space of time than six hundred years was 
required for making accurate experiments in those sciences.*' J As geo- 
metry is a science on which all others depend, this conjecture of the Jewish 
historian is undoubtedly correct; for Cain could scarcely practise architec- 
ture with any degree of success without the aid of geometry ; nor could he 
apply himself to apportion and divide the land of Noa amongst his children, § 
had he not possessed some knowledge of this fundameutal science. 

After the Flood we have positive evidence of the use to which these 
sciences were applied. ' Not to mention the negative proofs displayed in 
those gigantic monuments erected by the most ancient inhabitants of the 
post-diluvian world ; the old constitutions of Masonry affirm that Abraham 
was an eminent geometrician, and communicated this science to the free 
bom only. 

Diodorus, Proclus, and others, attributed the invention of geometry tc 
the operative Masons of Egypt, under the direction of Mizraim and Thoth. 
It is certain that the early Egyptians were well versed in this science, 
which they applied to astronomy and all the liberal arts. They found it 
particularly serviceable in ascertaining, the situation of landmarks, which ' 
formed the boundaries of their respective estates, usually obliterated and 
destroyed by the annual inundations of the river Nile. 

Herodotus records the practice of geometry in the reign of Sesostris, tc 
whom, indeed, he attributes the invention of this science. 44 Sesostris,*' 
says this historian, 44 made a regular distribution of the lands of Egypt 


* His calculation of just men, proposed to the Almighty as a test or condition on 
which was to be suspended the safety of Sodom, and the rest of the cities threatened 
with destruction, was made by lent; and the same method prevailed amongst the 
relations of Abraham when they delivered Rebekka as the wife of Isaac ; they prayed 
that she might be the mother of thousands of millions ; which shows that this science 
had, at that time, attained full perfection in one of its component parts ; for no bette. 
method has been since devised of expressing an infinitely extended notation. 

|Mas. Lect. J Ant. 1. i. c. 4. $Ib*d. • i t . 3. 
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lie assigned to every Egyptian a square piece of ground ; and his revenues 
were drawn from the rent which every individual annually paid him. 
Whoever was a sufferer by the inundation of the Nile was permitted to 
make the king acquainted with his loss. Certain officers were appointed 
to inquire into the particulars of the injury, Abat no man might be taxed 
beyond his ability. It may not be improbable to suppose/’ adds Herodo- 
tus, 44 that this was the origin of geometry.”* 

14 The study of geometry among the Egyptians owed its original to neces- 
sity; for the river Nile being swelled with the showers falling in Ethiopia, 
and thence annually overflowing the country of Egypt, and by its violence 
overturning all the marks they had to distinguish their lands, made it 
necessary for them, upon every abatement of the flood, to survey their 
lauds, to find out every one his own by the quantity of the ground upon 
the survey ; the necessity of which put them upon a more diligent inquiry 
into that study, that thereby they might attain to some exactness in that 
which was to be of such necessary, constant, and perpetual usc.”f 

The precise description of the promised land, which was surveyed and 
marked out by unequivocal boundary -lines, proves Moses to have had a 
mathematical knowledge, which was a part of the learning of the Egyptians 
m which he was skilled, j 

Pythagoras, who introduced Masonry into England, was taught the ele- 
ments of geometry in Egypt, § which he reduced to a regular science, on 
fixed and certain principles. He taught that a geometric point corres- 
ponded with a vnit in arithmetic; a line with two ; a superficies with three , 
and a solid with four . A principle still preserved amongst Masons, and 
inculcated in the second lecture. 

44 After Pythagoras, .geometry became the darling study of the Greeks; 
and their learned men applied its principles to mechanical purposes in gen- 
eral, as well as to operations in stoue or brick. And as Masonry kept pace 
with geometry, so many lodges appeared, especially in the Grecian repub- 
lics, where liberty, trade, and learning flourished ; as at Sicyon, Athens, 
Corinth, and the cities of Ionia, till they perfected their beautiful Doric , 
Ionic , and Corinthian orders. From this time we date the strict union 
between the free and accepted Masons, which has subsisted ever since in 
all regular lodges.”|| 

Plato entertained so exalted an opinion of geometry, that he inscribed 
on the portal of his school, 44 Let no one ignorant of geometry enter here 
thus making geometry an introduction to the study of philosophy. 

Euclid, & zealous and indefatigable Mason, applied bimself sedulously to 
the exclusive study of this science. He collected all the existing works 
of ancient mathematicians; reduced geometry into order and regularity; 
and brought it to a degree of perfection, which has been exceeded only by 
a true Masonic genius, of our own nation, whose modesty declined the 
laurels which his merits entitled him to wear ; and the illustrious name of 
Sir Isaac Newton will elicit the admiration of mankind so long as nature v 
follows her accustomed course, and the frame of this world is governed by 
her laws 

Under this heaa may be properly classed the science of architecture, 

* Beloe, Euterp. t Orig. Sac., book ii. c. 2. { Cumb. Orig., Tract 3. 

§ We learn from Diodorus Siculus, that the ancient poets and philosophers resorted 
to Egypt for the purpose of learning their laws, and acquiring every species of useful 
knowledge from that people. (Euseb. Praep. Evan., 1. 10.) 

| Anderson's Hist of Masonry, edit 1784, p. 41. 
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which is “the art of building edifices proper for habitati >n or defence. 
Although architecture, in its utmost latitude, may be defined a mathema- 
tical science, containing rules for designing and raising all sorts of struc- 
tures, according to geometrical proportion, yet in its ordinary acceptation 
it is applied only to the construction of such buildings as are necessary for 
the purposes of civil life . 311 It is divided into three parts : civil architecture, 
military architecture, or fortification, and naval architecture, or ship-build- 
ing.f As the former of these divisions appears more intimately connected 
with Masonry, as an institution of peace, harmony, and brotherly love, I 
shall confine my brief notices exclusively to it. 

Civil architecture, vre certainly know, was practised before the Flood, 
though we are ignorant of the precise nature of their buildings, as the 
Flood destroyed every antediluvian monument, except one of the pillars of 
Enoch. We have positive evidence, from the Books of Moses, that Jabel 
built tents, and afterwards, probably, Cain built a city : for, “ in the space 
of nine hundred years assigned to bis life, he might live with, and make 
use of to build his city, those whom Sanchoniatho names in the fifth and 
seventh generations from Protogonus ; vix. in the fifth Memrnmus, who 
also in Greek is called Hypsuranius. He made houses about Paltetyrus, 
compassed and covered with ordinary reeds, rushes, and the paper-reed. 
In his seventh generation, be puts Chrysor, whom he affirms to be the 
Hephaistus of the Greeks, and the Latin Vulcanus, and bis brother, tbo 
inventor of bricks, tiles, and walls. These men joined together will easily 
do all that belongs to the building of one or many cities.”! 

Very early after the Flood, architecture was considerably advanced. 
The most noble monuments of antiquity, the pyramids, § obelisks, and the 
gigantic Sphynx,|| added to those mighty efforts of human genius displayed 
In the Tower of Babel, the wonders of the city of Babylon, the Egyptian 
labyrinth, &o , assure us of the great perfection to which this science was 
carried in the most early ages of the world. The primitive inhabitants of 
Ethiopia, who received their knowledge of Masonry from Cush, the grand- 
son of Noah, erected monuments of art which remain to this day.^f 


• Mas. Lect 

t Naval architecture appears to have been practised before the flood ; and originated 
in the use of shapeless masses of floating timber, of sufficient buoyancy to sustain tbs 
weight of the adventurous individual who possessed the courage to intrust himself to 
such a frail and uncertain support. In the fourth century of the ivorld, a great- 
grandson of Cain, as we are informed by an ancient writer, projected the design of 
crossing rivers by means of rafts. His first effort was simply to fell a tree, lop its 
branches, and cast the trunk into the water, on which he committed himself to the 
mercy of the waves and currents. This rude and dangerous navigation was im 
proved by Tubal Cain, who invented the axe and other iron tools. He constructed 
a slight boat or canoe for the purpose of fishing, and is said to have been the first 
man who actually sailed. 

\ Cumb. Sanch. p. 230. 

5 For a description of the pyramids, Ac., consult the new edition of the History of 
Initiation, p. 32. 

| This monstrous statue, formed with a virgin's head and a lion’s body, was symbo- 
lical of the overflowing of the Nile, which happened when the sun was in the signs 
of Leo and Virgo. It had its name from this circumstance ; for the word spAynx, in 
the Chaldean language, signifies to overflow. This monument of Egyptian assiduity, 
which will exist as long as the world shall endure, was cut out of a solid rock, and 
intended as a sepulchre for King Amasis. 

Y Bruce tells us of obelisks, pillars, and prodigious fragments of colossal statues of 
the Dog Star, which are of the highest antiquity, and are still to be seen in this cou* 
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MUSIC. 

“ * isic teach u* the K~t of forming concords so as to compose delightful harmony, 
by a i.itr»hemaUcol and o/oportional arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed sounds. 
This ai s by a sa.its of experiments, is reduced to a demonstrative science, with 
respect to tones »iwl the intervals of sound. It inquires into the nature of concords 
nd discords, and vnaLle* us to find out the proportions between them by numbers.”* 

Music, the next in order of the seven liberal sciences, was successfully 
cultivated by the idolatrous nations, as well as the true worshippers of 
God, and has been a general Masonic pursuit from the time of its inven- 
tion in the most early ages. This science was practised before the Flood ; 
for Moses informs us that Jubal, the son of Lantech, “ was the father of 
all buch as handle the harp and organ :”f and this is all we know, with 
any degree of certainty, of the origin and use of musical instruments before 
the Flood. Thoth or Hermes is said, by Apollodorus, to have invented 
music. | His invention of the lyre was the effect of accident. Striking his 
foot against a dead tortoise, on the banks of the river Nile, whose cartilages 


were distended across the shell, and dried by the heat of the sun, the con- \ 

mission produced a distinct and continuous sound. Impressed with this 1 

idea, he constructed an instrument in the form ot a tortoise, and strung it 
with the dried sinews of animals.§ This instrument consisted of three 
strings; to improve which, Apollo (who was cotemporary with Hermes, for i 

he is said to be the Phut of Moses, and was esteemed the most able musi- i 

cian of antiquity) added a fourth ; a fifth was added by Corebus ; a sixth I 

by Hiagnus ; a seventh by Terpander ; and Pythagoras increased the number i 

of strings to eight, and practised the method of tuning diatonically. This \ 

great man afterwards made an instrument with fifteen strings, which com- 1 

pleted the double octave, and his system became at length distinguished 
by the appellation of the Pythagorean System. In process of time, the \ 


system was perfected by the introduction of the Chromatic and Enharmonic 
Scales; the former by Timotbcus, and the latter by Olympus. || 

The extraordinary effects produced by music on the passions of men in 
ancient times caused it to be much used in religious ceremonies. From 
Egypt the science was carried by the children of Israel into Canaan ; and 
so attached were they to it, that every rite of their worship was accom- 
panied with music. The priests were necessarily musicians ; and the as- 
sistance of a musical instrument was a usual accompaniment to the delivery 
of prophecies, to express more feelingly the sentiment of joy or terror 
which they were intended to inspire. 

try : and adds, that “ the Cushites, with unparalleled industry, and with instrument# 
utterly unknown to us, formed to themselves commodious yet wonderful habitations, 
in the heart of mountains of granite and marble, which remain entire in great num 
bers to this day, and promise to do so till the consummation of ail things.” 

* Mas. Lect. fGen. iv. 21. 

J “ No one person ought strictly to be called the inventor of an art which seems to 
be natural to, and coeval with, the human species; but the Egyptian Mercury is, 
without doubt, entitled to the praise of having made striking improvements in music, 
as well as having advanced, in various respects, the civilization of the people, whose 
government was chiefly committed to his charge.” (Morison.) 

§ Apollodorus. 

| Eusebius relates (de Pr*p. Evan. 1. 2. c. 1.) that Osiris, when he traveled about 
the world to plant colonies and civilize mankind, had with him, as companions, 
Apollo and Pan, as well as nine Virgins, so celebrated for their respective talents a« 
to be afterwards termed, in Greece, the Nine Muses, because of the sweetness of their 
voices and instruments. 
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The ancient Lodges of Freemasons, whether congregated on the highest 
of hills or in the lowest of valleys, were opened and closed, as we have 
reason to believe, with solemn music, as well as solemn prayer; and at the 
dedication of King Solomon’s Temple, as we are informed by Josephus, 
there were present twenty thousand musicians. 

At this day our meetings, dignified by literary research and scientific 
illustration, are enlivened by the enchanting power of music, which lends 
a portion of refinement to Our more social and relaxed pursuits, and adds s 
charm to Masjnry, which leaves no sting behind. 

ASTROS OUT. 

“Astronomy is that divine art by which we are taught to read the wisdom, 
strength, and beauty of the Almighty Creator in those sacred pages, the celestial 
hemisphere. Assisted by Astronomy, we can observe the motions, measure the dis* 
lances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the periods and eclipses of the 
heavenly bodies : by it we learn the use of the globes, tne system of the world, and 
the preliminary laws of nature. \Vbile we are employed id the study of this science, 
we must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and goodness, and through the 
whole creation trace the glorious author by his works.”* 

Philosophy and astronomy, as we learn from Strabo, were cultivated by 
the Egyptians, f who kept their mysteries secret from all but the initiated ; 
this practise they derived from Thoth, their second monarch* whose wisdom 
exalted him to the confidence of his grandfather, Ham. Now, as Egypt is 
one of the most ancient nations in the world of which we have any authen- 
tic records, to Egypt we muBt look for the early perfection of many sci- 
ences which have not been noticed in the Mosaic Records. 

The science of astronomy was certainly invented by the posterity of Seth, 
though the Jewish Rabbins insist that it was revealed to Adam by God 
himself. Josephus does not sanction this hypothesis : he merely observes, 
u That the children of Seth were the first persons who studied the motions 
and influences of the heavenly bodies. But Eupolemus absolutely as- 
cribes the invention of astronomy to Enoch :§ and it is thought, from an 
observation of Josephus, that the antediluvians were acquainted with the 
grand period of six hundred years, in which the heavenly bodies return to 
the same relative situation. 

Shuckford says — “Noah must he well apprized of the usefulness of this 
study, having lived six hundred years before the Flood ; and he was, with- 
out doubt, well acquainted with all the arts of life that had been invented 
in the first world ; and this of observing the stars had been one of them ; 
so that he could not only apprize his children of the necessity of, but also 
put them into some method of prosecuting those studies.” || 

• Mas. Led 

t u The orders and motions of the stars,” says Diodorus, “ are observed at least as 
industriously by the Egyptians as by any other people whatever ; and they keep re- 
cords of the motions of each for an incredible number of years ; the study of this sci- 
ence having been, from the remotest times, an object of national ambition with them. 
They have also most punctually observed the motions and periods and stations of the 
planets, as well as the power which they possess with respect to the nativities of ani- 
mals, and what good or evil influences they exert ; and they frequently foretell what 
is to happen to a man throughout his life ; and not uncommonly predict a failure of 
crops or an abundance, and the occurrence of epidemic diseases among men or beasts. 
They foresee, also, earthquakes and floods, and the appearance of comets, and a 
variety of other things which appear impossible to the multitude.” 

X Ant 1. 1, c. 3. $ Euseb. Prop. Evan. 1. 9, c. 17. | Con. Bk. 6. 
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After the Flood, therefore, the line of Ham were by no means ignorant 
of this science ; on the contrary, the Phoenicians and Egyptians attained a 
very early knowledge of the planets as distinct from the stars j and even 
arranged the clusters of stars into constellations, by which they are in the 
present day distinguished.* 

Chronologers tell us that the first celestial observations after the Flood 
were made immediately subsequent to the erection of the Tower of Babel ; 
and this seems to be confirmed by what Porphyry tells us, that when 
Alexander took Babylon, he found in that city astronomical observations 
for nineteen hundred and three years; and this brings them within fifteen 
years of the building of Babel.f 

“ Berosus, who collected the ancient Chaldean monuments, and published 
treatises of their astronomy and philosophy, gave an account, in his his- 
tory, of a man among the Chaldeans in the tenth generation after the 
Flood, ( who was righteous, and great, and skilful in the celestial science J 
which character agrees with that of Abraham, who is said by Josephus to 
have taught the Egyptians astronomy and arithmetic, of which sciences 
they were utterly ignorant before his time.”§ 

The investigations in this chapter are calculated to show, that the science 
ot Masonry, which embraces every branch of human learning, and applies 
each to the only end which can make men truly useful here, or happy 
hereafter, the glory of God ; was practised amongst . the descendants of tiam 
and Japheth so far only as its operative nature extended ; for they stopped 
short at the portal of that most sublime and spiritual edifice, “ a building 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”|| Hence, at the coming of 
Christ to restore the primitive religion, and with it the essence of specula- 
tive Masonry, the idolatrous worship sunk to decay, and all the works 
founded on its basis mouldered into dust and ruins. At his birth, the 
popular legend accredited amongst the idolaters was, that the groves and 
temples consecrated to demoniacal worship echoed with the most tremen- 
dous howlings ; the waves of the adjacent seas swelled with an unusual agi- 
tation ; the priests, overwhelmed with awe, inquired of their oracles the 
causes which produced these alarming and supernatural phenomena ; when 
a voice was said to answer — “ Our reign is expired. We are struck dumb 

* Thus Cronus, or Ham, was consecrated into the planet Saturn. (Euseb. de Praep. 
1. 1. c. 10.) Thoth, or Athothes, wu» consecrated into Mercury. (Erat. Cat. c. 23.) 
Tht bodies, according to Plutarch, of Osiris, Isis, Typhon, &c., Were worshipped on 
earth, and their souls shone as the stars in hea\en. Isis was called the Dog-star; 
Orus appeared in the constellation Known by the name of Orion, and Typhon in Ursa 
Major. (De Isid.) 

f The subdivision of the day into hours was not known to Moses ; and consequently 
the Egyptians, prior to his time, were ignorant of it. According to Herodotus, the 
Babylonian priests first divided the day into twenty-four equal parts; and, subse- 
quently, their neighbors, the Chaldeans, who were much addicted to astrological spe- 
culations, assigned to the days of the week the planetary names which they still 
retain. Conceiving that every hour of the day was under the influence of its govern- 
ing planet, by a rotary motion, they appropriated to each day the name of the planet 
which appeared to govern the first hour of it ; whence the names of the days had an 
astronomical origin. The method was this. Beginning with the first day after the 
creation, and arranging the planets thus— Sol, Venus, Mercury, Luna, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, they named the first day after the sun. Thus Venus would govern the second, 
ninth, sixteenth, and twenty-third hours; Mercury, the third, tenth, seventeenth, and 
twenty-fourth ; which would consequently give to Luna the first hour of the second 
day; which was hence named Dies Lunap; and so on of the rest. 

J Jos. Ant. 1. 1, c. 7. $ Bp. Tomline. 1 2 Cor. v. 1. 
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bj the appearance of a superior power !”* However this may be, the fatal 
shock which idolatry received by the appearance of Jesns Christ on earth 
is attested by evidence of a much more certain and specific character ; the 
public confession of demons expelled by Our Saviour from possessed indi- 
viduals (as recorded by the Evangelists,) whose uniform cry was, Torment 
us not ! We know and acknowledge thee to be the Son of God. And 
nearly four centuries after this, when Julian, in his attempt to restore the 
idolatrous worship, urged the oracle of Apollo, at Daphne, to declare the 
cause of his silence, the god replied, by his prints, that he was prevented 
from answering by the bones of a Christian saint which were buried adja- 
cent to the temple. The bones were removed by Julian’s order, and the 
temple was soon after destroyed by a fire from heaven. 

The triumph of Christianity over Idolatry and Judaism is amply corro- 
borated by the conduct of this apostate emperor, in his impious attempt to 
frustrate the prophecy of Jesus Christ, and rebuild the Temple of Jerusa- 
lem. The miraculous interposition of heaven to prevent the execution of 
this project, and assert the truth of Christianity, is recorded by Christian, 
Jewish, and Pagan writers. Gregory Nazianzen thus expresses himself on 
this mysterious subject : “ The Jews set about the work of rebuilding with 
great attention, and pushed on the project with the utmost labor and appli- 
cation. But when now driven from their work by a violent whirlwind and 
a sudden earthquake, they fled together for refuge to a certain neighboring 
church. There are who say, the church refused them entrance, and that, 
when they came to the doors, which were wide open but a moment before, 
they found them on a sudden closed by a secret and invisible hand. As 
they strove to force their way in by violence, the Fire, which burst from 
the foundations of the temple , met and stopped them ; and one part it burnt 
and destroyed , and another it desperately maimed, leaving them a living 
monument of God’s condemnation and wrath against sinners/' “ The day 
after the earthquake,” adds the Rabbin Gedaltah ben Joseph Iechajah, “a 
dreadful fire fell from heaven, which melted all the Iron Tools and In- 
struments employed about the work ; and destroyed many, nay, incredible 
numbers of the Jews.” And the truth of this statement is confirmed by 
the confession of Ammianus Marcellinus, Julian's professed Pagan apolo- 
gist, who describes this miracle in the following words : “Julian committed 
the conduct of this affair to Alypius of Antioch, who formerly had been 
lieutenant in Britain. When, therefore, this Alypius had set himself to 
the vigorous execution of his charge, in which he had all the assistance 
that the governor of the province could afford him, horrible balls of fire 
breaking out near the foundations with frequent and reiterated attacks, 
rendered the place, from time to time, inaccessible to the scorohed and 
blasted workmen ; and the victorious element continuing in this manner, 
obstinately and resolutely bent, as it were, to drive them to a distance, 
Alypius thought it best to give over the enterprise.”*!' 

• Vide Suidas, voce Delphi. Plut. Defect. Orac. And our own Milton says 
The oracles are dumb ; 

No voice or hideous hum 

Runs through the arched roof, in words deceiving. 

Apollo, from his shrine, 

Can no more divine, 

With hollow shriek the steep of Delphos leaving. 

No nightly trance, or breathed spell, 

Inspires the pale-eyed priest from the prophetic cell. 

t Vid. Warb. Julian, p. 45. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



48 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


The particular stone in the foundation from which these terrible flames 
issued, is said, by old Masons, to be the same which Jacob used for a 
resting-place when journeying towards Padan&r&m in Mesopotamia.* 


CHAPTER IV. 

CONTAINING NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX YEARS. 

View of Masonry from Enoch to the Universal Deluge . 

TnE great and prominent truth to be illustrated in these views of ancient 
Masonry is, that religion, or the genuine worship of God, was the chief 
object of Masonic practice in the primitive ages of the world. And this 
may be deduced from the existence of pure Masonry at the present day; 
for, had it been erected on any other foundation but the glory of God, — had 
it been instituted solely to exalt human wisdom, or to promote humau 
greatness, — it would have been but as a flitting sunbeam, which passeth 
away and leaves no trace behind. 

Religion was the only foundation on which our Order could be securely 
placed j for no institution can be firm or permanent which is not supported 
by the favor and protection of the Deity. Everything merely human 
must inevitably decay and crumble to ruins before the all-devouring hand 
of time. v 

“ The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 

The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 

Yea, all which it inherits, shall dissolve, 

And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 

Leave not a wreck behind.*'! 

But the word of God, and everything founded on that basis, shall never 
fail. Even “ the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the e)e» 
ments shall melt with fervent heat ; the earth also, and the works that are 
therein, shall be burnt up but Masonry, pure and uncontaminated with 
earthly abominations, shall triumph over the general and universal dissolu- 
tion, and shall cement the Host of Heaven in a holy union and communion 
to all eternity. 


* So#* the Freemason's Quarterly Review for 1841, p. 2G9. 
+ Shake. Temp. J‘2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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Before Enoch assumed the superintendence* of our Order, there appears 
to hare been some intermixture of the two lines of Seth and Cain, for the 
world does not exhibit so bright an aspect as during the last period. 
Adam, however, was yet living, and his authority was sufficient to restrain 
the race over which he possessed the supreme government, as king, priest, 
and prophet, from those rash and violent deeds, which, after his death, de- 
formed the face of nature. 

Enoch prosecuted his scientific researches with indefatigable industry, 
and communicated his discoveries to his brethren. The line of Seth were 
indeed less eminent than tho Cainites for mechanical arts, because their 
attention had been devoted to more sublime pursuits. They practised very 
successfully the speculative sciences which form a constituent part of 
Masonry. The celestial bodi«w were objects of their constant investigation. 

In the science of astronomy Enoch made many improvements ; and it is 
thought that he was acquainted with the grand period of six hundred years, 
at the expiration of which, the sun and moon return to the precise situa- 
tion which they occupied at the beginning of it. Other sciences were in- 
vented and perfected by Enoch, which tend to illustrate God's attributes 
and perfections ; and hence this extraordinary patriarch earned a distin- 
guished reputation, which will endure, both amongst Masons and Chris- , 
tians, until the frame of this world shall be shook in pieces by the voice of 
the archangel and the trump of God. 

But the study of human science was not the sole intention of God in the 
creation of man. He formed him for a nobler purpose; and these studies 
were but secondary considerations, springing as natural effects from natural 
eauses. Of this truth we have had abundant proofs, in the view we have 
already taken of the origin of the sciences. For it appears that the idola- 
trous nations were not deficient in scientific knowledge, though they had 
renounced their allegiance to the true God. 

Enoch practised Masonry, of which he was now installed Grand Master, 
with such effect, that God vouchsafed, by immediate revelation, to com- 
municate to him some peculiar mysteries, in token of his approbation. 
The most valuable of these, according to old traditions, was that sacred 
name or word, which demands our utmost veneration, and enables man 
to reflect on the goodness of his Maker with renewed sentiments of rever- 
ence and devotion. 

The degeneracy of mankind increasing, Enoch exhorted them to turn 
from their unrighteous ways, and imitate the purity of their forefathers. 
He pressed upon them the nature of their obligations ; he reiterated their 
duty to God and man ; but the fascinations of pleasure had so intoxicated 
their senses, that the sober admonitions of reason and duty were little re- 
garded. He therefore called a special assembly of Masons in whom he 
could confide, and in the presence of Adam, Seth, Jared his father, and 
Methusaleh his son, he enumerated the accumulating wickedness of man, 
and the enormous evils which were desolating the earth ; and implored 
their advice and assistance in stemming the torrent of impiety which 
threatened a universal corruption. . It was here Adam communicated that 
terrible prophecy, that all mankind, except a few just persons, should so 
far swerve from their allegiance to God, as to cause the destruction of all 
treated things by water and fire.* 

• “The tablet of the last judgment,” says Dr. Young, “which is so well illustrated 
hy the testimony of Diodorus, concerning the funerals of the Egyptians, is found near 
the end of almost all the manuscripts upon papyrus that are so frequently discovered 
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From this information Epoch formed his plans for preserving the know- 
ledge he had acquired, amidst the devastation necessarily attending the 
predicted calamity. The sacred mysteries committed to his charge occu- 
pied his first and most anxious solicitude. Being inspired by his Maker, 
and in commemoration of a wonderful vision on the holy mountain , in 
which these sublime secrets were revealed to him, he built a temple in the 
bowels of the earth, the entrance to which was through nine several 
porches, each supported by a pair of pillars, and curiously concealed from 
human observation. The perpendicular depth of this temple was eighty- 
one feet from the surface. Enoch, Jared, and Methusalch were the three 
architects who constructed this subterrauean edifice ; but the two latter were 
not acquainted with the secret motives which influenced Enoch in causing 
this cavern to be dug. The arches were formed in the bowels of a moun- 
tain, which was afterwards denominated Calvary, in the land of Canaan ; 
and the temple was dedicated to the living God. 

He then made a plate of gold in the form of an equilateral triangle, each 
of whose sides was eighteen inches; which he enriched with precious stones, 
and encrusted it on a triangular agate of the same dimensions. On this 
plate he engraved the ineffable characters he had seen in bis vision ; and 
alone, in silence and solitude, he descended through the nine portals into 
the temple, and placed this invaluable treasure upon a cubical pedestal of 
white marble. 

When the temple was completed, Enoch made nine secret doors of stone, 
and placed them at the entrance of the portals, with an iron ring inserted 
in each for the facility of raising, in case any wise and good man of future 
ages should be led to explore the secret recesses of thiB sepulchral vault, 
lie then closed up the whole, that the secrets there deposited might remain 
in perfect security amidst the anticipated destruction of mankind; for the 
contents of this temple were not entrusted to any human being. Enoch 
paid occasional visits to the temple, for the purpose of offering up his 
prayers and thanksgivings in a peculiar manner to the God who had vouch 
safed to him alone such distinguished favors. 

As the world increased in wickedness, and the threatened destruction 
visibly approached nearer and nearer, Enoch, trembling for the fate of those 


in the coffins of the mummies, and among others in Lord Mountmonris’ hieratic manu- 
script, printed in the collection of the Egyptian Society. The great deity sits on the 
left, holding the hook and the whip or fan j his name and titles are generally placed 
over him. Before him is a kind of mace, supporting something like the skin of a 
leopard ; then a female Cerberus, and on a shelf over her head, the tetrad of termini, 
which have been already distinguished by the names ‘ Tetrarcha,’ 4 Anutas ,’ 4 Macedo,’ 
and 4 Hieracion,’ each having had his appropriate denomination written over his head. 
Behind the Cerberus stands Thoth, with his style and tablet, having just begun to 
write. Over his head, in two columns, we find his name and titles, including his de- 
signation as a scribe. The balance follows, with a little baboon as a kind of genius 
sitting on it. Under the beam stand Cteristes and Hyperion, supposed by Mr. Chara- 
pollion to be Anubis and Horns, who are employed in adjusting the equipoise ; but 
their names in this manuscript are omitted. The five columns over the balance are 
only remarkable as containing, in this instance, the characteristic phrase, or the name 
of the deceased, intermixed with other characters. Beyond the balance stands a 
female holding the sceptre of Isis, who seems to be called Rhea, the wife of the sun. 
She is looking back at the personage, who holds up his hand as a mark of respect, 
and who is identified as the deceased, by the name simply placed over him, without 
any exordium. He is followed by a second goddess, who is also holding up her hands 
in token of respect, and whose name looks like a personification of honor and glory, 
unless it is simply intended to signify a divine priestess, belonging to the order of the 
Pterophori, mentioned on the Rosetta stone.” 
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useful arts and sciences which he had invented or improved, proceeded 
without delay to provide for their transmission to future ages ; for the ac- 
complishment of which, his knowledge of letters lent the greatest facility. 
Upon a high mountain, therefore, he erected two great pillars, one of marble 
and Another of brass, to preserve the true principles of science for the bene- 
fit of a future world ; the former of which he conceived would withstand 
fire and the latter water. On these he engraved the elements of the liberal 
sciences, including Masonry ; and also a notification that be had concealed 
a valuable treasure in the Dowels of the earth, which contained the essence 
and end of Masonry, and was consecrated to the only true and living God. 
Let him that hath WISDOM find it! 

Enoch perceiving that men did not reform, from his repeated exhorta- 
tions, instituted that form of excommunication known amongst the primi- 
tive Christians by the name of Maranatha, being derived from Maran, the 
Lord, and Ath, fire. After giving them a solemn warning of the dreadful 
punishment which awaited their obdurate iniquity, he resigned the govern- 
ment to his son Lamech ; and on his fervent petition for death, it pleased 
God to translate him from the Lodge on earth to the Lodge above, where 
his piety was rewarded with everlasting glory. His farewell exhortation 
was calculated to awaken mankind from their lethargy, ifi they had not 
been dead to every impulse but that of vice. “ Behold,” says he, il the 
Lord cometh, with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, ana of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”* 

Being liberated from a monitor whom they regarded with some degree 
of awe and reverence, mankiud proceeded to the unlimited gratification of 
their rebellious passions, without fear of restraint 

The fascinations held out by the Cainites were too powerful for the 
children of Seth to resist, and their minds became rapidly tainted with the 
abominations of idolatry ; they worshipped the host of heaven ; they erected 
shrines to the honor of imaginary rural deities; and at length Tubal Cain 
was exalted to the dignity of a god, under the appellation of Vulcan . 
Tbia was the first instance of a mortal being deified, and it took place iu 
the seventh generation from Adam.f To this god the Egyptians after- 
wards assigned the attributes of prescienoe, power, and unlimited duration 
or imueortalfty. While the reign of other gods was confined within certain 
and specific limits, the reign of Vulcan was declared without end. 

Lamech, unable to stem the torrent of depravity, placed the government 
in the hands of Noah, who endeavored to restore the principles of Charity, 
or love of God and man, which appeared to be in danger of universal de- 
terioration. To accomplish this purpose, he did not confine his Lecture* to 
the private and select assemblies of immediate friends, but publicly de- 
nounced the judgments of God against those wicked practices to which they 
were inordinately addicted, and at the same time persuaded them, by the 
most affectionate exhortations, to keep their passions within compass, to 
adore their Creator, and to act upon the square with all their fellow- 
creatures. 

In the first ages of the antediluvian world, all men lived in the enjoy- 
ment of unrestrained freedom , and it was impossible for any person to bo 
reduced to a state of bondage : and this was one of the primitive laws of 


•Jade, 14, 15. 


tSsnch. in Eateb. Prop. Evan. 1. 1, c. 10. 
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civil society, as many writers are of opinion. Personal slavery, which, ac- 
cording to Cicero, means the devotion of an abject mind, which has no will 
of its own, is supposed to have begun amongst that race of people whom 
the Scriptures denominate giants. By the hand of violence they assaulted 
and made slaves of men and women, whom they kept in a degrading state 
of servitude, and compelled to administer to their pleasures or their vices. 
This was so terrible an innovation in the divine economy, and so destruc- 
tive of the principles of Masonry, that Noah labored with incessant dili- 
gence and assiduity to restore the primitive laws against slavery, and pre- 
vent amongst mankind an unnatural traffic in their own species. 

Mankind, thus besotted with their lusts, and advancing by rapid but 
almost imperceptible gradations to the utmost extent of wickedness, slighted 
the precepts of wisdom and experience ; even Noah himself was derided, 
and esteemed little superior to a visionary enthusiast. Foreseeing, there- 
fore, the world’s destruction to be inevitable, he proclaimed himself clear 
of their blood, and offered up his prayers to Cod for the salvation of bis 
house. The prayer of Noah was heard, for he had found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord. And God said unto Noah, “ The end of all flesh is come be- 
fore me ; for the earth is filled with violence through them ; and behold I 
will destroy t^em with the earth 1 Make thee an ark of gopher wood: 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and sh&lt pitch it within and without 
with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: — the 
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to 
the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above ; and the door of the a**k 
shalt thou set in the side thereof ; with lower, second, and third stories 
shalt thou make it.* And behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life from under 
heaven, and everything that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will 
I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every living 
thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark to keep 
them alive with thee.”f 

In obedience to the commands of God, Noah began the work, and pro- 
ceeded in it amidst the ridicule and derision of mankind ; who slighted his 
warnings, despised his promises, and even threatened to recompense with 
personal violence his benevolent intentions towards them. The ark was 
finished in three periods of forty years each, which was the term to which 
God limited human life after this event. J At the expiration of one hun- 
dred and twenty years, Noah, with his family, entered into the ark, with 
the clean beastp by sevens, and the unclean by pairs.§ 

* The ark of Noah is a superb specimen of the perfection to which the art of naval 
architecture attained before the Flood. It has indeed been asserted that the descrip- 
tion given by Moses was figurative ; — that it was impossible to construct a machine 
of treble the dimensions of a first-rate man-of-war, which would have answered the 
intended purpose. But the futility of this reasoning is evinced by the corroborating 
testimony of heathen authors, not only respecting the ark itself ; but also in reference 
to other ancient vessels, of equal, if not superior bulk. 

fGen. vi. 8 — 19. £Jos. Ant 1. 1, c. 4. 

§ The form and dimensions of the ark have afforded much speculation amongst the 
learned, who have almost unanimously pronounced its capacity too small, according 
to the common mode of calculation, to contain the number of animals which went 
into it But Bishop Wilkins shows, that, by taking the cubit at eighteen inches, tne 
ark was rather too large than otherwise. This learned prelate concludes, that there 
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“In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the 
rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights ; and the waters pre- 
vailed exceedingly upon the earth, and all the high hills that were under 
the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters pre- 
vail, and the mountains were covered. And every living substance was 
destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, 
and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven ; and they were de- 
stroyed from the earth ; and Noah only remained alive, and they that were 
with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred 
and fifty days.”* 

This great convulsion of nature not only destroyed all created flesh (and 
the antediluvian world is supposed to have contained two millions of mil- 
lions of souls), but washed away and obliterated almost every vestige of 
the works of art. Scarcely a building, or the remains of a building, was 
left, to mark the spot where human greatness or human folly had reared 
the proud monument of emptiness and vanity ; even the brazen pillar of 
Enoch gave way before the overwhelming torrent of destruction, which 
even removed mountains and shook rocks from their solid base. But God 
preserved the pillar of stone, and by this means the state of Masonry, be- 
fore the Flood, was transmitted to posterity. 

were only seventy-two species of quadrupeds in the ark; the camivoious animals, he 
computes, would not occupy more room, or consume a greater quantity of food, than 
twenty-seven wolves, and for these about one thousand eight hundred sheep would be 
sufficient for food. The remainder would take up no more room than two hundred 
and eighty oxen, and would consume about 109,500 tons of hay. These would not 
be sufficient for the capacity of the two first stories, as it would allow a space of up- 
wards of sixteen square feet for each animal ; and Noah and his family, with every 
species of w'inged fowl, would leave room, in the third story, for the necessary office*, 
besides a considerable space for exercise. 

• Gen. vii. 11,12, 19, 20, 23, 24. 
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CHAPTER V . 

On the Idolatrous Mysteries , as contrasted with Freemasonry . 

The mysteries practised by idolatrous nations were nothing else but the 
secret solemnities of divine worship, and were invented to cast a solemn 
veil over their rites, which might sanction and recommend the worship of 
false gods to those who, without some splendid and imposing stimulus, 
might be disinclined to renounce the true God, and embrace the worship 
of idols.* These mysteries, avowedly established on the same basis as 
Masonry, were secretly intended to produce an effect quite the reverse ; for 
they were instituted with the express design of making our science subser- 
vient to the very worst and most degrading practices of idolatry. Hence 
the two institutions have been frequently confounded together ; and 
Masonry becomes stigmatized with infidelity, if not atheism, and charged 
with renouncing every scriptural doctrine contained in the genuine foun- 
tain of revealed truth. A comparison between the mysteries of idolatry 
and genuine Masonry will show how far the latter was practised in these 
institutions, and will distinctly mark the line of separation which distin- 
guishes the one from the other. 

The Eleusinian, the Orphic, the Bacchic, and all those innumerable 
mysteries practised by the heathen in every age, were instituted to perpe- 
tuate a remembrance of the events which occurred at the universal Deluge, 
and to preserve the knowledge of a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments. But, while inculcating that true doctrine, they added many false 
and pernicious tenets, which perverted both its nature and end. “ They 
taught,” says Warburton, “ that the initiated should be happier than all 
other mortals in a future state ; that while the souls of the profane, at their 
leaving the body, stuck fast in mire and filth, and remained in darkness, 
the souls of the initiated winged their flight directly to the happy islands, 
and the habitations of the gods.”f 

Now Masonry does not inculcate any such doctrine. Its design is thus 
concisely and truly defined in Arnold's dictionary. “ Masonry,” says that 
lexicographer, “ is a moral Order, instituted with the praiseworthy design 
of recalling to our remembrance the most sublime truths in the midst of 
the roost innocent and social pleasures, founded on liberality/ brotherly 
love, and charity.” 


• And they did accordingly produce a most astonishing effect upon the minds of an 
ignorant and superstitious people ; and by their means, the power of the priesthood 
was extended to the verge of despotism, 
t Div. Leg. 1. 2, j. 4. 
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.The idolatrous mysteries date their origin from the Cabiri* and Thotb, 
who were certainly Masons; but, forsaking the pure channel of God’s 
worship, they sank into the grossest defilements of idolatry, and founded, 
on the pattern of our craft, an institution calculated to make the worship 
of imaginary deities fascinating and permanent. In the time when the 
pastor kings reigned over Egypt, many noble Egyptians, with their fami- 
lies and attendants, migrated into other countries, and disseminated 
throughout the world the improvements in the mysteries of that supersti- 
tious nation. Masonry originated with God ; like that eternal Being, it 
existed before time was, and shall exist when time shall be no more. 

The former and the latter degrees of the ancient idolatrous mysteries 
were inconsistent, and even positively contradicted each other : those of 
Masonry are a regular and progressive series; each superior degree 
strengthening and confirming the preceding, until we arrive at a perfect 
knowledge of the truth : aptly compared to the steps of a ladder, by each 
of which we advance nearer to “ a building not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.” 

To the nocturnal celebration of these mysteries womenf were admitted ; 
a practice which led to the most shocking abuses, and the indiscriminate 
practice of licentiousness and vice. And this was soon carried to such a 
dreadful pitch of shameless profligacy, that the xttif and 4>oxxo* were 
actually exposed^ and carried about iu public procession! In Masonio 


• Diod. Sic. 1.1. It is an undoubted fact, that the mysteries we/e derived from 
some institution previously in existence, although learned men are not agreed respect 
mg their origin. An opinion, supported by great ingenuity, has been propagated in 
our own day, that they were established to commemorate the general deluge ; and 
this conjecture is partly true ; as m reference to the diluvian ogdoad, and the events 
attending that great convulsion of nature, were undoubtedly preserved in these cele- 
brated institutions. But these were not the only facts of which the spurious Free- 
masonry was the depository. Other authors, equally talented, have dated its origin 
from the establishment of tne Levitical dispensation ; arguing from the presumption 
that all the heathen deities may be resolved into an identity with the Jewish law- 
giver. Others have ventured to pronounce tfiat it was instituted to preserve the doc- 
trine of rewards and punishments. How true soever all these opinions may be in 
detail, they are only branches of the real intention of the spurious Freemasonry, 
which was intended to perpetuate a memory of the chief facts and doctrines that were 
designed by Providence to form the basis of a universal religion. 

t “ At the celebration of these solemn festivals the women were carried to Elcusis 
in covered wagons, which were dragged along very slowly, by way of imitating the 
carrying of corn in harvest. The middle days of the Thesmophora were observed 
with peculiar solemnity : they sat all day upon the ground, near the statue of Ceres, 
keeping fast and lamenting.” — (Note 12, Beloe's Herodot., Erato.) 

X “ From the idea of the patriarch Noah being the father, and the ark the mother 
of mankind, united, perhaps, with some traditional remembrance of the crime of 
Ham, I doubt not but that the whole of the detestable Phallic orgies derived their 
existence. They were early introduced into the Cabiric, or Diluvian mysteries; and 
the abominations which accompanied them called forth the loudest and most pointed 
invectives from Arnobius and Clemens Alexandrinus. The Ionim, or Yonijas of Deuca- 
lion, brought them to the temple of the Syrian goddess Atargatis, and erected a number 
of Phalli in the area before the vestibule, for the special purpose of commemorating the 
events of the Deluge. Twice each year, in allusion to that dreadful catastrophe, a 
person climbed to the top of one of the Phalli, where he remained seven days, the 
precise period which elapsed between each time of Noah's sending forth the dove. 
Lastly, the same indecencies were practised in the rites of the Cabiric Ceres, as in 
tnose of Bacchus, Osiris, and Maha Deva ; her deluded votaries vied with each other 
in a studied obscenity of language, and her nocturnal orgies were contaminated with 
the grossest lasciviousness.” — (Faber, Mys. Cab., c. 8.) 
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Lodges such abases are effectually guarded against by the exclusion of 
females. 

In the early ages of Christianity the mysteries were inimical to the pro- 
pagation of the Gospel, and the Mystagogues branded every Christian with 
the appellation of an atheist.* Masonry revived with the appearance of 
Christ in the world, and flourished abundantly in the first ages of the 
Gospel, under the sacred patronage of apostles, evangelists, and martyrs. 

The legend preserved in the Elensinian mysteries is briefly as fol- 
lows : — 

Osiris, King of Egypt, willing to confer an indeprivable. benefit on alP 
the nations around him, by communicating to them the arts of civilization, 
left the government of his kingdom to the care of bis wife, Isis, who was 
the same with Demeter or Ceres, f and made an expedition of three years 
to effect his benevolent purpose. On his return, he fell a sacrifice to the 
intrigues of his brother Typhon, who had formed a conspiracy, in his ab- 
sence, to destroy him and usurp his throne. At a grand entertainment, to 
which Osiris was invited to meet the conspirators, Typhon produced a valu- 
able chest, richly adorned with work of gold, and promised to give it to 
any person present whose body it should most convenieptly hold. Osiris 
was tempted to try the experiment ; but was no sooner laid in the chest 
than it was nailed down and thrown into the river. J The body of Osiris, 
thus committed to the mercy of winds and waves, was cast up at Byblus, 
in Phoenicia, and left at the foot of a tamarind tree. Isis, in the extremity 
of sorrow and despair at the loss of her husband, set out in company with 
Thoth, and traversed the earth in search of the body, making the air re-echo 
with her lamentations. After encountering the most extraordinary adven- 
tures, they at length gained possession of her husband’s corse, with which 
she returned to Egypt, in great joy, intending to give it a splendid inter- 
ment. By the treachery of Typhon, § she was again deprived of the body, 
which was severed into fourteen parts, and deposited in as many different 
places. || Isis, with unparalleled zeal and perseverance, undertook a second 


* Initiation was so dominant in the minds of the heathen, that they termed the 
4acrament of introduction into Christianity — initiation ; and they charged the Chris- 
tians with initiating their converts, de csede intan tis et sanguine. Subsequently, they 
accused the Christians of the 6ame obscenity in their holy services as they were 
themselves accustomed to— de adoratis sacerdotis virilibus ; and charged them with 
the horrid practices used by the Bacchantes at the celebration of the Dionusiaca. 
Illic post multas epulas, ubi convivium caluit, at incestse libidini ebrietatis fervor 
exarsit, canis, qui candelabra nexus est, jactu ossulae ultra spatium lines, qu£ vinctus 
est, ad impetum et saltum provocatur. Sic everso et extincto conscio lumine, impu- 
dentibus tenebris nexus inlands cupiditatis involvunt per incertum sortis. Et si non 
omnes eperiL conscientiA tamen pariter incesti ; quoniam voto universorum appetitur, 
quicquid accidere potest in actu singulorum. 

f Herod. Euterpe. 

J This was the aphanism of the mysteries. The first persons who discovered the 
above transaction were Pan and the Satyrs, who communicated the intelligence to 
the Egyptian people ; and they were overwhelmed with horror and amazement at the 
intelligence. Hence the word panic. 

§ When sorcerers invoked spirits unsuccessfully, they used to threaten, as the most 
powerful incantation they could use, that if the spirits refused to answer, they would 
reveal the mysteries, and deliver the members of Osiris to Typhon. — (Porph. apud 
Euseb. de Prsp. Evan. L 5, c. 6.) 

R Plutarch (De Isid. p. 93) informs us, that by the dismembering of Osiris into 
fourteen parts, was typified the several phates of the moon during her increase and 
decrease Diodorus further says (1. 1, c. 2), that while the days of lamentation for 
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journey to search for these scattered remnants; and, after considerable fatS* 
gue and disappointment, succeeded in finding every part, and buried them 
in the several places where they were discovered ; erecting an altar over 
every grave to mark the place where her husband’s remains were deposited.* 

The rites founded on this legend were the abominations shown by the 
Lord to the prophet Ezekiel, in his vision at Jerusalem. “ He said unto 
me, ‘ Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that 
they do.’ Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord’s house, 
which was toward the north ; and behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz. Then said he unto me, ‘ Hast thou seen this, O son of man ? 
turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these/ 
And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s house ; and beuold, 
at the door of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, 
were about five-and-twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the 
Lord, and their faces towards the east ; and they worshipped the dan to* 
wards the east/’f 

“ These solemnities were chiefly observed between the Byblienses and 
the Alexandrini. The manner was thus : when the Byblienses solemnized 
the death or loss of Adonis, at that time the Alexandrini wrote a letter ; 
this letter was enclosed in an ark of bulrushes ; J therein they signified that 
Adonis, whom they lamented, was found again ; this ark being, after the 
performance of certain rites and ceremonies, committed to the sea, forth- 
with it was carried by the stream to Byblus ; upon the receipt thereof, the 
lamentation of the women was turned into joy. Others say, that this 
lamentation was performed over an image, in the night season ; and when 


the aphanism at his tomb continued, it was customary for the priests to pour liba- 
tions of milk from three hundred and sixty vessels, in evident allusion to the number 
of days in the primitive year, before the intercalation took place. And it is recorded 
by the same author, that within the pyramid of Ismandes was a circle of gold three 
hundred and sixty-five cubits in thickness, on which the days of the improved year 
were inscribed on equal compartments, with a description of the rising and setting 
of the stata, and other curious particulars. 

• It was then proclaimed that Osiris was risen again from the dead ; and the most 
extravagant demonstrations of joy were used to express the sincere delight of the 
Mystae on this interesting occasion. This was the euresis. 

t Ezekiel, viii. 13 — 16. 

“The month which we call June, was by the Hebrew's called Tamuz, and the en- 
trance of the into the sign Cancer was, in the Jews’ astronomy, termed Tecuph® 
Tamuz, the revolution of Tamuz. Concerning Adonis, whom sometimes ancient 
authors call Osoris, there are two things remarkable : 3$* uio-juct, the death or loss 
of Adonis ; and the finding of him again. As there was great lamentation 

at his loss, especially amongst the women, so there was great joy at his finding. By 
the death, or loss of A.ionis, we are to understand the departure of the sun ; by his 
finding again, we are to understand his return. Now he seems to depart twice in a 
year : first, when he is in the tropic of Cancer, in the farthest degree northward ; 
secondly, when he is in the tropic of Capricorn, in the farthest degree southward ; 
answerable unto these two departures, which may be termed dispart 

lions, or losses of the sun ; there are two returns immediately succeeding, which ma> 
be termed i»5r«, the finding, or new appearance of the sun. Hence we may note 
that though the Egyptians celebrated their Adonia in the month of November, when 
the sun began to be farthest southward ; and the house of Juda theirs in the month of 
June, w’hen the sun was farthest northward; yet both were for the same reasons, and 
in substance they agreed. And of this the prophet Ezekiel is thought to have spoken 
f Ezek. viii. 14), 4 There sat women weeping for Tamuz.’ ” (Godwyn’s Moses and 
Aaron, 1. iv. c. 2.) 

{The prophet Isaiah had an eye to this custom, in xviii. 2. 
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they had sufficiently lamented, a candle was brought into the room, (which 
ceremony might mystically signify the return of the sun) ; then the priest, 
with a soft voice, muttered this form of words : ‘ Trust ye in God, for out 
of pain salvation is come unto us.’ There are likewise of the Jews that 
say their Tamua was an image whose eyes they filled with lead, which lead 
being melted by the means of fire under it, the image itself seemed to 
weep”* 

The recital and mimic performances of the adventures of Isis in search 
of her husband’s body, constituted a port of the ceremony of initiation into 
these mysteries. The wildness and terror of the scenes exhibited to the 
aspirants’ view, conveyed a species of horror to the mind calculated to en- 
courage the natural ferocity of their temper, and to suppress and extinguish 
those mild and amiable feelings of humanity, which unite the soul of man 
in communion with his God.f 

The following is a brief description of the ceremonies attending the initia- 
tion of candidates into these mysteries : 

The axpirants were required to be men of the strictest morality and 
virtue, of spotless reputation, and eminent for their piety and devotion to 
the Gods. As a preparation to some of these mysteries, particularly the 
rites of Mithras , celebrated in Persia, a probation of seven years was en- 
joined, the last fifty days of which period was employed in acts of auste- 
rity, in fasting and prayer, amidst the most rigorous extremes of heat and 
cold, hunger and nakedness, and not un frequently the severe infliction of 
whips and scourges. Previously to initiation they were habited in new 
garments, expressive of the new life they were about to commence ; and, 
after a public procession of matrons, and some trifling introductory cere- 
monies, they were admitted within the hallowed walls of the cavern J where 

• Godwyn’s Moses and Aaron, 1. iv. c. 2. Hence was Ezekiel carried to the north 
door of the temple, to behold the women weeping, &c., because the north was the 
most unpropitious aspect, as the sun darts no rays from that quarter to enlighten our 
hemisphere. 

fl have collected all the principal interpretations of this extraordinary legend, and 
the evidence tends to establish an astronomical reference. But though this was 
doubtless true at a later period, 1 am persuaded that at its original adaptation to the 
Spurious Freemasonry, it had an allusion to a real event which happened in the ear- 
liest ages of the world ; and 1 also think that the legend of our third degree referred 
to the same transaction. It is impossible on such a subject to be explicit. There is 
an essay in MS., on the historical part of our Master Mason’s degree, in the archives 
of the Koyal Arch Chapter of Edinburgh, No. 1, in which it is interpreted astrono- 
mically. But though the paper is profoundly learned and ingeni'' i am bound to 
express my dissent from the doctrines which it contains. The French Encyclope- 
dists, of the last century, pursued their astronomical conceits until it led them to 
Atheism. Our holy religion w*as pronounced an astronomical allegory — Jesus Christ 
being the sun, the twelve apostles the twelve signs of the zodiac, Ac. The intelli- 
gent Mason who communicated the above essay to me, concludes in the following 
words : “ If I have made myself understood, you will be able to trace my views on 
both the spurious and modem or blue Masonry. The spurious unquestionably arose 
from distorted traditions of the deluge, and gradually assumed (at least in some coun- 
tries) the form of Tsabaism. The w r ise king could not endure such abominations, 
and, with the assistance of H.A.B., not only purged them of their idolatrous rites, but 
altered the whole to suit the then state of the heavens. He struck a vital blow at 
the pagan superstitions of the Gentiles who accompanied H.A.B., in so far as he 
showed that their religion and rites, to be founded on truth, must be continually 
changing ; while the worship of the One God was fixed. The whole thus became a 
pure unsullied astronomical lecture to commemorate the event then in progress." 

J Mr. Faber is of opinion, and I think the conjecture is too reasonable to be lightly 
rejected, that St Patrick’s purgatory, the pyramid at New Grange, the temple of 
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those orgies were celebrated at dead of night* The Hierophant, habited 
like the Creator, then pronounced the tremendous sentence of exclusion to 
the uninitiated, txa$, «xaf »oate £t£ijXoi, on which the doors were closed, 
and the rites commenced. A sacred hymn was chauted and the wander- 
ings of Ceres, with her lamentations for the loss of her daughter Proser- 
pine, or of Isis for Osiris, or Venus for Adonis, or Rhea for Bacchus ; all 
these being but typical of the same event, were represented in mimic show. 
A burning brand was furiously waved round the Mystse, accompanied with 
dreadful shrieks and frantic gestures, to represent the roaring and tumult 
of Mount Etna, where it was said that Ceres, with a serpent twined round 
her body, kindled a pine tree, that her search might not be interrupted by 
the darkness of the night. A representation of a corpse laid in an ark hol- 
lowed out of a pine tree, was placed in view, and the death was lamented 
with loud and incessant wailings. J An awful pause succeeded this clamour. 


Muidhr in the small island off Sligo, together with the Cornish Tolmen, Stonehenge, 
and the stupendous natural cave of Castleton in Derbyshire, were all places destined 
for the celebration of the Phallic worship. With respect to the latter, I beg leave to 
quote his own words, which appear to carry conviction with them : “ With regard to 
the interior of the Derbyshire cavern, I am persuaded that any person who descends 
into it, after having first attentively perused the sixth book of th^ Aineid, will be not 
a little surprised at its singular resemblance to the Hades of the mysteries, though 
the terrific machinery, once introduced into it, exists no longer. You first enter into 
an immense and magnificent natural cave, the whole of which, how'ever, is perfectly 
visible by the dusky light admitted through its noble gateway. From this cave you 
are conducted to a small narrow door ; having passed through which you rapidly de- 
scend, till you find yourself upon the brink of a subterraneous river. Over the rivei 
you are ferried in a small boat ; and, after reaching the opposite side, you continue 
your course along its bank, through an alternate succession of narrow passages and 
lofty caverns. At length you arrive at a beautiful arched grotto of very large dimen- 
sions, in the centre of which rises a natural rock, which you are surprised to rind 
illuminated ready for your reception. The rock itself is occupied by a number of 
persons, who had previously entered for that purpose ; and your ears are forthwith 
saluted by a variety of wild songs, which forcibly remind you of the old populai 
superstition respecting elves and fairies. I have little doubt but that this is done 
pursuant to an immemorial custom ; all traditions respecting the origin and import 
of which have, however, long been obliterated Horn the minds of the guides.” 
(Faber, Mys. Cab. c. 10.) 

• There was at Alexandria an ancient temple, dedicated to Serapis, w r hich, for the 
stateliness of the building, the excellence of its architecture, and the magnificence of 
its details, was said to have been the most admirable spectacle in the world. Aftei 
the establishment of Christianity, Bishop Theophilus begged it of the emperor, with 
the intention of converting it into a church. Workmen were 6et on to clear away 
the rubbish ; and they found many dark vaults and caverns, where the rites of the 
spurious Freemasonry had been celebrated ; out of which they brought many “ de- 
testable and obscene images and utensils, which they publicly exposed to the scoro 
and derision of the people.” 

fThis hymn, according to Warburton, ipay be translated as follows: “I will de- 
clare a secret to the initiated, but let the doors be shut against the profane. But 
thou, Musaeus, the offspring of fair Selene, attend carefully to my song ; for I shall 
speak of important truths. Suffer not, therefore, the former prepossessions of your 
mind to deprive you of that happy life which the knowledge of these mysterious 
truths will procure you. But look on the divine nature, incessantly contemplate it, 
and govern well the mind and heart. Go on in the right way, and see the sole Gov 
ernor of the World. Hi is On*, and of himself alone ; and to that one all thinge owe 
their being. He operates through all, was never seen by mortal eyes, but does him- 
self see everything.” (Div. Leg. vol. 1, p. 154.) 

X The legend of the mysteries has been thus explained by Mr. Maurice. The cere- 
mony of inclosing Osiris in his coffin or chest, in memory of his having been thm. 
concealed by Typhon, their known symbol of the ocean, took place precisely upo% 
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which afforded the myttagogue an opportunity to deliver a lecture on the 
origin and symbols of idolatry ;* after which the pageants of their gods, 
surrounded with beams of light, were exhibited, in the style, as I conceive, 
^of our modern phantasmagoria or magic lantern. All this was performed 
in the gloom of darkness, in allusion to the darkness of the ark, which con- 
tained only one small window ; and emblematical also of the darkness of 
; the grave, in the intermediate state between death and the resurrection. 
Tremendous thunderings and noisesf occasionally broke through the 
qolemn silence, and every object was introduced which could possibly in- 
f spire terror and dismay. Their benefactors or national gods were repre- 
sented as existing in Elysium, enjoying eternal youth and never-ending 
pleasure whilst wicked men, termed the offspring of Typhon or the 
devil,§ were exhibited in the darkest shades of Tartarus, tormented with 


the 17th day of the 2nd month after the autumnal equinox; that is, in fact, upon the 
▼cry day in which the true Osiris, or Noah, entered the ark ; which in Scripture it 
said to have taken place in the 600th year of Noah’s life, on the second month, and 
on the 17th day of that month. Some understand, by his being inclosed in the coffin, 
nothing further than an eclipse of the sun. He was 6aid to have reigned twenty-eight 
years, alluding to the different degrees of light which appear in the moon, and to the 
number of days in which she performs her course round the earth. Plutarch says 
that the Egyptian priests, in their astronomical phraseology, resemble the Indian 
Brahmins, for a year, in their mythological phrase, is here put for a day ; and to live 
twenty-eight days, is synonymous to reigning twenty-eight years. 

• The historical part of the Eleusinian mysteries comprised an explanation of the 
formation of the world out of chaos ; the production of men and animals ; fabulous 
accounts of their gods and heroes ; the origin of sacrifices, with other illustrations all 
pointing to the same end, the propagation of idolatry. The historical part of Masonry 
commences with the creation of the world ; notices the translation of Enoch, the de- 
luge, the rejection of Ishmael, the sacrifice of Isaac, the journey of Jacob to Padana- 
rum, the delivery of the children- of Israel from Egypt, the erection of a tabernacle 
in the wilderness for the sacred purposes of divine worship, the building of the temple 
of Solomon and Zerubbabel, the invincible zeal and perseverance of the two great 
parallels of Masonry and Religion, who sprang up to enlighten and adorn the era in 
which Jesus Christ appeared amongst mankind, and many other important particu- 
lars, perfectly corresponding with the history of Moses, and all tending to promote 
the glory of God, peace on earth*, and good-will tow ards men. 

fThe priests of antiquity possessed considerable knowledge of the physical sci- 
ences. Pliny mentions the use of imitative thunder in the Egyptian labyrinth, as an 
engine of terror. In Chambers’ Journal (1841, p. 388) the following sensible obser- 
vations on this subject occur : “ The principles which govern the reverberation of 
sound are so easily to be apprehended by an acute observer, that however absurd 
'may have been the exoteric doctrines of the priests with regard to echo, we can 
scarcely suppose them to have been ignorant, if not of its true nature, at least of the 
laws by which it is governed ; and adding this to the fact, that under peculiar cir- 
cumstances, an echo has been returned from the clouds, there will be found few more 
efficient instruments of delusion and terror.” 

JThe emblem was a phoenix, — a bird which they were told lived 500 years, at the 
expiration of which time it was consumed by an eternal fire, and a young bird pro- 
duced from its ashes. Tacitus describes the phoenix as a singular bird, consecrated 
to the sun, and distinguished by its rich appearance and variegated colours from all 
others. It wras said to be seen, sometimes in Egypt, because the canicular cycle was 
invented there : and first in the reign of Sesostris, because this cycle began July 20, 
B. C. 1322; and was probably registered among other astronomical observations on 
the zodiac of Osymandes, which was one of the titles of that prince. 

5 According to the description w*hich is given of Typhon, by Keightley, in his 
Grecian mythology, he was the offspring of Tartarus and Earth. M His stature, out- 
topping the mountains, reached the sky; his head often touched the stars; one hand 
extended to the east, the other to the west; his legs and feet were the coils of 
snakes; his body was covered with feathers, his hair and beard streamed in the 
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(he punishment of fire and brimstone. Here the myatagog ne e xpatia ted 
on the benefits of virtue, and the drea dfnl nature^ofyicei These scenes 
were relieved and diversified wi th plaintive muStti nidlfie burning of rich 
per fames, which were calculated to affect the senses, and spread a softness 
over the mind. The mystee, however, were not suffered long to enjoy the 
agreeable sensations thus produced ; the apparatus of terror was now un- 
folded in all its appalling forms. Hideous spectres flitted before them, 
who rent the air with dreadful cries and acclamations. The furies, whose 
heads were covered with coils of hissing snakes, rushed forward in wild dis- 
order, followed by Cerberus with his three heads, whose fearful barkings and 
bowlings struck the hearts of the mystm cold with astonishment and horror. 

“ Of various forms, unnumber’d spectres more, 

Centaurs and double shapes besiege the door. 

Before the passage horrid Hydra stands, 

And Briareus, with his hundred hands ; 

Gorgons, Geryon with his triple frame, 

And vain Chimera vomits empty flame.” 

Drtdsn's JEat in, 1. 6. 

Scenes of Elysium and Tartarus were rapidly exhibited ; darkness was 
succeeded by the most brilliant glare of light, which was as suddenly ex- 
tinguished to make room for the blackest darkness. Pompous processions/ 
accompanied by the elevation of the Phallus, and all the gross iudeoencies 
which more particularly marked this part of the ceremony, passed in review 
before the astonished eyes of the aspirants ; who were invested with the 
peaceful olive branch as a mark of protection amidst all the dangers which 
might assail them ; commemorative of the branch brought by Noah’s dove, 
which convinced him that the waters had subsided. Beautiful aud en- 
chanting views were introduced, enlivened by all the variety of landscape ; 
where distant music gradually swelled into the full tide of harmony, and 
the sacred hymns of Orpheus were chanted by numerous unseen voices, f 

blast : fire flashed from his eyes. He hurled glowing rocks with loud cries and hiss- 
ing, against heaven; and storm and flame rushed from his mouth.” The fabled 
demon of the Hartz mountain was a pigmy to this. 

* Captain Wilford, sneaking of the penance which Mahadeva imposed on himself, 
of carrying the dead body of his wife in solemn procession seven times round the 
world, — which was the origin of the processions in the spurious Fieemasonry, ob- 
serves, that “when any accident happens to the gods, they generally set off at full 
speed, going seven times round the world, howling all the way most woefully.” In 
reference to which, when certain priests opened the temple of Apollo at Delos, for 
religious worship, they consecrated the whole precinct by a procession seven timet 
round the island. (Callim. Hymn. 249.) 

t “ The knowledge of acoustics professed by the ancients, is shown to have been 
very considerable, by the numerous marvels reported of the oracles of old, the con- 
trivances effecting which have, in many cases, been discovered. Being a faculty de 
pendent on man’s physical constitution, the counterfeiting of sounds, or ventriloquism, 
must doubtless have been a customary practice with the priests. At the command 
of the gymnosophists of Upper Egypt, a tree spoke to Apollonius. The voice was 
distinct, but weak, and similar to the voice of a woman. Though the weakness 
would indicate the concealment of the speaker (a child, most probably) in the tree, 
yet a knowledge of the art of M. Alexandre would have accomplished the trick, even 
without resorting to such means. But the common stratagem in the case of oracu- 
lar images and heads was simply the dexterous concealment of some party in or near 
the image. Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria, exposed the cheats of the pagan priest- 
hood by showing that their talking statues were hollow within, and communicated 
with dark passages in the walls. At Pompeii, st this hour, such passages are visible 
iu the sanctuaries of the temples.” 
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whose varying measures roused the heart with fury, or sunk it to despair. 
This was termed celestial music, and the pupils were thus confirmed in the 
superstitious worship of false gods. At length the body being restored, 
their former grief was turned into joy; and, amidst loud acclamations, its 
return to life was celebrated with every demonstration of pleasure.* The 
Hierophant addressed to the mystee a verso denoting a speedy termination 
of their troubles, and entered upon an exposition of the design and end of 
the institution into which they had been initiated. 

The secret* inculcated in the lesser mysteries, or the inferior degrees, 
consisted principally in abstruse disquisitions on the origin of the universe, 
the arcana of hieroglyphical knowledge, f under which many valuable and 


* When the sun, advancing towards the vernal equinox, entered the sign Pisces ; or, 
in the language of the spurious Freemasonry, when Osiris was about to be raised 
from his tomb, Typhon was represented as being so overcome with rage, bellowing 
furiously, and emitting flames of fire from his eyes and mouth, as to frighten the 
celestials out of their senses ; and to escape the effects of his resentment they found it 
necessary to transform themselves into various shapes; and amongst the rest, Venus 
and Cupid became fishes, and were placed in the Zodiac by their worshippers. 

f Ramsay, in his travels of Cyrus, gives the following explanation of the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, which he says, “ are to be found with the explications here given of 
them in Plutarch, Iamblichus, Damascius, and Homs Apollo, quoted by Kircher and 
Cudworth. The temple was consecrated to the goddess Isis, and built in an oval 
form, to represent the egg of the world ; over the great gate was this inscription, to 
the t oddest who is owe, and who i» all. The altar was a great obelisk of porphyry, on 
which were engraven several hieroglyphics, containing the secrets of the Egyptian 
religion. Towards the top appeared three dark clouds, which seemed to meet in a 
point; somewhat lower, a tree planted in a muddy marsh, upon whose branches, 
which reached up to the clouds, sat a hawk ; by the side of this tree was a winged 
globe, with a serpent coming out of it; at the bottom of all, a crocodile, without a 
tongue, hid itself in the waters of an abyss, a sphynx at the same time walking upon 
the surface. On one side of this altar stood the statue of the goddess, covered with a 
veil, upon which were represented the figures of the celestial and terrestrial bodies ; 
on the other side was the 6tatue of Harpocrates, holding one hand upon his mouth, 
and pointing to the goddess with the other. The high priest, clothed in his pontifical 
robes, explained the meaning of these symbols beiore he began the sacrifice. ‘ We 
adore,’ said he, ‘no other but the great Ammon, that is to say, the unknown God : we 
consider him sometimes as he is in himself, and at other times as manifested by 
nature. In the first sense we call him Eicton, Emeph, Ptha, Life, Light, and Love ; 
all whose operations, thoughts, and affections being concentrated in himself, he 
remains in his solitary unity incomprehensible to mortals ; thus considered, we adore 
him only by silence, or by the name of incomprehensible darkness thrice repeated : and 
We represent him by the clouds which you see towards the top of the obelisk. Then 
we consider him, as he has manifested himself in the multiplicity of nature, by a dif- 
fusive goodness that communicates itself everywhere, by a sovereign wisdom which 
forms within itself the ideas of all things, and by an infinite power that produces, 
animates, preserves, and governs whatever has a being. We call these three forms 
of the divinity, Osiris, Isis, Orus, and we represent them by many different symbols : 
sometimes by an hawk, which having of all birds the most piercing eye, and the 
most rapid flight, serves to express the divine intelligence and activity. This bird 
sits upon the top of a tree, to signify that the eternal nature is infinitely exalted above 
matter, which is as dirt in comparison of the pure essence of the Deity. The globe 
denotes the indivisible unity without beginning or end: the serpent the supreme 
wisdom, and the wings that active spirit which animates and gives life to all. The 
crocodile, which appears under a deep water, and without a tongue, represents the 
great Osiris hidden in the abyss of nature, and doing all in a profound silence ; but 
you see walking in the circuit of this abyss, a sphynx, W’hich, being half man and 
half lio.n, signifies the wisdom and strength of the two other principles. Lastly, the 
goddess Isis, covered with a veil, and having, as you see, this inscription on her pe- 
destal. I am all that is. has been , or shall be. and no mortal can remoot the veil that Corel's 
me, declares, that universal nature is but a veil which covers the Divinity, and that 
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sublime truths were said to be shadowed ; plausible theories of religion aud 
worship adapted to their peculiar system of idolatry ; and on the nature 
and attributes of each particular god. But after a probation of four years, 41 
the my8tse were admitted to a participation in the aWp'p'yr a or ineffable 
secrets. A knowledge of the general deluge and the salvation of Noah 
and his three sons in the ark, with all the circumstances attending that 
remarkable event, were communicated ; the mystse were taught that the 
gods they worshipped had been mere mortals like themselves, f and had 
not the most distant claim to the rites of divine worship ; but for reasons 
of state that delusion was necessary to bo preserved amongst the people. 
The unity of the Godhead was then inculcated, together with the doctrine 
of a future state of rewards and punishments. And when these secrets 
had been communicated, together with the system of morality conveyed in 
emblematical and hieroglyphical symbols, the perfect mystse were termed 
Epoptae, which implies that they see everything truly and without dis- 
guise. After all the rites of initiation were completed, they were termed 
regenerate ; J the words Koy£ and Op*a£ were intrusted to them, and they 
were dismissed. § 


no one can behold the splendour of his pure and naked essence. The posture of the 
god Harpocrates denotes, that we ought never to speak of the incomprehensible 
essence of Isis, but only of her manifestations.” 

• Clem Alex. Strom. 5. 

t And not only were dead men worshipped, but brutes and insects and reptiles* 
dogs, cats, crocodiles, and snakes ; nay, even leeks, and garlic and onions. O sanctas 
gentes quibus haec nascuntur in hortiB numina ! 

J “ It is worthy of observation, that an idea seems always to have prevailed among 
the initiated, that the groundwork of their mysteries was a sort of wonderful regene- 
ration, or new birth. Hence were instituted the singular rites of the Taurobolium 
and the Criobolium, of which the following account is given us by Prudentius. When 
the day set apart for the consecration of the high priest arrived, he descended, arrayed 
in his pontifical robes, into a pit which had previously been dug for that purpose. 
Above the pit was a. kind of floor, the boards of which were perforated with an in- 
finite number of holes. Upon this floor they led a bull crowned with a chaplet of 
flowers, and there cut his throat. The reeking blood, descending upon the boards, 
fell in showers through the holes into the pit ; and was received by the priest upon 
his head, his body, and his raiment. When all the blood was drained, the victim 
was removed, and the high priest came out. It was a horrible spectacle to see him 
in this plight, his head covered with blood, clotted drops sticking to his beard, and all 
his garment distained: and yet, as soon as he appeared, he was received with a gen- 
eral congratulation ; and the assembled multitudes, not daring to approach his person, 
adored him at a distance, esteeming him a man awfully pure and holy. This bap- 
tism of blood was conceived to regenerate those upon whom it was conferred ; and, 
in token of such regeneration, they wore their blood-stained clothes as long as possi- 
ble.” (Faber, Mys. Cab. c. 10.) But this mysterious regeneration was usually con- 
veyed by passing through a small cavity comjiosed of consecrated paetre, which was 
to represent the door of the ark, through which the Noachidae issued after the waters 
of the deluge had subsided, which in the phraseology of the mysteries, was termed a 
new or second birth ; and which after the general introduction of the Phallic wor- 
ship, 'was designated by symbols and perpetuated by rites, disgustingly filthy and 
obscene, but characteristic of the degradation to which humanity might be reduced, 
after the true worship of God had been renounced to make way for the introduction 
of an unrestrained and impure worship, which canonized vice, and erected temples tc 
the grossest and most disgraceful of human passions and propensities. 

§ It appears clear that while, in one sense, the aphanism and euresis of Osiris 
referred to the departure and re-appearance of the sun, in another they typified the 
inclosure of Noah in the ark and his subsequent liberation, thus uniting, in these ex- 
traordinary celebrations, the arkite and the Babian idolatry, or death in Adam and lift 
in Christ. The fiction that Adonis spent one half of the year in the embraces of 
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Though I cannot contrast with the above, by a particular description) 
the sober and rational ceremonies in use amongst Masons,* yet I can assure 
my readers, that Masonry admits not a single rite, which may not be de- 
fended on the pure principles of Scripture and reason. f The ceremonies 
of the Order are calculated to expand the mind with piety and devotion) 
and to lead it by imperceptible degrees to a union with its Maker. 

There is indeed some degree of resemblance, in respect of the moral 
duties inculcated by each, as well as in the purity required from candi- 
dates for initiation.^ Not that I believe the inculcation of virtue to idola- 


Venns, and the other in those of Proserpine, alluded to the sun’s continuing six 
months in the northern signs of the zodiac, and six months in the southern. 

• By the constitutions of Masonry, the persons craving to be admitted members of 
a Lodge, must be u good and true men, free born, and of a mature and discreet age , 
no bondmen, no women, no immoral or scandalous men, but of good report.” And 
each candidate, previously to admission, is obliged to sign a declaration couched in 
the following terms, and addressed to the master and wardens of the Lodge. “ I, 
A. B., being free by birth, and of the full age of twenty-one years, do declare, that 
unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or 
other unworthy motives, I freely and voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the 
mysteries of Masonry; that I am prompted by a favorable opinion conceived of the 
institution, and a desire of knowledge ; and that I will cheerfully conform to all the 
ancient usages and established customs of the Order. Witness my hand, &c.” 

fThe system of morality taught amongst Masons is briefly set forth in the follow- 
ing extracts from an Ancient Charge : “ As you have now passed through the cere- 
monies of your initiation, allow me to congratulate you on being admitted a member 
of our ancient and honorable Society. No institution can boast a more solid founda- 
tion than that on which Freemasonry rests > — the practice oe social and moral 
virtue. As a Mason, I would first recommend to your most serious contemplation 
the volume of the Sacred Law ; charging you to consider it as the unerring standard 
of truth and justice, and to regulate your actions by the divine precepts it contains, 
&c. As a citizen of the world, I am next to enjoin you to be exemplary in the dis- 
charge of your civil duties, by never proposing, or at all countenancing, any act that 
may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of society, &c. As an in- 
dividual, I am further to recommend the practice of every domestic, as well as public 
virtue. Let Prudence direct you! Temperance chasten you! Fortitude support 
you! and Justice be the guide of all your actions! Be especially careful to main- 
tain, in their fullest splendour, those truly Masonic ornaments — Benevolence and 
Charity. Still, however, as a Mason, there are other excellences of character to 
which your attention may be peculiarly and forcibly directed. Among the foremost 
of these are, secrecy, fidelity, and obedience, &c.; and, as a last general recommenda- 
tion, let me exhort you to dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to 
become useful to mankind ; that you would more especially devote your leisure hours 
to the study of such of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie within the compass 
of your attainment ; and that, without neglecting the ordinary duties of your station, 
you would consider yourself called upon to make a daily advancement in Masonic 
knowledge/’ The whole of this excellent charge, which is now generally used in 
our Lodges, may be found in the last edition of Preston's Illustrations. 

JThe precepts taught in the Eleusinian mysteries, which, as they ultimately 
swallowed up all the rest, may be considered as a fair specimen of the whole, were 
principally these : “They perpetually inculcated, that it was the chief business of the 
mysteries to restore the soul to its original purity ; they made everything tend to 
show the necessity of virtue. 4 Thus,’ says Epictetus, ‘ the mysteries become useful ; 
tipis we 6eize the true spirit of them, that everything therein was instituted by the 
ancients for instruction and amendment of life.’ In pursuance of this scheme, it was 
required in the aspirant to the mysteries, that he should be of an unblemished and 
virtuous character, and free even from the suspicion of any notorious crime : for the 
discovery of which he was severely interrogated. On this account, Suetonius tells 
us, 4 that when Nero, after the murder of his mother, took a journey into Greece, and 
had a mind to be present at the celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries, the con- 
science of this parricide deterred him from it.’ So the good Emperor M. Autonius, 
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ten was likely to produce any salutary effects. For example being more 
powerful than precept , the practical vices of a single god were sufficient to 
produce a proportion of moral evil, which could never be obviated by the 
theoretical incitements to virtue proceeding from all the philosophers and 
mystagogues in the universe. But, however, in soino points the two insti- 
tutions agreed, it only proves that the one was founded on the general 
principles of the other. Their discrepancies, already noticed, are too evi- 
dent and irreconcilable, to sanction the hypothesis, that these mysteries 
w*re the Masonry of ancient times. 

This degree of resemblance, however, cannot assimilate Masonry with 
the worship of false gods : for, though idolatry might, and did, imitate the 
true worship in all practicable points, it could not, for that reason alone, 
be deemed the true religion ; and casteris paribus , though the mysteries 
here spoken of might be founded upon the ancient practice of Masonry, its 
members,, while worshipping the creature, could not preserve the purity of 
that Order whose sole foundation is the unsophisticated worship of the 
Creator. 

It has been observed, that the Epoptm were taught, when admitted to 
the greater mysteries, that the deities generally worshipped were but dead 
men, who had been deified on account of some real or imaginary benefit 
which they bad rendered to mankind; and that the only true God was 
one, the Creator and preserver of all things. As these mysteries became 
' universally disseminated amongst mankind, an altar was publicly erected 
to the Divine Being taught in the aYto'pVyra, by the advice of Epimenedes, 
during the time of a destructive pestilence ; but their ideas respecting his 
nature and attributes were so very confused and obscure, even in a city 
celebrated for religions knowledge, and denominated by Sophocles 'Alimov 
tuv FfotytifVwv,* that this altar was inscribed “ To the unknown God !” 
And this opinion of the Athenians was so very popular, that the neigh- 
b >ring nations used to swear by him that was unknown at Athens : Ntj tw 
tv A$rj\ai$ ayvuetov :f yet the communication of this limited knowledge 
was esteemed tbe only means of combating the practice of vioe proceeding 
from tbe contagious example of their libidinous deities. 

These mysteries were received with the greatest avidity by all nations ; 
they were supposed to be a potent and effectual charm to prevent or avert 
calamities;^ and individuals were taught that all the initiated should 

when he would purge himself to the woi!d of the death of Avidius Cassius, chose to 
be initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries ; it beibg notorious to all, that none were 
admitted to their participation who labored under the just suspicion of any heinous 
immorality. The initiated woe enjoined, during the celebration of the mysteries, 
the greatest purity and highest elevation of mind. ‘When you. sacrifice or pray,’ 
says Epictetus in Arrian, ‘go.with a prepared purity of mind, and with dispositions 
«o previously disposed as are required of you when you approach the ancient rites 
and mysteries.’ And Proclus tells us, 1 that the mysteries and initiations drew the 
sonU of men from a material, sensual, and merely human life, and joined them in 
communion with the gods.’ ” — (Div. Leg. 1. 2, s. 4.) 

• Electro, Act ii. See. 1. Lucian in Philopatride. 

The Druids, who practised the Cabiric mysteries, presented the initiated with an 
amulet, called anguinum ovum, whose properties were to make the possessor fortunate 
in ail his undertakings \ to procure him the most exalted patronage, and to give him 
a decided advantage over his antagonists in every contest for superiority. This egg 
was produced from the saliva of a large ball of serpents closely interwoven together ; 
and, being impelled into the air by the hissing of the serpents, was received in its 
fell on a pure white doth, held by a horseman, who was obliged to retire precipi- 
tately from the spot, to escape the fury of the serpents, who usually pursued him 
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receive divine honours after death,* and their souls be assuredly received 
into the blest abode of the gods.f Hence arose that great anxiety for in- 
itiation, which produced such immense profits that, in a time of scarcity, 


until they were impeded by a river, which they were unable to cross. The virtues 
of this egg were then put to the test : it was enchased in gold ; and being cast into 
the water, if genuine, it would swim against the most rapid stream. Precisely of the 
same nature were the magical amulets df the Basilideans (a sect of visionaries who 
flourished in the second century from Christ), called Abraxas, which, they asserted, 
was the sacred and incommunicable name of God, the Author of the circle of 365 
days ; and hence they were supposed to worship the sun, whose annual course was 
accomplished in that period. The numerical computation is as follows : 

A, 1 

B, 2 
P. 100 
A, 1 
E, 60 

' * A, 1 

2, 200 

365 

From Abraxas, say they, comes Logos (the word) ; from Logos, Phronesis (pru- 
dence) ; from Phronesis, Sophia and Dynamis (wisdom and strength) ; and so on to 
the above number ol 365. This Word, which is of the same signification with 
Abracadabra, was the name of a god worshipped by the Syrians, and was used as a 
charm to prevent misfortune. 

In a circle, the emblematical representation of a year, was inscribed triangularly 
this Word, which was supposed to convey perpetual health and happiness, and pro 
lection from temporal dangers. 



0 



8oms of these gems have been preserved. u Joseph Scaliger had one of them in his 
possession, and the excellent Peireskius very many. Amulets they were, anc symbols 
too of their deities, whose names of Abraxas, Michael, Gabriel, Ouriei Raphael, 
Ananael, Prosoraiel, Yabsoe (names of their gods, and their seven angels. £*e presi 
dents of their seven heavens), were inscribed on them, together with the rgures of 
men, beasts, fowls, plants, stars ; tne schemes of which may be seen in P gnorius 
Abraxas is represented with a human body, with buckler and whip, or sword in 
hand, as ensigns of power j and with serpents as feet.** — (Twiios’i /dofart Con- 
sult the F. Q. R. for 1840, p. 307.) 

• Ahstoph. t Hsto Pbced. 
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toe public treasury of Athens was amply replenished from the emoluments 
arising out of these mysteries. 

In the dark history of the heathen world, we discover few appearances . 
of Masonry, except in Egypt, Greece, Phoenicia, and Rome ; idolatrous 
fable, and improbable mythologies, supply the place of truth and reason ; 
and it is a remarkable evidence of the connection of Masonry with religion, 
that, in proportion as the knowledge and worship of the true God has 
declined in all the countries of the earth, Masonry has also receded from 
the view, as the glorious light of the sun vanishes before the darkness of 
the night And it may be safely added, that no certain traces ‘of genuine 
Masonry have been found to exist in any country, or amongst any people, 
who have altogether renounced the true worship of God, and set up an 
idol in his stead. 

The mysteries, trhioh were esteemed as a plausible substitute for Ma- 
sonry, attained such au influence over the minds of men, that even the 
great moralist Isocrates confessed that the mysteries were what human 
nature principally stands in need of.* And almost all the philosopher^ 
of antiquity speak highly of their original purity, and the great and* bene- 
ficial effects they were calculated to produce both to states and individuals. 
Socrates approved of them, though he long refused to be initiated. Tully 
gave them the highest character, in a moral and political point of view i 
and Plutarchf could say, that “ their mythologies contained nothing weak, 
unreasonable, or superstitions ; but that, under every fable was hid somti 
moral, historical, or philosophical truth. J 

In the history of an idolatrous nation, the declension of Masonry may 
be very accurately defined, as its decay is visibly connected with the cor- 
ruptions of religion. At the dispersion from Babel, the original planters 
of nations carried with them a knowledge of the principles of our science, 
more or less deteriorated, according to the practice of their former asso- 
ciates ; but in no one instance entirely lost. After these planters were 
settled in their respective colonies, we behold the unceasing efforts of the , 
Cabiri used to pervert it from its original intention, and make it subser- 
vient to tbeir private views of aggrandisement. These innovations brought 
on idolatry ; every nation had its favourite deity ; and, in after ages, 
these gods became incorporated, and hosts of mediators were worshipped 
by many individual nations, till at length the meanest reptilcB, and even 


• Pan eg. f De Isid. et Osir. p. 353. 

% Lucian is describing the initiations when he makes Menippus relate to Philonides 
the terrors of the infernal regions, which he says he himself witnessed. He then 
moralizes with great beauty. “ Comparing human life,” says he, M to the initiation 
processions, where Fortune, acting the Choragus, disposes all things, and puts on tfce 
several habits of those who walk in it ; to one she gives the tiara, appoints bin sat- 
rap and crowns him with a diadem : another she clothes in the garb of a slave ; 
one she adorns and makes beautiful ; another she makes deformed and ridiculous, for 
the spectacle must have variety; often, even in the middle of the ceremony, will she 
change the dresses of some, and not permit them to go through the rites as they set 
out. Crcesus she forced to take the habit of a slave; to Meandriua, who had long 
walked in the procession as a servant, she transferred the monarchy of Polycrates, 
and suffered him for awhile to strut in the royal robe. When, at length, the cere- 
mony ends, every one gives back his garment, and laying it aside, together with his 
body, becomes just as he was before, and in nothing difi bring from his neighbour*. 
Some, when Fortune came to strip them of their robe, were foolish enough to mur- 
mur and be angry, refusing to give back what was but lent them for a time, as if 
they had been deprived of something which they considered as their own.” >v 
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inanimate stocks and stones, were worshipped as gods ; and, in the time 
of Hesiod, the world contained no less thau thirty thousand objects of Pa- 
gan adoration. Amidst such a gross defection from God's worship, it is 
no wonder that Masonry, clothed in purity and perfection, should hide her 
face in shame and sorrow ; it is no wonder that they should reject her as 
a meddling and unwelcome intruder, when, faithful to her trust, sho de- 
nounced judgments against their apostacy ; overthrew their idols with con- 
tumely, and pointed out charity, or universal brotherly love, as the me- 
dium through which they might attain to the knowledge and love of their 
Maker. 

The Eleusinian mysteries were transmitted by oral tradition , for a pe- 
riod of more than two thousand years, and continued until the reign of 
Theodosius, who gave the finishing blow to idolatry, and all its accompani- 
ments, throughout this extensive empire. Their secrets were never com- 
mitted publicly to writing except in the very latest ages, when their 
abominable practices brought them into disrepute, and accelerated their 
dissolution.* 

How very sacred the ancients deemed these mysteries, appears from the 
following passages in Apollonius Rhodius : 

“ To Samothrace, Elcctra’s isle, they ateer, 

That there initiated in rites divine, 

Safe they might sail the navigable brine. 

But, muse, presume not of these rites to tell : 

Farewell, dread isle! dire deities, farewell! 

Let not my verse these mysteries explain : 

To name is impious, to reveal profane.” 

Fawkes. 

The mysteries in every nation were committed to the custody of the 
priests.f The Bramins of India were wonderfully tenacious of their 
secrets, and, deviating from the practice of other nations, concealed them 
from all the world except those who aspired the sacerdotal dignity. Their \ 
secrecy was so severely maintained, that death was the certain punishment 
for the slightest breach of faith. The Hindoos were idolators, yet the 
general truths of religion ran obscurely through their system of false 
worship. They represented the Supreme Being under a threefold sym- 
bol. They believed that " God created the world ; that he is eternal, 
omnipotent, knowing all things, and present everywhere.” They admit 
the reality of a future state, though their theory on this point is somewhat 
vague and fanciful. The threefold symbol evidently shows that these 
idolaters had some general ideas respecting the doctrine of the Trinity ; 
which appears, indeed, to have run through all the systems of false as well 
as true worship iu every age of the world. Suidas informs us that the 


* W&rburton says, that the mysteries are laid open, and the tedious forms of in- 
itiation fully described by Virgil (Emus, lib. 6). 

t And they held the minds of men in the most deplorable thraldom. u Amongst 
the proudest and wisest/' says Mills, “ within the borders of Paganism, there did not 
live a man unenslaved by these delusions. The soothsayer, the interpreter of dreams, 
the sacrihcer, the seller of the remnants and dust Of the dead, the miserable pretender 
to magic ; these were the true rulers of mankind, these were the sceptre-bearers, to 
whom emperors themselves were but as menials; they laughed at authority, set 
counsel at nought, and sapped the foundations of every state, by sapping the vigour 
of the national mind." 
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name of Trismegietns was given to Thoth or Hermes # “ because be taught 
the doctrine of the Trinity." 

Stanhope says: “Some very learned heathens have made approaches to 
this doctrine, under the names of one or good, mind or cause, and sou), 
sometimes called the soul of the world, at other times the soul above the 
world. The same have been again distinguished by infinite ooodness, in- 
finite wisdom, and infinite love ; but these distinctions are not made to 
imply three different principles, but as united in one common principle or 
universal oause. The first of these was said to be derived from none ; the 
second to be derived from the first ; the third from the other two. ' In the 
production of the world, the first was the original mover ; the second was 
the architect; the third was the giver of life : but still all these were 
affirmed to have but one operation, and all things to be produced by the 
common consent of the three.”f 

Every Mason will fully comprehend this reasoning, because it is nearly 
allied to a most beautiful illustration contained in the first Lecture of 
Masonry. 


* It is impossible to clear away the miets in which the history of the triple Hermes 
is involved. The poets identify him with Mercury. Bishop Cumberland makes him 
the same as Thoth, the son of Mizraim. Bryant, fr^.n the Chronicon Paschale, pro- 
nounces him to be the patriarch Joseph. Some think his name of Trismegistus, or 
thrice greatest, was imposed, because, like the Jewish patriarchs, he combined in his 
own person the threefold office of king, priest, and prophet; and hence the theory 
which professes to explain all the phenomena of nature from the three chemicl prin- 
ciples, salt, sulphur, and mercury, is called the Hermetical philosophy. Suidas, how- 
ever, says that the name of Trismegistus was given him because he taught the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. Faber considers him an imaginary mythological character, 
and derives his name from Ar-Mon, the deity of the lunari ark it mountain. Ham- 
mer considers him to have been Enoch, and says, 44 Hermes was the first king of the 
ancient Egyptians, and is evidently the Hermes Trismegistus of the Greeks, and 
possibly the same with the triple Rama of the Indians. The old kings of Egypt are 
comprehended by or under the name of Pharaohs. The Oriental historians divide 
them into three dynasties ; viz. 1, the Hermesian ; 2, the Pharaohs ; and 3, the 
Coptic, or properly Egyptian kings. To the first, and particularly to Hermes, the 
threefold himself, they ascribe the tombs, catacombs, temples, palaces, pyramids, 
obelisks, sphynxes, and all the royal, funeral, religious, and astronomical monuments 
which astonish the traveller in Upper Egypt; but, incapable of distinguishing them, 
or of finding out their true appropriation, they believe all of them to hav* been con- 
structed for the purpose of hiding treasures, of raising spirits, of telling fortunes and 
future events ; of performing chemical operations, of attracting affection, of repelling 
evils, or of indicating approaching enemies ; and they call them, according to these 
purposes, treasure chambers, conjuring buildings, astrological tables, alchemical 
monuments, magical spells, talismans, and magic alarm-posts, 
f Boyle, Leet. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CONTAINING FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN 

YEARS. 

View of Masonry from the Universal Deluge to the Offering of Isaac . 

Noah remained in the ark while the waters inundated the world, for 
the space of six months, at the expiration of which time the ark rested on 
Ararat, a mountain in Armenia. After remaining about three months in 
that situation, Noah sent out a raven* and a dove, that he might ascertain 
whether the waters had subsided. The birds very soon returned to the 
ark, unable, from the prevalence of the waters, to find a place of rest. 1 At 
the end of seven days he sent forth the dove a second time, which returned 
to the ark with an olive leaf in her mouth, as a token of peace and recon- 
ciliation with God ; and the olive branch has consequently been adopted 
as a symbol of peace by every nation under the sun. When seven days 
were again expired, he sent forth the dove a third time, which returned to 
him no more ; hence Noah concluded that the waters were dissipated from 
off the face of the earth ; and at the end of twelve months and ten days 
from his entering the ark, he left it on the summit of the mountain, and 
all the creatures in it were 60on dispersed over the earth.f 

The first act of Noah, after his escape from the general destruction of 
all created flesh, was an act of gratitude and devotion to his Great Pre- 
server. He erected an altar ana offered a burnt offering of every clean 
beast and fowl. Here God covenanted with Noah, that he would no more 
destroy the world by water, and placed a rainbow in the clouds as a token, 
which was to remain as a perpetual memento of His most gracious promise. J 
The assurances of preservation delivered to Noah were accompanied by 


• Ravens were bird* of ill omen. When they appeared about an army, they were 
objects of terror, particularly if they came croaking on the left hand. Pliny says 
that the worst omens were given by them when they made a harsh sort of noise — 
rattling in their throats as it' they were choking. 

f In the time of Josephus, there was a city in Armenia which he calls AtuffarriXiw 
or the place of descent : it is galled by Ptolemy, Naxuana; by Moses, Choronensis 
Idsheuan ; and at the place itself it was called Nach-Idsheuan, which signifies the 
hraf place of descent. This city was a lasting monument of the preservation of 
Noah in the ark, upon the top of that mountain at whose foot it was built, as the first 
city or town after the flood.” — (Bishop Tomline’s Theol., pt. i. c. 1.) 

f A phenomenon, so remarkable and so frequently recurring amidst excessive rains, 
serves to impress this assurance firmly on our minds. The appearance of this bow 
is said to excite very extraordinary sensations upon the Jews, even to this day. 
Superstitiously imagining the sacred name of God to be visibly displayed in the 
rainbow, they turn from it in the * utmost veneration, lest they should behold the 
majesty of God, whom no one may see and live : and after an humble confession of 
their sins, they acknowledge themselves worthy to be cut off by a similar visitation, 
and celebrate His clemency who spares them, while deformed by a series of accumu- 
lated transgressions. 


* 
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ao injunction to observe certain precepts, wbioh the Jewish Rabbins say 
were seven:* — 1. Judgment; or punishment for the commission of un- 
natural crimes. 2. Blessings ; particularly the institution of the Sabbath, 
and praising the name of God. 3 Against the practice of idolatry. 

4. Uncovering our own nakedness forbidden. 5. Punishment for shed* 
ding the blood of our fellow creatures. 6. Against theft, fraud, and dis- 
simulation : and the seventh forbade eating the flesh of a beast, taken from 
it before it was dead.f 

In process of time the unnatural conduct of Ham elicited his father’s 
curse. He denounced judgment upon his posterity ; and particularly on 
Canaan, which were inflicted with unremitting vengeance.^ 

His immediate posterity partook largely of their progenitor’s perver- 
sity ; stimulated probably by the curse. They removed by gradual migra- 
tions from east to west, until they found themselves on the plains of Shinar, 
about a century after the Deluge.§ The children of Japheth principally 

• Maimonides informs ns that Adam had six precepts given him after the fall ; 
which were — 1. Against idolatry. 2. Against blasphemy. 3. Against munier. 

4. Against adultery. 5. Against stealing. 6. To appoint judges to enforce these pre- 
cepts. These, he adds, were enjoined on Noah, with this addition, that he should not 
cut off* any portion of a living animal and eat it. 

t Sheindler in Pentaglot 

{ The curse of a father, in ancient times, was deemed an inexpiable misfortune. 

Heathen nations were impressed with an idea, that one principal commission of the 
Furies was, to execute vengeance on wayward children, lying under the parental 
curse. In after ages, the descendants of Canaan became addicted to the very wont 
species of idolatry, and even sacrificed their sons and their daughten on the impious 
altars of false and impure deities. (Deut. xii. 31.) They practised the most mons- 
trous and unnatural vices, and lost every vestige of that pure science which places a 
restraint on all unruly lusts and passions. They were guilty of incests, sodomy, and 
every kind of bestiality. (Levit xviii.) Thus when the Israelites, who sprang 
from Shem, had been delivered from their Egyptian bondage, and brought with them 
the science of Masonry, which they practised under the auspices of their grand 
master Joshua, who succeeded Moses in that high office, the effects of Noah's curse 
became visible ; for the Canaanites were destroyed or driven out of the land, to ex- 
perience every privation and misery in strange lands, where human foot had never 
before trod. And those that escaped destruction, and remained in the land, were 
made hewers of wood and drawers of water to the Israelites. They who fled and 
planted other nations obtained no continuance of rest or peace. The Tyrians were 
destroyed by Alexander, a descendant of Japheth ; and the Carthaginians by the 
Romans, who were of the same original. And the miserable remains of this un- 
happy people are slaves to the Turkish nation, descendants also from the same patri- 
arch. “Egypt was the land of Ham, as it is often called in Scripture, and for many 
years it was a great and flourishing kingdom ; but it was subdued by the Persians, 
who descended from Shem, and afterwards by the Grecians, who descended from 
Japheth ; and from that time to this it hath constantly been in subjection to some or 
other of the posterity of Shem or Japheth. The whole continent of Africa was 
peopled principally by the children of Ham ; and for how many ages have the better 
parts of that country lain under the dominion of the Romans, and then of the Saracens, 
and now of the Turks! In what wickedness, ignorance, barbarity, slavery, misery, 
live most of the inhabitants ! And of the poor negroes, how many hundreds every 
year are sold and bought like beasts in the market, and conveyed from one quarter 
of the world to do the work of beasts in another ! Nothing can be more complete 
than the executidn of the sentence upon Ham as well as Canaan !” (Newton on the • 
Proph., Diss. 1.) 

§ To enter on the origin and planting of nations, would be a discussion too wide 
and uncertain for the limits that could be assigned to it in a work of this nature. 

Nor is it necessary. I may, however, remark, that India and • Egypt were the 
great schools of the world. Here all wisdom and learning were concentrated, at a 
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uooompanied them ; and on these immense plains they laid the foundation 
of a mighty kingdom, which, under the name of the Babjlonian Mon- 
archy, continued in a flourishing state for many centuries. Here they 
formed the great project of erecting a Tower, whose height and magnitude 
should be sufficient protection against any future inundation of the world. 

A part of the race of Shem, who had been induced to join in the mi- 
grations of mankind under their respective patriarchs, were united with 
Ham and Japheth in the construction of this Tower. They did not, how- 
ever, suspect what was the secret design of Nimrod, and therefore engaged 
in the work from principles of public utility, and without imagining 
that any evil consequences would result. The building was erected to 
the honour of false gods, as well as to prevent dispersion. It was com- 
posed of enormous bricks dried in the sun, each being 19 J feet in length, 
15 feet broad, and 7} feet in thickness. These bricks were cemented by 
slime or bitumen, 11 ' which was rendered by time as hard as the substance 
of the brick. Three years were occupied in making these bricks, though 
the greatest part of mankind were employed in the work.f 

The most probable dimensions of this building are those proposed by 
Anderson in his History of Masonry : “ The foundation is reported to 
have been a square of half a mile in compass ; and the building to have 
consisted of eight square towers, rising in stages above each other, with 
an ascending passage on tKe outside, all the way up to an observatory on 
the top, which was 600 feet from the ground. J In the grand tower were 
apartments with arched roofs, supported by pillars, 75 feet high, intended 
for a temple, in which the idolatrous worship of the god Bel us was after- 


period when ignorance and barbarism characterized almost every other people ; and 
even in the most early times, Egypt sent out her colonies into divers nations, for their 
civilization and improvement ; not only under the conduct of Osiris, Danaus, and 
Cecrops, but under many other chiefs ; and Eupolemus, in Eusebius, says (Praep. 
Evan. 1. 9. 26), “ Moses was the first wise man who imparted Egyptian literature to 
the Hebrews, from whom it passed to the Phenicians.” 

• Gen. xi. 3. 

t Many improbable and groundless conjectures have been offered respecting the 
magnitude of this celebrated edifice. Jerome says, from the testimony of ocular 
demonstration , that it was four miles high, and of proportionable dimensions in bulk. 
Some Oriental Writers have pronounced it to be at least twelve miles in altitude ; and 
one author, in particular, is bold enough to make it 5,000 miles high ! This building, 
it is true, must necessarily have been of very large dimensions, considering the num- 
ber of people who were engaged in it upwards of forty years (Syncel. Chron.) Yet 
these preposterous accounts exceed all the bounds of human credibility. 

J Such was the opinion of Dr. Anderson, and I adopted it without consideration in 
the first edition of this work. On mature deliberation I am iriclined to think it 
erroneous. The first huts which were erected for the habitation of man, are suppos- 
ed by Vitruvius to have been built on a circular base, as we know the cabins of the 
primitive Britons were, with a post in the centre to support the roof. This form 
would not sustain any material alteration before the flood ; and the first colonizers 
of every country, after the dispersion, used, with one consent, the same convenient 
plan in the construction of their domestic habitation?. It is reasonable to infer, 
therefore, that the tower of Babel, at which they were all engaged before they were 
sent off to colonize the world, partook of this figure. Being emblematical of the 
spiral flame, it was dedicated to the sun, as the great agent, according to their belief, 
employed in drying up the waters of the deluge. Verstegan has given a plate of this 
edifice in the title-page of his “ Restitution of Decayed intelligence in Antiquities 
and it is there represented as the frustum of a cone with seven gradations : Calmet 
has followed this author, and has also introduced an engraving with the same design* 
(See the 8 gns and Symbols, p. 173.) 
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Wards performed/* 4 * In ibe interior of tbe bottom story was .a cavern in 
which tbe Cabirio mysteries were celebrated. 

To prevent the select people from imbibing the idolatrous sentiments 
which God foresaw would be rapidly and widely propagated, he resolved to 
disperse mankind over the face of the earth. Tbe families then in exist- 
ence appear to have formed one great community, each governed by its 
respective patriarch, and compacted together under one monarch, with the 
exception of Noah and his adherents, who had already colonised China. 
As the building of this tower advanced, men became more confident of 
their own power and importance, and less inclined to yield obedience to the 
seven precepts of Noah. £ach father of a family, as private interest oi 
inclination might prompt, assumed to himself the power of legislating foi 
his immediate followers ; and, departing from primitive usage, adopted 
such rites of^divine worship as were best suited to the new and local ob- 
ject of his adoration. The variety of forms which idolatry would assume, 
under such circumstances, would lead to a direct oblivion of the true God 
and religion ; and the fascinations of novelty being almost irresistible to 
human nature in its degenerate state, the righteous line of Shem was 
threatened with contamination ; and thus the knowledge of God might 
have been totally lost f 

To preserve, therefore, a remembrance of himself upon earth, the 'Deity 
gave to every division of idolatry a separate language ; the line of Shem 
alone retaining the primitive speech of mankind ; this impelled the disap- 
pointed architects to wander in search of other settlements, where an uni- 
fortuity of language mig^t unite them in some bond of society. 

It is thought that, at the dispersion, there were only three languages 
essentially different, which were exclusively appropriated to the three dis- 
tinct posterities of Shem, Japeth, and Ham. And, if this be admitted, 
the ensuing variety of tongues will not be difficult to account for. The 
posterity of these original patriarchs having migrated to some distance 
from each other, and forming separate communities, as they encountered 
different obstacles and experienced a different fortune, every circumstance 
whielt produced a shade of variety would be dignified with a new appella- 
tion, warying with the various fancies and dispositions of their respective 
leaders. These new phrases, though at first only casual and adventitious, 
would in time give a new character to the original language, which would 

length become changed both in idiom and words. And hence every 
nation would be distinguished by its own peculiar dialect. This rendered 
the adoption of signs and tokens absolutely necessary, as an universal lan- 
guage, by the use of which they might occasionally communicate with each 
othaiy amidst all the variety and change of speech. 

“The migr mtion from Shinar commenced fifty-three years after they be- 
gan to build the tower, or one hundred and fifty-four years after the Flood ; 
and they went off at various times, travelling north, south, east, and west, 
with their Hasonioal skill, and found the good use of it in settling their 
colonies. From Shinar the seienee and the art were carried to the distant 
parts of the earth, notwithstanding the confusion of dialects, by the Ma- 

• Noorth. Cons, part 1, c. 2. 

It is recorded (Sanch. in Euseb. de Praep. 1. 1, c. 10), that Shem married into 
the family of Ham j an union which produced those three extraordinary men named 
Axieros, Axiokersa, and Axiokersos, or the threb mighty ones, who, with indefati- 
gable industry, disseminated tbe practice of idolatry throughout the then known 
world. 
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sonic practice of conversing without speaking, and of knowing each other 
by signs and tokens ; which expedient, according to an old tradition , they 
contrived upon the dispersion, in case any of them should meet in distant 
parts who had been before in Shin&r.”* 

This great event made such a terrible impression on die minds of all 
the workmen concerned in this building, that they kept as near to each 
other and to their original settlement as possible, apprehensive of some 
further and more signal judgments, until increasing numbers compelled 
them to extend their migrations, and seek for refuge in more extensive 
regions, where their accumulating population might be less likely to prove 
incommodious ; and a general tradition remains, distinct from the writings 
of Moses, in every country to which they migrated from Shinar.f 

“ There are other reasons of the dispersion of mankind into the several 
countries of the known world, than those that are most commonly offered 
to us, and they are these : the fruitfulness of many countries above others, 
as Egypt, Canaan, Greece, and of Asia Minor, besides the islands, were 
known to Noah and his sons before the Flood, and therefore they would 
acquaint their offspring therewith, which would naturally excite in them a 
desire to be early possessed of those fertile lands, which could not be with- 
out first removing from their old habitations.”!' 

An old Eastern tradition specifies that Noah, a short time previously to 
his death, made a formal division of the earth between his three sons, and, 
bound them by oath not to encroach on each other's territories ; but there 
does not appear any foundation for such a supposition ; for after enume- 
rating the seventy primitive nations springing from Noah, Moses says ex- 
pressly, “ These are the families of the sous of Noah, after their genera- 
tions, in their nations; and by these were the nations divided in the earth 
after the Flood.”§ 

It is remarkable, however, that, with very few exceptions, the dispersed 
workmen migrated to different situations, according to their respective 
pedigrees. The descendants of Shem continuing in Asia, of Ham pene- 
trating into Africa, and of Japheth into Europe ; and in the several divi- 
sions of the earth which they respectively peopled, exercised those princi- 
ples which were recommended by their leaders. Ham built Byblus in 
Phoenicia, previously to the general migration of his posterity into Africa; 
and, after reclaming there many years, visited his children in their new 
settlements, and ultimately retired to that city as a place of settled resi- 
dence : his eldest son, Cush, who had originally colonized that portion of 
land encompassed by the river Gihon, was induced to retire, and form at 
new colony, when his Country had become subject to the arbitrary govern- 
ment instituted by his son Nimrod; he therefore travelled south-westward. 


* Noorth. Cons, part 1, c. 2. , 

f Abydenus, the Assyrian, says : w The firet men of the earth, being of gigantic 
form, and insolent in strength, despised their gods, and undertook a tower where 
Babylon now stands ; but when the building bad nearly reached the heavens, the 
gods, assisted by the winds, threw down the edifice upon them. Hence the ruins 
were called Babylon. Till this time all mankind had the same speech, but now the 
offended gods brought upon them a clamorous confusion of tongues/’ (Euscb. Proep. 
Evan. 1. *J, c. 14.) Eupolemus, from Alexander PolyhiBtor, says the same t:.ing. 
(Euscb, ut supra, c. 17.) The Sibylline oracles give a similar testimony to tfio 
same truth. And many atacient authors indirectly allude to the ruin and devastation 
occasioned by the general dispersion of mankind from the plains of Shinar. 

! Climb. Orig. Tract, 4. f Gen. x. 32. 
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tad founded that country known by the name of Ethiopia. Miami m set- 
tled in Egypt, and exercised the art of operative Masonry with considerable 
effect, in building tbe cities of Memphis and Diospolis.* Phut penetrated 
into the heart of Africa, with his followers, about the same time ; and his 
youngest son, Canaan, built the cities of Hebron and Zoan, in the land 
called after his own name, immediately after the dispersion. 

Such were the situations chosen by Ham and his sons for the seat of 
their respective governments. His grandsons were also assiduously em- 
ployed in promoting the great work of dispersion. Nimrod, tbe son of 
Cush, retired from Babel, or Babylon, to avoid the inundations with whioh 
that city was annoyed ; built the city of Nineveh, and founded the great 
Assyrian Empire. The other descendants of Cush spread over Arabia 
Felix and Ethiopia. The sons of Mizraim established so many nations 
known by their names in Lower Egypt The Ludim, or Libyans ; the 
Anamim, or inhabitants of Delta ; the Pathrusim, or inhabitants of The* 
bais; and the Caphtorim. Naphtuhim settled at Memphis in Upper 
Egypt; and Philistim planted the country between Canaan and the Medi- 
terranean sea ; and his descendants were the Philistines. Phut peopled 
the northern borders of the Persian Gulf, and the children of Canaan 
settled in Phoenicia. Sidon built a city and called it by his own name ; 
his other sons founded nations known by their respective names, whioh 
were afterwards destroyed by the children of Israel. 

“ The posterity of Japheth inhabit Europe, Asia Minor, Media, a part 
of Armenia, Iberia, Albania, tbe vast regions of tbe north, which formerly 
the Scythians, but now the Tartars, possess : to say nothing of the New 
World (America), into which, it is most probable, they migrated by the 
straits of Anian.”f 

Japheth led his colony into Arcadia, and they were afterwards named 


* Every people were indebted to Egypt for the rudiments 01 literature and 
science. The colonizers did not content themseb'js with merely engrafting upon 
the savage stock a love for the cultivation of human arts and mechanical inven- 
tions, by which industry is rewarded with additional comforts and enjoyments un- 
known before their arrival, but improved the influence arising from these causes 
by a revision of their sacred code; for the traditions of Shinar were never en- 
tirely lost by any of the migrating tribes which were driven by necessity from 
those fertile plains to colonize and people the globe. Historical or aeligious truths 
— indeed language itself — in these early ages, were all poetical ; and poetry retains 
its hold upon the mind in every change or reverse of fortune, with little prospect of. 
deterioration. They formed the nursery song of the tender mother; and the social 
enjoyments of mankind were accompanied by their repetition. Hence the preserva- 
tion of these important facts may be rationally accounted for, however, from the 
operation of various causes, a solitary or detached tribe might have forfeited its 
.elish for the arts of social Life, and degenerated into a savage state ; for religion is 
natural to the mind of man ; and objects of worship were presented to his imagina- 
tion in all the great productions of nature, as the deity of their Cuthito ancestors. 

Such indigenous gods would occupy the Elysium or Tartarus of all uncivilized 
tribes as were most congenial to their climate or pursuits. A warlike tribe would 
clothe its deity with terror ; if agricultural, it would derive its gods from the earth 
or the seasons of the year; but in all cases, while it retained its primitive simplicity, 
the worship would consist of but few rites, and those merely propitiatory. But when 
the above changes were wrought by colonization, the simple rites of divine worship 
would become impregnated with the leaven of foreign superstitions. To what ex- 
tent these innovations might accelerate the debasement of religious truth I am not 
now to examine ; I merely state what I conceive to be the fact ; and If that be estab- 
lished, the natural and inevitable result will hereafter appear. 

t Bochart, Phaleg. 1. 3, c. 1. 
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the Pelasgi,* because their principal migrations were performed by sea 
(itSiayoi). Not long after this the Sicyonian kingdom, in the same 
region, was founded by jEgialeus, in whose reign the oracle of Dodona was 
set op by an Egyptian priestess, who had been taken captive by the Phoe- 
nicians and sold into Greece. Thus early was Masonry prostituted amongst 
the posterity of Japheth. Goraer, Magog, l'ubal, and Meshech dispersed 
with their colonies to the north part of Syria. Their chief city was called 
Magog, and afterwards Hierapolis, or the sacred city. Askenez, the son 
of Gomer, established the kingdom of Armenia, and probably Phrygia.f 
Togarmoth, another of his sons, placed himself near the country planted 
by his father. Javan was king of 4he Ionians, afterwards called the 
Athenians, and Greece ; his son Elishah reigned in Peloponnesus ; whose 
descendants were celebrated for the blue, purple, and crimson dye.| Tar- 
shish retired into Spain; his posterity traded in silver, iron, tin, and 
lead.§ Kittim reigned in a part of Italy ; the excellence of his posterity 
was chiefly in works of ivory. || Dodanim advanced farther north, and 
took possession of France ; and hence Great Britain and the northern part 
of Europe were peopled.^ 

Shcm settled in Salem, and was afterwards its monarch, under the name 
of Melchizedek. He lived to an old age, and preserved the principles of 
Masonry amongst his descendants, until he ultimately committed them un- 
sullied into the custody of Abraham, who was upwards of one hundred 
and fifty years old when Shem died. His posterity spread over the vast 
continent of Asia, except such part as had already been colonized by Noah, 
and amongst a certain select portion of his descendants, the knowledge of 
Masonry was never wholly lost. 

Elam planted Persia, which soon became a great and flourishing nation. 
Ashur, after building Ur of the Chaldees, which became the residence of 
his brother Arphaxad, succeeded Nimrod in the government of Assyria, 
which was so named after him ; and continued for many successive cen- 
turies in the plenitude of its vigour. Arphaxad settled with his oolony in 
Ur of the Chaldees, which was situated in Mesopotamia; and here his 
descendants, deluded by the fascinations of the Cabiric rites, sunk into 
idolatry, and renounced the practice of Masonry altogether. Lud was 
the planter of the Lydians in Asia Minor. Aram planted some part of 
Syria, but the particular situation of his colony is uncertain. 

Eber was the father of God's chosen people the Hebrews, to whose 
custody the sacred oracles were afterwards committed, and who preserved 
a knowledge of his name when all the rest of the world were polluted 
with the grossest defilements of idolatry. His son Joktan led a colony 
beyond Mount Mesha ; and bis thirteen son9 spread over Mount Sephar, 
and penetrated into India; but Peleg and his descendants continued at 
Ur, and lived amongst the idolatrous Chaldeans, until the time of Terab, 
the father of Abraham, when the Chaldeans drove them out of their land, 
and wrested their possessions from them, because they openly renounced 
the worship of idols, and returned to their allegience to the true God.** 


• Cumb. Orig. p. 277. f Boch. Phaleg. 1. 3, c. 9. 

$ Ezek. xxvii. 7. § Ibid. 12. 

U Ibid. 6. IT Bochart. 

••The FhHasians bad a temple without an idol, or any visible object of adoration, for 
which they professed to have a special reason, but asserted that it was ircommuoic- 
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Thus were the different quarters of the world peopled by the descend- 
ants of Noah, the patriarch himself founding the empire of China ; and 
thus was our science disseminated and spread over the earth. Its spirit, 
amongst ' many of these nations, continued to invigorate the minds of 
men, and it sunk into oblivion by gradual and almost imperceptible de- 
grees ; amongst others , more bold and enterprising, it served only as a 
model for new systems, where, divested of its native purity, it was per- 
verted to advocate and support a cause diametrically opposite, and deci- 
dedly hostile to the views of its Divine Author, in its original establish- 
ment. It assumed in these nations a daring character, and was invested 
with an absolute and undisputed authority over the lives and property of 
its deluded votaries. It boldly proclaimed idolatry to be the genuine 
and primitive worship, and inflicted the most severe punishment* on all 
who refused to acknowledge its sovereign authority, or to practise the duties 
prescribed by its dogmatical laws. 

The patriarch Shem continued, until the time of his death, to practise 
those principles of the Masonic science which he had learned of Lantech, 
Methusaleh, and Noah before the Flood. Be communicated to his imme- 
diate descendants the mysteries of Enoch's pillar, and hence his sons, the 
Cabiri,* became fraught with that knowledge which rendered them eo cele- 
brated throughout the world. At their migration, they entered into a 
solemn league with Thoth, or Patbrusim, the son of Mizraim, who was in- 
tent on converting the imperfect knowledge of Masonry, which he had 
learned from Ham, to his own individual advantage. Finding the Bons of 
Shem in possession of that information to which he so ardently aspired, he 
eagerly embraced their offers of friendship and mutual amity, and even 
gave them a share in the government of Egypt. Their ambition being 
thus excited, little further was necessary to engage the prostitution of their 
acquirements to the furtherance of any scheme dictated by their patron, 
the powerful king of Egypt. The great end t > be accomplished was their 
own apotheosis ; and this could scarcely be effected but through the me- 
dium of superstition. To awaken this feeling, and enthral the mind most 
successfully, it was determined, after mature deliberation, to institute mys- 
teries founded on the plan of Masonry. This produced the desired effect. 
The numerous rites and imposing ceremonies attached to these mysteries 
were celebrated in the most secret places, and covered with the shades of 
midnight. Confined at first to a select few, they were treated in public 
with such a high degree of veneration, that it was accounted almost an in- 
expiable crime to mention them. These precautions, artfully used, infused 

able. (Pausan. Corinth.) Here then we have a testimony that some traces of on - 
science were visible in a Grecian city, amongst the posterity of Shem : for PhNut 
was built by Haram, the elder brother of Abraham ; and perhaps this small tract it. 
Peloponnesus was the only part of Greece where any part of Shem’s posterity settle*. 
This peninsula had been very early corrupted, for the mysteries of the Cabiri weic 
established there by Magog or his immediate decendants, which paved the way for 
the worship of idols ; and this worship is the most certain test of the deterioration 
of ancient Masonry, which inculcated as an indispensable duty the worship of one 
God, unconnected with any visible symbol. 

* The Cabiri are made the sons of Shem by a daughter of Ham by Sanchoniatho ; 
and, it is believed by the learned Bishop Cumlterland, justly. They were said to be 
three in number, Axieros, Axiokersa, and Axiokersos, which, accoiding to Sir Isaac 
Newton (Chron. p. 157), correspond with Ceres, Proserpine, and Pluto; but some 
say their number waa six: and add to these, Casmillus, Jove, and Dionysius. (Vide 
Comb. Orig. p. 335.) 
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into the multitude a superstitious awe, and a dread which they oould 
neither account for nor define ; and caused them to shudder with iuvoluu- 
tary dismay, if these solemnities were named. It was then suggested 
that these feelings were inspired by the superior and invisible beings, 
under whose immediate protection the mysteries were placed. The people 
admitted the inferenoe to be just, because they were unable to assign a 
more probable cause as the source of their inherent terrors. The scheme 
succeeded but too well. Founded on the same general principles with 
ancient Masonry, the mysteries were modelled so as to serve the very 
worst purposes of idolatry ; and through their influence idolatry assumed 
a gross and bestial form, even in the early ages of the Egyptian mo- 
narchy. 1 

To disseminate the newly-established mysteries, and extend the influ- 
ence of idolatry in other countries, the Cabiri travelled through Egypt, 
Asia, and Greece ;* and in all lodges or societies which had preserved any 
remembrance of Masonry they introduced amongst the Noachidae their so- 
phisticated innovations, and by their extraordinary attainments, and insin- 
uating manners, were generally successful in blending ancient Masonry 
with their mysteries ; so that the true import of our science was but ob- 
scurely conveyed, if conveyed at all, amidst the multiplication of absurd 
and unintelligible ceremonies. To dissipate all suspicious doubts, and to 
make their impositions the more palatable, they taught, that all who were 
initiated into their mysteries were under the protection of the gods, and 
consequently were exempt from every danger, whether of fire or water, 
the sword or famine. Such promises, enforced by the information com- 
municated to these nations by the Oabiri, impressed the inhabitants with 
such a veneration for their persons, that they were deified, as if by mutual 
consent ; and the mysteries promulgated by them were termed “ The Kites 
of Du Cabirj.” 

These men, I should conjecture, were the first priests who officiated in 
open violation of the patriarchal privileges attached to primogeniture; 
aud by means of superstition, added to the influence of their mysteries, 
they gained suoh an ascendency over the minds of the people who embrac- 
ed thcii systems, as to be allowed to make what regulations they pleased 
in the civil and religious polity of states and empires; and after death, to 
be worshipped as the greatest and most powerful gods. Thoth, their pa- 
tron, enjoyed an equal share of celebrity, for he was also worshipped under 
the name of Anubis; hieroglyph ically designated by a dog’s head, to 
signify his watchfulness, and the quick scent of his understanding. Osiris 
aud Isis were consecrated into the sun aud moon, and Ham into the planet 


• And to accelerate their conveyance to various parts of the earth, a rX«*r, or ship, 
with masts, sails, oars, and other requisites for directing its motions and influencing 
its speed, was built. This vessel was an object of astonishment and terror to the in- 
habitants of those strange countries which they visited, and caused these extra- 
ordinary men to be received with the utmost respect and veneration. The Bhip was 
taken for a living animal; and hence originated the fables of winged dragons, grif 
fins, flying citidels, and men transformed into birds and fishes. The winged Pegusus 
was nothing but a ship with sails, and hence said to be the offspring of Neptune. 
A name was imposed on the vessel when it was launched, which could not afterwards 
be changed , for it was generally the sacred appellation or emblem of a tutelary 
deity ; and the ship being purified with brimstone, was ritually consecrated to the 
fod, under whose protection it was for ever placed. 
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8a turn.* The Oabiri laid the foundation of the high rank and dignity 
which the priesthood enjoyed in Egypt; and their plans were so rapidly 
improved by their successors, that before the time of Joseph, the priests 
had one-third of the land allotted for their subsistence, exempted from all 
imposts, duties, and taxes > and their persons were accounted sacred as 
the gods they worshipped. 

The population of Europe was commenced by the posterity of Japhetb, 
who carried with them a knowledge of the genial science of Masonry, 
which they inherited from their progenitors, who had practised it before 
the Flood. This knowledge was not perhaps unadulterated with a tiuge 
of the Cabiric mysteries ; for Pausaniusf informs us that Ceres, who, ac- 
cording to the best authorities,]; is the same with Isis, the wife of Osiris 
or Misraim, and the daughter of Prometheus, or Magog, the son of Japh- 
cth, initiated her father into the mysteries of the Dii Cabiri, and accom- 
panied him in the propagation of them throughout Macedonia, Attica, and . 
Boeotim. Three of the sons of Japheth extended their wanderings even 
to the north of Europe ; Magog at length ended his life in Scythia, Tubal 
in Spain, and Gomer in France or Britain. 

The Pelasgi wandered as far as Ireland, and brought with them the 
Cabiric mysteries, to which they were inordinately devoted. And there 
yet remain in that country several monuments of antiquity which were 
erected for the express purpose of the secret celebration of these rites.§ 

Thus were these rites disseminated throughout Europe by the posterity 
of Japheth, and reached the distant isles in the north, amongst which 
were Great Britain and Ireland ;|) and thus was the science 61* Masonry 
overwhelmed with an incongruous mass of superstition. But every thing 
in these ages was prostituted to serve the purposes of idolatry : yet 
though the true religion and Masonry were overturned, the false were 
founded on precisely the same principles, but with a different end in view. 
The idolatrous worship had its oracles, priests, altars, sacrifices, purifications, 
and temples, bearing a very close resemblance, both in external appear- 
ance and internal economy, to the ordinances of the true religion. And 
the mysteries, in like manner, had their solemn initiations, their distio- 
jguis&ing signs and tokens, their systems of morality, their philosophical 
dieqiii^ilaiis, and other rites and ceremonies peculiar to the science of 
Masonry, but perverted to impure purposes by the secretaries of Thoth. 
And in the same proportion as the true religion was faintly disseminated 
in idolatrous nations, the true science of Masonry was recognized in the 
Cabiric mysteries ; until, in after-ages, the shades of truth grew lighter 


• The beautiful constellation, whose M sweet influences” are foentioned by the 
Deity himself (Job xxxviii. 31), was named alter the priestesses of Dodona, Peleiades, 
or Doves. 

t Beetle, p. 300. 

% Diod. Skill, m Euseb. Prep. Evan. 

§ Yide Faber on the Cabiri, c. 10. 

| The Phoenicians established the earliest commerce with our island. They were 
file greatest navigators of ancient times, and traded to all parts of the world then 
known. Herodotus, the great father of history, professed some doubts respecting this 
fact, because the mariners asserted that, during their voyage round the coast of 
Africa, they came to a place where the shadows fell to the south ; a phenomenon so 
rontraiy to tie historian’s experience, as induced him to question file truth of the 
voyage altogether. * 
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and lighter, and were almost lost at the coming of Christ to restore the 
purity of both. 

The Cabin very studiously inculcated the true principles of operative 
Masonry, because they assisted the views of their own aggrandizement, 
and their disciples appear to have greedily imbibed the kuOwledge thus 
communicated. They travelled round the inhabited world, as did also 
Ham and his sister Astarte, as well as Mizraim, in various directions, for 
the purpose of making their systems universal. Stately structures arose 
in every country which they visited ; and many nations, under the im- 
mediate superintendence of these extraordinary men, made a rapid progress 
in philosophical pursuits : their knowledge of naval architecture enabled 
them to extend their improvements to dist&ut continents and islands, and 
the principles of operative Masonry very early extended their influence to 
almost all ports of the habitable ^lobe. 

It is evident that, before the eall of Abraham to restore tbe true wor- . 
ship along with the purity of Masonry, the efforts of tbe Cabiri, in con- 
junction with Thoth and others, had succeeded in substituting their mys- 
teries for truth amongst the posterity of Shem, as well as of Ham and 
Japheth, which they might do the more readily, from their intimate con- 
nection with that race, as descending from Shem themselves, though their 
mother wa$ a daughter -of Ham, who was the King of Byblus. 

A short time after the deification of Thoth and the Cabiri, Abraham 
was born ;* a man who was destined to impede the rapid progress of idol- 
atry, to reduce the influence of the Cabirio mysteries, and to advance tbe 
interests at true Masonry and religion amongst mankind. The exertions 
of Abraham to promote the genuine worship of God are finely contrasted 
with tbo restless activity of Thoth and his secretaries to propagate the per- 
nicious mysteries of idolatry. Brought up amongst the Chaldeans, and 
his parents and friends interested in the success of idolatry, he was early 
initiated into the mysteries used py the Chaldeans, and studied their 
aWp the most indefatigable industry and perseverance. The 
wild and improbable mythologies there displayed, appeared, to his superior 
understanding, inconsistent with the truth, and contradictory to each other. 
He analyzed, with a philosophical eye, their bold cosmogonies, and won- 
dered bow the earth could make itself, or be produced by a fortuitous 
mixture of winds, and chaos, and muddy atoms; his knowledge of as- 
tronomy enabled him to take a correct survey of the celestial system, and 
he proposed to his own mind thesa startling questions : Can the immense 
orbs which beautify and adorn tbe spangled canopy of heaven be formed 
out of nothing, be suspended in the air without any visible support, and 
perform their courses with such order and regularity from the sole effect 
of chance ? Did chance ever produce a minor work since the Creation ? 
how then could this imaginary cause produce so august and stupendous a 
system as this universe contains f The cosmogony being false, he began 
to entertain doubts respecting the purity of the system altogether ; and 


• At the birth of Abraham, mankind had attained to a high degree of comparative 
refinement. Powerful kingdoms were established ; great cities had been built ; regu- 
lar armies were maintained ; mankind already witnessed the pomp of courts and the 
luxury of individuals: Pharaoh appeared surrounded with his princes; Abimdech 
fame attended with the captain of his host ; the use of coined money was introduced, 
and Abraham himself became rich in gold and silver, in tents, and flocks, end herds. 
'Spioeto, Lect on Hierogl., p. 374.) 
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at length was quite dissatisfied with the popular motives for its establish- 
ment, and the doctrines which it taught. 

In this state of uncertainty, he consulted with the priests and hieroph- 
ants ; but they were too much interested in the success of their own im- 
postures to satisfy his doubts, even if they had been able. Hearing that 
the old patriarch Shem was living at Salem, he applied to him for assist- 
ance and information. The patriarch, on examination, finding him worthy 
and of good report, admitted him to a participation of those invaluable 
secrets, which pointed to the one true God, the creator of the universe, as 
the sole object of adoration. He communicated the true system of tho 
creation, and the history of the world before the Flood ; shewed that that 
great judgment was brought on the world for the sins of its inhabitants ; 
revealed the seven precepts of Noah, as the conditions of God’s covenant 
with man; imparted the origin of sacrifices, and the most acceptable 
offering which can be made by man ; cautioned his pupil against the mis- 
chiefs of idolatry, and finally received him as one of the Noachidm, or 
faithful followers of Noah. 

Having studied Masonry under Shem with unabated diligence and assi- 
duity, until he was a perfect matter of the art, he communicated with a 
select few of his own family, who retained some indistinct remembrance 
of Masonry, though much adulterated aud obscured by innovations of Cab- 
iric introduction, and prevailed on them to renounce the worship of idols, 
though his father was an idol-maker. # 

Thus successful in his own family, Abraham endeavoured to extend the 
benefit to his more distant relations, and was strenuous in his exertions to 
restore the true principles of Masonry, os the most effectual means of lead- 
ing men’s minds, by gentle and imperceptible degrees, to the true worship 
of God. This was an attempt replete with danger in those ages of violence 
and arbitrary power. The vengeance of the Chaldeans was elicited against 
the innovator, and they applied to the King of Assyria to stand forward 
in defenoe of their religion, which was openly threatened with destruction. 
The authority which Abraham possessed was scarcely sufficient to protect 
him from the fury of this potent monarch. Trembling for his own sover- 
eignity, if the mysteries by which his despotism was upheld were exposed 
to public execration, he overwhelmed the patriarch with every species of 
persecution, and condemned him to perish by fire. He escaped this judg- 
ment by a precipitate flight. f 

* The manner in which Terah was reclaimed is thus told by the Jewish Rabbins : 
— Abraham entered into his repository duriug his absence, and hewed all the statues 
in pieces with an axe, except the largest, in whose hands he placed the weapon. 
When bis father returned, he angrily inquired who had been the cause of all this 
devastation. Abraham answered that the gods had been quarrelling who should en- 
joy an offering of flour which had been preaented ; and that, to put an end to the 
contest, the most powerful amongst them had cut the rest to pieces with the axe in 
his hand. Terah replied, that the statue was inanimate, and could not possibly ac- 
complish such an undertaking. His son, on this, urged the impropriety of worship- 
ping images which, by his own acknowledgment, could neither act nor speak. This 
argument, enforced by other considerations, produced a salutary effect on Terah, who 
appeared convinced of the wickedness of idolatry, and he and his family renounced 
the worship of false gods ; and by the influence of Abraham, through the medium 
of our science, returned to the worship of the God of Heaven. 

t The Talmudists relate this incident as follows: — Abraham, having come to Ur 
of the Chaldees from his native country Ha ran, found that they worshipped the sun, 
and adored it as God, and were ignorant of the First Cause. As was his custom, he 
argued with the heads of the city ; and having demonstrated their error to them, and 
6 
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Thus expelled from their native country by the hand of violence, Terah, 
with Abraham his son, Lot his grandson, and others who acknowledged 
the God of their fathers, took refuge in the land afterwards called Haran, 
in honour of their relative of that name, who died before they migrated 
from Ur. They remained in this country, in the peaceable practice of our 
rites, for about five years: but the fascinations of the Cabirio rites, 
strengthened by the force of ancient prepossessions and the practice of their 
neighbours, caused Terah and his son Nahor, who bad long oscillated be- 
tween the two opinions, to decide at length in favour of the splendid error ; 
and they deviated from the practice of piety to the true God, and returned 
to their superstitions.* The Almighty, therefore, selected Abraham for 
the subject of a peculiar revelation ; he separated him from his kindred, 
and with promises of superior blessedness to himself and his posterity, he 
sent him forth, accompanied by bis nephew Lot, into the land of Canaan, 
the place he had selected for his own peculiar residence ; and the scene on 
which his glory was to be displayed to the world. 

Abraham, believing the promises of God, obeyed the divine command, 
without knowing where he went, or what dangers ho might encounter in 
entering on the possession of a land to which he had no claim by inheri- 
tance. Here be dwelt in tents with his family, looking for “a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”f And here God re- 
newed the ancient covenant, which appeared to be lost amongst mankind. 

After a residence of about three years in this country, Abraham was 
stimulated with a desire to propagate his knowledge, and assert the honour 
of God in other countries, which were deeply impregnated with the defile- 
ments of idolatry. In the first rank of corrupted nations 6tood Egypt, 
and thither he resolved to go. Animated with the hopes of vindicating 
and restoring the worship of God, he introduced himself to the priests by 
his knowledge of the mysteries acquired in the land of Chaldea, and en- 
deavoured to convince them of the great absurdity of their cosmogony, and 
the dishonour they did to God by encouraging the worship of dead men. 
He exhibited the superior advantages of the science which he practised, 
and even initiated some of them into its mysteries. But the temporal 
honours and emoluments they enjoyed were too valuable to be relinquished 
for a science whose rewards were deferred to a future state. The favour 
and countenance of their monarch, and the influence they had acquired in 


that the sun was only a minister and one of the instruments of the Almighty Crea- 
tor, the king resolved to sieze him, and he was imprisoned for some days. In the 
meanwhile he continued his arguments ; and the king, fearing that he might bring 
over his subjects to his religion, and thereby occasion him the loss of his sceptre, 
confiscated his property and banished him to the confines of the East ; and as, being 
an apostate from idolatry, he was cursed by all those people, God assured him of his 
favour, saying, “ I will bless them that bless thee, and I will curse him who curseth 
thee so that, although he was then under the malediction of his enemies, the time 
would come when all nations would bless his name, as we now see fulfilled ; for not 
alone Israel, but many nations of the world, 6ay, on blessing any one, “ God put upon 
thee the blessing of Abraham.*’ Maimonides relates this story in his Guide, testi- 
fying that he had seen it in Gentile chronicles and books ; but our sages, in the 
Guemara of Pesahim and Batra, Tana debe Eliahu, and various parts of Rabot, 
hold that Nimrod, King of Babylon, had Abraham thrown into the fire (as a punish- 
ment for his opinions), and that God, either directly or by means of the angel 
Michael, took him from it uninjured, as he subsequently did with Hanoniah, Mishael, 
and Azariah. This is confirmed by the Perakim of Rabbi Eliezer, who, treating on 
the ten trials of Abraham, relates this as one. (Concil., vql. i. p. 58.) 

• Josh. xxiv. 2. f Heb. xi. 8-10. 
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his councils, were objects of too great importance, even with the most 
learned and conscientious of them, to be changed, probably, for persecu- 
tion or death ; and therefore, though they esteemed Abraham as a man of 
most extraordinary erudition and ability, they declined embracing his sys- 
tems for reforming their religion and worship.* 

Abraham became so eminent throughout the world for his piety and 
learning, that from his example the kings of the surrounding nations, un- 
tainted with the stubborn policy of Egypt, were incited to study deeply 
the mysteries of their national religion. But it was generally too much 
interwoven with the selfish designs of priests and hierophants to be re- 
nounced for a system of inferior splendour, though of greater purity and 
truth; and few nations were actually led to embrace the true religion 
through the principles of Masonry communicated by Abraham. 

The Persians were descended from Shcm through his son Elam, and ad- 
hered to these principles for some time after they became a distinct nation ; 
until, either by the Cabiri themselves or their descendants, they were se- 
duced into the worship of the sun, moon, and stars, by the fascinating 
mysteries of these eminent men. The patriarch Abraham had the honour 
to convince them of their own erroneous practice.f He reformed amongst 
them the rites of Masonry, and converted them to the worship of God, 
their creator. The fame of his opposition to the Chaldean mysteries, the 
credit he had acquired in his disputations with the Egyptian priests, as well 
as his knowledge of ancient Masonry, had reached Persia ; which induced 
some learned Persians to pay him a visit, for the purpose of studying a 
science so much celebrated. Abraham complied with their wishes, and 
taught them the superiority of Masonry over the absurd rites of idolatry ; 
showed them how the light shined amidst the darkness of the heathen 
world, which the darkness could not possibly comprehend ; and imparted 
many valuable theological and philosophical secrets, to regulate their faith 
and practice, and wean them from the superstitious mysteries of their own 
depraved worship. 

On their return, these men succeeded in restoring the primitive religion, 
which, however, retained its influence only a very short time ; for the 
wild and marvellous fables of error being more fascinating than the sober 
dictates of truth, they became more enamoured with the license of their 
former follies, after having reluctantly submitted to the restraints imposed 
by reason and religion. The disquisitions of Abraham on the comparative * 
merits of light and darkness being misunderstood, were perverted to 
lend a sanction to new and improbable superstitions. So great was the 
avidity with which they returned to their former errors, that, not content 
with practising Zabiism, they added to it the horrid and unnatural rites of 
Magiism; which embraced the acknowledgment of a God called Yazdan, 
or Light, who had existed from all eternity; in opposition to an evil 
demon, called Ahraman, or Darkness, to whom they ascribed every evil 
that fell upon them. 

The prophecy of Enoch being communicated to them, that the Lord 
should be revealed in the latter days, in flaming fire, to hike vengeance on 
the worshippers of false gods, they miserably prostituted this great truth 
to advance the interests of superstition, and worshipped fire as the repre- 

• Nieol. Damas., in Euseb. Praep. Evan. 

t Hyde, Rel. Veter. Per*. 
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sentative of Yasdan, or Light : hence their priests were called Magi, which 
signifies worshippers of fire. The Cabirio mysteries were remodelled in 
Persia by Zoroaster, and consecrated to the sun under the appellation of 
Mithras ;* and this worship, supported by these rites, remained in Persia 
long after the introduction of Christianity into the world. 

Here we have a striking exemplification of the proneness of mankind to 
embrace a splendid error, rather than sober truth. The Cabiric rites, com* 
bining magnificence with mysterious secrecy, were received with unqualified 
and even tumultuous approbation, by almost every people to whom they 
were proposed ; while the sedate and unassuming science which taught the 
placid worship of one Ood, unadorned with sumptuous statues or imposing 
embellishments, was rejected by all mankind, except a select portion of the 
descendants of Abraham* 

Abraham returned from the land of £gypt, and settled at Mamre, after 
dividing the unoccupied land in Canaan with his nephew Lot, and built an 
altar to the Lord, for the more convenient practice of the rites of his re- 
ligion. About this time the Assyrians made war upon the cities of the 
Plain, which were become the residence of Lot, and not only obtained a 
complete victory over their kings, but took Lot and all his family and sub- 
stance, and carried them away, with the purpose of selling them as slaves. 
Abraham received early intelligence of the captivity of his relations, and 
arming his followers, pursued the Assyrians, and overtook the rear of their 
army, which had charge of the prisoners, at Ban. With the small force 
he had suddenly collected he immediately attacked the enemy with courage 
and resolution, and rescued the prisoners and spoil out of their hands. 
Melchisedek or Shem resided at Salem, and maintained the true patriarchal 
dignity of king, priest, and prophet, living in the immediate practice of 
our science, and the genuine worship of the most high God. Hearing of 
Abraham’s success, he went out ceremoniously to meet him on his return; 
publicly applauded his courage and conduct, and rewarded him with a 
solemn benediction, in his official capacity of a true and regularly consti- 
tuted priest of the true God. 

A short time after this transaction, which conferred on Abraham a great 
share of reputation amongst the 'nations around him, God promised him a 
son, in answer to his prayers, whose posterity should be as the stars of 
heaven for multitude ; and covenanted to give his seed the land of Canaan 
for an inheritance. 

Sarah his wife continuing barren, Abraham took her maid Hagar for his 
concubine, f and she bare him Ishmael, whom Abraham acknowledged as 
the child of promise ; and he was not undeceived till Ishmael was twelve 
or thirteen years of age. The Lord J euovah appeared to him, and de- 
clared that the child to whose posterity he had promised the land of Canaan 


• See the history of Initiation, new edit. p. 93. 

t “ We need not refer to profane history,” says Dr. Taylor, “ for proofs of the con- 
nection between the ancient Egyptians and the various nomad races of shepherd 
kings, to which the Hebrews belonged. Abraham, the founder of their race, visited 
Egypt, and entered into friendly relations with its ruler. Hagar. and perhaps other 
natives of Egypt, accompanied him on his return to Canaan. There is even reason 
to believe that, during this visit, he profited by the learning of the Egyptians ; for 
the records of his family history become much more ample and minute in their de- 
tails, after the account of the patriarch’s visit to Egypt” (Monuments of Egypt, 

p.2.) 
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should be born of Sarah his wife ; but that Ishmael also should be the 
father of a great nation. 

The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, having degenerated from the 
principles inculcated by Noah, were addicted to every species of abominable 
wickedness. Jehovah appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre,* 
and renewed the promise of a son by his wife. He further revealed the 
heavy judgments about to be inflicted on that devoted city, of which Lot 
was an inhabitant, for the accumulated sins of its population. Abraham, 
trembling for the safety of his own connections, undertook to intercede for 
the salvation of the city, and reoeived an assurance that if ten men, un- 
polluted with the prevailing vices of the city, could be found amdngst its 
inhabitants, their virtues should redeem the rest. The conditions of this 
test could not be complied with ; and after the safety of Lot, his wife, 
and two daughters was provided for, the cities were utterly destroyed by 
fire from heaven ; and the very site swallowed up, and converted into a 
lake of the most pestilential qualities. 

Abraham now removed to Gerar, a Philistine city, with his family ; and 
Abimelech, its monarch, being struck with the beauty of Sarah, proposed 
to marry her, as the sister of Abraham. He appears to have possessed 
some knowledge of that science which teaches the worship of God in spirit 
and truth; for when he thus erred in coveting the wife of Abraham, God 
vouchsafed to appear to him in a dream, and expostulated with him on his 
violation of the laws of hospitality, in endeavouring to deprive the so- 
journer of his wife. But Abimelech, terrified at the recollection of the 
judgments God had inflicted on the cities of the Plain, appealed to the 
Lord in defence of his integrity, and was justified ; for God said, “ I know 
that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart, for I also withheld thee 
from sinning against me : therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. 
Now, therefore, restore the man his wife ; for he is a prophet, and he shall 
pray for thee, and thou shalt live ; and if thou restore her not, know thou, 
that thou shalt surely die, and all that are thine.”f And God recom- 
mended him to cultivate the friendship of Abraham, by whom he should 
learn more perfectly the true way of His worship and reasonable service. 
Abimelech profited by this vision, and with the assistance of Phicol, his 
chief captain, prevailed on Abraham to enter into covenant with him, that 
he might be successful in all his public and private undertakings. The 
sign and token of this covenant were seven ewe lambs, the word Beertlieba ; 
and it was ratified by the solemn obligation of an oath 

Sarah was now delivered of the child of promise, in the hundredth year 

• A curious legend is related by the Rabbi Eliezer respecting this visit. He says, 
that when Abraham went to fetch a calf from the herd, the animal took refuge in a 
cave ; that in following it, he discovered the sepulchre of Adam and Eve ; and saw 
their bodies in full preservation, with lamps burning, which sent forth a delicious 
perfume. Abraham afterwards proposed to purchase the ground where this cave was 
situated ; but the owners, knowing that his descendants were to occupy the land, 
refused their consent, except on the condition of his swearing that they, i. e. the Jcb- 
usites. should not be dispossessed. Abraham took the required oath, which they en- 
graved on tw'o bronze images, and placed in the fortress, which acted as talisman.- 
for their preservation. Hence, in the time of David, the Jebusitcs said, “ Except thou 
take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither’ (2 Sam. v. 6) ; 
alluding to these images, w'hich had eyes, but did not see, and feet, but could not 
walk. Joab took away the images, and the Jebusites became tributary. 

t Gen. xx. e, 7. 
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of Abraham’s age, whom he named Isaac, and circumcised on the eighth 
day. The birth of this child proved a cause of rejection, both to Hagar 
and Ishwael. In this remarkable transaction between Abraham and his 
Egyptian servant is displayed the difference between bond and free. 
Abraham made a grand festival at the weaning of his son Isaac, because 
he was the child of promise, and born of a free woman. But Ishmael, 
born of a bond-maid, and brought up under her direction, was addicted to 
many vicious habits, arising out of the contaminated education of his 
mother in Egypt. At this great feast, Sarah detected Ishmael mocking 
and perplexing her son, on account of the great preparations that were 
making to celebrate his ablactation. Fearing lest Isaac should be con- 
taminated by the effects of evil example, she conjured Abraham to cast 
out the bond-woman and her son ; and urged, as an incitement to this ap- 
parent act of injustice, that the son of the bond- woman could not unite in 
the inheritance with her son Isaac. She knew that from the loins of Isaac 
should issue a great and mighty people, who should Berve the Lord with 
freedom, fervency, and zeal, and in whom all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed; and feared that, if the two youths should be brought 
up together, Isaac might imperceptibly imbibe some of Ishmael’ s depraved 
and slavish principles, being apprehensive that the minds of slaves contain- 
ed a species of contamination and servility, distinct from the honourable 
and uncorrupted mould in which the mind of the free-born is formed and 
brought to maturity. Influenced by these considerations, she urged the 
dismissal of Ishmael with great warmth and earnestness. The severity 
t>f this request, however, raised some degree of compunction in the breast 
of Abraham ; and with all the tenderness and solicitude which a parent 
feels for the preservation of his offspring, he hesitated to comply with his 
wife’s injunctions, and put up his petitions to God for advice and assist- 
ance in this trying extremity. But the Lord, who had pronounced that 
Ishmael should be a wild man, and every man’s hand against him,* thought 
proper to divest him of Abiaham’s protection, that he might be prepared 
to convey a peculiar character to his posterity, and to rely on his own ex- 
ertions alone for support in every extremity of his fortune. Hence, Abra- 
ham was commanded to send away Hagar and her son, because in Isaac 
alone the promises of peculiar blessedness centered. Hagar and Ishmael 
were therefore banished from his presence, and all his property and subs- 
tance were inherited by Isaac ; together with the privileges of birthright, 
the sacredotal, prophetical, and regal functions over his family. j* 

The typical sacrifice which Abraham was directed to make upon the 
summit of Mount Moriah is the next Masonic transaction which the his- 
tory of the world displays in this period, and is one of the three grand 
offerings which have consecrated the floor of a Mason's lodge. J 


• Gen. rvi. 12. 

t Ishmael was at least fifteen years of age when he left his father’s house, and was 
very expert with his bow. He procured a plentiful supply of provision in the desert 
of Beersheba by archery ; and water was miraculously supplied in this barren waste 
by the visible interference of God himself, who continued his protection until the 
descendants of Ishmael became a very numerous and powerful people. 

X The true notion of a sacrifice is, an offering, by an authorized person, of some 
animal, first killed and then placed upon an altar, and consumed by fire, as an humble 
acknowledgment of God’s power and goodness to mankind, in their creation and pre 
servation from evil ; or as a full atonement for the defilements of sin. 
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The sacrifice of Isaac was a sacrifice of atonement, and, according to the 
rites of the patriarchal worship, if he had been offered, he must have 
fallen by the hand of his father. Isaac had attained the twenty-fifth year 
of his age, and by the Bweetness of his disposition, and urbanity of his 
manners, bad not only endeared himself to his aged parents, but had con- 
ciliated the affections of all his kinsfolk and acquaintance. But at this 
period, when Abraham hoped to close his career with joy, in the assurance 
of leaving his inheritance in the possession of a son who would keep the 
commandments of God and practise that mode of pure worship recom- 
mended by the Deity himself, he unexpectedly received this paralyzing 
command : “ Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac whom thou lovest, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt-offer- 
ing upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of !”* Abraham, 
though doubtless surprised at such a peremptory order, suppressed the 
tenderness of parental feeling, and obeyed the divine injunction. “ He 
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt- 
offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told 
him ;”f reflecting on the chequered and variegated scenes of this sublunary 
state of existence. 

The obedience of Abraham, in offering his son, was founded on the 
strictest belief in the power and promises of God ; for though it had been 
declared that in Isaac all the nations of the earth should be blessed, yet, 
when he had built an altar on Mount Moriah, he fearlessly bound Isaac 
and laid him thereon, and stretched forth his arm to slay him, “ accounting 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead ; from whence also 
he received him iD a figure.”! ^ P^ ease ^ the Lord, however, after the 
faith of Abraham had been proved by his obedience, to arrest his out- 
stretched arm, and to provide a more agreeable victim in the stead of Isaac, 
pointing out a ram entangled in a thicket by his horns, as a substitute for 
the human sacrifice he was about to offer. 

By this transaction, Abraham was made acquainted with the mystery of 
human redemption ;§ he saw the day of Christ and was glad.|| And this 
is a complete answer to those who assert that Masonry contains no Chris- 
tianity : for this prominent illustration of Masonry, the offering of Isaac, 
was the most significant type of the blessings to be conveyed to man by 
the influence of Christianity, that was ever revealed to a human being: 
Indeed, Christianity is the perfection of our institution ; for, if the great 
duties of Christianity be, as its Divine Author has assured us, the perform- 


• Gen. xii. 2. t G«n. 3. ! Heb. xi. 12. 

§ This was the proper type and representation of the death of Christ. Isaac was 
born of Sarah, contrary to the common course of nature, and Jesus Christ was so 
born of a pure virgin. Three days elapsed from the command to sacrifice Isaac 
(from which time Abraham looked on him as dead) and the offerings when he was, 
as it were, restored to life ; and precisely the same time elapsed between the actual 
death and resurrection of Christ. Isaac carried the wood to the top of Moriah for 
his own sacrifice ; and Christ bare the cross on which he was to be suspended to the 
summit of Calvary, an adjoining mountain. Isaac submitted without a murmur to 
l>e bound and laid on the altar for sacrifice ; and Christ voluntarily offered up his life 
upon the cross, as an eternal sacrifice and propitiation for the sins of the world. 

| John viii. 56. 
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ance of our duty to God, our neighbour, and ourself,* it has directly the 
same tendency as Masonry, which inculcates, as an object of primary im- 
portance, the performance of precisely the same duties. Christianity re- 
commends lore to God, t the sacred Tiinity in Unity; so does Masonry. 
Christianity inculcates Drotherly love,$ relief, § and truth ;|| Masonry incul- 
cates the same thing. Christianity and Masonry unite in enforcing the 
necessity of faith, hope, and charity ; and both say, “ the greatest of these 
is charity.’'^ The four cardinal virtues, temperance, fortitude, prudence, 
aw| justice, are amongst the number of both their objects of general illus- 
tflniop ; and both equally enforce the necessity of a holy life, through 
faith in a mediator, from the most awful subjects of contemplation which 
can impress a human being, viz . death, resurrection, and an eternal exist- 
ence in a future state of happiness or misery, to be determined by the 
deeds done in this probationary state. jj 

Who, then, shall say that Masonry contains no Christianity ? Or rather, 
who shall assert that its illustrations are not principally Christian ? For, 
if the virtues and doctrines I have enumerated be Christian virtues and 
doctrines, they are also Masonic ; nay, they contain, with their parallels, 
the whole system of speculative Masonry ; and I do not know, were Ma- 
sonry minutely analyzed, that it contains a single illustration which does 
not enforoe a Christian doctrine, or recommend a Christian virtue. If Ma- 
sonry contain no Christianity, why are our Lodges dedicated to Saint John 
the Evangelist ?** and why are our solemn attestations ratified by an ap* 
peal to the truth of God declared in the Gospels ? 


* Mark xii. 33. f 1st Epist. St. John. 

$ 1 John iv. 21. § Acts iv. 34, 37. 

| 2 Cor. xiii. 8. H 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

•• The old Lectures of Masonry ask, “ What is the chief reason why our Lodges 
are dedicated to St. John? — In the time of the Palestine wars, the Masonic knights, 
having united with those of St. John of Jerusalem to fight against the infidels, hey 
placed themselves under the protection of that saint; and proving victorious in 
battle, they agreed, after returning thanks to God, that the Lodges of Masons should 
Cor ever be dedicated to God and holy St. John.” I regret to add that the reformers 
of our Lectures have banished the two great parallels with the holy Lodge at Jeru- 
salem from the system of Free-Masonry ; and with them all the accompanying 
references to Christianity ; an innovation which ought not to have received any 
public sanction. Our American brethren are more just to the memory of the two 
parallels ; and I quote with pleasure a paragraph from the Prize Essay of Comp. 
Blanchard Powers, published in the American Masonic Register for January, 1842. 
“ Shall we call your attention once more to the notice of our Patron Saints ? What 
an example of devotedness to the cause of religion did those two sainted Masons 
exhibit! The elder John was so aloof to the pageantry of the world, that his rai- 
ment was of camel’s hair, and his meat locusts and wild honey ; but his voice was 
heard in the wilderness of Judea — Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
The younger John was not less indefatigable in promoting the true cause of religion ; 
and his life was absorbed and swallowed up in the love of his divine master. Their 
virtues are worthy of imitation, and their examples were noble and praiseworthy. 
Their names will descend to the latest generations, as the first most eminent Christian 
patrons of ancient Craft Masonry.” Alas! they have been banished by authority 
from English Free-Masonry ; whose Lectures omit all reference to “Him that was 
taken up to the pinnacle of the holy temple.” They omit the interpretation of the 
five steps, representing the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Sa- 
viour; the reference of the eleven steps to the number of the apostles after Judas 
had been excluded ; and other Christian allusions in the Craft Lectures have been 
carefully expunged. And the references in the R. A. to the promise of a Redeemer 
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Bat it is said that no institutions can assimilate whose origins are not 
eoeval; and as Masonry was introduced on this globe at its first creation, 
sod Christianity four thousand years afterwards, it follows that Masonry 
and Christianity cannot be assimilated as sister institutions. 

To say nothing of the major, the minor of this argument is untrue. 
Masonry, to the inhabitants of this globe, was indeed coeval with its crea- 
tion ; but the same may be said of Christianity, if the Scriptures are to be 
believed ; for they ascribe the salvation of mankind, both under the patri- 
archal and the Mosaic dispensations, to faith in Jesus Christ. It wm 
through faith in the promised Messiah that Enoch was translated. By the* 
exercise of the same faith, Noah was saved amidst the general destruction 
of the world. By the same faith, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
and all others celebrated for their piety in the Old Testament, were ap- 
proved, and obtained a good report, though they reoeived not the promises, 
which rested in Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.* Hence it 
may be deduced, that the only true and permanent religion, from the crea- 
tion of this globe, is what we now term Christianity; and if Masonry be 
founded on that universal system of religion which is calculated to make 
men good and virtuous, it must be assimilated with Christianity, as the 
only existing religion which encourages the kindly affections of the hu- 
man heart. 

It is true that Masonry is not confined exclusively to Christianity, but 
embraces all that is great and good in every religion under the sun, because 
it confines its excitements to the practice of morality, whatever the system 
of faith may be ; because it is an institution of charity or brotherly love, 
and is not, consequently, a system of faith, but of practice ; but it does 
not embrace, or lend the most indirect sanction to, any religious institu 
tion which di verges, ^in the smallest degree, from the systematic worship 
of one God, the Creator and Governor of the world. But Masonry is 
more peculiarly adapted to the genius of the Christian than any other re- 
ligion, because in Christianity' nothing is erroneous ; and if Masonry bo 
actually N the beautiful system we believe and acknowledge it to be, it can 
only be assimilated with a pure religion. The professors of other religions 
may indeed urge the same plea, but as truth must have some irrefutable 
standard of reference, our claims are founded on the most ancient and most 
singularly protected books in the world ; books which carry an internal 
evidence of their authenticity, which no force of argument has been able 

at the Fall — the prophecy of Shilo, Ac., have all been designedly withdrawn. 
Why is this ? Iam afraid no satisfactory reply can be afforded. I take this oppor- 
tunity of declaring, most explicitly, that if I had not been fully convinced that Free 
Masonry is a system of Christian ethics ; — that it contributes its aid to point the way 
to the Grand Lodge above, through the cross of Christ, I should never have beef 
found among the number of its advocates. Fortunately, the general orders of ths 
Grand Lodge enable every brother to retain those old landmarks at his pleasure; 
and it is to be hoped that, in this Christian country, few Masters of Lodges will bi 
induced to abandon them. In the year 1819 the Duke of Sussex, in an address U 
the brethren in Grand Lodge, immediately after the revised Lectures had been pro 
mulgated, said — “That it was his opinion, that so long as the Master of any Lodgs 
observed exactly the landmarks of the Craft, he was at liberty to give the Lectures 
in the language best suited to the character of the Lodge over which he presided. 
Ami that any Master of a Lodge, on visiting another Lodge, and approving of the 
Lectures delivered therein, is at liberty to promulgate the same from the Chair in his 
own Lodge, provided he has previously perfected himself in the instructions of the 
Master in the aforesaid Lodge.’* (Quarterly Com., Dec. 1819.) # 

• Vide Heb. x : . 
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to remove. In a word, the existence of Masonry in these times, purified 
from the defilements which it contracted by an incorporation with false 
systems of worship, in every age, and amongst every people for many suc- 
cessive centuries, sufficiently evinces that its origin was pure ; and that 9 
though debased by idolatry, amidst the moral darkness which obscured 
the world during the long reign of superstition, when the true religion laid 
prostrate the usurpations of idolatrous worship, Masonry hailed the great 
work of reformation, and appeared amongst mankind pure and bright as in 
the days of Enoch, Abraham, Moses, or Solomon. 

The conclusion then is this: Masonry on our globe was coeval with true 
religion, which we now call Christianity; was originally considered a beau- 
tiful handmaid to religion, and from this belief was incorporated by the 
descendants of Noah into every new system formed by the varying fancies 
of vicious and designing men ; hence its universality as a speculative or au 
operative pursuit; its essence continued visible amidst the fluctuations of 
all religious systems, and was more or less expanded as they approximated 
to, or diverged from, the only true plan of divino worship. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

On Symbolical Instruction, 

The great end and design of Masonry is to make men virtuous tnd 
happy by the inculcation of moral precepts, enforced by the most engaging 
considerations that can be presented to the mind. The medium of in- 
struction used by our ancient brethren, and still preserved pure and unim- 
paired, was by visible symbols , in which precepts of morality were curiously 
enfolded, and veiled from common observation. Thus, in the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, a child, an old man, a hawk, a fish, and a river-horse, 
properly arranged, were intended to express this precept : “ Let *all man- 
kind, from youth to old age, know that the gods bate impudence. 

“ In this hieroglyphic system, the hero gods not only represented and 
were symbols of the supreme gods and subordinate deities, but they had 
each their animal symbol, to represent their peculiar power, energy, and 
administration ; and their figures were compounded of one part or other 
of their symbols, to express more sensibly the natural effects of divine 
energy attributed to them. Thus Osiris, when he represented the power 
and all-seeing providence of the Supreme being, had a human body with a 
hawk’s head, and a sceptre in his hand, and decorated with the other re- 
galia or ensigns of royalty. Orus was represented with a staff or pillar, 
the capital of which was surmounted by the head of the upupa, to signify, 
by the variegated feathers of that bird, the beautiful variety of the 
Creation. In one of his hands he held a lituus, to denote the harmony of 
the system ; and a gnomon in the other, to shew the perfect proportion of 
its parts. Behind him was a triangle inscribed in a circle , to signify that 
the world was made by the unerring wisdom of God. He had sometimes 


• The discoveries which have been made in Egypt since the first edition of this 
work was printed have rendered the above interpretation questionable. Spineto 
says, “Our knowledge of hieroglyphics amounted literally to nothing, when the 
French government 6ent an expedition into Egypt, most liberally provided with a 
select body of antiquaries and architects, surveyors, naturalists, and draughtsmen, to 
discover, copy, and carry away all that was fitted to explain the scientific and lite- 
rary knowledge of that country. On their return, they published a splendid account 
of their labours, in which all the perfection and elegance which can possibly belong 
to printing and engraving have been exhibited ; and nothing can exceed the fidelity 
and exactness with which the several MSS. and inscriptions have been represented.” 
From this period the interpretation of Egyptian hieroglyphics has assumed the form 
of a system ; and Champollion has furnished a regular series of hieroglyphical 
characters, which are capable of being used phonetically, or as the letters of an 
alphabet, and apply to most of the cases of hieroglyphics which occur on the monu- 
ments of that country. (See the Theocratic Philosophy, p. 123.) 

01 


Digitized by v^ooole 



92 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


a cornucopia in his hand, to denote the fertility and production of the 
earth.”* 

This method of communicating instruction was absolutely necessary in 
the Pythagorean school, where each probationer was enjoying a five years’ 
silence. A great precept of this echo >1 was xva'fuav arttze'oOiu, abstain 
from beans. This was principally intended as a persuasive to continence, 
and to refrain from the contagion of illicit amours : for Pythagoras incul- 
cated science upon his disciples as the best incentive to the practice of 
moral virtue. This emblematical species of instruction was equally deli- 
cate and just, and served to inspire the mind with the noble ardour of em- 
ulation, and love of truth and virtue. The precepts of Pythagoras were, 
indeed, all veiled in allegory : for Jamblichus saith,j* " He used to pro- 
pound an infinite number of significations to his disciples by short and 
pithy sentences, in a symbolical manner. The most divine Pythagoras 
wrapped up sparks of truth, for such as could kindle them, in a concise 
way of speech, treasuring up in hidden sentences most abundant theories, 
as fixo'tijf, tottjf, friendship, equality ; xo'opof, world or heaven, and the 
famous word telractys .”J 

u The first Hermes,” says the Chevalier Ramsay, {< invented the inge- 
nious art of expressing all sorts of sounds by the different combinations of 
a few letters ; an invention most wonderful for* its simplicity, but not 
sufficiently admired, because it is common : besides this manner of writing, 
there Was another, which was consecrated to divine things, and which few 
persons understood. Trismegistus expressed the virtues and the passions 
of the soul, the actions and the attributes of the gods, by the figures of 
animals, insects, plants, stars, and divers other symbolical characters: 
hence it is, that sphynxes, serpents, birds, and crocodiles were placed in 
their ancient temples, and upon their obelisks ; but these were not the 
objects of their worship, Trismegistus concealed the mysteries of religion 
under hieroglyphics and allegories, and exposed nothing to the eyes of the 
vulgar but the beauties of his morality. This has been the method of the 
sages in all times, and of the great legislators in all countries : these 
divine men were sensible that corrupted minds could have no relish for 
heavenly truths till the heart was purified from its passions ; for which 
reason they spread over religion a secret veil, which opens and vanishes 
when the eyes of the understanding are able to support its brightncss.”§ 

The same system of instruction was practised by the Jews under the 
patriarchal, as well as under the Mosaio dispensation. The prophecies 

* Smith’s Use and Abuse of Masonry. 

t Jamblichus, cap. 29, p. 146. 

X Some of the most celebrated symbols of Pythagoras are thus explained by Jam- 
blichus : — “ Sacrifice and worship barefoot” signifies that, in the worship of God, W’e 
ought to divest ourselves of those passions which degrade our nature, and go into his 
presence pure and uncontaminated by any human defilement. “ Keep a tongue of good 
report, following the gods,” carries its own explanation with it “Take off youi 
right thoe first, but put your left foot first into the basin,” is an earnest recommenda- 
tion to prudence and activity ; that good actions may be performed, and bad ones 
rejected. “Pass not over a balance,” recommends justice and temperance in every 
pursuit “ Engrave not the image of God in a ring,” refers to the immateriality of 
the gods, who ought to be worshipped without any visible symbol. “Take not every 
one by the right hand,” that is, contract not friendship with the uninitiated, but con- 
fine your esteem to those who, by long trial and probation, have been found faithful 
and worthy of your confidence. 

$ Travels of Cyrus, 1, 3. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



ANTIQUITIES OF FREE M A 80 NR Y. 


were frequently delivered symbolically. Thus the Holy Land is termed 
God's vineyard by Isaiah and other prophets. The hiding of Jeremiah's* 
girdle implied the destruction of idolaters,* as the breaking of a bottle did 
that of Jerusalem in general.*)* Ezekiel pourtrayed the filthiness of the 
Jews by the scum of a boiling pot,J and the union of Judah and Israel 
by joining together two sticks.§ The series of prophecies uttered by 
Daniel, comprehending every material transaction which should take place 
in the world to the end of time, are all delivered in the same manner : 
and the Founder of Christianity explained to his disciples the mysteries 
shadowed beneath his symbols, but be spake unto the rest of the world in 
parables, which, without embracing his faith, ,they were unable to under- 
stand.|| 

To till the mind with images which may present themselves in every 
transaction of life, which, if evil, may call loudly upon the conscience to 
shun the danger, is surely a medium not to be despised, particularly when 
recommended by such high and unequivocal sanctions. When engaged in 
sinful practices, if any object appear in which is wrapped up a familiar 
precept, indicating the punishment of sin, how insignificant soever that 
. object may appear to an eye unenlightened by the rays which burn around 
it; if it rouse the sinner to a sense of his duty, and cause him to abandou 
his evil pursuits, it has performed a service over which angels shall rejoice, 
though fastidious mortals may ridicule such a medium, and pronounce it 
trifling and absurd. 

The uninitiated may urge the absurdity of squares and compasses, iiial- 
lcts and chisels, because, being mere instruments of labour, they do not 
present immediately to the mind any visible tendency to the cultivation of 
moral virtue. But were the useful lessons they contain openly displayed 
and fully comprehended, Masonry would no longer be mi object of ridicule 
or aspersion, but would occupy the first rank amongst those human sciences 
which confessedly promote the benefit of mankind. From the chequered 
groundwork of a Mason's lodge to its splendid and celestial covering , it 
contains no point, part, or secret which does not convey a fund of valuable 
information. The Mason in bis full clothing is a striking emblem of in- 
tegrity, and a perfect model of wisdom, strength, and beauty. The white 
apron, gloves, jmd wand, which are characteristic of his profession, have a 
direct reference to the innocence and purity with which he ought to he in- 
vested, by an adherence to the invaluable lessons which they contain. In 
all ages, and amongst all people, white robes have been assumed as charac- 
teristic of innocence and purity. Such were the robes worn by the priests 
of Egypt and Greece, the Druids of Gaul and Britain, the Bramins of In- 
dia, the Gymnosophists of Persia, &c. And in each garments, under the 
Christian dispensation, were the catechumens habited after baptism, to ex- 
press the parity they had obtained through the performance of that initial 
tory rite. 

The universal extent of our Lodge, referring to the unlimited obliga- 
tion of Masonry, is well expressed by Zophar m his Masonic address to 
Job : “ It is as high as heaven, deeper than hell : the measure thereof is 
longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.”^[ It stands due east 


• Jer. xiii. 

$ Ezek. xxir. 

| Mark iv. 11. 


t Ibid. xix. 

$ Ibid, xxxvii. 10. 
T Job xi. 8, 9. 
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and west, that its governors may behold the rising and the setting of tho 
sun, with sentiments of devotion and gratitude to Him who appointed that 
luminary as a blessing to his creatures. Its peculiar situation is in the 
vale of Jehosaphat. The highest of hills or the lowest of valleys was in 
ancient times accounted most sacred. Thus tradition placed the peculiar 
residence of God on the summit of Mount Horeb; and Ezekiel declares 
that “ on the top of the mountain the whole limit thereof round shall be 
most hoi y.”* The Bible , square , and compass point out the sacred source 
of his faith, and the rectitude of his practice ; for while the former, which 
is always open in the Lodge, is considered the rule and standard of his 
faith and hope, the two latter have the same reference to his life and ac- 
tions. The Bible is the sacred compact between God and man ; for in that 
holy book the divine will in essentials is so clearly revealed that he who 
runs may read ; and the way of salvation is so explicitly pointed out, that 
the sojourner shall not err therein. The compass is appropriated to the 
Grand Master, as the supreme governor of the institution, because it is the 
most comprehensive and useful instrument in forming plans and designs, 
which belong exclusively to his province ; for on the art and judgment 
with which he applies this instrument depend the general beauty and har- 
mony of the whole. The square belongs to the brethren in general, be- 
cause their obligations are founded upon, and they are consequently bound 
to square their actions by, the principles of virtue and right reason. From 
these visible symbols Masonry teaches, in its beautiful and expressive 
phraseology, to keep within compass, and act upon the square with all 
mankind, but more particularly with brethren. And this is consistent 
with the teaching of Christianity. St. Paul has interpreted this precept 
in his truly Masonio address to the Galations : “ As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith/'f 

The jewels , both moveable and immoveable, have a significant reference 
to what is most dear and valuable to man in this mortal state ; exposed, as 
he is, to sorrow, sickness, pain, and adversity. The square is an instru- 
ment by which truth and perfection are attained in all manner of architec- 
ture ; and consequently recommends morality and justice in all our com- 
merce with mankind. The level is an emblem of equality, and demon- 
strates, that as we are descended from the same stock, partake of the 
same nature, and share the same hope, we ought strictly to render unto 
others the same measure of kindness and affection which, in similar circum- 
stances, we should require of them. The plufib is an emblem of integrity, 
and admonishes to walk uprightly in our station ; to hold the scale of 
justice in equal poise; to observe the happy medium between intemper- 
ance and rigid self-denial ; and to make our passions and prejudices coin- 
cide with the straight line of duty. The tracing board refers to the cor- 
rect plans and designs traced by the great Architect of the Universe in 
the Holy Bible, which constitute the summit and perfection of a Mason’s 
faith and hope. We have also other emblematical jewels, to denote the 
mind of man in its progress from infancy to old age, from ignorance tc 
knowledge. In the dawn of life, uncultivated nature feels its own inferi- 
ority, and is like a rough and shapeless stone newly taken from the 
quarry, which requires the skilful hand of patient industry to mould it 
into form. Manhood succeeds, and the ripening faculties, emulating per- 

• Ezek. xliii. 12. f Gal. vi. 1U. 
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fecticn, press on with diligence and assiduity, to the great object of rational 
attainment. And when old age comes on, the placid mind, reflecting on 
a well-spent life, devoted to acts of piety and virtue, looks forward to an- 
other and a better state of existence, where, infinitely perfect, it will be 
filled with the fulness of God. This state of mind may be aptly compared 
to a well-wrought and highly -polished cubical stone,* accurately exact in all 
its lines and angles ; which, though minutely tried with the Bquare and 
compass, will be pronounced good, perfect, and complete. 

The most brilliant virtue prudence is represented in a Mason’s Lodge 
by a blazing star, which is placed in the centre that every Mason’s eye 
may be upon it, to expand his heart and influence his actions ; that his 
conscience may never condemn him for exceeding the bounds which pru- 
dence prescribes, and that he may always be animated with the cheering 
reflection of its unqualified approbation. The starry zone of prudence, 
like the broad and spangled ecliptic, illuminated with studs of brilliant 
stars, which circumscribes the universe, forms the sacred envelope of all 
human virtues. 

The groundwork of a Lodge points out the recurrence of prosperity and 
adversity with which the life of man is variegated and chequered ; and 
administers the most soothing consolation under the pressure of calamity 
or affliction. It displays the God of all comfort in his dispensations of 
mercy and justice; and shews that however man may be exalted above 
his species here on earth, while blest with prosperity aud animated with 
strength, and health, and spirits, in the humble grave all are on a level, 
death destroying all human distinctions, for the dust of the most potent 
monarch is not distinguishable from the dust of the lowly pauper. Thus 
is humility inculcated ; and thus are we instructed to submit with cheerful 
resignation to the dispensations of Providence; assured that the hand 
which gives can also take away. This is a subject which affords ample 
scope for illustration, and has a rank assigned to it in the Lodge commen- 
surate with its high and paramount importance. 

The covering of a Lodge is that superb canopy spread over it by the 
Almighty Creator of all things. The blue, purple, and crimson covering 
of the first temple erected to the exclusive worship of God by Moses in tho 
wilderness, was a striking symbol of this splendid arch, illuminated with 
the rays of that great and burning luminary which conveys life, light, and 
motion to all earthly things. Tho ground and covering are connected by 
means of a ladder consisting of three principal steps, and resting on the 
Holy Bible; by which every Mason, who firmly exercises the virtues 
they represent, hopes to leave behind the unsatisfactory pursuits of mor- 
tality ; and mount, with the angels in Jacob's vision, to a better country, 
even the holy city of God. 

These three principal steps have a direct reference to three theological 
virtues, Faith, Hope, and Charity, of which Charity possesses the 
highest and most distinguished rank : and the reason of this will be evi- 
dent, if we distinctly consider the exclusive properties of these virtues, 
and deduce from tbcnce the incomparable excellence of universal charity. 

Faith is a firm and sincere assent to tho fundamental truths of religion, 
the being of a God, the divinity of Christ, the saviour and judge of man- 
kind, a future state of rewards and punishments, and the means and con- 

• The immoveable jewels, according to our ancient brethren, were called ta« 
treasle board, the rough ashler, and the broached thurnel. 
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dilions of avoiding the one and secnring the other. This faith, as the true 
basis of all religion, is the first incentive to holiness ; and through ils me- 
dium we are justified, accepted, and finally received, 

Hope is an earnest and well-assured expectation of escaping threatened 
dangers, and obtaining promised rewards. The simple act of faith, or 
belief in the existence of a heaven to reward, and a hell to punish, with- 
out knowing how to obtain the former and avoid the latter, would be a 
state of suspense, dark and appalling as the shades of midnight, without 
a ray to cheer us in our passage through the gloomy vale : hence arise the 
consolations of hope, which prompt us to a steady perseverance in the path 
of duty, that we may finally surmount all impending obstacles, and re- 
ceive the eternal rewards of our virtuous endeavours. 

Charity, in its greatest latitude, is an ardent love of God, united with 
an unfeigned affection for all bis creatures. The love of Go$ naturally in- 
spires the love of our brother,* created by the same architect, formed of 
the same clay, springing from the same common parent, and cemented by 
the most indissoluble ties. . The love of our brother is one of the principal 
conditions of our initiation into God’s friendship, who is the father and 
generous preserver of us all. Hence, if the vivifying beams of God’s love 
bo not shed abroad in the heart, there will exist little fraternal affection ; 
but the common bond of Masonry and religion being violated, there can 
be no hopes of good fruit proceeding from so impure a stock, and thus 
both are calumniated from the vicious conduct of some of their professors. 
Charity is not capable of a more restricted sense : for if it be disunited 
from the love of God, and understood simply of brotherly love, it would 
be a virtue of inferior rank,*)* and must yield precedence to both faith and 
hope. But consider charity in its most extended signification, as the pure 
and unfeigned love of God and man, and the doctrine of Masonry, cor- 
roborated by the argument of Saint Paul,£ will be fully understood and 
admitted : and this argument lends a most powerful and decisive sanc- 
tion to Masonry, which, shielded by the unequivocal support of such a 
high authority, ean never be overthrown by the united force of prejudice 
and passion. 

A comparison of these virtues will shew, more distinctly, why Charity 
is so pre-eminently exalted above the other two. 

Faith is the evidence of things not seen, the substance of things hoped 
for. Charity is the sublimity of faith and hope, and may be denominated 
a grand and beautiful entablature of good works, supported by the strong 
pillar of hope, and founded upon the wise and broad pedestal of faith. 
From this uncontaminated source we are supplied with wisdom from above, 


• 1 John iv. 20. 

t And yet, even in this restricted view, Masonic charity will maintain its ascend- 
ancy, as is well expressed by Brother the Rev. Salem Town, Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Chapter of New York. He says, w We oannot fail to perceive what has pre- 
served the purity and secured the perpetuity of the Masonic institution, and main- 
tained that striking uniformity in carrying out its moral and benevolent objects. If 
we recur to matters of fact, either in principle or practice, wc arrive at the same 
conclusion. As the objects of Masonic charity never vary in any age or country, 
and the evils to be cured, or misfortunes to be relieved, always require the same 
remedy, at least in kind, the laws of our moral nature, and the sympathies of our 
hearts, present an uniform succession of kindred motives, which always prompt to 
kindred acts of benevolent effort/* (Amer. Mas. Reg., vol. 3, No. 19.) 

X 1 Cor. xiii. 
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which sheds its light like the blaeinq star in the oentre of heaven’s 
glorious arch, with strength to support us while treading the mosaic 
pavement of this uncertain life, chequered with the variegated scenes 
of good and evil, and with beautt like a rich trsselated border of 
brilliant stars, to adorn our good works, which, shining before men, may 
tend to the glory of our Father who is in heaven. 

Faith is the basis of religion ; it points' to duty and reward, clearly 
presents to view the means of obtaining the promises, strongly obligates 
the conscience and inclines the will to compliance. Thus we ascend the 
first step of the Masonic Ladder. Hope is a column raised on the 
basis of faith that God is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him : this consoling assurance adds vigour to the performance of 
duty, quickens the pursuit after happiness, circumscribes our wishes with* 
in the compass of God’s promises, and enables us to win the second step. 
Charity is the ornamented capital which completes the fabric, even the 
third and sublime step, embosomed in clouds aud encircled with rays 
of everlasting glory. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

CONTAINING THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY YEARS. 

View of Masonry from the Offering of Isaac to the Deliverance from 
Egyptian Captivity . 


The opening of this period displays Masonry as inculcating the prin- 
ciples of Christianity still more unequivocally and distinctly, if Faith, 
Hope, and Charity be considered as Christian virtues ; for amongst Ma- 
sons they are referred to a transaction which illuminates this age of the 
world ; and by which all good Masons hope to arrive at a building not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Abraham buried his wife Sarah in a sepulchre in the field of Machpe- 
lah, at the ago of one hundred and twenty-seven years. He endeavftured 
to console himself for her I09S by obtaining a wife for his son Isaac and 
bound his steward by a solemn oath to procure one amongst his own kin- 
dred in the land of Mesopotamia. His commission was successful, and 


* In those ages an oath was used on all Solemn and extraordinary occasions. It 
was considered an awful acknowledgment of the universal presence of God, as well 
as of his supremacy over all created things, including a belief that he has power to 
avenge himself, on all who shall violate such a solemn appeal to his truth and justice ; 
and soliciting help from God implies also a desire to avoid the penalty, by a firm 
resolution to observe the prescribed condition. In primitive times, men sware by 
lifting up their hands to heaven (Gen. xiv. 22) ; by putting their hand under another’s 
thigh (Gen. xxiv. 2, and xlvii. 29); by imprecation (1 Sam. xiv. 4d, l Kings xx. 10); 
and by standing before the altar (1 Kings viii. 31). This last method of making an 
oath was in use also amongst the idolatrous nations, particularly the Athenians, the 
Homans, and the Carthaginians. 
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ho returned with Rebecca, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Nahpr, 
Abraham’s brother. 

The mysteries and worship of idolatry, notwithstanding their rapid pro- 
gress by the indefatigable zeal of Ham, Mizraim, Isis, and Ashtaroth, with 
their able coadjutors the Cabiri, had not wholly superseded Masonry at 
this period in Arabia Deserta; for Job publicly renounces both the one 
and the other in the presence of his friends, and acknowledges the practice 
of them worthy of punishment.* The conclusion of his speech, iu answer 
to Bildad the Shuhite, contains a series of Masonic duties, all of which 
he solemnly declares he has uniformly executed.*)* And hence his integrity 
excited the resentment of Satan, whose ordinances he had despised and 
rejected. “ Job and his friends worshipped the one true God in sincerity 
and truth; and their religious knowledge was in general such as might 
have been derived from the early patriarchs.’’^ He reiterates the doctrines 
and duties of Masonry throughout the whole of his expostulations. In 
opposition to the multiplicity of gods, taught in the lesser mysteries, he 
appeals to the brute creation for an acknowledgment of one God, the 
creator and preserver of all things. “ Ask the beasts, and they shall 
teach thee ; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee : or speak 
to the earth, and it shall teach thee ; and the fishes of the sea shall de- 
clare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the Lord 
hath wrought this ?”§ 

After the death of Abraham, Rebecca bore unto Isaac twin children, 
Esau and Jacob ;|| of whom it had been predicted, that the elder should 
serve the younger.^f Esau, of a wandering and unsettled disposition, 
avoided the society of his own kindred ; associated with the inhabitants 
of Canaan, and with tbe Hittites; and probably his wanderings might 
dtecasionally extend to Egypt. He was, however, early initiated into, and 
tainted with, the idolatrous rites of the neighbouring nations ; and gradu- 
ally seceded from the God of his fathers. His indifference to the rights 
of primogeniture, which included the sacred office of priest or sacrificer to 
his family, induced him to dispose of them for a trifling consideration : 
he was, therefore, rejected by God, termed a “profane person,”** because 
he slighted that privilege which gpive him undisputed dominion over the 
spiritual as well as the temporal affairs of his brethren : but Jacob, who 
adhered to our science as revived by Abraham and practised by Isaac, re- 
ceived the approbation of God, and was suffered to obtain, not only Esau’s 
birthright, but also his father’s blessing. 

Isaac secretly encouraged a partiality for his eldest son, in whom he 
might conceive the promises centered; and hoped, notwithstanding he 
had deviated from the faith of his fathers, that the blessing of Abraham 


• Job xxxi. 26—28. f Ibid. xxxi. 14 to end. 

X Bishop Tomline’s Theol., par. 1. c. 2i § Job xii. 7 — 9. 

. | The Talmudists say that Isaac was a second Adam, and resembled him in every 
thing. Adam had two sons, Cain and Abel ; and when Abel died he had Seth in 
his stead, so that he always had two sons. Isaac also had two sons, Esau and Jacob; 
and like to Cain, who was a child of sin, became a murderer, Esau was a shedder of 
blood, according to Solomon Jarchi. Abel being kind-hearted, offered sheep and 
lambs, which are symbols of innocence and benevolence; and Jacob dwelt in tents, 
and was a lover of peace and tranquility. Thus Cain and Esau Were depraved and 
iniquitous — Abel and Jacob good and beloved. (See the Concil. vol. i. p. 73.) 

T Gen. xxv. 23. •• Heb. xii. 16. 
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might descend through him. But Rebecca, grieved at the preference given 
to Esau, who had already taken wives from among the Hittites, and given 
in other respects strong symptoms of apostacy, hoped to find means of ob- 
taining for her son Jacob his father's blessing. Apprized, therefore, of 
Isaac's intention to confer on Esau the great privilege of his birthright, 
and hearing him give directions for a collation of venison as a preparatory 
ceremony to imparting his final blessing, by policy she obtained for Jacob 
the rights and privileges of primogeniture, which were solemnly conveyed 
and ratified by the irrevocable covenant, to which God himself was a 
witness. 

Esau was exasperated almost to madness at being thus supplanted a 
second time by his brother, and only waited until the death of Isaac to 
execute his resentment upon Jacob, and avenge, by a deed of violence, the 
privileges he had lost; for he had become fully sensible of their value 
and consequence. His mother, to avert the threatened danger, sent Jacob 
to Padanaram, a distant country in the land of Mesopotamia, that he might 
remain in safety under the protection of his maternal uncle Laban. A 
fugitive from his own country, alone and friendless, overcome with the 
bodily exertion of his journey, augmented by anxiety of mind, he laid 
himself down to rest at a place called Luz, with the cold earth for his bed, 
a stone for his pillow, and the cloudy canopy of heaven for his covering. 
Here it pleased the Lord to impart that comfort which his situation so im - 
periously demanded ; and which was conveyed to his senses through tho 
medium of a most extraordinary vision.* He thought he saw a ladder, 
composed of staves or rounds innumerable ; whose foot was placed on the 
earth, but whose top extended to heaven, and was enclouded with a radiant 
circle of celestial glory. On this ladder the angels of God appeared as the 
authorized ministers of his dispensations of justice and mercy. Some 
were ascending to receive divine commissions from the fountain of all 
goodness, and others were descending to execute these commissions on the 
earth. Suddenly there appeared, amidst the beams of glory which en- 
circled the ladder's top, the Almighty Architect of the universe in person ; 
who addressed the sleeping Jacob in words full of peace and consolation : 
u I AM the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed, and thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth ; and thou shalt spread abroad to 
the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south : and in then 
and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And behold, 
I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of.”f 

This ladder was a type of Christ, who is the only way by which a cre- 
ated mortal can attain the kingdom of God ; for no one can ascend up in- 
to heaven, but through him who came down from heaven. Its staves or 
rounds point out the innumerable duties man is called on to perform on 
his journey from this world to a better. The most prominent of these, 
and from which all the rest emanate like rays diverging from a common 
centre, are the three theological virtues, Faith, Hope, and Charity. These 


• The three most remarkable visions recorded in Scripture, are, this of the Ladder, 
the vision of the Burning Bush, and that of the Ancient of Days vouchsafed to 
Daniel. 

f Gen. xxviii. 13 — 15. 
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virtues are of the greatest estimation amongst Masons, for they form the 
grand and fundamental basis of their profession. 

When Jacob awoke, he consecrated the place, which he conceived to be 
the houso of God and the gate of heaven, by the name of Bethel ; he set 
up the stone on which his head had reclined for a pillar of testimony; and 
yowed a vow, saying, “ If God will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so 
that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the Lord be 
my God, and this stone which I have set up for a pillar shall be God’s 
house ; and of all that thou shalt give mo, I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee.” # 

Jacob married Laban’s two daughters in Padanaram, and, through the 
blessing of God, acquired great possessions while in the humble capacity 
of shepherd to his uncle. At length he was seized with an ardent desire 
of returning to his own country ; and, despairing to obtain permission, he 
departed secretly with all his substance. Laban followed him in great 
anger ; but being admonished of God, he entered into a solemn league 
with Jacob of mutual peace and amity, and set up a pillar at Galeed as 
a sacred boundary to defend their possessions from hostile encroachment. 

Being thus relieved from the fear of Laban, Jacob began to entertain 
alarming apprehensions for the reception he was likely to meet with from 
his brother Esau, who had acquired authority amongst the Horites, a 
powerful and barbarous people who inhabited Mount Seir. These fears 
were much increased when his messengers reported that Esau was on his 
way to meet him, at the head of four hundred armed men. He concluded 
that the hour of vengeance was arrived, and gave himself up for lost. 
After preferring the most solemn petitions to God for assistance in this 
extraordinary pressure of dreaded calamity, he devised an expedient which 
he hoped would appease his brother’s anger, and disarm his resentment. 
He separated his company into two divisions, that one might endeavour 
to escape by flight, if the other should be destroyed ; he then selected a 
choice present of his best flocks and herds, and sent them before in sepa- 
rate droves, removed his wives and children and women-servant s over the 
brook Jabbok, and remained that night alone. 

To alleviate his distress, God vouchsafed to give him a most extras 
ordinary sign or token. The same divine personage whom he had before 
seen at Bethel, appeared to him in the form of a man, and wrestled with 
him all that night; hut could not prevail against him. At break of day 
the angel gave up the contest, and changed his name to Israel, because he 
had power both with God and man ; and assured him that, as he had not 
been vanquished in that trial, so should he remain unsubdued amidst all 
the apparent dangers which might afterwards assail him. 

The brothers met in the course of that day, and a scene of the most 
affectionate tenderness passed between them. When the first ebullitions 
had subsided, Esau invited Jacob and his family to reside at Seir, which 
he thought proper to decline, under the apprehension that his flocks and 
herds might suffer by travelling through that mountainous country. Esau, 
therefore, returned to his own land, and Jacob proceeded towards Canaan. 

Jacob had promised to worship God at Bethel, on his return from Syria, 
and this promise was faithfully performed. The Lord, therefore, renewed 


Gen. xxviii. 20 — 22. 
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the ancient covenant with him, and confirmed the promise of giving to his 

posterity the land of Canaan for an inheritance. Jacob afterwards re- 
moved to Hebron, where his father still lived, and though old, and labour- 
ing under the affliction of total blindness, continued to practice that science 
which we call Masonry. 

Rachel, the beloved wife of Jacob, had died in childbed of Benjamin, 
which afflicting circumstance, united with other troubles of a domestic na- 
ture, had partly alienated his mind from his family. His daughter Dinah 
had been ravished by the King of Shechem, for which his sons Simeon and 
Levi stimulated their brethren to the slaughter of that people. Reuben 
had defiled his bed by lying with his concubine Bilhah at Edar, which was 
detected by Joseph, which, added to the dissensions of his children, had 
almost made him weary of his life : he, therefore, secluded himself from 
their society as much as possible; and his sole enjoyment appeared to be 
in the education of his son Joseph, whom he loved more tenderly than his 
other sons, from the resemblance he bore to his deceased mother. 

He bestowed more than ordinary pains in illustrating the objects em- 
braced by the science of Masonry : he taught him the love of God to man 
iu his creation and preservation, and to himself and his forefathers in par- 
ticular, by selecting them to be the means of propagating the true religion 
upon earth, and the medium through whom all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed ; he described the wickedness of the antediluvian world, 
and the equity of God’s vengeance in their destruction by an universal 
Deluge : he instructed him in all the mysteries of Providence, and shewed 
him how God had rejected the idolatrous nations for their irreligion, and 
had given them over to the sword and pestilence : ho solicitously taught 
him the arts of social life, explained to him the system of the universe, 
shewed him the stars in their courses, and pointed out the divine hand 
which had placed them in the firmament and directed all their motions; 
expatiated on the origin of sacrifices, and the imminent peril of deviating 
from the express commands of God, exemplified in the punishment of Cain 
and the judgments which had been inflicted on the Gentile world ; de- 
nounced the curses of heaven on adultery and fornication, and cautioned 
him agaiust contracting the moral defilement resulting from such pernicious 
practices ; advised him to part with his life rather than part with his honour , 
and bid him guard against a breach of the laws of hospitality. 

He added to these instructions, the knowledge of his duty to God, his 
neighbour, and himself, and the exercise of that universal benevolence or 
charity which constitutes the purest emanation of the Deity : he taught 
bis son the difficult task of forgiving injuries, and of doing to others as 
he would have them do to him : he neglected not to inculcate the duty of 
self-government, including a strict regard to temperance in his habits, as 
well as his passions, to fortitude regulated by prudence, and to justice both 
distributive and communicative : he shewed the necessity of a rigid ad- 
herence to truth, as the grand and immutable test of moral virtue; and 
to mercy, as the dignified attribute of heaven : he taught him secrecy 
and brotherly love, and bade hiul never to violate the sacred deposits of 
friendship, which would be even worse than the villainy of an assassin, 
who stabs his adversary when unarmed and not suspicious of a foe; to 
sympathize with the afflicted, to compassionate their sorrows, and to re- 
lieve their distress, were duties he taught him to regard as indispensable. 
In fine, he stored the mind of his son with every precept which mi^Lt 
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be useful in prosperity or adversity ; either in his commerce with God 
or man. 

By a series of such instructions, Joseph excelled all his brethren in 
the knowledge of Masonry, which excited their envy and hatred in the 
highest degree. This was increased by the recital of some dreams which 
indicated bis superiority ;* and they resolved to accomplish his destruction. 
His death was decreed ; but some of his brethren relenting, he was sold 
to the Ishmaelites, who disposed of him to Potiphar, a chief officer in the 
court of Thusimares, king of Lower Egypt. 

The knowledge which Joseph had acquired from the sedulous industry 
of his father, assisted, doubtless, by his grandfather Isaac, who was living 
when he was sold into slavery, proved of infinite service to him in Egypt. 
He resisted the attempts of Potiphar* s wife on his chastity ,f and suffered 
imprisonment rather than violate the marriage tie. Here God revealed 
to him the interpretation of two remarkable dreams, which introduced 
him to the notice of the king, and eventually raised him to a very dig- 
nified rank in the kingdom. In his exaltation his knowledge of the social 
arts was of peculiar service to himself, as well as beneficial to the 
Egyptians; and the authority he acquired in consequence was equal, if 
not superior, to that of the king himself. 

The superiority of true Masonry over that which had been deteriorated 
by the corruptions of idolatry, is fully evinced from the estimation those 
few were hold in who practised it in purity, when accident or design 
led them into idolatrous nations. Thus Abraham was honoured by Janias, 
the fifth pastor king of Lower Egypt, the very centre of false and cor- 
rupted Masonry. And Joseph, who excelled in the knowledge of this 
science, was so highly distinguished by the same people, that they re- 
quested him to accept the supreme government of the fraternity, and to 
restore the primitive purity of ancient Masonry, that they might be 
reconciled to the God they had renounced. He was therefore installed 
their Grand Master, and Thusimares placed him over all the land of 
Egypt, acknowledging that the spirit of the true God was in himj 

Under his superintendence, the learning of Egypt was much purified 
>tnd advanced. He communicated wisdom to her rulers and chief men,§ 
and gave an impulse to their studies, which they had never before ex- 


• In one of these dreams, the sun, moon, and stars bowed down before him : which 
they interpreted as referring to themselves. Vallancey, Hales, and others conjecture, 
that as the dream really referred to himself and his brothers, the corresponding signs 
of the Zodiac, according to the prophecy of Jacob, just before his death, were — 


Aries - - Naphtali. 
Taurus - - Issachar. 
Gemini - - Simeon & Levi. 
Cancer - - Zebulon. 

Leo - - - Judah. 

Virgo - - Asher. 


Sagittarius • Joseph. 
Capricornus Benjamin. 
Aquarius - Reuben. 
Pisces • • Gad. 


t “Mohammed, in his Koran, gives us a long nistory of Joseph, stuffed with many 
fabulous circumstances, which the Eastern people have still more enlarged upon. 
The Mohamedans pretend to have several books of his amours with Zclcikah, Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, his master Potiphar's wife, which they make use of to kindle the 
love of God in their hearts ; it being, among them, what the Canticles are with the 
Jews and Christians — an allegory of the love of God and a pious 6oul.” (Univ. 
Hist. vol. ii. p. 279.) 


$ Gen. xli. 38. 


§ Psalm cv. 22. 
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perienced. Encouraged by new and unlooked-for discoveries, the Egyptian 
priests pursued their scientific researches with diligence and success. 

Being appointed grand master of Masons, Joseph took up his residence 
at Heliopolis, which possessed the most celebrated college in Egypt for 
wisdom and learning,* and married Asenath, the daughter of Potipjierah, 
the priest, or prince of that city. The dignity of Joseph’s office is forcibly 
expressed in the popular cry of Abrech , translated in our Bibles — u bow 
the knee;”f but actually signifying tender father: father to the king; 
and the nature of his office is equally designated by the appellation assign- 
ed to him by Pharaoh, ZAPHINATUPAANEAH,J a revcaler of secrets. 

Joseph now entered with great diligence and assiduity on the active 
duties of grand master and viceroy over all the land of Egypt. His pru- 
dence and discretion during the years preceding an expected famine dic- 
tated a remedy for so dreadful a scourge. He erected public granaries, and 
laid up a fifth part of every year’s produce in store, as a certain provision 
when the famine should arrive.§ Here Joseph displayed that knowledge 
and wisdom which he had received from his father, lie divided the Ma- 
sons into Lodges, and placed over each an expert master, to direct its 
operations, and to be responsible for every act of negligence or error com- 
mitted by the brethren uuder his superintendence. Over the whole he 
placed the most emiuent and skilful architects, reserving to himself the 
general direction of the works, and the supreme authority vested in him 
by Thusimares. From the excellency of the arrangements and the regu- 
larity of the proceedings, these extensive edifices were carried on with 
amazing rapidity, and were prepared to receive the allotted stores at the 
end of the first year. 

Luring the famine, Joseph had an opportunity of practising that divine 
quality, inculcated so earnestly by his father as the ornament and perfec- 
tion of Masonry, brotherly love. Ills brethren, who had threatened his 
life, and had actually sold him into slavery, pressed by the wants and calls 
of nature, appeared before him in the guise of humble suppliants at bis 
footstool, to beg a supply of com, that themselves and their children might 
not perish by famine. Joseph knew them, aud beheld the accomplishment 
of his dream. Acquainted with the perversity of their hearts, he forbore 
to reveal himself, until he had ascertained whether adversity had taught 
them that wisdom which precept had failed to inculcate. After a full pro- 
bation of their present sentiments and feeling, he was fully convinced of 
their remorse for past transgressions; and, dismissing his attendants, he 
gave his brethren a token, which none but Masons are possessed of, and 
said, “I am Joseph your brother! Loth my father yet live?’' Their 


• Herod. 1. 2. c. 3. 

| Gen. xli. 43 ; and vide Marg. Trans. 

J This is not a Hebrew word, as some Rabbins have conjectured. It is true, the 
former part may be derived from Zaphan, to hide ; but the latter is, I believe, not to 
be found in the Hebrew language. Jerome thinks it refers to the Redeemer; but it 
is generally rendered as above. 

§ “ The Egyptians paid great attention to the storing of their corn. The granaries 
appear to have been public buildings; they are represented on the monuments as of 
vast extent, and it deserves to be remarked, that their roofs are generally arched. 
Indeed, when we see the vast extent of these stores, as represented on tne monu- 
ments, we cannot doubt that they would contain sufficient corn to supply the wants, 
not only of Egypt, bufthe neighbouring nations, during the seven years of famine.’' 
— (Taylor s Mon. of Egypt, p. 41.) 
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fears and compunction were only equalled by tbeir astonishment at finding 
Joseph in such an exalted situation, after having represented him as deaa 
for the spaoe of twenty-two years. In the true spirit of Masonry, Joseph 
gave them the right hand of fellowship, dispelled their apprehensions, and 
administered comfort, by assuring them that he harboured no resentment 
for what they had done, becauso he considered them as instruments in the 
hands of a superintending Providence, to save them from perishing with 
hunger. 

They were invited, with their father and his whole family, consisting of 
seventy persons, to reside in Egypt ; and Thusimares gave them an ex- 
clusive province of his empire for their habitation, where they continued 
to practise the rites of their religion in peace and harmony, under the di- 
rection of the venerable patriarch Jacob, until the time of his death ; 
which event took place about seventeen years after he had settled in the 
land of Goshen. 

The brethren of Joseph, fearing lest the hitherto stifled emotions of re- 
sentment should burst forth and accomplish their destruction, now they 
were left unprotected by the sanction of their father’s presence, despatched 
an embassy, soliciting pardon and forgiveness. Joseph’s reply was corres- 
pondent with the education he had received. Reminding them of the 
saored principles in which they had been nurtured, he assured them that 
those principles were too firmly rooted in his heart to permit him to return 
evil for evil. He advised them to persevere in the worship of Him who 
created and governs the world ; and while they relied on that Grand Pil- 
lar for protection, they need not dread any interruption from him, or from 
tho people of that land over which he held the viceroyalty. 

Joseph retained his dignity eighty years, during the reigns of four suc- 
cessive monarchs, and died at< the advanced age of one hundred and ten 
years, regretted both by prince and peoplo for his unparalleled wisdom and 
universal philanthropy. He studied the best interests of the people, as 
connected with the prosperity of the crown ; was distinguished as an emi- 
nent legislator, in a land celebrated for its excellence in ‘ tho science of 
legislation ; and raised Egypt to a rank in the scale of nations which it 
had never before attained. 

After the death of Joseph, the Israelites remained in Egypt until they 
became so numerous that the inhabitants began to entertain apprehensions 
for their own safety ; for the miseries their ancestors had suffered under 
the Pastors’ Iron Rod gave them a fearful presentiment of what might be 
their own unhappy lot if the Israelites should rebel, and bring them under 
subjection to their authority. The lawless hand of power was therefore 
raised against the unhappy descendants of Jacob. Heavy burdens were 
imposed, in hopes that their numbers might be reduced, and their spirits 
broken, by degrading employments and rigorous exactions. Distinguished 
by a difference of apparel, as a badge of slavery,* they were compelled to 
work at public buildings, and aotually fortified Pelusium, and constructed 
the cities of Raamses and Pithom.f These oppressive measures, however, 
were productive of much benefit to the Israelites ) for their native genius 
being thus brought into action, they acquired a competent knowledge of 

* Eupol. in Euseb. de Prep. Evan. 

t Josephus says, the Israelites were wrought beyond their strength. They not 
only made brick, but were employed to dig trenches and ditthes to hold the water 
during the inundationi of the river : they also built cities and pyramids. ( Joe. Ant 
1. 2, c. 5.) 
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operative architecture; and by studying the most eminent production? of 
that people, they became qualified for an independent inheritance in the 
promised land. And the knowledge thus acquired was fully displayed in 
the wilderness, by the construction of a Tabernacle for divine worship, 
under the direction of Aholiab and Bezaleel. 

But the more the children of Israel were afflicted, the more they multi- 
plied and grew.* To accomplish the utter destruction of this race of 
people, therefore, the king issued an edict, commanding all the male chil- 
dren of the Hebrews to be cast into the river, for they did not fear any 
danger from the other sex. The Jewish females being fairer than the 
Egyptian women, and excelling in the arts of spinning and needle-work, 
they were preserved to minister to the pleasures and to conduce to the 
emolument of their unfeeling masters.f 

About this period, Jochabed, the wife of Amram, tho grandson of Levi, 
was delivered of a male child; and dreading the consequences of that 
cruel decree which devoted her son to death, contrived for the space of 
three months to secrete him from public observation ; but when she was 
certain that a discovery must inevitably take place, “she took for him an 
ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime aud with pitch, and put the 
chili therein ; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink,”J and with 
many prayers left him to the direction of Providence. He was discovered 
by Thermutis, the daughter of tho king of Egypt, who was fascinated with 
the child, as the most divine beauty beamed in his countenance^ She 
took him under her immediate protection, and named him Moses, from the 
circumstance of his miraculous preservation, the word being derived either 
from mos, water, and ises, saved :|| or from massah , to draw out.^f Ther- 
mutis, under the direction of an especial providence, placed him under tho 
care of his own mother, and, at a proper age, removed him thence, and 
educated him as her own son. Under the guardianship of the priests, he 
was instructed in all the learning of Egypt, and attained considerable pro- 
ficiency in the sacred mysteries of their religion.** 

Thus prepared for the extraordinary service to which he was afterwards 
called by the Almighty, be became the admiration of Pharaoh and his 
court. Having no male issue, the king solemnly pronounced Moses as his 
successor to the throne of Egypt; but, being now made acquainted with 
his extraction, and with the peculiar circumstances which introduced him 
to the daughter of Pharaoh, he declined this distinguished honour, in full 
expectation of the deliverance of Israel : for God had promised to givo 
them possession of the land of Canaan, in the fourth generation after their 
entrance into Egypt, which was accomplished in the person of Moses : for 
Levi was the son of Jacob, Kohath of Levi, Amram of Kohath, and Moses 
of Amram. The specified period of four hundred and thirty years from 
Abraham’s first arrival in Canaan being also nearly expired, ff Moses was 
induced to hope for the speedy performance of the divine promise. 

• Exod. i. 12. t Pererius. $ Exod. ii. 3. 5 Act* vii. 20. 

| Jos. Ant. 1. 2, c. 9. IT Osiander. 

••And there can be no doubt but the Egyptians were a very learned and intelli* 
gent people. Moses wa9 instructed in the seven liberal sciences ; a knowledge of 
hieroglyphics, as Aristeus says; and in all the abstruse mysteries of their religion. 

ft St. Paul correctly computes this period of 430 years, from the promise made to 
Abraham, to the promulgation of the law by Moses ; thus. — 

From the promise to the birth of Jacob 85 yean 

From thence to their entrance into Egypt - - 130 

And thence to the Exodus .... 215 

— 430 years. 
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Destined to purify Masonry and religion from the filth which had accu- 
mulated over them in successive generations, many particulars met in him 
which bad distinguished the most holy men of old. Enoch was tho 
seventh generation from Adam ; Moses was the seventh from Abraham. 
Enoch walked with God, and Moses had several personal conferences with 
the same Great Being. The name of God was revealed to Enoch ; so was 
it also to Moses. Noah was saved in an ark; so was Moses; and the 
same word, tebath, is used alike for both. 

Au Egyptian soothsayer had predicted, that a Hebrew child should be 
born during the reign of the present monarch, who should prove a scourge 
to the Egyptians, and exalt his own nation to great glory ; and this predic- 
tion was confirmed to Amram in a vision a short time before the birth of 
Moses. When he came to man’s estate, after having received a princely 
education, he displayed the most brilliapt talents, both as a legislator and a 
warrior : bis intrepidity and personal bravery, his coolness and conduct in 
the midst of danger, excited the envy of the Egyptian priuces; and the 
same soothsayer unhesitatingly pronounced Moses to be the perseu who 
should bring destruction upon Egypt. A confederacy was formed ogaiust 
him, and his death was clamorously demanded, as a sacrifice to the welfare 
of their country ; but the influence of Thcnuutis was sufficient to preserve 
him from the open machinations of his enemies, and it was only by the 
exercise of the most consummate policy that the king was at length pre- 
vailed on to consent to his death, when a plausible pretext should arise to 
justify that cruel measure. 

This pretext soon arrived. The chief study and employment of Mose« 
was to relieve his Hebrew brethren from the burdens imposed by their 
unfeeling task-masters ;* and by his exalted situation and high authority 
he was enabled to render them the most essential services. One day he 
witnessed a transaction which elicited his personal resentment : he beheld 
an Egyptian overseer wantonly punish one of his countrymen on the 
slightest provocation. Moses immediately drew his sword in defence of 
natural justice, and succeeded in slaying the tyrannical Egyptian, whose 
body he buried in the sand, and hoped the transaction was unobserved, as 
it would subject him to the vengeance of the king, whose servant he had 
slain. * The circumstance was, however, reported at court, with many 
aggravations, and Moses was ordered into custody. An early intelligence 
of his danger convinced Moses that he could only obtain safety by flight; 
he therefore took refuge in the land of Midian, where he was soon distin- 
guished by Jethro, its prince or priest.f 

• The contrast between the Egyptians and Hebrews would tend to augment their 
dissatisfaction. For while the latter were oppressed, starved, scourged, and com- 
pelled to labour like beasts of burden, the former “neglected nothing which could 
tend to promote festivity ; — music, songs, dancing, feats of agility, and games of 
chance, filled up the interval between the coming of the guests and the serving of 
the .'cast. Visitors of high rank arrived in palanquins or chariots, escorted by 
numerous attendants, some of whom acted the part of running footmen, as was once 
the fashion in England. Wine and some light confections were served up before 
dinner, and the guests were entertained with music and dancing until the tables were 
set In general, there was a separate table or tray laid before every guest, and the 
number and variety of dishes were proportioned to the rank of each. This helps 
to explain a curious circumstance in the account of the entertainment given by 
Joseph to his brethren, on their second visit to the Egyptian court : — And he took 
and sent messes unto them from before him; but Benjamin's mess was five times 
as much as any of theirs.” (Taylor, ut supra, p. 169.) 

f The legendary account of Moses’s escape is thus gives by Jewish Rabbins. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 


107 


Mose9 had been initiated into the spurious Free-Masonry of the Egyp- 
tians, to which privilege he was entitled by his adopted relation to the royal 
family. It was duriug a series of discourses on the nature and tendency 
of these mysteries with Jethro, who had acquired a competent knowledge 
of their design aud end in the course of his education for the priesthood, 
at the celebrated College of Memphis, that Jethro became convinced of the 
divine appropriation of Moses to the accomplishment of some important 
undertaking. This belief was much strengthened by the miraculous man- 
ner in which the mysterious rod of Adam was placed in his hands, by 
whose apparent ageucy he wrought all his miracles in Egypt. Encouraged 
by these supernatural tokens of a divine interference, Jethro gave Moses 
his daughter Zipporah in marriage, and communicated to him, as the last 
and best endowment he could bestow, the sublime secrets of Masonry, 
which opened the understanding of Moses to things of far superior import, 
and infinitely preferable to any thing inculcated in the mysteries of idolatry. 
These secrets pointed, not only to one God, the Creator, but the true 
method of rendering a service acceptable to Him ; not only to a future 
state of rewards and punishments, but to the way by which reward inay 
be attained and punishmeut avoided. By this science Jethro, in the midst 
of an idolatrous nation, was enlightened with the truth, aud performed 
services approved of God. 

At the end of forty years God vouchsafed to Moses a direct testimony 
of his approbation, by inspiring hi in with a perfect knowledge of that 
science which inculcates, as the chief excellence of man, piety and devotion 
to God. He resided with Jethro in the humble capacity of a shepherd. 
Such is the mutability of human life, that Muses, holding the exalted 
rank of a prince and leader in a dignified and powerful nation, was now 
obliged to embrace a profession which he had been taught to consider 
highly dishonourable, if not an absolute abomination.* He appears to have 
relinquished all expectations of deliverance, after a “uopeuse of forty years* 
duration, and had probably given up the idea of again visiting the Israelites 
in Egypt, as he had been rejected from all share of temporal government 
among them. 

Employed in his usual avocation of tending bis father’s sheep, he drove 
them to the back side of the desert, and came to the Mount of Horeb, 
which, by an ancient tradition, was considered the peculiar residence of 
trod on earth, and was, therefore, regarded by the inhabitants of Midian 
with such a high degree of reverence, that they dared not to approach it 
on any occasiou. To this solitary and unfrequented spot Moses often re- 
sorted for the purposes of study aud contemplation. At the foot of the 
mountain Moses one day was seated, reflecting on the wonderful works of 
God, when, raising himself from the musing posture in which he had been 
placed, he beheld a particular bush burning with fire, without any visible 
appearance of decay. The traditionary accounts of the mountain imrnc- 


When it was discovered that he had killed the Egyptian, he was apprehended and 
brought before Pharaoh, who demanded the reason of that act of violence towards 
one of his servants in the discharge of his duty. Moses boldly avowed its justice, 
and undauntedly declared that he had but inflicted due punishment on a notorious and 
tyrannical offender. Exasperated at so open an avowal of guilt, Pharaoh condemned 
him to immediate death ; but the executioner was struck with blindness and Pharaoh 
with idiocy, so that he had no power to prevent the escape of his prisoner, who fled 
into the land of Midian. 

• Gen. xlvi. 34. 
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diately recurred to his recollection, and he felt some symptoms of alarm ; 
but, confiding in the integrity of his heart, he approached the spot with 
awe and reverence. Here, after being taught how to advance without 
polluting holy ground , God revealed himself to Moses, and instructed him 
in some significant ceremonies, which are still used in our Lodges : here 
he communicated to him HIS SACRED NAME, inspired him to work 
miracles, taught him the miraculous powers which he had vested in the 
rod, commissioned him to engage his brother Aaron as an associate, gave 
him a new SIQN or token, and sent him forth as an authorized minister 
of His divine will and pleasure, to display the almighty power of God in 
the land of superstition, to deliver his people from the galling and oppres- 
sive yoke of Egyptian slavery, and directed him, when the Israelites had 
escaped from the tyranny of Egypt, to offer his first sacrifice on that holy 
mountain. 

An unshaken confidence was thus exoited in the mind of Moses of the 
superiority of the true God over the Egyptian deities, and nothing but 
this confidence could have induced him to return into Egypt, on so vast 
and dangerous an undertaking, and in the faoe of every impending obstacle. 
But the prescribed period of their captivity being now expired, Moses, no- 
thing doubting but God was able to perform the promise made to Abraham, 
ventured into the presence of Pharaoh with a certain assurance of success. 

Such is a general view of the transactions which took place at the mis- 
sion of Moses ; but as a divine communication was at this time made, 
whioh unequivocally assimilates Masonry with religion, it may be useful 
to make a more minute view of the circumstances attending this important 
event. 

Horeb and Sinai were two eminences on the same mountain, which was 
celebrated for seven particular transactions, connected with the great 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage. 1. The vision of the Burning Bush. 
2. The opening of tbe Holy Lodge* 3. The drawing forth water by a 
stroke of Moses’s rod. 4. The elevation of Moses’s hands, while the 
children of Israel, under tbe eommand of Joshua, vanquished *»be A male- 
kites. 5. Tbe delivery of the law amidst thunderings and lightnings and 
noises. 6. Here Moses fasted forty days and forty nights, and, on his 
return, found the people peforming the idolatrous ceremonies of Egypt, 
and brake the two tables of stone containing the decalogue, or moral law. 
And, 7. Here the ceremonial law was delivered, as well as tbe pattern and 
dimensions of the tabernacle. 

This mountain was covered with shrubs, or bushes, called seneh , which 
are described as being full of strong thorns, and so thick that a bird can 
scarcely penetrate through them ; and hence it is said to have derived the 
name of Sinai.* One of these bushes Moses discovered on fire, and his 
philosophy could not account for a phenomenon so contrary to the estab- 
lished laws of nature. The essential properties of fire are to burn and 
give light; but God, by a supernatural exertion of His power, took away 
its destroying quality; and hence, though the bush actually burned with 
fire, yet it was not consumed. Thus the only essential property that re- 
mained was LUX, or light ; a type of that true worship which was now 
about to be placed on so strong a basis, that no innovations of idolatry 
would be able to prevail against it # 

Moses drew near to investigate the causes which produced this extra- 


# Pererius. 
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ordinary appearance : but lest be should presume too far, and pollute 
himself by approaehicg the Divine presence without due preparation, God 
called to him in a voice which the Hebrews think bore a striking resem- 
blance. to tbat of Amram, his father, “ ‘ Moses, Moses!’ And be said, 
‘Here am I. 1 And he said, ‘Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes 
fmin off thy feet for the whereon thou standest is holy ground.’ ” f 
The custom of taking off the shoes, among the Hebrews, signified the 
ratification of a bargain, or contract, wherein all right to a possession was 
yielded up, or renounced ; but this command was issued to Moses, that by 
obcdienee he might shew his veneration for a place sanctified by the imme- 
diate presence of God. Moses immediately took his shoes from off his 
feet, and placed his hand before hie eye* y \ as a SIGN of sympathetic reve- 
rence and humility. 

The Almighty, by the same voice issuing from the flame, declared that 
the time was at length arrived when, with a mighty hand and with an out- 
stretched arm, he would deliver bis persecuted people from slavery, and 
give them possession of the land of Canaan, as he had promised his ser- 
vant Abraham ; and that he should entrust to him the conduct of the 
Israelites in their escape. Moses professed a ready obedience to the com- 
mands of God ; but entertained some doubts of his ability to accomplish 
so great an undertaking, particularly as the Israelites had rejeoted his 
mediation before his departure from Egypt. But God furnished him with 
a sign, that the captive people would not only accept his interference, but 
also that bis efforts for their deliverance, sanctioned by His Divine au- 
thority and protected by His power, should be crowned with success. He 
commanded Moses to cast his rod upon the ground, which, to his surprise 
aid terror, became a serpent, aud, elevating its hissing crest, assumed a 
posture of immediate attack. Moses was directed to take it by the tail, 
and it again became a rod in his hand. 

The transformation of Moses’ rod into a serpent had a reference to events 
of the greatest importance to man'. As our first parents were beguiled 
by the devil in the form of a serpent, so that miraculous rod, which had 
its origin in the garden of Eden, and is supposed by the Jewish Rabbins 
to have been one of the ten things created on the evening of the first 
Sabbath, Was changed into a serpent, as a sign to confirm the promise of 
delivering a select portion of their posterity from Egyptian bondage*. 
This rod also referred to the mighty work about to be accomplished in 
Egypt; for as the rod of Moses’ government was fearful as the attack of 
a serpent to the Egyptians, so it was a sceptre of righteousness to the 
children of Israel. It was called the rod of God,§ and used by Aaron in 
Egypt, and by Moses in the wilderness. It was a sign cf the divine au- 
thority, and a visible demonstration of God’s power ;|| used to confound 
the pretended skill of the magicians, to shew the Omnipotence of the 
Deity, and to humble the pride of Pharaoh, when he beheld mighty won- 
ders wrought by so apparently contemptible an agent as a shepherd’s 

* The priests, whether Jewish or heathen, always approached the Deity with their 
feet uncovered ; and going barefoot was a sign of sorrow and contrition of heart 
(2 Sam. xv, 30.) And hence captives used to express their desolation by taking off 
their shoes. (Isai. XX. * 2 .) 

t Exod, iii. 4, 5. J Exod. iii. 6. 

5 Exod. iv. 20. | Pellican. 
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staff.* Bat, above all, this rod metamorphosed was a type of Christ's 
death, to whieh indeed all Masonry ultimately points; for as by a serpent 
death came into the world, so by the death of the Son of God the serpent, 
or Satan, was fully vanquished and trodden under foot. Thus Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness* that as many as looked on it might be 
healed of the wounds inflicted by fiery serpents for their disobedient mur- 
nmrings ; and the death of Christ upon the cross, thus ypified, was to 
deliver us from sin and death, and to be a full satisfaction and atonement 
for the sins of all mankind.")* 

To give Moses a further assurance of his power and protection, God com - 
manded him to put his hand into his bosom, which by that simple act con- 
tracted a supernatural leprosy ; but soon became sound and healthy as the 
other. A small quantity of water was also changed into blood at the word 
of God. The astonishment of Moses was somewhat allayed, aud his faith 
confirmed by the assurance that he should perform the same and greater 
miracles in the land of Egypt, to induce Pharaoh to set his captive breth- 
ren at liberty. 

As a concluding confirmation of his mission, Moses required to koow in 
whose name he was to demand the liberation of the Israelites ; and the 
Almighty condescended to reveal to him that awful name which makes the 
pillars of the earth tremble. This tremendous word is msr ; translated, I 
AM THAT I AM.J 

St. Jerome says§ that there are several names given to God in Scripture, 
but none is more expressive of his attributes than the name rorr. He is 
called Elohim,|| because he is strong, mighty, and powerful. Sabaoth,^[ 
or the God of Hosts. Elion, ** Most High. Eheie or El, ft from his 
eternal and self-existent being. El Shaddai,JJ Omnipotent.§§ And 
Jah,|||| a contraction of Jehovah. The true pronunciation of this word 
is said to have been lost during the Babylonish Captivity. The Jews 


• Sinclair. 

t The Talmudists say that Moses became possessed of this rod in a very extra- 
ordinary manner. Walking one day in Jethro's garden, and conversing with the 
priest of Midian about the misery of the children of Israel in Egypt, he remarked a 
peculiar staff which was set up in the garden without any visible design; and, in- 
quiring its use, attempted to take it up. In this he succeeded, very much to the sur- 
prise of Jethro, as no one had been hitherto able to remove it from the place where 
it had been involuntarily planted. Moses took possession of the rod, after Jethro 
had explained all the particulars relative to its preservation from the time of Adam ; 
sad it was directed by the Almighty, to be used as the apparent agent of all his 
miracles. It w’as changed into a serpent three several timis. First at Horeb ; again 
in the land of Goshen, before the congregation of the elders; and lastly in the court 
of Pharaoh. 

t “This name, as the fountain and root,” say the Rabbins, “produces all others, 
and itself is derived from none.” It is said in Bereshit Raba, Yatcut, and other 
Jewish writings, to be one of the highest names ; and was taught by the priests and 
wise men, once in seven years, to their equals in piety and virtue, from the pronun- 
ciation of it being extremely dilficult and secret. 

§ Epis 136 sd Marcell. II Gen. i. 

IT Ps. lix. 5. •* Gen. xiv. 22. 

tt Exod. iii. 11. ££ Gen. xvii. 1. 

§5 The Jewish doctors assert that Jehovah is a name of clemency, but Elohim Is 
a name of judgment 

|| Ps. lxviii. 4. 


Digitized by tjOOQLe 



ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY. 


Ill 


abstained from using it on any occasion ; and substituted in its stead the 
word Adonai ; not only from the dread of profanation, but because its 
use was forbidden in the Levitical law,* under heavy penalties.f 

The name of God, here given to Moses, is well expressed by St. John 
the Evangelist in his book of Revelation, and clearly points out the eternity 
of the godhead, and embraces unlimited and interminable space. It is 
termed by St. Augustine, nomen incomm\UabilitatU y and shews God's per- 
fections of wisdom , omnipotence , and r/oodness. The first from the incom- 
prehensible excellence of the scheme of man’s redemption ; the second in 
the power by which he is able as well as willing to execute and perform 
every gracious promise for man's benefit; and the third from the revela- 
tion of that beautiful system of faith and practice whereby he enables mau 
to work out his own salvation. It declares his infinity, and shows his im- 
mutability, being always the same, without beginning and without end. 



• Levit. xxiv. 16. 

t Yet though the Hebrews were so particularly tenacious of this name, the idola- 
trous nations became possessed of it ; used it under every variation, and even in- 
scribed it on their temples. The great portal of the Egyptian temples was inscribed, 
Ego Sum omxe, quod puit, quod est, quodqui futubum est. / am, whatsoever tea*, and 
is, and is to come. In the Temple of Apollo at Delphos was written the essential 
name of God, El, Plutarch has written a book on this word, and determines its 
signification to be, M the eternal and self-existent Being, who is denominated God. M 
The heathen nations, even at the most deplorable period of their idolatry, unilormly 
asserted the superiority of some one God above the rest, to whom they attributed the 
most perfect attributes, and gave this sacred and comprehensive appellation. It was 
a custom amongst these people, derived from the very earliest times, to keep in- 
violably secret such names as were considered sacred. In the books which Thoth 
or Hermes left behind him, these remarkable words are said to be found : 44 Wilt thou 
see and behold the Deity? Consider the sun, the moon, and the course and order of 
the stars. His kame is unspeakable ; incommunicable : let Him be adored in 
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Being a man of the greatest meekriess and diffidence, lie urged this im- 
perfection as an impediment which would doubtless operate to defeat the 
undertaking, should he assume the arduous office of a deliverer. But God 
chose him the rather for this defect, that all the honour might be ascribed 
to himself, and nothing to human exertion.* 

On their arrival in Egypt, they congregated the heads of the twelve 
tribes os in a Grand Lodge; and Moses communicated the extraordinary 
circumstances, which produced a mysterious commission to conduct the 
captive descendants of Jacob into the promised land. The truth of these 
assertions was proved by the miracles which God had authorized him to 
perform ; and further evinced his claim to be received amongst them as a 
deliverer sent in the name of Jehovah. These unequivocal proofs of a 
divine commission convinced the assembly of the reality of Moses* preten- 
sions; “and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of 
Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their 
heads and worshipped. ”f 

Thus commissioned and endowed with supernatural powers, Moses and 
Aaron appeared before Amenophis, King of Egypt ; J and demanded per- 
mission for the Israelites to go three days'§ journey into the wilderness to 
offer sacrifice to the Lord. This request the king peremptorily denied, 
though under their peculiar circumstances they were unable to sacrifice in 
Egypt; for they sacrificed such animals as the Egyptians worshipped. || 
“ Caeso ariete velut,” says Tacitus, “ in contumeliam Ammonia ; bos quo- 
que immolatur, quern Egyptii Apim colunt.” Lest therefore he should 
elicit the vengeance of the Egyptians,^ and bring on an open and violent 
persecution, he demanded leave to sacrifice in the wilderness ; for this 
tribute of gratitude was due to the Almighty, as an act of religion, on the 
re-establishment of the covenant. The request was therefore perfectly 
reasonable, and Moses enforced it in the name of the Lord Jehovah. 

Amenophis evaded the appeal by denying the authority of Jehovah, the 
God of the Israelites, over him as the king of another people, and undo 
the especial protection of other gods. He therefore put the power of Je- 
hovah to the test ; and opposed to it the power of the gods of Egypt. 


the crown upon his head as a token of his sincerity. Moses removed the crown in 
haste, cast it on the ground, and trampled on it. (Josephus.) This action, though 
committed only by a petulant child, was construed by the soothsayors into an evil 
omen for the nation ; and they conjured the king, as he valued his own safety, or 
the prosperity of his subjects, to put Moses to death. Thermutis pleaded for his life; 
and proposed to submit his innocency to any test The superstitious custom of try- 
ing innocence by a fiery ordeal was then in use amongpt the Egyptians, and was in- 
stantly applied to Moses. (Pererius.) A red-hot cinder was introduced into his 
mouth; which burnt the tip of his tongue, and caused him to lisp or stammer in 
his speech. 

• Theodoret. t Exod. iv. 31. 

J This king is said by Simlerus to have been the same with Memnon ; whose 
bnage, holding a harp, was celebrated for emitting sounds of joy at the rising of the 
sun, and of sorrow at his setting. 

$ Pererius refers these three days' journey into the wilderness to the three theo- 
logical virtues, Faith, Hops, and Chaeitt. 

| Exod. via. ‘J6. 

Y “ From the monuments we may reasonably conjecture that the Egyptians were 
a happy and well-governed people in the flourishing days of Pharaoh, for the artists 
have represented the popular sports and amusements of the lower orders, as well as 
their dally occupations." (Taylor, ut supra, p. 30.) 
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A tremendous contest ensued between Moses as tbo agent of the true 
God, and the magicians as the agents of the Egyptian gods. Moses, arm- 
ed with that powerful rod which Adam was permitted to take from the 
tree of knowledge, and which was the acknowledged testimony of his di- 
vine commission, wrought in the presence of Pharaoh and his court, at 
Tanis, an extraordinary miracle, as a proof that his appeal to the God of 
Israel was not to be slighted with impunity. The rod was cast by Aaron 
upon the ground, and it immediately became a serpent, twining itself into 
folds to the consternation of the whole court. Amenophis called for Jan- 
ues and Jambres,* his magicians, who undertook to perform the same 
miracle. But the serpent of Moses displayed his superiority by devouring 
the serpents of the magicians, f Yet the king, confident in the power of 
these men, and the knowledge he had himself acquired of the mysteries 
of their religion, did not feel inclined to make any acknowledgment de- 
rogatory to the homage due to his own national gods ; or concession to a 
power, which, as the tutelary deity of another people, and that people his 
slaves, he held in the most sovereign contempt. To correct this error, God 
directed Moses to stretch his rod over the waters of Egypt, which should 
thus be turned into blood, and engender such prodigious quantities of frogs, 
that the whole land of Egypt should be infested. But these miracles being 
also imitated by the enchanters, Pharaoh was confirmed in his hardihood, 
and positively refused to let the children of Israel go. 

The great superstition of Egypt was a belief in judical astrology and 
natural magic. t It was held that the stars possessed a secret and potential 
influence over human affairs, aud that every studious man, deeply read in 
the mysteries of nature, as Moses was known to be, might direct these in- 
fluences at pleasure to produce any extraordinary effect • out of the common 
oourse of things. Hence the King of Egypt required some more decisive 
proofs of a divine interference, before he would consent to relinquish so 


* A strange legend about Jannes and Jambres is told by Palladius in his life of 
Macarius. These magicians, in the midst of a grove of trees, and beside a fountain 
of water, built a mausoleum for their own interment, which by magical arts wa* 
placed under the protection of evil spirits. Macarius having heard the wonderful 
stoiies which were related of this fountain, determined to visit the placfe, and prove 
the truth of these reports by ocular demonstration. Having penetrated the external 
avenues of the grove, he was encountered by seventy devils, who, with much grim- 
ace, threatened to attack him. Without giving way to fear, he recommended him- 
self to God, and these outre spirits of darkness vanished away. Coming to the 
sepulchre, he was met by a gigantic devil with clattering hoofs, and armed with a 
naked sword, who attempted to drive him back, but without success. Here he saw 
a brazen bucket, suspended by an iron chain, consumed with rust ; and also some 
pomegranates and other fruit dried up and wasted away. In what manner the en- 
chantment was dissolved, this author does not say ; but it appears unlikely that thh» 
legion of tremendous devils would suffer Macarius to explore their secret recesses 
with impunity, or permit him to depart in safety, unless vanquished by some counter- 
charm more potent than their own. The truth is : this and similar accounts of the 
effects of enchantment might be wonderfully amusing in an age of superstition. 
But these delusions are no more, and it is now clearly understood and universally 
admitted, that no miracle affecting the constituted order of things, has ever been 
performed, from the creation of the world, by the assistance or intervention of evil 
spirits, without any especial commission from on high. 

t These Egyptian serpents were a delusion of the devil, as Justio Martyr said, 
tpectantium ocuiit preuligias offundebant. 

X Trismegistua said (Pymand. Arclep. 145) that the Egyptian priests possessed tho 
art of constructing deities, or images endued with intelligence, which predicted 
luture events, and interpreted dreams. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



116 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


great a source of profit and gratification as was afforded bj bis Israel itish 
slaves ; and persisted in bis determination not to set them free, until bis 
whole nation was almost depopulated and destroyed by a succession of 
desolating judgments. He was willing to enter into a compromise with 
Moses, under the immediate influence of his sufferings ; and promised to 
allow the Israelites permission to sacrifice in Egypt, according to the rites 
ef their own religion, but would not consent to let them depart into the 
wilderness. He frequently relented, indeed, and cried out, “ I have sinned 
against the Lord l The Lord is righteous, and I and my people are 
wicked I 11 But his repentance disappeared with the evil ; and it was not 
till the whole land of Egypt felt the blow in their families, that he con- 
sented to their departure. 

The plagues inflicted on the Egyptians were of such a nature as to point 
direotly to the sacred objects of their worship. In the opinion of Pharaoh 
the contest was besween the tutelary deity of the Hebrews, and his own 
national gods ; it was therefore a righteous display of God’s justice, to 
shew the fallacy of his reliance on objects of worship which were unable 
to protect themselves against defilement, -or the infliction of grievous 
calamities. 

The first plague was directed against their great god the river Nile ; its 
sacred waters were turned into blood. There was a great propriety in this 
dispensation ; not only because the Egyptians held that water was the first 
principle of all things, * but because they paid divine honours to the Nile, 
and superstitiously adored its inhabitants.*!* Their country was greatly 
benefited by the annual overflowing of this river, which they conceived 
was owing to the sacrifice every year performed on its banks in honour of 
that divinity. * Immediately before the expected inundation, solemn pro- 
cessions were formed ; the deity of the Nile was invoked with many super- 
stitious ceremonies; and, to render him propitious, an immaculate virgin, 
richly attired and ornamented, was cast into the river, as a sacrifice of 
atonement.]; 

This plague was also a judical punishment for their cruelty to the He- 
brew childreo ; and served as a fearful token to the Egyptians, that the 
time was now arrived in which a dreadful retaliation should be inflicted, 
for all the innocent blood which had been shed in that river.§ This is 
plainly referred to by St. John the Evangelist ;|| and Josephus says, “They 
who drank of it were afflicted with a violent cholic ; whilst to the Hebrews 
it was perfectly wholesome.”^ 

The second plague with whieh the Egyptians were troubled, was, swarms 
of frogs, which came up from their sacred river, and filled their streets, 
their houses, and even climbed up into their bed-rooms. No place was 
free from them. They covered the tables of refreshment, defiled their 
provisions, and corrupted the water throughout the land of Egypt ; so that 
the very gods they held in veneration became a pest and a nuisance. This 


• Philo. 

t The Egyptians were induced to deify their river, because it was the author of 
all their abundance. Their chief dependence being on the Nile, they endeavoured 
to propitiate it by festivals and sacrifices. Thus, the first plague must have been 
peculiarly terrific. The fish died, the waters stank, and the Egyptians turned from 
it with disgust and loathing. 

J Rerod. Clio. 

| Rev. xvi. 6. 


§ Lyran. 

Y Ant 1. 2, c. 14. 
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terrible affliction pointed also to tkeir unnatural destruction of the inno- 
cents in the river Nile, which now sent forth its reptiles in such numbers 
.as almost to destroy the inhabitants. 

The third plague of lice referred to Pharaoh’s cruelty to the Israelites 
themselves. He condemned them to perpetual slavery, and that of the 
vilest and most degrading nature ; to make bricks from the dust of the 
earth, and to erect buildings for his convenience or pleasure. From the 
dust of the earth, therefore, arose an annoyance, which must oonvinoe 
them of God’s power, who could so severely afflict them by the most con- 
temptible creatures. * This plague was also directed at their habitual 
eleanliness, and fear of pollution. Herodotus says — “ that the Egyptians, 
and particularly the priests, from a principle of cleanliness, shave every 
part of their bodies on each third day, to prevent vermin, or other im- 
purity, from remaining about their persons . 11 f Hence to a people of such, 
peculiar habits and propensities, the plague of lice must have been an 
evil of the greatest magnitude. 

The fourth plague brought mingled swarms of flies, which not only 
corrupted the earth, but almost destroyed man and beast. It is supposed 
that they consisted not only of oommon flies, wasps, gnats, hornets, &c., 
but also of venomous reptiles, such as scorpions, asps, vipers, Ac. The 
fly in Egypt and Phoenicia received the honours of divine worship ; and 
one of their ohief deities was denominated Baal Zebub, which signifies the 
supreme lord of flies. This was, therefore, a grievous judgment, as it 
appeared to come under the sanction of Baal Zebub, on whom they relied 
for protection from every annoyance of that nature. 

The fifth plague was less personally troublesome to the inhabitants, for 
it was inflicted on their most powerful gods. The bull, the ox and cow, 
the sheep and goat, were supreme objects of adoration ; a murrain was, 
therefore, sent amongst them, to shew the unstable support on which the 
Egyptians rested : for if their gods could not protect themselves, much 
less could they render assistance to their worshippers.^ 

The sixth plague was inflicted on the Egyptians’ persons. Moses, by 
Hod’s command, sprinkled handfuls of ashes into the air, which im- 
mediately formed a thick white cloud over all the land ; and which, falling 
on the inhabitants, produced Large ulcers, attended with a horning pain, 
similar to that produced by the application of a red-hot iron to the naked 
flesh ; they spread over the whole body, and swelling at length into one 
massive sore, caused the most excruciating sufferings.! This calamity was 
brought on by means of an agent intended to convict the Egyptians of 
wanton cruelty to their slaves, for the ashes were taken from the furnace 
where the Hebrews had been engaged in burning brick. The magicians 


• Ps. lxxviii. 46. t Euterpe. 

% M We learn from the monuments, and from history, that the fattening of cattle 
was extensively practised in the marshes, and that in other places stall feeding# was 
very common. This circumstance enables us to explain an apparent inconsistency 
in the history of the ten plagues. We are told that all the cattle of Egypt died in 
the plague of^naurrain; but we read in the same chapter that some cattle were 
destroyed by tne plague of hail. The contradiction vanishes when we look to the 
limitation with which the plague of murrain was announced : * Behold, the hand of 
the Lord is upon thy cattle which is in the field,' The plague, therefore, did not ex- 
tend to the beasts which were in stalls and enclosures, and these consequently sur- 
vived to become the victims of the plague of hail.” — (Taylor, p. 43.) 

$ Philo. 
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of Egypt, struck with these grievous boils and bl&ins, now became folly 
sensible of GhTs power, and fled from the face of Moses, confessing their 
inability to cope with him in the art of performing miracles. 

The seventh plague was a mighty tempest of hail, 3 ? rain, thunder, and 
fire ; which appeared the more dreadful to the inhabitants, as in that 
country such phenomena were very rarely seen. This judgment was di- 
rected against their superstitious worship of the elements : for their gods 
were again converted into ministers of destruction. f 
The eighth plague is called the Lord’s great array, J and consisted of 
innumerable swarms of locusts, cankerworms, caterpillars, and palmerworms, 
which filled their houses, and “ covered the face of the whole earth, so that 
the land was darkened : and they did eat every herb of the land, and all 
the fruit of the trees which the hail had left, and there remained not any 
green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land 
of Egypt.”§ Nay, they even bit and killed the inhabitants. || 

The ninth plague was a thick darkness over the land of Egypt, which 
completely overwhelmed their chief deity Osiris, or the Sun, which they 
adored as the fountain of light. This was rendered more distressing by 
the appearance of horrible apparitions, fearful sights, and flitting shadows, 
which haunted them incessantly, night and day.^f Dreadful noises assailed 
their ears, as of the roaring of a cataract, the horrible yellings and bark- 
ings of wild beasts, the hissing of serpents, and the whistling of winds, 
succeeded by the melodious voice of birds, and aggravated by the reproaches 
of an accusing conscience. 41 * The darkness was so thick and palpable, 
that artificial lights could not penetrate through it;ff and consequently 
they were unable either to provide subsistence, or to pursue their usual 
avocations for the space of three days. “They saw not one another, 
neither rose any from his place, ” Jt during this period, which was passed 
in solitary confinement, under the effects of bodily weakness, occasioned by 
hunger and thirst, augmented by mental agony from the dread of perish- 
ing with hunger, increased by the appalling visions which flitted before 
their eyes, and made them “ swoon away”§§ with apprehension. They 
who were in the field when the darkness surprised them, oould not return 
to their habitation, but remained bound to the spot as with a chain. |||| 
During this period of overwhelming darkness, the children of Israel had 
light in their dwellings ; a striking emblem of that intellectual darkness 
which overshadowed the heathen world, unblest with the light of truth ; 


• “ Such a visitation as the plague of hail must have been wondrous in a land 
where hail is among the most uncommon of phenomena, and at the same time one 
of the severest punishments that could be inflicted on an agricultural country. The 
Latins, who were far less dependent upon their harvest than the Egyptians, called 
every severe affliction, calamtia*, a word which primarily signifies a storm, so severe 
as to break the stalks (calami) of the standing corn.” — (Taylor, p. 36.) 

f “ And the flax and the barley was smitten, for the barley was in the ear, and the 
flax was boiled ; but the wheat and the rye were not smitten, for they were not grown 
up.” (Exod. ix. 31, 32.) Egypt was a very fruitful country, and the land pro- 
duced a plentiful supply of corn in common seasons, by the overflowing of the Nile, 
with merely a slight degree of cultivation by the simple hand plough 
$ Joel ii. 23. $ Exod. x. 15. 

| Wisd. xvi. 9. x / Y Wisd, xvii. 15.* 


•• Ibid. 9, 11, 18, 19. 

Exod. x. 23. 

M Ibid. 17. 


tt Philp. 

$$ Wisd. xvii. 19. 
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and of the children of the world, who sit down in the region of darkness, 
and the shadow of death, and reject that life which would lead them to 
eternal life. So true is that observation of St. John, “ The light shineth 
in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.”* 

The rod of Moses was the visible medium by which these miracles 
were performed ; bnt lest it should be believed that the virtue was in the 
rod alon$, God directed some of these miracles to be performed without 
its assistance, and u$ed other agents, to convince mankind that it was only 
the exertion of his Almighty power which diverted the course of nature, 
and wrought the miraculous works which preceded the great deliverance. 
Thus the rod was not used in the fourth, fifth, sixth, ninth, and tenth 
plagues, but other means were substituted ; as .ashes in the sixth, the 
word of Moses in the fourth and fifth, and the stretching forth of his 
hand in the ninth plague, were sufficient to produce the intended effect. 

In these plagues it is remarkable, that those which proceeded from the 
earth were produced by the agency of Aaron, and those which came from 
heaven by the agency of Moses ; for which this teason is given : Moses 
bad been constituted Pharaoh’s God,f and therefore was made the chief 
minister to direct the extraordinary appearances of the heavens. 

During the continuance of these plagues, the heart of Amenophis was 
a prey to the wildest agitation. Proud and ungovernable, his haughty 
spirit was scarcely subdued by the recurrence of such dreadful afflictions. 
He wavered, he relented, he attempted to compromise ; hut pride and 
passion supplying the place of reason, his implacable resentment against 
the supposed authors of his calamities superseded the workings of con- 
science, and stifled the risings of conviction ; and when the effects of one 
judgment were removed, he dared the vengeance of God to inflict another. 
His contempt for the Almighty at length arose to desperation, and, refus- 
ing to comply with the demands of Moses, he commanded him, at the 
peril of his life, to see his face no ffiore. 

God had reserved the most terrible display of his power and justice 
for the tenth and last plague to be inflicted on the Egyptians, and it w&s 
consequently ushered in with appropriate solemnity. The Israelites were 
directed to institute a Passover, which should be kept as a distinguishing 
rite of their religion, and an everlasting memorial of their deliverance 
from captivity, by the destruction of the first-born in every family through- 
out the whole land of Egypt, both of man and beast. Each Hebrew 
fondly, or ten persons, § was commanded to kill a lamb, and to strike the 
two side posts and upper door posts of their dwelling with the blood ; that 
the destroying angel might pass over the houses thus marked for protec- * 
tion, while engaged in smiting the first-born. The lamb was to be eaten 
in haste, with loins girded, shoes on their feet, and a staff in their hand, 
ready for immediate departure. The Israelites were strictly commanded 
to eonfine themselves to their respective dwellings ; lest, by a promiscuous 
intercourse with the Egyptians, they should become sharers in their ca- 
lamity : for though God knew his own people, and could have protected 
them in any situation, yet he demanded implicit obedience, and rather 
chose that they should owe their safety to the blood of the Lamb. * 

This judgment was the more signal and terrible, as it was inflicted on 

• John i. 5, t Exod. vii. 1. # 

J Jos. dc Bel. Jud. 1. 7, c. 17. 
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them immediately after the darkness was removed, and srhile they were 
still deeply impressed with the terrors of that visitation. The lamb for 
the passover was killed on the tenth day of the month, and ordered to be 
eaten on the fourteenth. The darkness commenced on the eleventh, and 
ceased on the thirteenth. The last interview of Pharaoh and Moses was 
on the morning of the fourteenth ; and at midnight the first-born were 
slain. 

When every thing was thus formally prepared for the departure of the 
Israelites, and the Egyptians were buried in profound repose, after the 
fatigue of three days spent in indescribable agony, both of body and 
mind, " it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the first- 
born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on 
his throne, unto the first-born of the captive that was in the dungeon ; 
and all the first-born cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, 
and all bis servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry 
in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.”* 
The inhabitants started simultaneously from their beds, in the greatest 
horror and consternation, and assembling round the king’s palace, clamo- 
rously demanded the dismissal of the Israelites. Amenopbis, at length 
subdued, and trembling for his own life, acceded to their proposal ; and 
the people urgently petitioned the causes of all their misfortunes to be 
gone, for they were afraid the whole nation would become a sacrifice to 
the offended God of Israel. They did not spare their most valuable 
property ; but, to induce their immediate departure, gave them silver, 
gold, and raiment in great abundance, including blu?, purple, and scarlet 
silk, fine linen and precious stones ; and with these the Tabernacle was 
afterwards adorned. f And even the king himself, with all his boasted 
firmness and impiety, struck with the extraordinary powers vested in 
Moses and Aaron, called on them for a blessing before their departure : 
an evident acknowledgment of the Superiority of God ovchr all created 
things. 

• The Israelites, bearing the bones of Joseph, departed early in the morn- 
ing, in sight of the Egyptians, who were busily employed in burying 
their dead. J They -travelled with all their possessions from R&meses to 
Suocotb, a distance of about twelve miles ; and here Moses reviewed and 
numbered the people, and found with him 600,000 Israelites, besides 
children ; making, as it is thought by learned writers, at least 1,500,000 
3 ouls.§ With them Moses also found a mixed multitude of other nations. 


• Exod. xii. 29, 30. 

t St. Augustine thinks that the mystical signification of these valuable ornaments 
refers to the liberal arts invented or improved by the heathen ; which were after- 
wards, by the judicious management of wise and pious men, wrested from them, 
and converted to the service of the true and living God, and made subservient to 
the interests of religion. (August, de Doct. Christ 1 2, c. 4.) Porphyry, in Euse- 
bius, accuses Origen of “ calling in the assistance of Grecian learning to confirm 
the strange absurdities of Jewish fable.” (Euseb. Eccl. Hist 1. 6, c, 13.) The 
' liberal arts and sciences were considered of such essential service to the propagation 
of Christianity, that Julian the Apostate enacted a law prohibiting Christians from 
being instructed in human arts. (Socrat. 1. 3, c. 10.) And the learning of the 
present day abundantly shews that the spoils of Egypt and other heathen nations are 
possessed now, in full perfection, only by the true worshippers of God. 

X Num. xxxiii. 5 Tomline’s Theol. p. 1, c. 3. 
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who had followed this remarkable people out of Egypt This event hap- 
pened 430 years after Abraham’s vision in Canaan, and 215 years from 
the entrance of Jacob into Egypt. 

Thus did God by his servant Moses redeem the Israelites from their 
Egyptian bondage, with a high hand and with an outstretched arm ; 
marching before them in a Pillar of a Cloud by day, and! a Pillar of Fire 
by night ; and the Deliverance was finally perfected by a mighty wind, the 
agent of his power. 

The Egyptians, repenting that they had suffered the Israelites, who 
were valuable servants, to depart, and endued with an evil heart of un- 
belief, which caused them to doubt the actual power of God, even in tl^e 
face of such tremendous judgments, collected an immense army of 600 
chariots, 50,000 horsemen, and 200,000 foot soldiers, f and followed 
them, having, with the plagues, lost their impressions of God’s power, 
and consequently their reverence for his name. Indeed, Amenophis ap- 
pears in reality to have been more in awe of Moses than of any superior 
being ; for “ Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of 
Pharaoh’s servants, and in the sight of the people.”;); 

The Israelites, by the direction and command of God himself, were 
encamped before Pihahiroth, or the Strait of Hiroth, between Migdol, a 
tower or oitadel of defence, erected on the borders of the Strait ;§ and 
Baal Zephon, or Temple of Baal, where was kept burning a holy fire, 
which served also as a beacon to direct shipping in the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the Red Sea. In this temple was kept a continual watch, as is 
implied in the name. Thus were they enoom passed on three sides by 
fortresses, inaccessible mountains, and the Red Sea ; the isthmus between 
that sea and the Mediterranean being protected by the well-fortified city 
of Pelusium, and other fortifications, which had been erected by the 
Israelites themselves during their oppression. || 

Arriving in sight of the Israelites, Amenophis contemplated their 
defenceless situation with secret delight, and concluded that the moment 
was arrived in which he oould take ample vengeanoe for all his wrongs. 


• The Egyptians prided themselves greatly on their war chariots. They were 
light and strong, being constructed chiefly of metal, or covered with metal plates. 
Thus, in the Iliad — 

Rich silver plates his shining car unfold, 

His solid arms refulgent gleam with gold. 

t Jos. Ant. 1. 2, c. 1$. X *1* 3. 

$ Josephus, quoting Lysimachus, says, that it was the opinion of heathen na- 
tions that when the Israelites arrived at the above place, “the night advancing, 
they deliberated how to act. They made fires, and appointed sentinels; and on 
die next night kept a fast, to entreat pardon of the gods. On the following mom^ 
ing, Moses recommended them to decamp, and proceed onwards till they could be 
better accommodated ; but enjoined them to do no good on their journey, not even 
so much as to give good advice if it was asked ; and to destroy all the temples and 
altars they met with. This advice being approved, the company proceeded through 
the wilderness, and after encountering great hardships, came at length to a country 
well inhabited and cultivated. They behaved in a most barbarous manner to the 
inhabitants, whose temples they ravaged and burnt, and finally arrived at a place 
now called Judea, where they built a city and called it Hierosyla, the meaning oi 
which is, the spoil of holy things.” 

| Marsh. Can. Cbron. p. 105. 
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Believing their escape to be impossible, he encamped with his army be- 
hind the Israelites, waiting only the approaching day to attack and put 
them to the sword. But his career was now verging rapidly to its 
close. That remarkable pillar, which accompanied the Children of 
Israel in their flight, was by day a cloud only, to convince them of 
the presence of their great deliverer. This cloud, which was also a 
fire by night, placed itself between the two encampments, and involved 
the Egyptian host in. impenetrable darkness, while it communicated 
sufficient light to enable Moses and the Israelites to pursue their desti- 
nation. By the divine command, Moses stretched out his rod over the 
sea, and a strong east wind arose, which divided the waters, so that 
the Israelites marched through the sea on dry land, Moses leading the 
way, and exhorting them not to fear; for, said he, “the Egyptians 
whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for 
ever.”* 

The Egyptian army followed their course amidst the darkness, deter- 
mined either to compel them to return, or utterly to destroy them; 
and knew not their danger until they were all inclosed within the 
waters ; for the waves, on the right hand and on the left, were invisible, 
from the effects of that divine cloud which overshadowed them. At 
length their charriot wheels were encumbered by the mud at the bottom 
of the sea, so that they “drave heavily;” which, obstructing the 
general movements of the soldiers, reduoed the whole army into oonfu- 
sion. In this situation the cloud was removed, the morning light ap- 
peared, and they beheld the threatening waves ready to burst upon 
them, and the Israelites safe on the opposite shore. They were allowed 
but little time to deliberate on the means of escaping the calamitous 
death which they saw suspended over their heads. They fled; but 
what could flight accomplish for so unwieldy a body of chariots, horses, 
and footmen, encumbered with armour ; their ranks broken, their chariot 
wheels entangled with each other, and forcibly wrested off, and themselves 
paralysed with confusion and dismay! Harrassed by a long and ex- 
peditious march, after three days spent without rest or refreshment, 
and alarmed at the dreadful appearances before them, to augment which 
the heavens sent forth all their artillery of thunder, lightning, and 
rain,f their escape was altogether impracticable. Besides all this, the 
Lord looked upon them in anger, and infused a deadly fear into their 
hearts, which made them irresolute and wavering; until Moses, who 
saw the Israelites in safety, and all the host of the Egyptians inclosed 
beyond the power of escaping, stretched his rod again over the sea, 
afid God by a strong west wind, suddenly brought the waters upon 
them with irresistible impetuosity, which utterly overwhelmed and des- 
troyed them, with their horses, and chariots, and horsemen ; “ and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.”J 


• Exod. xiv. 13. 
f Pa. lxxvii. 18. 

$ Exod. xiv. 30. A confession in memory of this deliveranca was enjoined upon 
every one when offering his first-fruits, in these words : — “ A Syrian ready to perish 
was my father ; and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and 
became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous; and the Egyptians evil 
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entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage. And when we 
cried unto the Lord God of our fathers, the Lord heard our voice, and ldbked 
on our affliction, and our labour, and our oppression; and the Lord brought us 
forth out of Egypt, with a mighty hand, and ^vith an outstretched arm, and with 
great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders; and he hath brought us 
into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk 
and honey.” (Geut. xzvi. 5— 9 .) 
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PERIOD V. 

CHAPTER IX. 

On the Five Paints of Fellowship • 


IN every well-regulated society, some bond of union, some reciprocal 
and mutual interchange of benefits forms a distinguishing feature, which 
no vicissitude of circumstances can remove. JVfasons profess to be united 
in an indissoluble chain of sincere affection, called the five points of fellow- 
ship ; by which, when strictly adhered to, they are bound heart and hand 
so firmly, that even death itself cannot sever the solemn compact, because 
in another and more glorified state those relations are perceived and ac- 
knowledged, which have characterized the union here on earth. These 
five points refer to certain virtues requisite to be practised in this world 
in order to the enjoyment of happiness in a future state, and mark dis- 
tinctly the difference between virtue and vice. 

1. BROTHERLY LOVE. 

The first point is that on which all the rest principally depend, for they 
are but emanations from the great virtue of charity or brotherly love. 

Brotherly love is an active principle, which encloses all mankind in the 
same bond of reciprocal union, however they be otherwise diversified by 
birth, climate, or education. The inhabitants of this globe proceed from 
a common parent, and hence, how remote soever the connection may ap- 
pear, all mankind are brothers, and as such are bound to execute the 
duties attached to this tender and endearing tie. This general relationship 
is not broken by distance, climate, form, or language ; but all the world 
are brethren, and the hand of mercy ought to be extended equally to the 
destitute stranger, as to an immediate friend or relative. Nay, the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, are superior objects of man’s be- 
nevolence. Masonry inculcates love to the human species as the certain 
indication of uprightness ; it teaches that without this love we are no- 
thing. Though we speak with the tongues of men and angels ; though 
we have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all know- 
ledge ; though we have faith so that we could remove mountains ; though 
we bestow all our goods to feed the poor, and though we give our bodies 
to be burned, if we are not possessed of brotherly love, or charity, all this 
extent of power, all these acquirements of knowledge, will profit ns no- 
thing. The love of a Mason must be pure both in principle and practice, 
un warped by prejudice or passion ; unalterable in persecution, unabated 
amidst calumny, slander, and detraction. Filling the heart with pious 
124 
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fervour and with holy resolutions, exalting it from earth to heaven, from a 
perishable mortality to a celestial intercourse with the very soured and 
essence of love ; ennobling the nature of man, and raising it to that sub- 
lime pitch of excellence which alone can impart true satisfaction under 
every species of adversity and pain. Masons are bound by the most solemn 
obligations to practise this virtue one towards another. Not to rest satis- 
fied with mere external acts of kindness, which may be displayed without 
feeling any emotions of the pure affection of brotherly love ; but to be 
the active friends of all mankind. 

Such were the effects produced by this principle amongst the early 
Christians, under the wise superintendence of St. John the Evangelist. 
Their brotherly love exceeded all instances of reoorded attachment in 
former times. The accounts transmitted to us of the affection which 
Christians bore towards each other, in the ages immediately subsequent to 
Christ’s death, would be incredible, were they not fully attested. An af-i 
fection so disinterested and pure struck the heathen world with astonish- 
ment; they deemed it more than human, and attributed a feeling which 
the practice of their own philosophy could not attain, to the secret influ- 
ence of magic. Each individual was considered in the' light of a brother, 
suited by the tender ties of a common faith and a common hope ; whole 
possessions were given up to the relief of indigenee ; every selfish thought 
was banished, and the general welfare of the community was the first 
with of their hearts, tho first motive of their actions. This was the in- 
centive to great and glorious deeds. “ Some gave themselves up to bonds/' 
says Clement, “ that thereby they might free others from them. Others 
sold themselves into bondage, that they might feed their brethren witfc 
the price of themselves." But the testimonies to this effect are not cof- 
fined to Christian writers; their heathen adversaries unequivocally ad 
mitud the purity of their fraternal attachment in its fullest extent. Hena 
Julian, the apostate, that deadly and implacable foe to the Christian name, 
as the most effectual method of extirpating the new religion, commanded 
his priests to model paganism after the same fashion: for the universal 
benevolence of the Christian brethren had become a current proverb, and 
“ See how these Christians love !” was the spontaneous tribute paid to 
their integrity by every people amongst whom they resided. 

2. BENEVOLENCE. 

The second point inculcates universal benevolence, on the ground of 
obligation and duty. This virtue does not consist merely in satisfying the 
pecuniary wants of the virtuous distressed, or of furnishing a friend with 
the loan of some necessary comfort or convenience, in the hope of receiving 
an equivalent ; hut comprehends the general capacity of communicating 
happiness to our fellow-creatures, including the practice of our relative 
duties to God, our neighbour, and ourselves. 

The first great and important duty of benevolence should excite in our 
bosoms an unaffected veneration to our Maker, whose bounteous goodness 
to his creatures can never he compensated by all the exertions in our 
power. Wbat He has commanded, we must perform. Prayer, praise, 
and thanksgiving, are His due; aud, if these be neglected, it is impossible 
to expect His blessing. The name of this awful Being is a sacred deposit, 
which ought never to be irreverently pronounced with polluted lips ; for 
the violations of this Word are threatened with accompanying vengeance. 
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If Hie almighty aid be necessary to promote oar saccess here, or happiness 
hereafter, let us implore it humbly and sincerely, in the hope that it will 
not be withdrawn when we are most in need of it, in the hoar of sickness 
>r adversity, persecution or death. 

The preservation of order and social virtue in civil society rests upon 
vhe obligations we are under to keep up a constant interchange of mutual 
good offices with%ur neighbour. They who are in the habitual practice 
of benevolence experience an uniform gratification, and have within their 
bosoms a certain source of pleasure, which selfish mortals can never attain 
or enjoy. The glow of charity warms their bosoms with unequivocal love 
to their fellow-creatures, and they enjoy a foretaste of heaven upon earth ; 
they search for misery and distress in all their appalling forms, and they 
administer comfort from a pure principle of benevolence ; for the east is 
not farther from the west, or the surface from the centre, than pride and 
ostentation are from genuino goodness and disinterested virtue. 

But the exercise of this virtue does not end here. Innumerable are the 
offices of kindness, indefinite are the shades of affection which the practice 
of benevolence necessarily assumes. Recommendations of an unblemished 
character, expressions of good-will, advice when under the influence of 
doubt, civility and gentleness, as well as actual offices of assistance, form 
distinguishing features of this virtue, and these are in the power of all 
Who have not the means of performing substantial services. If, as 
philosophers tell us, much of human misery is ideal, he acts the part of 
a sincere friend who endeavours to soothe conflicting passions to repose, to 
remove the weight which presses on our spirits, and teaches us to forget 
our woes by pointing to the opening scenes of prosperity and joy. 

The exercise of benevolence, then, may be practised every hour of our 
lives. It is an innocent and laudable method of gaining the esteem of 
men, of promoting universal good-wll, of vanquishing the turbulenoe of 
passion, of securing peace of mind, and of laying up a store of satisfaction 
for old age, which will make the end of life a scene of felicity and con- 
tentment. 

Our duty to ovmlves, rendered almost perfect by the practice of benevo- 
lence to our neighbour, may be comprehended in a few words : not to 
prostitute our humanity by intemperance, effeminacy, indolence, or any of 
those vices which degrade man below the brutes ; but to cultivate health 
by exercise, cleanliness, and regularity; to practise the four cardinal 
virtues, Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice ; recollecting that 
man's happiness is progressive, and depends entirely on himself whether 
it increase or diminish ; for it is impossible to hold a stationary place in 
the mind so long as any portion of activity remains ; and if the mind be- 
come dormant, and perfectly insensible to praise or dispraise, virtue or 
vice, we may be assured that its happiness is at the lowest ebb, and it 
becomes doubtful whether the capacity for enjoying it be not wholly 
expired. 

It may therefore be concluded, that if happiness be the object which 
man has in view in his commerce with the world, it oan only be found 
in the practice of virtue. /• 


8. PRAYER. 

The third point teaohes us to bow our knees to the Almighty Father of 
the universe, and pray for blessings on ourselves, and on those united te 
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us bj the nearest and dearest of ties. Prayer is a duty of such paramount 
importance, as to involve consequences the most awful and tremendous : 
if rightly performed, it conveys a blessing; if wholly neglected, it elicits 
a curse. 

With this responsibility the Mason is fully impressed, and therefore his 
Lodge is never opened without a solemn appeal to the Deity, and a humble 
supplication of his blessing; conscious that, if deprived of this, nothing 
that he may be engaged ih can reasonably be expected to prosper. Our 
initiations, and every other business, are founded on the same appeal ; our 
pedestal is furnished with the book of God's Word, which is considered 
the great light or faith, to direct all our motions, and inspire us with 
the rich hopes which it contains ; our Lodges are dedicated to God and 
holy St. John the Evangelist; and the unequivocal posture of one of our 
most sacred ceremonies is, bended knees, erect body, and faithful heart. 

If a Mason's Lodge be built on holy ground, and supported by wisdom, 
strength, and beauty; if it be of that immeasurable extent, which has’no 
bound but the four quhrters of the compass, and covered with a cloudy 
canopy which can only be penetrated by ascending the theological ladder; 
if we commemorate the three grand offerings of ancient religion, and have 
in perpetual recurrence the wonders of God in creation, redemption, and 
deliverance from temporal danger and affliction, it will surely be admitted 
that our rites have a reference beyond mere conviviality ; that they are 
founded on the most awful images in existence, a belief in a God, and the 
doctrine of a future state of rewards and punishments; that they are 
opened, conducted, and closed with prayer ; and hence that they must 
leave an impression on the mind of every reflecting brother of God's be- „ 
neficence to man, and the consequent necessity of a regular and uniform 
attendance on His authorized worship. 

4. SECRECY. 

4t Of all the arts which Masons profess, the art of secrecy particularly 
distinguishes them. Taciturnity is a proof of wisdom, and is allowed to 
be of the utmost importance in the different transactions of life. The 
best writers have declared it to be an art of inestimable value ; and that 
it is agreeable to the Deity himself may be easily conceived, from the 
glorious example which He gives in concealing from mankind the secrets 
of His providence. The wisest of men cannot penetrate into the arcana 
of heaven, nor can they divine to-day what to-morrow may bring forth." 3 * 5 

A regard for 9 this virtue has characterized every nation and people of 
the world, from the earliest times on record. There are many things 
which it would be highly improper, and even criminal, to communicate. 

To reveal the secrets of a friend, confided to our care, would be worse than 
the treachery of an assassin who stabs his adversary when unarmed, and 
not the least suspicious of a foe. v 

The Egyptians venerated this virtue, and veiled all their religion and 
politics under its impenetrable mask. Origen tells us, that “ philosophers 
had sublime notions with regard to the Divine nature, which they kept 
•ecret, and never discovered to the people but under the veil of fables and 
allegories, "f Their god Harpocrates was represented with his finger on 

-*■ r 

• Pres. Ulus, book iii. sec. 2. 

tOrig. con. Cels. 1. 1 , p. n. 
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his month,* and was painted full of eyes and ears, to shew that every per- 
son may hear and see, but they are not always at liberty to disclose the 
information which they derive from the use of those senses : this god was 
much honoured by the Egyptians. 

The Romans had a goddess, who was represented with a finger on her 
lips, called Angerona ; and to 6hew their respect for the virtue of taci- 
turnity, they offered sacrifices to her. 

u All the eastern nations, the Persians, the Indians, the Syrians, con- 
cealed secret mysteries under their religious fables. The wise men of all 
those religious saw into the sense and true meaning of them j whilst the 
vulgar and uninitiated went no farther than the outward and visible symbol, 
and so discerned only the bark by which they were covered.”f 

Pythagoras carried the virtue of secrecy so high, as to demand from his 
scholars a probation of five years’ silence, accompanied with excess of absti- 
nenoe and mortification, before he would admit them to a participation in 
the knowledge which he had acquired by long experience, and a residence 
with the most learned philosophers in every nation under heaven. 

The Druids conveyed their instruction by secret and enigmatical langu- 
age : their philosophical knowledge was very extensive ; but they had so 
strict a regard for secrecy, that it was esteemed a crime worthy of death 
to attempt to penetrate intq their mysteries. Their learning was com- 
municated orally, and in verse ; and as no part of their instructions was 
allowed to be committed to writing, the number of verses which the memory 
must necessarily retain was almost incredible. 

“ But,” says the sceptic, “ where is the necessity of secrecy now ? If 
your institution be laudable, as you describe it, why not reveal it for the 
benefit of mankind ?” I should as soon look for a star to fall from the 
firmament, as for a caviller against Masonry to be satisfied, even with a 
mathematical demonstration. The benefits of Masonry can only be enjoyed 
by their union with secrecy. Lay these secrets open to the world, and the 
charm would cease to operate. They would become familiar as the growth 
of a plant, and like that incomprehensible phenomenon, would be neglect- 
ed, and perhaps despised. At the reformation of our Church from the 
errors of popery, what could exceed the curiosity of mankind to read and 
investigate the hidden stores of the Bible, which had been a sealed book 
foi many oenturies? and though it contains secrets of far greater import* 
ance than those of Masonry, yet, curiosity being gratified, the rage is over, 
and it is regarded with as much indifference by the mass of mankind, as 
though it contained nothing affecting roan’s temporal or eternal welfare. 
So Masonry, were it made public, would probably be neglected, because 
the stimulus would be wanting from which it derives its chief popularity, 
if iiot its principal importance. The secrets of Masonsy are open to the 
inspection of the worthy and the good in every class of thank ind. The 
page is displayed before them, and if they refuse to read, it is too much 
to near them complain of ignorance, and to revile a science which they 
want the inclination or capacity to understand. 


• Recent discoveries in Egypt have rendered it doubtful whether Harpocrates was 
the god of silence, which had been deduced by Plutarah from the above posture. 
The sign of silence, according to figures on the monuments, was by placing the 
whole hand over the mouth. 

t Orig. con. Cels. 1. 1, p. 11. 
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It is farther objected, that the use We make of the implements of archi* 
lecture, as vehicles of secrecy, is frivolous, and unworthy the dignity of 
human beings.* These implimeats are of no further benefit to us than 
as they convey a series of the purest precepts of morality, and the most 
useful instruction for the regulation of our conduct in every circumstance 
and situation of life. In these emblems our secrets are chiefly concealed ; 
and the valuable lessons they contain, elevate them from the character of 
mere instruments of labour, and they become jewels of inestimable value. 

5. ON SLANDER. 

The fifth point teaches ns to support a brother’s character when he is 
absent, and consequently unable to defend himself from the tainted breath 
of defamation. It forbids us to retail slanders derogatory to our brother’s 
reputation, which is a sacred deposit, and if once wounded, then thousand 
words in vindication will scarcely be sufficient to repair the mischief which 
ten words have occasioned. 

Masonry inculcates this lesson in every part and point of every degree ; 
aware that the evil consequences of slander are innumerable, whether by 
giving false testimony in a public cause, or by injuring oar brother by 
private defamation. This practice is the vilest of all robberies. Injure 
his property, and you may make him reparation ; wound his body and the 
physician may heal the wound ; but if his sacred reputation be touched, 
if bis good name be taken away, it can never be restored, but may pursue 
his offspring after death, may descend to his children’s ohildren, and blast 
their prospects to the latest posterity. 

Defamation is always wicked ; the defamer is always despised. And 
what gratification can be found in a practice which elicits universal con* 
tempt? Can it be found in the lost of evil speaking, and cutting up repu- 
tation, as with a sharp razor ? Can any gratification piooeed from tb* 
practice of private scandal at the expense of another’s character and honest 
fame ? Dews such a practice add to the slanderer’s peace of xniud or im- 
portance amongst his acquaintance ? does it confer a dignity not to be pro* 
cured by other more innocent means ? A negative answer may be safely 
given to these inquiries ; and it is rather to be feared that every honest 
and uptight man will regard him with the scrutinising eye of jealous sus- 
picion, and shun him as a public nuisance. His deeds are baser than 
those of the assassin, in proportion as a man’s unsullied fame is dearer to 
him than life. The assassin kills the body of his enemy, and there the 
mischief ends ; bat the slanderer attacks the immortal part of man, and 
inflicts a stab in the hope of blighting bis fame for ever. None can be 
safe where slander finds admittance. The virtues wither round him, and 
fade and die before his baneful touch. His practices are made up of fraud 
and artful treachery. He dares not to bring the bold and open accusation, 
but looks and whispers death. To misconstrue motives ; to place trifling 
incident* in contemptible points of view ; to insinuate by mysterious signs 
and brofcou sentences, that “ more is meant than meets the ear,” are his 


• What number was amongst the Pythagoreans, geometrical symbols are amongst 
Masons. u It led,” says Pythagoras, “ to the knowledge of things divine and human ^ 
*hc meditation of death ; setting the mind at liberty, without which none can learn 
vr perceive any thing solid or true, by the help or benefit of sense, for the mimt 
the divine part of the soul, seeth all things, and hears all things ; all things else vs 
deaf and blind. (Stob. Serin. Hieron. adv. Rutin.) 
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study and delight They become, by the force of habit, as necessary as 
the food which affords him nourishment, and this for no other purpose than 
the selfish aim of depriving his acquaintance of that estimation from 
which he can derive no benefit, and which can scarcely be restored by all 
the united efforts of charity and benevolence : for evil reports spread with 
unaccountable facility, and extend to distant parts, where the evidences of 
their falsehood will never be heard, and thus the record is handed to po* 
terity in all the decoration of unrefuted truth. 

But it must be observed, on the other hand, that we are not bound to 
applaud the character and conduct of bad men, merely to avoid the impu- 
tation of illiberally. If the actions of a brother betray baseness of heart; 
though it may not be commendable to magnify his vices, or make them a 
perpetual topic of conversation, yet it would be equally injudicious to praise 
him, or bear a testimony to virtues which he does not possess. “ None 
. but a good man deserves to be loved or praised by any one. He who says 
of a bad man, whom be knows, and whom all that know him know, to be 
a bad one, I have reason to speak well of him, for he has been kind 
to me, utters a detestable falsehood, and discovers a base disposition.”* 
The course to be adopted, under these circumstances, is faithfully prescribed 
in those lectures which form the subjects of discussion at all our meetings. 
“ Always speak of a brother as well in his absence as in his presence ; and 
even more particularly So, because when present he has an opportunity of 
defending himself. Never defame him yourself, nor suffer him to be de- 
famed by others, if in your power to prevent it; and if his conduct be so 
dishonourable that you unfortunately cannot speak well of him, adopt the 
distinguishing virtue of our science, silence, or secrecy.”')* 

If a brother be calumniated falsely, it becomes a paramount duty to de- 
fend him in the face of the world. He who stands boldly forward to rebut 
a deliberate slander upon another's reputation, I regard in the light of 
something more than a common friend : he reduces to practice the dignified 
theories of Masonry ; his benevolenoe is pure and unsullied by human 
passion, and he richly merits the obligations of gratitude in this world, a a 
be is in the hope of receiving the approbation of his Judge in the world 
to come. 

Speak then no evil of your brother. If he have virtues (and surely all 
have some), let them be the theme of your discourse; if he have faults 
(and who is free from them?), mention them not; but in all your com* 
mercc with your brethren or the world, “ supply the wants and relieve the 
necessities of your brethren to the utmost of your power and ability ; on 
no account wrong them or see them wronged, but timely apprize them 
of approaching danger; and view their interest as inseparable from your 
own.”J 


• Fawcett t Maa. Lect 

X Charge to the Second Degree. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONTAINING FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY. SEV EN YEARS 


Vtew of Masonry* from the Deliverance to (he Dedication of King 
Solomon’s Temple. 

In every society, however constituted, some form of government w 
necessary to preserve a spirit of subordination amongst its members ; and • 
to prevent it from degenerating into contempt or oblivion. In this inspect, 
also, Masonry supports its claim to respect and veneration. An argument 
favourable to its beneficial tendency may be deduced from the excellence 1 
of its government, which is founded upon a pattern the most pure and per- 
fect, the government of the Jewish and Ckristian churches. 

In the early ages of the world, every head of a family united in his own 
person the threefold office of priest, prophet, and king ; and it was not 
until the Mosaic dispensation was revealed that the oonoems of religion 
were conducted by three distinct officers, or orders of men. 

At the Flood, there is an appearance of something like a regular govern- 1 
ment, consisting of three distiuot officers, who unitedly formed the head* 
of the establishment, when organized in due form. Bat it was not until 
the erection of the tabernacle that our oraft were reduoed to the perfect 
form which it has ever riooe retained. Moses, when, by the revelation of • 
God, he was dividing the priesthood into three distinct heads, modelled > 
Masonry after the same fashion ; himself being grand master, and Beta- 
leel and Aholiab grand wardens. 41 

After prophecy had ceased, the teachers of Israel continued to be dis- * 
tinguished under tbree several appellations, each possessing distinct attri-* 
bates; viz. wise men, scribes, and disputers. These were comprised by 
St. Paul in a single verso, when writing to the Corinthians : “ Where la- 
the wise ? Where is the scribe t Where is the disputer V 9 > 

This number, it should seem, constitutes perfection; for the Christian 
church, of which all other dispensations were only types and shadows, has 
been plaoed under the same system of government. Jesus Christ united* 
the threefold office of the ancient patriarchs in his own person, for he was* 
a priest for ever, after the order of Melohisedeo ; who was no other, ac- 
cording to the best authorities, than the patriarch Shem, the son of Noah, 
the king, priest, and prophet of his family ; and in that oapaeity blessed* 
Abraham, who was his ehild in the ninth generation. These offices, how- 
ever, were distributed by our Saviour, who divided the priestly dignity* 

* The false religions, whieh, indeed, were originally but perversions of the tree, 
acknowledged the same form of government ; because the ingenuity of man could 
not discover may form more firm and permanent than that which had been revealed) 
from heaven. Hence Thoth, the great founder of idolatry, after the Flood, was sur } 
named Ter Maximus ; because he was Phiiosofhm maximug, Saeardos maximal, and; 
Bex maximum — (Alex. Neapolit 1. 2, c. 6.) 
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amongst three distinct orders of men, in imitation of the temporary dis- 
pensation of Moses. 

Hence, if the government of the Jewish church, established under the 
immediate superintendence of God, or if the Christian church, modelled • 
by Jesus Christ, be considered os specimens of perfection, the same must 
be admitted of Free-Masonry ; as one of its orders, professedly not Chris- 
tian, is governed by a king , a priett, and a prophet , invested with an 
equal dignity; and the rest of Mas nry, which inculcates the only true 
religion, is direoted by a mode of government equally perfect, and equally 
unobjectionable. 

When Moses had escaped from the snares of the Egyptians, he conduct- 
ed his charge towards Mount Sinai, where he had received his commis- 
sion from God, intending to offer sacrifice on that spot, in obedience to the 
divine command ; but his progress was obstructed by the Aroalekites, who 
entertained many jealous fears respecting the movements of such a large 
body of people ; against whom, however, they hoped to wage successful 
war, encumbered as they were with women and children, flocks and herds. 
Four other nations joined in this enterprise against the Israelites ; tempted, 
most probably, by the hope of an easy conquest and abundant spoils. 

The providence of God had prepared the Israelites for this exigency, by 
casting up the dead bodies of the Egyptians on the sho es of the Red Sea: 
for the Israelites had retired from Egypt without weapons or means of de- 
fence against the numerous enemies they would probably have to contend 
with, before they should be peaceably settled in the promised land. They 
spoiled the Egyptians of ^ieir offensive and defensive armour, and thua 
became prepared to meet every obstruction which might impede their de- 
eign of entering into Canaan. 

Thus provided, Moses placed his army under the oommand of Joehua, 
the son of Nun, a man in every respect worthy of the distinction thus con- 
ferred upon him. Moses, Aaron, and Hur ascended the mountain, and 
the two armies rushed to the onset with the utmost fury. Moses, in prayer 
and supplication, elevated his rod towards heaveu ; and it was observed 
that whilst this extraondinary rod was in this position, the Israelites suc- 
cessfully mowed down all before them. Fatigue at length compelled Moses 
to lay down the rod, and the battle turned in favour of the enemy. Aaron 
and Hur were therefore requested to assist Moses in supporting tho rod, 
and the setting sun beheld the Amalekites entirely defeated. The shat- 
tered remains of their army effected their retreat amidst the darkness of 
the night, leaving all their most valuable property at the mercy of the 
victors. In commemoration of this decisive victory, Moses erected an 
altar, which he called JehovaK-nmi^ which signifies Jehovah is my 
BANNER. 

From hence the Israelites proceeded to Sinai, and pitched their tents at 
the foot of the mountain. Moses marked out a camp about the mount, 
and remained here for rest and worship, according to the directions he had 
received from God himself when he revealed His baored name.* After 
solemn sacrifices, Moses disposed the, people according to their tribes, and 


* Here Moses erected an altar and twelve pillars, according to the custom of the 
times. Some pillars were raised as memorials of the dead (Gen. xxxv. 2) ; some 
for altars (Ibid. v. 16) ; some for superstitious uses, whioh were consecrated to idols 
(Levit. xx vi. 1); and others in remembrance of some extraordinary deliveranoe 
(Gen. xxviii. Itf), as were the pillars of Moses. 
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opened the first lodge of which we possess any certain tradition since 
the time of Joseph. Here he held a solemn convocation to the Lord ; 
and the people returned thanks for their miraculous deliveranoe, and enter- 
ed iuto those sacred and indissoluble vows, which implied unlimited and 
universal obedience to the commandments of God. Over this lodge pre- 
sided Monet, as grand master; Joshua y as his deputy, and Aholiab and 
Btzaled , graud wardens.* 

Here he was visited by Jethro, to whom he had been indebted, under 
the dispensation of heaven, for his clear and perfected knowledge of our 
science, which appears to have been preserved in a most extraordinary 
manner by some distinguished individuals, even in nations degraded by 
idolatrous practices. Lot in the midst of Sodom practised Masonry. The 
mixture of idolatry and Masonry is perceptible in Laban. He worshipped 
Penates, or household gods, and yet retained such a sense of his allegiance 
to the true God as to be favoured with a celestial vision. Job was a 
true Mason amidst an idolatrous people ; and his addresses to his friends 
may form a grand synopsis of our present lectures. Balaam was a true 
prophet, though he lived in an idolatrous nation. The Midianitea wcio 
idolaters, yet Jethro preserved his faith in the true God pure and unsulli- 
ed, through the medium of Lux or Masonry. And he was held in such 
high estimation, even by Moses, who was, beyond all competition, the m«»sfc 
learned man then existing in the world, that he united himself to this 
priest by the most tender ties of affection. 

On this visit, though the actions of Moses were directed by the immedi- 
ate inspiration of God, he preserved his usual reverence for Jethro. He 
explained to his father-in-law how God had effected the miraculous delive- 
rance of Israel with a high hand and a stretched-out arm, and expatiated 
on the mercies of Jehovah in the most animated terms. Jethro rejoiced 
in the omnipotence of this great and good Being, and offered up a solemn 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, in his sacred character of a priest. He gave 
Moses some weighty advice on the subject of legislation and government; 
in obedience to which he divided the twelve tribes into separate societies 
or lodges, over which he placed masters, with certain specified powers, 
which they were prohibited from exceeding, without a reference to himself, 
as the grand superintendent of the whole system. After this, a grand 
chapter, or grand assembly of the tribes was instituted, consisting of six 
rulers from each, of which Moses was the principal governor. 

In this place Moses was publicly ordained by the command, sanctioned 
by the presence, and hallowed by the visible acceptance of his God. He 
was first charged with a message to the people, directing them to assemble 
ou the third day, purified from their uncleanness, to witness a solemn 
revelation of laws, which should be binding on them and their posterity. 
Since they were now about to be embodied as a separate people, for the 
preservation of the true worship of God amidst an idolatrous world, somo 
:■ tt of their obedience, as well as a code of laws for their civil government, 
became necessary, to secure their independence and to advance their pos- 
terity. For the former purpose, and as a basis on which to found the 
latter, the Decalogue was delivered to Moses from this mountain, to- 
gether with a full revelation of the principles requisite to preserve them, 
under a perfect theocracy, from the coutaminations with which they might 


• North. Const, p. 16 . 
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otherwise be infected by the pernicious examples of the surrounding 
nations. 

God himself, therefore, condescended to rehearse in their ears a summary 
of the moral and oeremonial law, and promised a rich continued succession 
of blessings on their obedience ; stimulated by the denunciation of the 
most heavy judgments if they should disobey the ordinances thus pre- 
scribed for their observance. He had selected this people to be a wit- 
ness of himself in the midst of a world already deformed by apostacy 
and the renunciation of every virtuous propensity, and to preserve his 
worship unoontaminated by those superstitions which the subtlety of the 
devil or the craft of man had introduced into the systems, which, in the 
patriarchal ages, were ordained to keep up a perpetual knowledge of God, 
and the service most acceptable to him. It became, therefore, necessary 
to deliver a written law, that the pica of ignoranoe might not be pre- 
ferred in palliation of guilt : " Lest men should complain something was 
granting, that was written on tables which was not in the heart.”* The 
law was to prevent the prostitution of revealed truth, when conveyed 
through the medium of tradition. 

The moral law is divided iuto two distinct parts, which were engraven 
on two separate tables ; “ the former declaring our duty to God, and the 
latter our duty to our neighbour and oundvt •. f And this arrangement 
being the work of the Deity, is absolutely perfect in all its parts. The 
opening of the Decalogue is most solemn and impressive, for it displays 
that Saobkd Namb whioh comprehends every thing excellent, every thing 
gracious, and every thing lovely. The worship of God being iuouloated 
in the first table, shews that our first duty is owing to the Great Author 
of our being. This elicits our faith, stimulates our hope, and leads 
neoessarily to the performance of those practical duties, inculcated by the 
second table, which exhibit our charity, that most excellent of all human 
virtues, in its fairest and most brilliant form. This, then, is a system of 
perfection ; for, by the exercise of these virtues, through the merits of 
Johovah incarnate, we may attain possession of an immortal inheritance 
in those heavenly mansions of eternal felicity, veiled from mortal eye 
by the starry firmament, into which the great I AM shall bid us enter, 
to enjoy the blessings of that eternal Lodge whioh is irradiated with the 
brightness of Him that sitteth on the throne. 

Hut while Moses was with God in the mount, the people had defiled 
themselves by idolatry. At their deliverance from Egypt, a great number 
of men, women, and ohildren, from many idolatrous tribes, had followed 
them to their encampment. | Whether converted by the miracles, or 
merely desirous of following the fortunes of this extraordinary people, 
history does not inform ns ; but we may conjecture that they were but 
irregular adventurers, unpossessed of any settled place of residence, and 


• Ne sibi homines aliquid defuisse quererentur, scriptum est in tabulis, quod in 
cordibus non legebant (August, in Ps. lvii.) 

t The Decalogue contained ten commandments, finer of which were applied to God, 
and the remainder to man. It is singular that the sacred name of God consisted ol 
four letters, which, according to the system of Pythagoras, proceed from a resolution 
of the triad into the monad, a process which produced the number ten. Thus, 1 -f 
2 -{- 3 4- 4 — lu ; and this number was denominated heaven, because it constituted 
perfection. 

$ Exod. xii. 38. 
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whom, consequently, no change could injure. If we may believe the 
Jews, it was owing to the pernicious counsel of these strangers that their 
forefathers so frequently tempted God, by their disobedience, to iuflict his 
chastisements upon them. Thus the molten calf, which they had now 
erected as an object of divine worship,* has been imputed not so much to 
the cupidity of their progenitors, as to the sorceries of the Egyptian so- 
journers.f “ Concerning the sin of the Israelites,” says Godwyn, “ in 
making this calf, or ox, the modern Jews do transfer the fault upon certain 
proselyte Egyptians who came forth with them ; and they say that, when 
Aaron cast their jewels into the fire, these Egyptians, contrary to their ex- 
pectation, by their art magic, produced a calf; to which purpose they urge 
Aaron’s own words : 1 1 did cast the gold into the fire, and thereof came 
this calf;’ as if his act or will was not with the making thereof, but of it- 
self it made itself. 

The tribe of Egyptian strangers who are accused of inciting the Israel- 
ites to commit this wickedness were partially iucorporated with them, and 
dwelt within the camp; but the main body dwelt without the camp, and 
were subjected to reproach and indignity ; these seized with avidity every 
opportunity of inspiring the Israelites with a contempt for the theocracy, 
aud rebellion agaiust its edicts and authority. Hence, in every act of dis- 
obedience which merited diviue displeasure, the wrath of God was poured 
out upon these strangers and such of the Israelites as had become their 
associates, in opposition to the express command of God, communicated 
through their great legislator. § 

Against a people guilty of this wickedness the anger of the Lord waxed 
hot, and He would utterly have destroyed them, but for the intercession 
of Moses, who was himself so violently agitated at the sight of this mons- 
trous idolatry, that he brake the two tables of stone which he had in his 
hand, containing the ten commaudments. 

The zeal which Moses displayed in purifying the people from their 
abominations induced God to pardon them for his sake, and to promise a 
renewal of the Decalogue, and a sight of His glory. 

On this occasion the Sacred Name of Jehovah was proclaimed with 
ten different attributes, expressing as many divine properties, aud God 
gave a visible token of His immediate presence aud protection, not only 


• Vide Theocr. Phil. p. 64. 

t Jamblichus wrote a treatise to shew that idols were filled with the divine afflatus 
proceeding from the gods, alter they were formed by the hand of the workman. He 
says that they are supernatural works, and spring from occult causes. In support of 
his hypothesis he relates a number of incredible stories, which painfully tax the 
credulity of his readers. — (Phot cod. 215.) 

% Mos. and Aar., 1. 4, c. 5. “ Some of the Hebrews give this ridiculous reason why 
the image of a calf was made rather than of any other thing : When the Israelites 
were coming out of Egypt, and intended to bring out Joseph’s bones with them, they 
saw the river Nile had overflown the place where his bones were) and so Moses 
made the picture of a calf in a certain golden plate, which, floating upon the water, 
shewed the place where Joseph’s bones lay ; which plate, they say, was brought 
among other jewels to Aaron, and cast into the fire, by virtue whereof the w bole 
mass of gold was turned into the shape of a calf : but it is m jet like that Aaron, 
according to the desire of the people, made a calf like unto the Egyptian god Apis, 
which they had seen the Egyptians worship, and therefore they v ce drawn by the 
corrupt imitation of them to have the image of a calf made ' -Yrillet, in ExoJ 
Xxx ii. 4.) 

$ Num. xi 1—4. 
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by tbtmderings and lightnings, the olond and thick darkness on the mount, 
which caused even Moses himself to quake for fear, but by a diffusion of 
His glory over the countenance of the legislator, so that, w&en he descend- 
ed from the mountain, the Israelites were dazzled with the celestial bright- 
ness, and Moses was obliged to cover his face with a veil before they 
could converse with him.* 

As a means of securing the practice of Masonry, and with it true re- 
ligion, amongst the children of Israel, until a prophet like himself should 
appear amongst them, to expand its blessings and convey them to all tha 
nations of the earth, Moses convened a general or grand assembly of all 
the Lodges, whether of speculative or operative Masonry, to consult 
about erecting a tabernacle for divine worship, as no place since the crea- 
tion of the world had been exclusively appropriated to religion and dedi- 
cated to the true God, which He had condescended to honour with His 
immediate presence. f 

In obedience to the mandate of Moses, the masters of all the newly- 
formed Lodges, the principals of the chapter, the princes of the tribes, 
with other Masons, assembled to receive the instructions of their grand 
master. To this grand Lodge Moses gave wise charges. He told them 
that it was the will and pleasure of Almighty God that a tabernacle should 
be erected in the midst of their camp, which He had promised to make 
His temporary residence on earth. As the plan of this tabernacle had 
been supernaturally revealed to him, be informed them that God had 
chosen his wardens, Aholiab and Bezaleel, as the principal architects 
and artificers in the work, whom, therefore, by divine appointment, he 
solemnly invested with full powers to superintend the erection of the 
proposed edifice. To furnish treasure for the work, he levied a tax of 
half a shekel for every person above twenty years of age,J which amount- 

• “ Now it pleased God to print such a majesty and shining glory in Moses’s coun- 
tenance for these reasons : 1. God did bestow this gift upon Moses as a special sign 
of his favour and love toward him. 2.. By this the people might be assured that the 
Lord had heard Moses’s prayers, and that he would renew his league with them, and 
take them into his protection. 3. And by this means Moses should be had in greater 
reverence and reputation with the people. 4. This was done also that the law itself 
should be held to be glorious and honourable, the minister whereof was so glorious. 
5. Thereby was signified also the inward illumination which Moses had, whereby 
he was able to shine unto them in pureness of doctrine. 6. It also shewed what 
the righteousness of the law is— only a shining of the face ; i. e. of the external 
works before men ; it cannot afford the inward and spiritual justice in the sight of 
God,” — (Willet, Hexapla in Exod. xxxiv ) 

t Before this period, the service of divine worship was performed on altars erected 
m the open air. Thus Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, and Noah had their several altars 
for sacrifice. Abraham, in his wanderings, erected an altar in every place where he 
remained for a short space of time stationary. At Mot eh, between Bethel and Ai, 
and in the plain of Mamre. Isaac had an altar at Beersheba, and Jacob at Salem 
and Bethel. The ancient preparation for sacrifice was a b a pti ration or washing, to 
remind them how God had purged the defilements of the antediluvian world by a 
deluge of water, which washed away every vestige of idolatry. Hence water was 
used as a medium of purification. 

t The sum of half a shekel was enjoined on the Jews ms a contribution. The 
nen were not to give more, nor the poor less. (Exod xxx. 15.) The eabalists say 
that this ordinance was to avoid the evil-eye, called by the Latins faicutatio. (Calepin 
v. Fascino.) Pedro Mexia gives several instances of the evil-eye drying up some 
fields, and inundating others; affecting newly-born animals, wrecking ships, Ac. 
Virgil says (Eclog. iii) — 

What magic has bewitched the woolly dams! 

What evil eye beheld the tender lambs! 
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ed to the snm of thirty-seven thousand seven hundred and twenty-one 
pounds, seventeen shillings, and sixpence of our money. This being in- 
competent to complete the structure with its proposed magnificence, Moses 
called upon them, according to their tribes and families, to contribute 
voluntarily, and with all possible despatch, as much gold, silver copper, 
precious stones, dyed wool, and sheep skins of blue, purple, and crimson, 
shittim wood, and oil and spices, as might be necessary to complete the 
work; and gave directions to his wardens, and to Joshua, his deputy, to 
arrange the operative Masons of every denomination into Lodges, accord- 
ing to their several occupations and abilities. Nothing could exceed the 
enthusiasm of the people in contributing their most valuable property to 
this undertaking, and their liberality became at length so unbounded, that 
Moses was obliged to restrain it by an express prohibition. 

Every arrangement being made, and the materials provided, Moses in- 
trusted to his wardens the plan and dimensions of the tabernacle, as they 
had been communicated by God himself,* and placed in their hands the 
accumulated offerings of the people, as materials for the sacred building. 
After solemn prayer and sacrifice to God, Moses appointed the seventh 
day as a day of rest, and commenced the work with an awful feeling of 
respect and solemn veneration. 

The tabernacle, with its attendant ornaments, furniture, and jewels, 
needs not a particular description here, as it is so minutely laid down in 
the book of Exodus. It was constructed of a white timber which grew 
plentifully at Abel Shittim, and was hence called Shittim-wood (Acacia 
horridu ). The metals used in it9 construction and ornament were confin- 
ed to gold, silver, and brass ; all the baser metals being excluded. A 
space of ground or court was inclosed for its reception, in length one hun- 
dred and fifty feet, and in breadth seventy-five feet. The tabernacle itself 
consisted of three divisions, which symbolically referred to the three great 
churches of God on earth and in heaven. The outer court was emblem- 
atical of the Jewish church under the Mosaic dispensation ; the holy place, 
of the church of Chrtst ; and the sanctum sanctorum, of the church tri- 
umphant in the skies. The three posts in the sides of the outer court are 
considered by Bcda to represent the three theological virtues, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity. 

The two first divisions of the tabernacle were accessible to the priests, 
and were furnished with a small altar of incense, the table of shew-bread, 
and the golden candlestick ; but the holy of holies, containing the ark of 
the covenant, overshadowed by the Shekinah, heiog the peculiar residence 
of the Almighty, was only entered by the high priest, and that after in- 
numerable purifications. The floor of this most holy place was composed 
of square stones of an eciual size, and placed alternately black and white ; 
which method of paving has, from this circumstance, been termed Mosaic . 
It was disposed in this chequered and variegated form, to remind the high 
priest of the vicissitudes of human life, that he might not be puffed up 
with the pre-eminence of his dignified station ; but in the midst of pros- 
perity to be humble, meek, patient, and ascribe his distinction solely to 
the goodness of God. Prosperity and adversity, like the white and black 


* It is thought by many authors (Rupert, Oleaster, and others), that Moses not 
only had the tabernacle described to him very minutely on the mount, but that 
pattern was also shewn to him of every article to be constructed for its use, as weU 
as a representation of the whole when completed. 
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stones in this pavement, are equally intermingled in the cup of human 
life, to shew that this world affords no permanent good ; that, however an 
individual may be distinguished by birth, wealth, or hereditary honours, 
death will speedily destroy the splendid fascination and reduce all mankind 
to their primitive level ; and that, therefore, we ought to study how to 
approach that perfection here, which shall be revealed to us in the effulgent 
regions of eternal light. 

The ark of (he covenant was a small wooden chest, made of imperishable 
materials, and overlaid with gold by Bezaleel, whose principle use was to 
support the propitiatory, or mercy-seat, from whence the oracular responses 
were delivered. It was used also as a sacred repository to contain the two 
tables of stone on which the Decalogue was inscribed by the finger of God. 
It was about three feet three-quarters in length, two feet and a quarter im 
breadth, and two feet and a quarter high. The mercy-seat was made of 
pure gold, and was of the same dimensions as the upper surface of tbe ark. 
Upon the mercy-seat were two cherubims of gold, with their wings extend- 
ed towards each other, forming a kind of throne or chariot, on which the 
Shekinah rested ; and hence the Lord is said to dwell between the cheru- 
trims.* The upper extremity of the ark was encircled with a crown of 
gold.f In or near the ark was afterwards laid up a small quantity of the 
manna with which God miraculously sustained his people in a barren wil- 
derness forty years. J 

The ark itself was esteemed so sacred, that whoever looked upon it was 
Instantly put to death. Fifty thousand men of Bethshemesh were slain 
for being guilty of this impiety.§ It was an agent in the performance of 
miracles. The river Jordan was divided as soon as the feet of the priests 
Who bore the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, so that the Israel- 
ites passed over dry-shod. || The walls of Jericho fell down when the ark 


• Isai. xxxvii. 16; Pi. lxxx. 1. 

f The account given of the structure of the tabernacle proves that metallurgy 
must have been well understood in the days of Moses ; and from the description of 
the golden calf, we may infer that the casting of idols and statues was no uncommon 
practice. Metal mirrors were in common use among the ancient Egyptians; they 
occasionally appear on the monuments, and are mentioned by Moses in the account 
of the brazen cloves (Exod. xxxvii i. 8). Silvering, as well as gilding, was practised 
in very ancient times, and it is probable that some of the vases depicted on the 
monuments were merely ware covered over with metal. — (Taylor's Egypt. Mon., 
pp. 9i>-— 4)7.) 

% This food fell upon the ground like the hoar frost, and tasted like wafers 
sweetened with honey. It derived its name from the surprise of the people when 
they received their first supply. They asked each other, Man hu? — What is this ? 
And hence it acquired and retained the name of manna. In commemoration of this 
miraculous sustenance, an omer of the manna, containing about three pints and a 
half, was deposited in a pot of gold, and placed in the sanctum sanctorum, as an 
everlasting testimony that they owed their preservation to the immediate providence 
of God. St. Paul makes this manna a type of Christ, calling it their spiritual meat 
(1 Cor. x. 3) ; and in many particulars they agree. The manna was white — Christ 
was pure and unspotted ; it came from heaven, so did Christ; it fell with the dew — 
Christ brought with him abundance of grace; the manna was sweet and pleasant to 
the taste — Christ is sweet and pleasant to the soul ; tbe manna fell every day — Christ 
will be with us to the end of the world. When the Jews entered the promised land, 
the manna ceased — and the use of the gospel of Christ will cease when we come in- 
to the other world. 

$ 1 Sam. vi. 19. I Josh. iii. 14 — 17. 
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had encompassed the city seven times;* and when the same ark was de- 
posited in the temple of Dagan, the idol fell prostrate from its pedestal, 
and wa9 shivered in pieces.f 

The holy garments worn by the high priest were directed to be made of 
fine twined linen, of the three colour s, richly embroidered with gold. 
Two onyx stones were placed upon the shoulders of the ephod, set in 
ouches of gold, and the names of the twelve tribes engraven on them ac- 
cording to seniority. The stone on the right shoulder contained tho names 
of Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Dan, Napthali, and Gad; and that on the left 
shoulder the names of Asher, Issacher, Zebulun, Ephraim, Manasseh, and 
Benjamin. These two stones referred to the two grand luminaries the sun 
and moon, for as the former rules the day and the latter the night, so these 
stones were intended to point out that God, the maker of these luminaries, 
rules and governs the whole world by His wisdom, strength, and gooduess; 
and that the twelve tribes written on these stones were under the more 
especial protection of Bis superintending providence. 

The breastplate was a square of nine inches, made of the same mate- 
rials as the ephod, and set with twelve precious stones, three in each row, 
on which were also engraved the names of the twelve tribes. The colours 
of the banners were identified by these stones, each tribe bearing the same 
colour as the precious stone by which it was represented in the high priest’s 
breastplate. 

The first stone was a ruby, or sardius. Its colour was re®, and it had 
a direct allusiou to the fiery lust of Reuben , who violated Bilhah, his 
father’s concubine, at Edar. 

The second was a topaz, J of a yellow colour, and referred to Simeon, 
from his jaundiced and distempered rage in the slaughter of the She- 
cbemites. 

The third was a carbuncle, a stone of such exceeding brightness and 
glory, that it flames with crimson light in a dark place. This referred to 
Judah, a princely tribe, out of which sprang Voe Messiah, who was the 
brightness of his Father’s glory, and the cypress imago of his person. § 

The fourth stone in the breastplate was an emerald. It was of a shin- 
ing green colour, and represented the green serpent which Jacob in his 
prophecy likened unto Dan. 

The fifth stoue was the sapphire. The colour of this gem is sky blue, 
intermixed with sparkling gold spots ; and was appropriated to the tribe 
of Naphlali. 

The sixth was a diamond, and was appropriated to the tribe of Gad , 
whose hardihood and invincible courage were very aptly represented by a 


* Josh. vi. 20. f 1 Sam- v. 4. 

J An old masonic tradition relates that, about four years before the temple at Jem 
salem was commenced, Hiram Abiff purchased from some Arabian merchants 
several curious stones and shells, which they informed him were discovered on the 
shores of the Red Sea by some persons who had been shipwrecked. Hiram, the 
king, hearing of this circumstance, deputed Hiram Abiff with certain vessels to ex- 
amine the place, for the purpose of making further discoveries. Alter some experi- 
ments, he succeeded in finding the topaz in great abundance, intermixed with other 
atones of inferior value. This formed a valuable branch of traffic. Thus the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, speaking of the King of Tyre, says, “ Every precious stooe was thy 
covering ; the sardius, topaz , and the diamond ; the beryl, the onyx, and tbe jaspei , 
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold.” (Ezek, xxviii. 13.) 

$ Heb. I 3. 
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diamond, which is the hardest and most impenetrable substance in nature. 
In colour it was white, and transparent like crystal. 

The seventh stone was a turquoise, which is blue. This gem is endued 
with the properties of amber, and will attract light bodies to its surface* 
It is resembled to Asker, from the multitude of blessings with which that 
tribe was endowed. 

The eighth was an achate, or agate, which is a stone intermixed with 
many splendid colours, as blue, green, red and white. On this was 
engraven the name of Issachar , whose occupation being husbandry, was 
fitly represented by this stone from the variety exhibited in the productions 
of nature. 

The ninth was the purple amethyst, referring to the sails of shipping, 
which were of that colour ; and hence it was applied to Zebulun , which 
tribe became afterwards celebrated for the knowledge and practice of navi- 
gation. 

The tenth was the beryl. The colour of this gem is sea green, and 
was referred to Ephraim , the son of Joseph, whom Moses afterwards bless- 
ed with precious things from the depths below.* 

The eleventh was the onyx, of a flesh colour; and represented the 
tender affection of Joseph towards Mana&teh. 

The twelfth was the jasper. Its colour was a transparent green, spotted 
and veined with red. Pliny says of the jasper, “ tot kabet virtutes , quol 
vena s ,” “it«hath as many virtues as veins;’ 7 and was hence appropriated 
to Benjamin , whose virtues caused the Lord to select this tribe as his pe- 
culiar residence, when Israel had obtained full possession of the Holy 
Land, and an universal peace pointed out the time for erecting and dedi- 
cating a temple for the exclusive purpose of His worship. 

The tabernacle, under the judicious direction of Bezalecl and Aholiab, 
was conducted with such amazing despatch, that notwithstanding the va- 
riety and exquisite richness of its ornaments, it was completed in seven 
months ; and dedicated on the first day of the month Nisan, or Abib, 
about the middle of March, A M. 2514 ; and from hence was reckoned 
the first month in the year : for, previously to this time, the computation 
of their year began with the month Tisri, or Ethanim. At this dedica- 
tion it pleased the Lord to give the Israelites a miraculous token of his 
approbation by a fire from heaven, like a flash of lightning, consuming the 
sacrifice ; and a cloud of glory which covered the tent of the congregation, 
and filled the whole space occupied by the tabernacle. 

“ The structure of the tabernacle, the sacerdotal garments, and the 
various vessels and instruments appertaining to the service of the altar, 
bear a striking analogy to the structure of the universe. The three 
divisions of the tabernacle may be, with great propriety, compared to the 
earth, the sea, and the heavens; the twelve months of the year are 
signified by the same number of loaves of shew-bread. The seven lamps 
over the branches of the golden candlestick refer to the seven planets; 
and the seventy pieces of which the candlestick is composed, denote the 
twelve signs of the zodiac.*)* The colours which are wrought into the 
curtains, as well as the curtains themselves, are intended to represent the 

• Deut xxxiii. 13. 

t Tostaus thinks that the candlestick was set in the south, because the light of the 
celestial bodies comes from that quarter ; and because the planets move from east to 
west, and decline from the equinoxial towards the south. The table with the shew- 
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four elements. The earth, from whiob the flax is produced, may be con- 
sidered as typified by the fine linen. The sea is represented by the^Mnyi/e 
colour, which derives its origin from the blood of the fish mu rex The 
violet colour is an emblem of the air, as the crimson is of the fire. With 
respect to the garment of the high priest, the linen of whioh it is com- 
posed represents the whole earth, and its violet eolour the heavens. The 
pomegranates refer to the lightning, and the noise of the bells to the 
thuuder. The ephod, with its four several oolours, has a reference to the 
very nature of the universe ; and the intermixture of gold which we ob- 
serve in it may, in my opinion, be considered as regarding the rays of the 
sun. The esseo, or rationale, which is placed in the middle of the gar- 
ment, denotes the situation of the sun, in the centre of the universe. 
The girdle whioh passes round the body of the priest, is a symbol of the 
sea environing the earth. The sun and moon may be supposed to be ex- 
pressed by the two sardonyx stones ; and either the twelve months, or the 
twelve signs of the zodiac, by the twelve other stones. The violet colour 
of the tiara resembles heaven; and it would have manifested a great waut 
of reverence to the Deity to have inscribed His Scored Name on any 
other oolour. The splendour of the majesty of the Supreme Being is 
signified by the triple crown, and the plate of gold. 11 * 

The tabernacle was erected due east and west, in reference to the rising 
and setting of the sun.f 

bread ‘being set in the north, because in the north part of the world is plenty of com 
and other iruits. The south side referred to the Jews, who first received the light of 
divine knowledge ; and the north signified the Christians, who were enlightened at 
a later period of the world. 

• Jos. Ant. L 3, c. 7. 

t In opposition to this illustration, it has been urged that the changes occasioned 
by the precession of the equinoxes have altered the position of ancient buildings: 
and that, if the eastern and western points are to be determined by the rising and 
setting of the sun, these edifices, being at variance with the points thus ascertained, 
do not truly exemplify the position. It will be seen at once that this objection is 
too replete with fallacy and subterfuge to need a passing remark. The terms east 
and west have been honoured with peculiar notice ever since the world began, and it 
is from the uniform practice of our ancient brethren that we retain a regard for those 
points in all our ceremonies. The garden of Eden was placed in the east, and 
our first parents were expelled towards the west The ark of Enoch was placed 
due east and west, as were also the tabernacle of Moses, and the temple of Solomon. 
Judah, the most distinguished of the tribes, had the eastern part of the camp as- 
signed to him, as the most honourable station. The Gospel was first published in 
the east, and afterw ards spread over the western part of the globe. Jesus Christ, 
its divine author, was crucified with his face to the west Christian churches and 
Masonic lodges are built due east and west, and the eastern part in each is deemed 
the most sacred ; and all interments of the dead are conducted on the same principle. 
Whence then this perfect uniformity, from the creation to the present time? The 
same system is visible throughout the works of nature, and must, therefoie, be re- 
ferred to the Great Creator of all things. The sun, that great source of light and 
beat, created for the benefit and convenience of man, rises in the east to open the day, 
gains his meridian in the south, and retires to set in the west, to close the labours of 
the day. The ancient inhabitants of the world considered the east to be the fact of 
the world from this very appearance, and the west the back of it The first edifice 
appropriated to the exclusive purpose of divine worship was the tabernacle ; and this, 
by God’s immediate direction, was placed due east and west; and as the tabernacle 
was only intended as a temporary substitute for a more permanent building, con- 
structed on the same model, when his people should have obtained peaceable pos- 
session of the promised land, it may be justly inferred that this practice is sanctioned 
by the divine command. Our Saviour is denominated, by St Luke, Oriums ; an d, 
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This peculiar situation referred to the memorable deliverance of the 
children of Israel from their Egyptian bondage, and to the east and west 
winds, which were the apparent causes of that division of the Bed Sea by 
which it was accomplished . 41 

The tabernacle thus erected, f and the Jewish ritual fully established, 
the patriarchal institution was dispensed with, and the right of primogeni- 
ture to officiate at the altar was superseded by the appropriation of the 
tribe of Levi to that exclusive service. This dispensation was made, lest 
daring so long a period as their sojourning was to continue, the people 
might degenerate from His worship, and embrace the Egyptian idolatry. 
And this was further provided against by a perpetual symbol of God's 
presence among them, in the pillar of a cloud . 

* This remarkable pillar, which directed the Israelites through the Bed 
Sea, and attended them during their journey ings in the wilderness, was 
intended as a visible manifestation of the divine presence, and a token that 
Jehovah was at hand to render them assistance in all cases of difficulty 
and distress. It assured them, at the commencement of every change of 
situation, that while they implicitly relied on that grand pillar for protec- 
tion, they might safely rise, follow their Divine Leader, and fear no dan- 
ger : for while their faith was so firmly founded, they could certainly have 
nothing to fear. This pillar, which assumed the form of a cloud by day, 
and a fire, which afforded light to the whole camp, by night, appeared at 
their very first departure from Egypt, did not forsake* them until they 
came to the borders of the promised land, and rendered thefai inestimable 
services whilst traversing that vast and trackless desert. When the cloud 
moved, the Israelites struck their tents and marched forward ; when it 
rested, they pitched their tents, and remained stationary, until the moving 
of the pillar directed them again to change their situation. It never 
altered its form, but, like Jacobs Ladder , its base was near the earth, and 
its top ascended to the heavens. After the tabernacle was erected, it took 
its station over the sanctum sanctorum , and served to shade the whole camp 
from the intense heat of the sun in that parched and inhospitable climate. J, 

The tabernacle being completed, the next care of Moses was to regulate 
the tribes, and form each into its proper order, as a constituent part of the 
general force necessary to defend themselves against the incursions of their 


therefore, the early Christiana worshipped with their faces to the east ; for they were 
taught to abjure Satan towards the west, and covenant with Christ towards the 
east. 

* The miracles recorded in Scripture have generally been effected by the mediate 
agency of natural causes. Thus the Egyptian miracles were many of them perform- 
ed by the stretching forth of Aaron’s red ; the waters of the Red Sea divided by the 
same means which produced an east and afterwards a west wind. The bitter waters 
at Marsh were corrected by putting into them the branch of a tree, Ac., Ac. These 
were true miracles effected by the almighty power of God, through the medium of 
natural agents. 

f The tabernacle was said to be an emblem of the three worlds, the terrestrial, the 
celestial, and the angelic. It consisted of three parts — the court, the holy place, and 
the sanctum sanctorum. The first contained the altar, which was constructed of earthy 
matter, exposed to the air in an uncovered place ; having on it a continual fire, and 
surrounded by water, the four elements of the terrestrial world. The second was in 
the middle, and represented the firmament, and contained the golden altar, the table* 
and candlestick ; and the third was the dwelling of the Most High, who by the me- 
dium of angels condescended to communicate with man. 

X Pa Cf . 39. Num. xiv. 4. Isai. iv. fi, 6. 
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hostile neighbours, as well as to inflict the threatened vengeance on the 
inhabitants of Canaan. To accomplish this purpose, he numbered the males 
according to their families, and armed every one who had attained the age 
of twenty years : he had been furnished with armour, both offensive and 
defensive, by the special Providence of God, in the destruction of the 
Egyptian army. Commanders, or princes of tribes, were appointed by 
Moses, and, on reviewing his army, he found it consisted of 603,550 fight- 
ing raen. Banners were appropriated to the several divisions, with devices 
emblematical of the genius or disposition of each tribe. 

The form of the camp was a square, each side of which was twelve 
miles;* and the tribes were placed according to their degrees of consanguin- 
ity. Thus the east, being the most honourable station, was occupied by 
the tents of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, the children of Leah. On 
the west were placed the tribes of Ephraim, Manasses, and Benjamin, the 
descendants of Rachel. On the south Reuben and Simeon, the sons of 
Leah, and Gad, the son of Zilpah, her handmaid. And on the north were 
stationed the tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali, the descendants of Bilhah 
and Zilpah. The spaces between each tribe were used for the transaction 
of public and private business. The tabernacle, attended by the cloud of 
glory, was placed in the centre, about a mile from each tribe. The tribe 
of Levi were distributed around the tabernacle in every quarter. Moses, 
Aaron, and tne priests in the east; the Gershonites in the west, the Ko- 
hathites in the south, and the Merarites in the north. 

The disposition of this camp was so beautiful and imposing, that Balaam 
was struck with astonishment at a sight so magnificent and unexpected, 
and exclaimed in the spirit of prophecy, u How goodly are thy tents, O 
Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel ! As the valleys are they spread forth, 
as gardens by the river’s side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.”f 

i€ Every man of the children of Israel" was commanded “to pitch by 
his own standard with the ensigns of their father’s house. In each 
quarter of the camp was a principal standard or banner, which unitedly 
bore a device emblematical of the angelic nature. This is represented by 
the prophet Ezekiel to be comprehended under the combined figures of a 
man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle. A man to represent intelligence and 
understanding, a lion to personify strength and power, an ox to denote 
the ministration of patience and assiduity, and an eagle to denote the 
promptness and celerity with which the will and pleasure of the Supreme 
are executed. § 

The standard borne by Nahshon, the leader of the tribe of Judah, and 


• Targum of Jonath. ben Uziel in Num. ii. 3. 
t Num. xxiv. 5, 6. J Ibid. ii. 2. 

$ “ Angeli ex hoc verau definiri possunt Sunt enira Spiritus intelligentes ut Homo; 
puteotea ut Leo ; ministratorii ut Boa ; et celeres ut Aquila.” (Tremel. in Ezek. i.) 
These several hieroglyphics are referred by many of the fathers (Jercpn- in Matt, i.; 
Gregory in Esek, i. ; August., Ac.) of the Christian church to the four evangelists. 
The man is said to represent St. Matthew, because his gospel commences with an 
account of the genealogy of Christ, according to his human extraction. The lion is 
referred to St Mark, because his gospel begins with the Vox clamantis, not unaptly 
compared to the roaring of a lion. The ox to St Luke, because he begins with ths 
pnest Zacharias; and the eagle to St John, who, as with the wings of an eagle, 
soars aloft in the spirit of inspiration, and commences his gospel with the eternal 
divinity of Jesus Christ, the word of God. 
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of the first great division of the Israelites, who led the van on every ex- 
pedition, was emblazoned with the image of a lion couchant between & 
crown and sceptre; for Judah was a princely tribe, according to the bless- 
ing of Jacob, who declared that “ bis hand should be on the neck of bis 
enemies, and that his father’s children should bow down before him.” 
“ Judah is a lion’s whelp,” said the dying patriarch, illuminated with the 
spirit of prophecy ;* “ from the prey, my son, thou art gone up : he stoop- 
ed down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him 
up ? The sceptre shall not depart from J udah, nor a lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, until Shilo come, and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be. Binding his foie unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto the 
choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood 
of grapes; his eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with 
milk.f 

The country adjoining Jerusalem, appropriated to this tribe, was a land 
of vineyards, and peculiarly famous for the size and beauty of its grapes, t 
The banner of Issachar was borne by Nethaneel, the prince and leader or 
his tribe, and was emblazoned with a device representing a strong ass 
crouching between two burdens, § for Jacob had doomed his posterity to 
strong and toilsome labour ;|| and this people were accordingly very patient 

• Gen. xlix. 8 — 12. • 

t Here the sceptre was distinctly placed in the hands of Judah ; and accordingly 
we find that from David, the second king of the Israelites, to the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, this tribe was never without a sceptre. After this captivity, Cyrus placed the 
holy vessels in the hands of Zerubbabel, who was a prince of Judah ; and there the 
sceptre remained, until Herod, who was neither of their regal line, nor yet a Jew, 
was constituted governor of Judea by the Romans, in whose time the prophecy was 
completed by the advent of Jesus Christ. This tribe produced many princes, who 
eminently fulfilled this prediction, and literally trod upon the necks of their enemies; 
particularly Jesus Christ, who is denominated the lion of the tribe ol' Judah, and will 
ultimately subdue all things to himself ; “ for he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet 7 * 

J Much has teen said of the size of the grapes of Canaan. Bochard reports that 
(he country produces a fruit called the apples of Paradise, which grow in a cluster 
like grapes, a hundred together, each of the size of a hen’s egg. When Foster visited 
Palestine, he met with a monk, who told him that be had seen bunches of grapes 
growing in Hebron so large, that it required two men to carry them. But these are 
exaggerations. The clusters of grapes were doubtless large ; but, according to the 
testimony of the most credible travellers, did not exceed ten or twelve pounds each. 
They are of different colours — white, red, and purple, but the latter are the most 
plentiful. 

$ The authors of the Universal History give for the device «on Issachar's banner, 
the sun and moon ; and their decision is confirmed by some of the Jewish writers. 
But I may observe respecting the whole of these standards, that there are great doubts 
about them. Sir T. Browne long since said, that the escutcheons of the tribes do 
not, in every instance, correspond with the prophecy of either Jacob or Moses. The 
Jewish Rabbins believe that the four principal tribes bore on their standards the com- 
ponent parts of the cherubim—- a man. an ox, a lion, and an eagle. But some doubts 
are entertained of this fact, as we shall see in a subsequent note. The Targumists 
say that the banners were distinguished by colours, each being analogous to the cor- 
responding stone in the high priest’s breastplate. They think also that the name of 
each tribe was inscribed on its banner. Some determine that they were distinguished 
by the signs of the zodiac, and the months of the year; and that the four chief 
standards bore for their devices, Aries, Cancer. Lihra. and Capricorn, and were hal- 
lowed with a letter of the Tetragrammaton, a sacred name of God. 

| Gen. xlix. 14, 15. 
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and assiduous in the laborious employment of cultivating the earth, and 
rather chose to submit to any extent of imposts, duties, and taxes, than 
forsake their beloved quiet, and take up arms in defence of their natural 
rights and privileges. The banner of Zebulun, erected under the command 
of Eliab, bore a ship j for Jacob had predicted that Zebulun should dwell 
at an haven of the sea, and he should be for an haven for ships . 311 This 
prophecy was minutely fulfilled ; for the portion of Canaan allotted to this 
tribe was on the coasts of the Mediterranean sea, westward, and extended 
to the lake of Tiberias, towards the east, where they followed the avoca- 
tion of mariners and fishermen. 

The second grand division was led on by Elizur, a prince of the tribe 
of Reuben. His banner was distinguished by a man in the full vigour 
of his strength, *)* because Reuben was the “ first born of Jacob, his might, 
and the beginning of his strength.”^ The privileges attached to primo- 
geniture were forfeited to this tribe by the misconduct of its patriarch, who 
committed incest with his fathers concubine, and were transferred to the 
tribe of Judah. The host of Simeon were headed by Shelumiel, who bore 
a standard emblazoned with a sword, as “ an instrument of cruelty.”§ 
Simeon laboured under his father’s curse for the part he had taken, in 
conjunction with his brother Levi, in the cruel and unjustifiable slaughter 
of the Shechemites. Hence the descendants of Levi had no inheritance 
amongst their brethren, but were scattered abroad in forty ; eight cities 
throughout the land of Canaan ; and Simeon was a tribe of schoolmasters, 
with an inheritance consisting only of a small portion of land in the 
midst of the tribe of Judah. In process of time this settlement became 
too small for their increasing population, and they were obliged to take 
refuge amongst the Idumeans. The tribe of Gad was led by Eliasaph, 
and was designated by a troop 1 of horsemen ; for it had been predicted 
that “ a troop should overcome him, but that he should overcome at last."|| 
This prophecy was fulfilled by his situation on the eastern side of Jordau, 
exposed to the attacks of the Ammonites, who harassed the tribe by re- 
peated incursions, until Jephtha ruled over Israel, who repelled the in- 
vaders, carried the war into their own country, and compelled them to 
sue for peace on terms equally honourable and advantageous to the tribe 
over which they had exercised their tyrannies. 

The third grand division of the Israelites was conducted by Elishama, 
the leader of the Ephraim ites. Ephraim, though only a younger son of 
one of the patriarchs, was appointed to be a leader of the tribes, in consc- 
ience of the peculiar blessing of his grandfather. His standard bore the 
image of an ox. The tribe of Manasseh was led by Gamaliel, and the 
banner was emblazoned with a luxuriant vine planted by the side of a wall, 
which the tendrils overhung.^ These two tribes sprang from Joseph, and 
were accounted peculiarly blessed. They produced more eminent men 

# Gen. xlix. 13. 

t The Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel say* the device was a mandrake 

t Gen. xlix. 3. 

§ Ibid. 3. The authors of the Universal History give a city, and the Conciliator a 
tower, for the device on the banner of Simeon. 

| Gen. xlix. 19. De Loutherbourg, in his famous picture of The Standards, gives 
to the tribe of Gad a field covered with stars. 

T Manasseh Ben Israel is of opinion that the tribe of Manasseh bore an unicorn * 
others think that the bearing was a palm tree. 

10 
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than any other tribe, except Judah, in which tribe was preserved the line 
of the Messiah. Joshua, Gideon, Jopbtha, and others, proceeded from 
them ; under whose able superintendence Israel acquired much renown 
and many permanent advantages, which inspired the surrounding nations 
with terror at the name of Israel and its God. The tribe of Benjamin 
was designated by a ravening wolf, borne by its prince Abidan. This was 
a fierce and warlike people, and in battle were more terrible to their ene- 
mies than any of the tribes of Israel ; conformably to the unerring voice 
of prophecy, which had declared, “ Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf; in the 
morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the 
spoil”* 

The last grand division was led on by Ahiezer, a prince of the tribe of 
Dan. His standard was distinguished by a serpent attacking the heels of 
a horse on which a rider was placed ;f for Jacob had prophesied that “Dan 
shall be a serpent by the way ; an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. This division, which was 
very numerous, and appointed to protect the rear of the congregation, was 
distinguished also by a grand banner emblazoned with the figure of an 
eagle. § The banner of Asher was unfolded by Pagiel, and bore a flourish- 
ing tree; for Jacob had said, “Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and 
he 6ball yield royal dainties ;”|| which referred to the rich and fertile 
possessions allotted to him in the land of Canaan. The tribe of Naphtali 
was commanded by Ahira, and designated by a hind let loose, alluding to 
their free spirit and unrestrained love of liberty.^ 


• Gen. xlix. 27. 

t The Universal History, from Rcyherus, attributes to Dan a banner with an eagle 
bearing away in his talons a serpent. Some of the Rabbins think that his standard 
contained a serpent alone, and this opinion has been followed by De Loutherbourg. 
But if the four leading tribes bore the constituent parts of the cherubic form, then 
the banner of Dan would certainly be charged with an eagle ; for I cannot subscribe 
to the doctrine which makes the cherubim of our Scriptures an astronomical allegory, 
originating in the nodes of the moon being called “the dragon's head and tail.” The 
prophet Ezekiel is express upon the point ; and that is an authority to which I im- 
plicitly bow. Whether the banners of these tribes were really charged with the 
cherubic forms or not, is aoother question. It is almost universally believed that 
they were; but still the fact is uncertain, because we have no absolute authority for 
it. With respect to the banners generally, I repeat that there exists such a diversity 
of opinions amongst our most learned commentators, that it would be hazardous 
to offer any positive judgment on the subject. The statement in the text appears 
the most probable. We have already seen (see note page 144), that there are those 
who assert that they were not charged with any design at all, but were distinguish- 
ed by the colours of the precious 6tones in the High Priest’s breastplate ; and others 
say that they were merely poles bearing the name of the tribe which they respec- 
tively indicated. In a matter of such extreme difficulty, we must be content to re- 
main unsatisfied. 

£ Gen. xlix. 17. 

§ This is attested by many eminent authors. Vatabulus says, “the banner of Reu- 
ben was a man, signifying religion and reason ; Judah’s was a /ion, denoting power; 
Ephraim’s was an ox, denoting patience and toil : and Dan’s an eagle, denoting wis- 
dom, sublimity, and swiftness.’* Aben Ezra attests the same. “Dicunt” says he, 
“in vexillo Reuben fuisse imaginem hominis : in vexillo Jehudah imaginem leonit; 
in vexillo Ephraim imaginem bovti; in vexillo Dan imaginem aqvila 

| Gen xlix. 20. 

IT The banner of Joseph is mentioned by some authors as a luxuriant tree, from 
Jacob's prediction, “Joseph is a fruitful bough; even a fruitful bough by a wall, 
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The banner of Levi bore a dagger, as Simeon’s did a sword. These 
were the instruments of cruelty which Jacob pronounced were in their 
habitations. The tribe of Levi had no distinct place among the tribes 
during their encampment in the wilderness;* but in consequence of its 
appropriation to serve at the altar, it was divided into four companies, and 
placed east, west, south, and north, about the tabernacle. This tribe was 
afterwards dispersed amongst the other tribes, and was never possessed of 
a separate and independent inheritance.f 

The following table will exhibit at one view the precise order and rank, 
as well as the strength, of the Israelites in the wilderness, when ranged 
under their respective leaders and standards. 


Names of Tribes. 

Name of 
Leaders. 

1 

Number 
of Souls. 

Situation 
in Camp 

Colour. 

Device. 

Judah ... 

Nahshon 

Crimson 

A Lion 

74,600 


Iseachar - 

Nethaneel 

Blue, Ac. 

An Ass 


> East. 

Zebulun ... 

Eliab 

Purple 

A Ship 


> 

Reuben - 

Elizur - 

Red - 

A Man 


) 

Simeon - - - 

Shelumiel 

Yellow 

A Sword 


> South. 

Gad 

Eliasaph 

White- 

A Troop 


) 

Ephraim ... 

Elishama 

Green- 

An Ox 


j 

Manasseh 

Gamaliel 

Flesh - 

A Vine 


> West. 

Benjamin 

Abidan - 

Green - 

A Wolf 

35,400 

) 

Dan 

Ahiczer - 

Green - 

An Eagle 


) 

Asher - 

Pagicl - 

Blue - 

A Tree 


V North. 

Naphtali - 

Ahira - 

Blue - 

A Hind 

53,4U0 

S 

f Moses and 

Aaron - 



, 

_ 

East 

L«vi - J Gcrshon - 

Eliasaph 1 



wmm 

West. 

1 Kohath - 

Elizaphan \ 

Crimson 

A Dagger 

8,600 

South. 1 

( Merari - 

Zuriel j 



( 0,200 

North. j 
. A 


whose branches run over the wall.” But I can scarcely admit that any separate 
host was assembled as the tribe of Joseph, who (independently of the total silence of 
Moses on the subject) was fully represented by his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, who 
were advanced to the rank of princes and tribes in the room of Joseph and Levi. 
(Jos. Ant. i. 3, 12.) 1 have therefore given his banner to Manasseh, who was Joseph’s 
eldest and most beloved son, though Ephraim is preferred before him. Joseph was. 
thus actually at the head of two distinct tribes, which was a fulfilment of that 
prophecy of Jacob, “ I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I 
took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.” (Gen. 
xlviii. 22.) 

• This must be received with some allowance. Until Ephraim and Manasseh be- 
came two distinct tribes, Levi was not excluded. And that was not done until the 
tribe of Levi was separated from the re6t, for the service of the Tabernacle, about a 
year after the deliverance. 

t It is true that in the enumeration of the tribes of Israel by St John the Evan- 
gelist (Rev. vii. 5—8), Joseph and Levi are both mentioned, and Dan and Ephraim, 
though leaders of divisions, are omitted. This exclusion is attributed to the idola- 
trous pursuits of those two tribes, who, being bremost in their respective hosts, en- 
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Besides the banners already enumerated, there were abundance of in- 
ferior standards in the camp, under which the separate companies, or 
smaller divisions, were ranked, aud these were emblazoned with devices 
according to the fancy of their respective leaders. 

The two most numerous, led by Nuhshon of the tribe of Judah, and 
Ahiezer of the tribe of Dan, were placed in front and rear of the Israelites 
when on the march ; the former to attack the enemy, if any should at- 
tempt to obstruct their progress ; and the latter to protect the movements 
of the whole body, as well as to take charge of the sick, lame, and wound- 
ed; and hence they were termed “The gathering host/' When the 
congregation rose to move onwards, Moses said, “ Rise up, O Lord, and 
let thine enemies be scattered ! and let them that hate thee flee before 
thee." And when it rested, he said, “ Return, 0 Lord, unto the many 
thousands of Israel."* And the whole people sung the former part of 
the sixty-eighth psalm. 

“ Concerning their marching on their journeys, they either moved for- 
ward, or abode still, according to the moving or standing of the cloud 
which conducted them. The manner thereof is as follows : When God 
took up the cloud, Moses prayed, and the priests with their trumpets 
blew an alarm; then Judah, the first standard, rose up, with Issachar 
and Zebulun, and they marched foremost; then followed the Gershonites 
and Merarites, bearing the boards and coverings of the tabernacle in wag- 
gons. The trumpets sounded the second alarm, then Reuben, Simeon, 
and Gad, rose up, and followed the tabernacle ; and after them went the 
Kohathites, in the midst of the twelve tribes, bearing on their shoulders 
the ark, candlestick, table, altar, and other holy things. At the third 
alarm, rose up the standard of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, aud 
these followed the sanctuary. Unto this David hath reference when he 
prayeth, ‘Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh stir up thy strength, 
and come and save us.’f At the fourth alarm, arose the standard of 
Dan, Asher, and Naphtali ; and to these was committed the care of 
gathering together the lame, feeble, and sick, and to look that nothing 
was left behind ; whence they were called 4 the gathering host.'t Unto 
this David alludeth, ‘ when my father and mother forsake me, the Lord 
will gather me.' "§ 

At Kibroth Hattoavah, the grand sanhedrim was appointed by the com- 
mand of God, consisting of six rulers out of each tribe, to the number 
of seventy-two, over which Moses presided as the nasi, or prince of the 
sanhedrim. The learning and power of this body, which continued until 
the destruction of the Jewish polity by the Romans, have been very highly 
panegyrized by the Rabbins, They possessed the privilege of re-judging 
any cause which had been determined by the inferior courts, if an appeal 
was made to their decision. Sentence in criminal causes was necessarily 
pronounced by them, and they had a power of inflicting personal correc- 
tion on the king himself, if guilty of certain specified offences. The first 
sanhedrim was endowed with the gift of prophecy, and were of peculiar 


deavoured to distinguish themselves still more by promoting and encouraging innova- 
tion in the divine economy, with the design of elevating themselves to a supreme 
dignity, which under the theocracy they were ineligible to fill. 

* Num. x. 35, 36. t Ps- lxxx. 2. 

X Jodi, vi 9. $ Ps. xviL 10 ; Mo*, and Aar. lib. 0— A 
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l to Moses in the assistance they rendered towards keeping the re- 
bellious Israelites in subjection. 

The Israelites had now arrived at the borders of the promised land ; 
and their leader, who foresaw the difficulties which presented themselves 
to the conquest of that country, proposed, in a public assembly, that each 
tribe should furnish a man of approved courage and conduct to explore 
the land, and report their joint opinion on the manners and customs of the 
inhabitants, as well as the strength of their cities, the nature of their 
fortifications, and the most practicable method of successful attack Twelve 
men were, therefore, appointed, under the conduct of deputy grand master 
Joshua, who represented his tribe in this undertaking. They entered on 
the duty with alacrity and zeal, and travelled quite through the land of 
Canaan, even to Lebanon, the most northerly district. Their inquiries 
were extended to the most minute particulars ; and, at the end of forty 
days, they returned to give an account of their mission * 

The inhabitants of Canaan at this period were a hardy race of people, 
having been trained to the use of arms in a long war with the Egyptians, 
whom they had formerly conquered and tyranized over during a succession 
of six kings, and a period of more than two hundred years. They were 
expelled a short time before the birth of Jacob, and from that period had 
been engaged in perpetual warfare with their neighbours. Their cities 
were consequently so strongly fortified, and the communication between 
them was so carefully guarded, that they were deemed impregnable. Their 
form was gigantic and robust, their horses sagacious and well trained, and 
they used chariots of iron, which they had brought with them out of 
Egypt. f These formidable circumstances made such an unfavourable im- 

» 

• They described it as a good land (see Deut viii.), and so it certainly was. “ Tht 
description here given would be considered, even by an European, as evidence of its 
claims to that distinction ; while the circumstances enumerated are of such infinite 
importance in the East, that they would give to an Oriental the most vivid impres- 
sions of fertility and excellence. We must consider how long the Israelites had 
wandered in the hot, sandy wilderness, before we can enter into the feelings wi.it 
w'hich they must have heard this description of the land they were destined to inherit. 
Travellers are sometimes disposed to regard, as somewhat overcharged, the accounts 
which the sacred writers give of this country; but they do not sufficiently consider 
for how many ages this land has remained comparatively desolate and forsaken, or 
make allowance for the change which must thus have beerl&produced in its appear- 
ance. In a country condemned to desolation, we cannot fairly look for the charac- 
teristics of its prosperous state; yet even now enough remains to enable us to dis- 
cover, without difficulty, that this fine country was not surpassed in beauty and exu- 
berant production by any country of western Asia, nor perhaps anywhere equalled, 
unless in some parts of Syria and Asia Minor.”— (Piet. Bib. vol. 1, p. 458.) 

t The following description of the chariot of Juno, given by Ilomer, is supposed 
to be taken from the Egyptian chariots. 

hcav’ns empress calls her blazing car. 

At her command rush forth the steeds divine, 

Rich with immortal gold their trappings shine. 

Bright Hebe waits ; by Hebe ever young, 

The whirling wheels are to the axlo hung. 

On the bright axle turns the bidden wheel 
Of sounding brass; the polish’d axle steel 
Eight brazen spokes in radiant order flame, 

The circles gold of uncorrupted frame. 

Such as the heav’ns produce ; and round the gold 
Two brazen rings of work divine* were roll'd. 
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prepsion on all the delegates, except Joshua and Caleb, that they returned 
to their brethren under the effects of insurmountable apprehension, which 
all the coolness and courage of Joshua were unable effectually to repress. 
The whole congregation were infected with their pusillanimity, and entered 
into a resolution to put Moses and Aaron to death, and return to their 
Egyptian slavery.* The influence of Joshua was scarcely sufficient to 
allay the tumult. Their fears were, however, groundless ; for God had 
weakened the Canaanites by the migration of many colonies into other 
countries before this time, particularly that into Greece under Cadmus, and 
that into Bithynia under Phoenix, that the settlement of his peculiar people 
might be accomplished with greater ease. 

The complaints and imprecations of the people subjected them to a 
severe judgment. God issued a decree, that not one of that generation 
should enter iato the promised land, except Joshua and Caleb, the only 
two who had been tried and found faithful amidst the universal defection, 
that the holy land might be peopled with a jace free from the degeneracy 
of their forefathers. 

The Israelites, by a common fluctuation in the human mind, were so 
disconcerted by this unexpected decree, that, urged by despair, they united 
themselves into a body, and, contrary to the positive injunctions of Moses, 
they made a despeiate attempt to force their way into the land, and gain 
possession, without the divine assistance. But the Canaanites and the 
Amalekitcs were prepared to receive them, repulsed them with great 
slaughter, and drove them back into the wilderness. Grieved at their dis- 
obedience, and afraid of retaliation from an enemy, whom they had in- 
censed by an unprovoked attack, Moses reconducted them from the borders 
of Canaan towards the Red Sea. The people, entirely dissatisfied with 
these retrograde movements, were easily incited to open rebellion against 
the authority of Moses, by Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On, who aspired 
to the priesthood and supreme government of the people. They accused 
Moses and Aaron of an assumption of authority, to which all the people 
had an equal claim, and demanded a restitution of their rights into the 
hands of the congregation. This conduct so provoked the Lord, that he 
destroyed them by a terrible judgment, in the presence of all the people ; 
and appointed a visible and obvious test, which might remain a perpetual 
demonstration that Aaron and his seed were appointed to the priesthood 
by divine oommission. He commanded the heads of the twelve tribes to 
take each of them his rod, with his name inscribed upon it; and the 
miraculous rod, which had been the principal agent in the performance of 
those supernatural acts which at this day excite the astonishment of man- 
kind, was directed to be inscribed with the name of Aaron for the tribe of 


The bossy naves of solid silver shone ; 

Braces of gold suspend the moving throne. 

The car behind an arching figure bore, 

The bending concave form’d an arch before. 

Silver the beam, the extended yoke was gold, 

And golden reigns the immortal coursers hold. 

• The Egyptian gardens were extremely beautiful, and their produce so delicious, 
that it is not very surprising that the carnal Israelites should shrink from their for- 
midable task, and wish to return to a country where they were well fed, though 
heavily tasked. Thus we find that “they wept, and said, Who shall give us flesh to 
eat? We remember the fish which wc did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers and 
the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick.” (Numb. xi. 4, 5, 6.) 
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Levi. These rods were laid up in the tabernacle of the congregation be- 
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Grand Secretaries shall be empowered to enrol the names of all the 
Members thus re-made in the register of both the Grand Lodges, with- 
out fee or reward : it being ordered, that no person shall be thus obli- 
gated and registered whom the Master and Wardens of his Lodge shall 
not certify, by writing under their hands, that he is free on the books of 
his particular Lodge. Thus, on the day of the Assembly of both Frater- 
nities, the Grand Officers, Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens, who are 
alone to be present, shall all have taken the obligation by which each is 
bound, and be prepared to make their solemn engagement, that they will 
thereafter abide by that which shall be recognised and declared to be the 
true and universally accepted obligation of the Master Mason. , 

t VI. As soon as the Grand Masters, Grand Officers, and Members, of the 
two present Grand Lodges, shall, on the day of their Re-union, have made 
the solemn declaration in the presence of the deputation of grand or en- 
lightened Masons from Scotland and Ireland, to abide and act by the uni- 
versally-recognised obligation of Master Maqpn, the Members shall forth- 
with proceed to the election of a Grand Master for the year ensuing ; and, 
to prevent delay, the Brother so elected shall forthwith be obligated, pro 
tempore, that the Grand Lodge may be formed. The said Grand Master 
shall then nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand Ma*r -, together with 
a Senior and Junior Grand Warden, Grand Secretary, or Secretaries, Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, Grand Sword-Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, and 
Grand Tyler, who 6hall all be duly obligated and placed ; and the Grand 
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Incorporated Lodge shall then be opened, in ample form, under the style 
and title of “ The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of Eng- 
land." 

The Grand Officers who held the several offices before (unless such of 
them as may be re-appointed) shall take their places, as Past Grand Offi- 
cers, in the respective degrees which they held before ; and in case either 
or both of the present Grand Secretaries, Pursuivants, and Tylers, should 
not be re-appointed to their former situations, then annuities shall be paid 
to them during their respective lives out of the Grand Fund. 

VII. " The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of England" 
shall be composed, except on the days of festival, in the following manner, 
as a just and perfect representative of the whole Masonic Fraternity of 
England ; that is to say, of 

The Grand Master. 

Past Grand Master. 

Deputy Grand Master. 

Past Deputy Grand Masters. 

Grand Wardens. 

Provincial Grand Masters. 

Past Grand Wardens. 

Past Provincial Grand Masters. 

Grand Chaplain. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Joint Grand Secretary, or Grand Secretary, if there be only one. 

Grand Sword-Bearer. 

Twelve Grand Stewards, to be delegated by the Stewards’ Lodge, from 
ambng their Members existing at the Union ; it being understood 
and agreed, that, from and after the Union, an annual appointment 
shall be made of the Stewards, if necessary. 

The actual Masters and Wardens of all Warranted Lodges. 

Past Masters of Lodges, who have regularly served and passed the 
Chair before the day of Union, and who have continued without 
secession, regular contributing Members of a Warranted Lodge. It 
being understood, that of all Masters who, from and after the day 
of the said Union, shall regularly pass the chair of their respective 
Lodges, but one at a time, be delegated by his Lodge, shall have 
a right to sit and vote in the said Grand Lodge ; so that after the 
deoease of jjU tjse regular Past Masters of any regular Lodge, who 
had attain^ ? that distinction at the time of the Union, the repre- 
sentation o^sugh Lodge shall be by its actual Master, Wardens, 
and one Past Master only. 1 

And all Grand Officers in the said respective Grand Lodges shall re- 
tain and hold their rank and privileges in the United Gra nd Lodge, 
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as Fast Grand Officers, including the present Provincial Grand Mas* 
ters, the Grand Treasurers, Grand Secretaries, and Grand Chap- 
lains, in their several degrees, according to the seniority of their re- 
spective appointments: and, where such appointments shall havo 
been contemporaneous, the seniority shall be determined by lot. In 
all other respects the above shall be the general order of precedence 
in all time to come ; with this express provision, that no Provincial 
Grand Master, hereafter to be appointed, shall be entitled to a seat 
in the Grand Lodge, after he shall have retired from such situation 
unless he shall have discharged the duties thereof for full five years. 

VIII. The Representatives of the several Lodges shall sit under their 
respective banners according to seniority. The two first Lodges under each 
Grand Lodge to draw a lot in the first place for priority ; and to whioh of 
the two the lot No. 1 shall fall, the other to rank as No. 2 ; and all the other 
Lodges shall fall in alternately ; that is, the Lodge which is No. 2 of the 
Fraternity whose lot it shall be to draw No. 1, shall rank as No. 3 in the 
United Grand Lodge, and the other No. 2 shall rank as No. 4, and so on 
alternately, through all the numbers respectively. And this shall for ever 
after be the order and rank of the Lodges in the Grand Lodge, and in 
Grand Processions, for which a plan and drawing shall be prepared pre- 
vious to the Union. On the renewal of any of the Lodges now dormant, 
they shall take rank after all the Lodges existing at the Union, notwith- 
standing the numbers in which they may now stand on the respective rolls. 

IX. The United Grand Lodge being now constituted, the first proceed- 
ing, after solemn prayer, shall be to read and proclaim the Act of Union, 
as previously executed and sealed with the great seals of the two Grand 
Lodges ; after which the same shall be solemnly accepted by the Members 
present. A day shall then be appointed for the installation of the Grand 
Master, and other Grand Officers, with due solemnity ; upon which occa- 
sion, the Grand Master shall, in open Lodge, with his own band, affix the 
new great seal to the said instrument, which shall be deposited in the ar- 
chives of the United Grand Lodge, and to be the bond of union among 
the Masons of the Grand Lodge of England, and the Lodges dependant 
thereon, until time shall be no more. The said new great seal shall be 
made for the occasion, and shall be composed out of both the great seals 
now in use; after which the present two great seals shall be broken and 
defaced ; and the new seal shall be alone used in all warrants, certificates, 
and other documents, to be issued thereafter. 

X. The Regalia of the Grand Officers shall be, in addition to the white 
gloves, and apron, and the respective jewels or emblems of distinction, 
gtrter-blue and gold ; and these shall alone belong to the Grand Officers 
present and past 

XI. Four Grand Lodges, representing the Graft, shall be held ter.quar- 
tqrly eonunnakation in each year, on the first Wednesday in the months 
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of March, June, September, and December; on each of which occasions 
the Masters and Wardens of all the warranted Lodges shall deliver into 
the hands of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, a faithful list of 
all their contributing Members; aud the warranted Lodges in and adjacent 
to London shall pay towards the grand fund one shilling per quarter for 
each Member, over and above the sum of half-a-guinea for each new made 
Member, for the registry of bis name ; together with the sum of one shil- 
ling to the Grand Secretary, as his fee for the same; and that this contri- 
bution of one shilling for each Member shall be made quarterly, and each 
quarter, in all time to come. 

XII. At the Grand Lodge to be held annually on the first Wednesday 
in September, the Grand Lodge shall elect a Grand Master for the year 
ensuing (who shall nominate and appoint his own Deputy Grand Master, 
Grand Wardens, and Secretary ;) and they shall also nominate three fit 
and proper persons for each of the offices of Treasurer, Chaplain, and 
Sword-Bearer ; out of which the Grand Master shall, on the first Wednes- 
day in the month of December, choose and appoint one for each of tho 
said offices ; and on the festival of St. John the Evangelist, then next en- 
suing, or on such other day as the said Grand Master shall appoint, there 
shall be held a Grand Lodge for the solemn installation of all the said 
Grand Officers, according to ancient custom. 

XIII. After the day of the Re-union, as aforesaid, and when it shall 
be ascertained what are the obligations, forms, regulations, working, and 
instruction, to be universally established, speedy and effectual steps shall 
be taken to obligate all the members of each Lodge in all the degrees, ac- 
cording to the form taken and recognised, by the Grand Master, PastGraud 
Masters, Grand Officers, and Representatives of Lodges, on the day of Re- 
union ; and for this purpose the worthy and expert Master Masons, ap- 
pointed as aforesaid, shall visit and attend the several Lodges, within the 
Pills of Mortality, in rotation, dividing themselves into quorums of not 
less than three each, for the greater expedition : and they shall assist the 
Master and Wardens to promulgate and enjoin the pure and unsullied sys- 
tem, that perfect reconciliation, unity of obligation, law, working, lan- 
guage, and dress, may be happily restored to the English Craft. 

XIY. When the Master and Wardens of a warranted Lodge shall re- 
port to the Grand Master, to his satisfaction, that the Members of such 
Lodge have taken the proper enjoined obligation, and have conformed to 
the uniform working, clothing, &c., then the Most Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter shall direct the new Great Seal to be affixed to their warrant, and tho 
Lodge shall be adjudged to be regular, and entitled to all the privileges of 
the Craft ; a certain term, shall be allowed (to be fixed by the Grand 
Lodge) for establishing this uniformity; and all constitutional proceed- 
ings of any regular Lodge, which shall take place between the date of the 


Digitized by 


. Dogle 



476 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


Union and the term so appointed, shall be deemed valid, on condition that 
such Lodge shall conform to the regulations of the Union within the time 
appointed ; and means shall be taken to ascertain the regularity, and estab- 
lish the uniformity, of the Provincial Grand Lodges, Military Lodges, and 
Lodges holding of the two present Grand Lodges in distant parts ; and it 
shall be in the power of the Grand Lodge to take the most effectual mea- 
sures for the establishment of this unity of doctrine throughout the whole 
community of Masons, and to declare the Warrants to be forfeited, if the 
measures proposed shall be resisted or neglected. 

XV. The property of the said two Fraternities, whether freehold, lease- 
hold, funded, real, or personal, shall remain sacredly appropriate to the 
purposes for which it was created ; it shall constitute one grand fund, by 
which the blessed object of masonic benevolence may be more extensively 
obtained. It shall either continue under the trusts in which, whether free-, 
hold, leasehold, or funded, the separate parts thereof now stand ; or it 
shall be in the power of the said United Grand Lodge, at any time here- 
after, to add other names to the said trusts ; or, in case of the death of 
any one Trustee, to nominate and appoint others for perpetuating the secu- 
rity of the same ; and in no event, and for no purpose, shall the said uni- 
ted property be diverted from its original purpose. It being understood 
and declared, that at any time after the Union, it shall be in the power of 
the Grand Lodge to incorporate the whole of the said property and funds 
in one and the same set of Trustees, who shall give bond to hold the same 
in the name and on the behalf of the United Fraternity. And it is fur- 
agreed, that the Freemasons 1 Hall be the place in which the United Lodge 
shall be held, with such additions made thereto as the increased numbers 
of the Fraternity, thus to be united, may require. 

XVI. The fund, appropriate to the objects of Masonic benevolence, shall 
not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and solely 
devoted to charity ; and pains shall be taken to increase the same. 

XVII. A revision shall be made of the rules and regulations now estab- 
lished and in force in the two Fraternities ; and a Code of Laws for the 
holding of the Grand Lodge, and of private Lodges, and, generally, for 
the whole conduct of the Craft, shall be forthwith prepared, and a new 
book of Constitutions be composed and printed, under the superintendanoe 
of the Grand Officers, and with the sanction of the Grand Lodge. 

Done at the Palace of Kensington, this 25th day of November, in the 
Year of our Lord 1813, and of Masonry 5813. 

Edward, G. M. 

Thomas Harper, D. G. M. 

James Perry, P. D. G. M. 

James Agar, P. D. G. M. 
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In Grand Lodge, this first day of December, A. D. 1813. Ratified and 
Confirmed, and the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed. 

EDWARD, G. M. 

\ Gieat 
| Seal. 

Robert Leslie, G. S. 

Augustus Frederick, G. M. 

Waller Rodwell, Wright, P. G. M. Ionian Isles* 

Arthur Tegart, P. G. W. 

James Deans, P. G. W. 

In Grand Lodge, this first day of December, A. D. 1813. Ratified and 
Confirmed, and the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed., 

AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G. M. 


William H. White, G. S. 



A meeting of the two Grand Lodges, in pursuance of Article V. was held 
on the 1st of December, 1818, at the Crown-and- Anchor Tavern in the 
Strand. The Articles of Union were laid before these Lodges, and receiv- 
ed with masonic acclamation ; the Articles were unanimously ratified and 
confirmed. “ The Lodge of Reconciliation” was then constituted ; the 
Royal Grand Masters, respectively, having nominated the following Bre- 
thren to form the same : 


Old Imtitutions. 

R. F. Mestayer, of the Lodge No. 1. 


Thomas Harper, Jun. • • 1. 

J. H. Goldsworthy • -2. 

W. Fox .... 4. 

J. Ronalds - • *16. 

William Oliver • • -77. 

Michael Corcoran ... 194. 
R. Bayloy .... 240. 
James M’Cann - - 244. 


And Brother Edwards Harper, Secretary thereof. 
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Conititutbn of England, 

Rev. Samuel Hemming, D.D. of the Lodge No. 384, R. W..IL 


William Meyrick, P. M. ... 1, S. W. 

William Shadbolt, Gf. Stewards' Lodge - J. W. 

Stephen Jones, P. M. - - - 1. 

Laurence Thomson 54. 

Joseph Jones .... 66. 

Jacob Heury Sarratt • - - - 118. 

Thomas Bell 180. 

J. Joyce 453. 


And Brother William Henry White, Secretary thereof. 

Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Masters then signed the Articles of 
Union, and each affixed the Great Seal thereto in Grand Lodge ; and the 
same was countersigned by the Grand Secretary of each of the two Grand 
Lodges respectively. , 

Grand Assembly of Freemasons, for the Union of the Two Grand 
Lodges of England, 

On St. John’s Day, 27th December, 1813. 

The important event of the Re-union of Ancient Freemasons of Eng* 
land, after a long separation, took place, with great solemnity, this day. 

The following order of proceedings, which had been previously settled, 
was strictly observed : 

Freemasons’ Hall having been fitted up agreeably to a plan and draw* 
ing for the occasion, and the whole House tiled from the outer porch ; the 
platform on the East was reserved for the Grand Masters, Grand Officers, 
and Visitors. 

The Masters, Wardens, and Past Masters of the several Lodges, who 
had been previously re-obligated and certified by the Lodge of Reconcilia- 
tion, and provided with tickets, signed and countersigned by the two Secre* 
tarics thereof, were arranged on the two sides in the following manner ; 
that is to say: The Masters were placed in the front. The Wardens on 
benches behind. The Past Masters on rising benches behind them. And 
the Lodges were ranked so that the two Fraternities were completely in- 
termixed. 

The Masters, Wardens) and Past Masters, all dressed in black (regimen- 
tals excepted,) with their respective Insignia, and in white aprons and 
gloves, took their places by eleven o’clock In the forenoon. 

The Grand Masters, Past Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand 
Officers, and distinguished Visitors of the two Fraternities, assembled in 
two adjoining rooms, in which they opened two Grand Lodges, each accord- 
ing to its peculiar solemnities, and the Grand Procession moved towards 
the Hall of Assembly, in the following order: 
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Grand Usher, with his Staff. Grand Usher, with his Staff. 

The Duke of Kent’s Band of Music, 15 in number, all Masons, three and three. 
Two Grand Stewards. Two Grand Stewards. 

A Cornucopia, borue by a Master Mason. A Cornucopia, borne by a Master Mason. 

Two Grand Stewards. Two Grand Stewards. 

Two Golden Ewers, by two Master Ma- Two Golden Ewers by Two Master Ma- 
sons. sons. 

The Nine worthy and expert Masons, form- The nine worthy and expert Masons, form* 
ing ing 

The Lodge of Reconciliation. The Lodge of Reconciliation. 

In single file, rank opposite to rank, with In single file, rank opposite to rank, with 
The Emblems of Masonry. The Emblems of Masonry. 

The Grand Secretary, bearing the Book of The Grand Secretary, bearing the Book of 
Constitutions, and Great Seal. Coustitutions, and Great Seal. 

The Grand Treasurer, with the Golden The Grand Treasurer, with the Golden 
Key. Key. 

The Corinthian Light The Corinthian Light. 

The pillar of the Junior Grand Warden on The Pillar of the Junior Grand Warden on 


a Pedestal. 

The Junior Grand Warden, with his 
Gavel. 

The Deputy Grand Chaplain, with the 
Holy Bible. 

The Grand Chaplain. 

Past Grand Wardens. 


a Pedestal. 

The Junior Grand Warden, with his 
Gavel. 


The Grand Chaplain, with the Holy Bible. 

Past Grand Wardens. 

Provincial Grand Masters, with their Ga- 
vels. 

The Doric Light. The Doric Light 

The Pillar of the Senior Grand Warden on The Pillar of the Senior Grand Warden on 
a Pedestal. a Pedestal. 

The Senior Grand Warden with his Gavel. The Senior grand Warden, with his Gavel 
Two Past Deputy Grand Masters. 

The Deputy Grand Master. The Acting Deputy Grand Master. 

His Excellency the Count de Lagardje, the Swedish Ambassador, Grand Master of 
the first Lodge of the North, Visitor. 

The Royal Banner. 

The Ionic Light The Ionic Light. 

The Grand Sword Bearer. The Grand Sword Bearer. 


THE 

GRAND MASTER OF ENGLAND 
His R. H. The DUKE OF KENT, 
with the Act of Union, in duplicate. 
Two Grand Stewards. 

% Grand Tyler. 


GRAND MASTER OF ENGLAND, 
His R. H. the DUKE OF SUSSEX, 
with the Act of Union in duplicate. 
Two Grand Stewards. 

Grand Tyler. 


On entering the Hall, the Procession advanced to the Throne, and opened 
and faced each other, the music playing a march composed for the occa- 
aion. 

The two Grand Masters then proceeded up the centre, followed by th« 
Grand Master Visitor, the Deputy Grand Master, &c., all in the order re- 
versed; those the most advanced returning in single file, to turn, re-ad- 
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vance, and take their places. The musicians ranging themselves in the 
gallery over the Throne. The Brothers bearing the Cornucopia, Vases, 
&c., placiug themselves in the seats assigned them. 

The two Grand Masters seated themselves, in two equal chairs, on each 
side the Throne. 

The Visiting Grand Master, and other Visitors of distinction, were seated 
on each side. 

The other Grand Officers and Visitors all according to degree. 

The Director of the Ceremonies, Sir George Nayler, having proclaimed 
silence, the Rev. Dr. Barry, Grand Chaplain to the Fraternity under the 
Duke of Kent, commenced the important business of the Assembly with 
holy prayer, in a most solemn manner. 

The Act of Union was then read by the Director of the Ceremonies. 

The Rev. Dr. Coghlan, Grand Chaplain to the Fraternity under the 
Duke of Sussex, proclaimed aloud, after sound of trumpet — “ Hear ye ; 
This is the Act of Union, engrossed, in confirmation of Articles solemnly 
concluded between the two Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons of 
England, signed, sealed, and ratified, by the two Grand Lodges respective- 
ly j by which they are to be hereafter and for ever known and acknow- 
ledged by the style and title of The United Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Freemasons of England. How say you, Brothers, Representatives of 
the two Fraternities ? Do you accept of, ratify, and confirm, the same V 9 
To which the Assembly answered, 4< We do accept, ratify, and confirm the 
same.” The Grand Chaplain then said, u And may the Great Architect 
of the Universe make the Union perpetual !” To which all the Assem- 
bly replied, “ So mote it be. ” The two Grand Masters and the six Com- 
missioners signed the Instruments, and the two Grand Masters then affixed 
the Great Seals of their respective Grand Lodges to the same. 

The Rev. Dr. Barry, after sound of trumpet, then proclaimed — “ Be it 
known to all men, That the Act of Union between the two Grand Lodges 
of Free and Accepted Masons of England, is solemnly signed, sealed, rati- 
fied, and confirmed, and the two Fraternities are one, to be from henceforth 
known and acknowledged by the style and title of The United Grand 
Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of England ; and may the Great Archi- 
tect of the Universe make their Union perpetual 1” And the Assembly 
said “ Amen .’ 1 Brother Wesley, who was at the organ, performed a sym- 
phony. 

The two Grand Masters, with their respective Deputies and Wardens, 
then advanced to the Ark of the Masonic Covenant, prepared, under the 
direction of the W. Brother John Soane, R. A. Grand Superintendent of 
the Works, for the edifice of the Union, and in all time to come to be 
placed before the Throne. 

The Grand Masters standing in the East, with their Deputies on the 
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right and left ; the Grand Wardens in the West and South ; the square, 
the plumb, the level, and the mallet, were successively delivered to the 
Deputy Grand Masters, and by them presented to the two Grand Masters, 
who severally applied the square to that part of the said Ark which is 
square, the plumb to the sides of the same, and the level above it in three 
positions ; and lastly, they gave it three knocks with the mallet ; saying, 
" May the Great Architect of the Universe enable us to uphold the Grand 
Edifice of Union, of which this Ark of the Covenant is the symbol, which 
shall contain within it the instrument of our brotherly love, and bear upon 
it the Holy Bible, square, and compass, as the light of our faith and the 
rule of our works. May he dispose our hearts to make it perpetual !” — 
And the Brethren stud, “ So mote it be.” 

The two Grand Masters placed the said Aet of Union in the interior of 
the said Ark. 

The cornucopia, the wine, and oil, were in like manner presented to the 
Grand Masters, who, according to ancient rite, poured forth corn, wine, and 
oil, on the said Ark, saying — “ As we pour forth corn, wine, and oil, on 
this Ark of the Masonic Covenant, may the bountiful hand of Heaven ever 
supply this United Kingdom with abundance of corn, wine, and oil, with 
all the necessaries and comforts of life ; and may He dispose our hearts to 
be grateful for all his gifts !” And the Assembly said, “ Amen.” The 
Grand Officers then resumed their places. 

A Letter was. read from the R. W. Brother Lawrie, Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, transmitting Resolutions of that Grand 
Lodge in answer to the letter of the M. W. the Grand Master of the two 
Grand Lodges, announcing to them the happy event of the Union, and re- 
questing them to appoint a deputation agreeably to Art. IV. of the Act of 
Union. And it was ordered that these Resolutions be inserted on the 
minutes of this day. 

A letter was also read from the W. Brother W. F. Graham, Deputy 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, transmitting Resolutions 
of that Grand Lodge, in answer to a similar communication from their 
Royal Highnesses the two Grand Masters of the respective Fraternities in 
England. It was ordered that these Resolutions be entered on the minutes 
of this day. r . 

In consequence of its having been found impracticable, from the short- 
* ness of the notice, for the sister Grand Lodges to send deputations to this 
Assembly according to the urgent request of the two Fraternities, confer- 
ences had been held with all the most distinguished Grand Officers and 
enlightened Masons resident in and near London, in order to establish per- 
fect agreement upon all the essential points of Masonry, according to the 
Ancient Traditions and general practice of the Graft. The members of 
the Lodge of Reconciliation accompanied by the Most Worshipful his Ex- 
31 - - 
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cellency Count De Lagardje, Grand Master of the First Lodge of Freema- 
sons in the North, the Most Worshipful Brother Dr. Van Hess, of the 
Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, and other distinguished Masons, withdrew to 
an adjoining apartment, where, being congregated and tiled, the result of 
all the previous conferences was made known. 

The Members of the Lodge of Reconciliation, and the distinguished Visi- 
tors, on their return, proceeded slowly up the centre in double file ; and 
as they approached the two Grand Masters they opened, and the Grand 
Visitors advanced ; when his Excellancy the Grand Master of the First 
Lodge of the North audibly pronounced that the forms settled and agreed 
on by the Lodge of Reconciliation were pure and oorrect. This being de- 
clared, the same was recognised as the forms to be alone observed and 
practised in the United Grand Lodge, and all the Lodges dependant there- 
on, until time shall be no more. 

The Holy Bible, spread open, with the square and oompasses thereon, 
was laid on the Ark of the Covenant, and the two Grand Chaplains ap- 
proached the same. The recognized obligation was then pronounced aloud 
by the Rev. Dr. Hemming, one of the Masters of the Lodge of Reconcilia- 
tion ; the whole Fraternity repeating the same, with joined hands, and de- 
claring, “ By this solemn obligation we vow to abide, and the Regulations 
of Ancient Freemasonry now reoongized strictly to observe.” 

The Assembly then proceeded to constitute one Grand Lodge ; in order 
to which, the Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Wardens, and 
Other acting Grand Officers of both Fraternities, divested themselves of 
their Insignia, and Past Grand Officers took the chairs ; viz., the R. W. 
Past Deputy Grand Master Perry in the chair, as Deputy Grand Master ; 
the R. W. Robert Gill, as Senior Grand Warden, and the R. W. James 
Deans, as Junior Grand Warden. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent then, in an eloquent address, 
stated that the great view with which he had taken upon himself the im- 
portant office of Grand Master of the Ancient Fraternity, as declared at the 
time, was to facilitate the important object of the Union which had been 
that day so happily concluded. And now it was his intention to propose 
his illustrious and dear relative to be the Grand Master of the United 
Grand Lodge ; for which high office he was in every respect so eminently 
qualified. He therefore proposed his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex 
to be Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of 
England for the year ensuing. This was seconded by the R. W. the Hon. ' 
Washington Shirley ; and being put to the vote, was unanimously carried 
in the affirmative, with masonic honours. 

His Royal Highness was placed on the Throne by the Duke of Kent 
and the Count Lagardje, and solemnly obligated. The Grand Installation 
Was fixed for St. George’s Day. 

Proclamation was then made, that the most Worshipful Prince Augustus 
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Frederick, Duke of Sussex, Sari of Inverness, Baron Arklow, Knight 
Companion of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, was elected and en- 
throned Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons 
of England. And his Royal Highness received the homage of the Fra- 
ternity. 

H. R. H. the Grand Master then nominated the Grand Offioers for the 
year ensuing ; and, as it will be interesting^ to all our masonic readers to 
know who were the first officers under the Union, we shall here insert their 
names: 

Brother the Rev. Samuel Hemming, D. D. Senior Grand Warden. 

Junior Grand Warden 
Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Register. 

Grand Secretaries. 

Grand Chaplains. 

Deputy Grand Chaplain. 

Grand Superintendent of the 
Works. 

Grand Director of the Ceremo- 
nies. 

Grand Sword Bearrer. 

Grand Organist. 

Grand Usher. 

Grand Tyler. 

It was then solemnly proclaimed, that the two Grand Lodges were in- 
corporated and consolidated into one, and the Grand Master declared it to 
be open in due form according to ancient usage. 

The Grand Lodge was then called to refreshment ; and the cup of Bro- 
therly Love was delivered by the Junior Grand Warden to the Past De- 
puty Grand Master, who presented the same to the Grand Master; he 
drank to the Brethren—" Peace, good will, and brotherly love, all over 
the world;”— and he passed it During its going round, the vocal band 
performed a song and glee. 

The Grand Lodge was re-called to labour ; when, as the first act of the 
United Fraternity, his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, after an elegant 
introduction, moved— "That an humble Address be presented to his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, respectfully to acquaint him with the happy 
event of the Re-union of the two Grand Lodges of Ancient Freemasons 
Of England— an event which cannot fail to afford lively satisfaction to their 
Illustrious Patron, who presided for so many years over one of the Prater- 
aides, and under whose auspices Freemasonry has risen to its present flour- 


Isaac Lindo, Esq. 

John Dent, Esq. 

William Meyrick, Esq. 
William Henry White 
Edwards Harper 
Rev. Edward Barry, D. D. * 
Rev. Luoias Coghian, D.D. 
Rev. Henry Isaac Knapp 

John Soane, Esq. 

Sir George Nayler 

Captain Jonathan Parker 
Samuel Wesley, Esq. - 
Benjamin Aldhouse - 
William V. Salmon - 
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ishing condition. That the unchangeable principles of the Institution are 
well known to his Royal Highness, and the great benefits and end of this 
Re-union are to promote the influence and operation of these principles, by 
more extensively inculcating loyalty and affection to their Sovereign — 
obedience to the 'aws and magistrates of their country — and the practice 
of all the religious and moral duties of life — objects which must ever be 
dear to his Royal Highness in the Government of his Majesty's United 
Kingdom. That they humbly hope and pray for the continuance of the 
sanction of his Royal Highness’s fraternal patronage ; and that they beg 
leave to express their fervent gratitude for the many blessings which, in 
common with all their fellow-subjects, they derive from his benignant sway. 
That the Great Architect of the Universe may long secure these blessings 
to them and to their oountry, by the preservation of his Royal Highness, 
their illustrious Patron !” This motion was seconded by the Honourable 
Washington Shirley, and passed unanimously, and with masonic honours. 

This was followed by a motion, — “ That the grateful Thanks of this 
United Grand Lodge be given to the Most Worshipful their Royal High 
nesses the Duke of Kent and Duke of Sussex, for the gracious condescen- 
sion with which they yielded to the prayer of the united Fraternities to 
take upon themselves the personal conduct of the Negociation for a Re- 
union, which is this day, through their seal, conciliation, and fraternal ex- 
ample, so happily completed. To state to them that the removal of all the 
slight differences which have so long kept the brotherhood asunder, will be 
the means of establishing in the Metropolis of the British Empire one 
splendid edifice of Ancient Freemasonry, to which the whole Masonic 
World may confidently look for the maintenance and preservation of the 
pure principles of the Craft, as handed down to them from time immemo- 
rial under the protection of \he illustrious branches of the Royal House 
of Brunswick ; and may their Royal Highnesses have the heartfelt satis- 
faction of long beholding the beneficent effects of their work, in the ex- 
tension and practice of the virtues of loyalty, morality, brotherly love and 
benevolence, which it has been ever the great object of Masonry to incul- 
cate, and of its laws to enforce.” This was also unanimously approved \ 
and was followed by a Motion of Thanks to the six Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the two Fraternities to assist the illustrious Princes in the said 
Negociation — for the seal, conciliation, and ability, with which they dis- 
charged their important trust therein. 

The following Resolutions were also severally put, and carried in the 
affirmative unanimously. 

That Books be opened by the Grand Secretaries for the regular entry 
and record of the proceedings of this United Grand Lodge; and that there 
be inserted therein, in the first instance, an account of all the Resolutions 
and Proceedings of both Grand Lodges with respect to the Negociation for 
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the Union, and of the conferences of the Commissioners thereon ; together 
with a copy of the Articles of Union, and the confirmation thereof; also 
copies of the Letters written by their Royal Highnesses the two Grand 
Masters, and Grand S ecre tari es, addressed to the Most Worshipful the 
Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries of Scotland and Ireland, announcing 
the same, together with the Resolutions of these Grand Lodges in reply. 

That the proceedings of this day be communicated to the Grand Lodges 
of Scotland and Ireland, and to express t;) them that this United Grand 
Lodge feels with the most sensible satisfaction the fraternal interest which 
they take in the important event of this day. To assure them that it is 
the anxious desire of this Grand Lodge to maintain the most constant, cor- 
dial, and intimate, communion with the Sister Grand Lodges of the United 
Kingdom ; to which end they are persuaded that nothing is so essential as 
the preservation of one pure and unsullied system, founded on the simple 
and ancient traditions of the Craft. 

Several other Resolutions were also passed relative to the internal man* 
agement of the Fraternity; after which the United Grand Lodge was 
dosed in ample form, and with solemn prayer. 


\ 


\ 
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Plan of Freemasons? Hall , on the occasion of the Grand Assembly of Mo- 
sons, for die Union of the Two Grand Lodges of England . Dec. 27, 
1813. 
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SECTION XVII. 

History of Masonry from 1813 to 1820.’ 

Masonry is, in itself, of so retiring and unobtrusive a nature, tbat ex- 
cept in the ease of processions, &c., it rarely oomes in contact with the pub- 
lic. We have, however, to record, that in January 1815, it came under 
the Cognisance of the law, in an action tried in the Palace Court, West- 
minster 3 wherein Thomas Smith was plaintiff, and William Finch, defen- 
dant 

The plaintiff was a copper-plate printer ; and the action was brought to 
recover 4?. 2s. being the amount of work done for the defendant A plot 
was set np by Fineh, stating, that the plaintiff was indebted to him 16J. 
19s. 6 d. for making him a Mason, and giving him instructions in the vari- 
ous degrees in his Independent Lodge, at his own house near Westminster- 
bridge. It was proved by the evidence of the Rev. Dr. Hemming, Past 
Senior Grand Warden, as well as of Mr. White, and Mr. Harper, Joint 
Secretaries to the Grand Lodge, that the defendant was not authorized to 
make Masons ; ou the contrary, that his whole system Was an imposition 
on the parties who were so deceived by him ; and that no man had a right 
to make Masons for private emolument The trial occupied a considera- 
ble portion of time; and after an excellent charge from the judge, stating, 
that from the whole evidence it appeared that Finch’s conduct was alto- 
gether unjustifiable ; that he could neither make Masons nor procure them 
admission to any Lodge, and that he was totally disavowed by the Frater- 
nity ; the jnry, without hesitation, gave a verdict against Finch, to the full 
amount of the printer’s demand. 

In the year 1816, Freemasonry was revived in Russia, under the protec- 
tion of his Imperial Majesty the Emperor ; and the Grand Lodge of As- 
fcrea, at Petersburg, forwarded a communication to the Grand Lodge of 
England, inviting that august body to hold a regular correspondence with 
it; and also a reciprocal admission of Brethren of the two countries who 
should bear proper certificates or diplomas. The letter was ordered to be 
recorded in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and his Royal Highness, 
the M.W. Grand Master was solicited to reply to the communication, and 
to express the great satisfaction the Grand Lodge felt at the revival of 
Freemasonry in Russia, and the cheerfulness with which it embraced the 
proposals of the Grand Lodge of Astrea. 

On the 24th of September, 1809, a Grand Masonic Festival took place 
at Bath ; being the Dedication of the Bath Masonic Hall, with all the 
splendid ceremonials which characterize the public processions of our an- 
cient and honourable Fraternity. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, Grand. Master of the Order, 
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having graciously signified his intention of honouring the ceremony with 
his august presence, the Meeting assumed the higher title of an Assembly 
of the Supreme Grand Lodge of England, instead of that of a Provincial 
Grand Lodge . 

The procession moved from the Guildhall, to the number of between 800 
.and 900 Brethren, decorated with their different orders, emblems, ensigns, 
and ornaments, many of them of the most elegant and costly description. 
The Royal Grand Master joined the procession at York House, and walked 
uncovered to the Masonic Hall, returning most graciously the salutations 
of the immense throngs, consisting of nearly the whole population of the 
city and Surrounding country; who, delighted with the interesting ap- 
pearance of the sacred Craft, gave way for them to pass unobstructed, and 
otherwise conducted themselves in the most orderly and admirable manner. 
In the procession, the appearance of a venerable Brother, with four of his 
sons, formed a principal feature in one of the Lodges, and was pointed out 
as a truly interesting sight. 

The Ceremony teas honoured with the pretence of 

His Boyal Highness AUGUSTUS FREDERICK 
DUKE OF SUSSEX. 

K.G. and M.W.G.M. of England. 

His Grace the Duke of Leinster, K.P. and M.W.G.M. of 
Ireland. 

The Hon. Washington Shirley, B.W.P.G.M. for 
Warwickshire. 

Sir Charles Warwick Bampfylde, Bart. R.W.P.G.M. for 
Devonshire. 

Sir Wm. C. de Crespigny, Bart. M.P. and R.W.P.G.M. for 
Hampshire. 

William Williams, Esq. MP. and R.W.P.G.M. for 
Dorsetshire. 

W. H. Goldwyer, Esq. R.W.P.G.M. for Bristol. 

And many of the M. W. Officers of the Grand Lodge of England, with the 
Officers of the several Provincial Grand Lodges of Gloucestershire, De- 
} vonshire, Bristol, Somerset, Dorset, Hants and Warwickshire. 


The following were the Lodge* that attended : — 
Grand Lodge of England. , 

Somerset Provincial Grand Lodge. 
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Devon Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Gloucester 

ditto 

Bristol 

ditto 

Dorset 

ditto 

Hants 

ditto 

Warwick 

ditto 


Bath Royal Cumberland Lodge. 

— Royal York Lodge of Perfect Friendship. 
— Lodge of Virtue. 

Royal Sussex Lodge. 

Bristol Moira. 

— * Beaufort. 

Jerusalem. 

- - ■ Royal Lodge of York Union. 

Royal Sussex Lodge of Hospitality. 

— Mariners. 


Also the respective Lodges of 


Newbury. 

Poole. 

Weymouth. 

Shaftesbury 

Blandford. 

Shepton. 


Bridgewater. 

Cirencester. 

Salisbury. 

Bradford. 

Hindon. 

Swindon. 


The officers and Brethren of the several Lodges assembled in the Great 
Banqueting Room of the Guildhall! at an early hour in the morning! and 
at eleven o’clock the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. The pro- 
cession moved up High-Street! through Broad- Street, York-buildings, Mil- 
som-Street, Burton- Street, Union-Street, Stall-Street, and York-Street, to 
the Hall, in the following order : 

The Grand Tyler. 

A BAND OF MUSIC. 

Brethren, not Members of any Lodge, two and two. 

The above enumerated Lodges, according to their numbers, the 

Juniors walking first. 

A BAND OF MUSIC. 

Members of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the County of Somerest, 

viz. 

Provincial Grand Tyler. 

Provincial Grand Organist. 

Provincial Grand Sword-Bearer. 

Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works. 

Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies. 
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Provincial Grand Deacons. 

Provincial Grand Secretary, 

Provincial Grand Registrar, bearing the Seal of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge. 

Provincial Grand Treasurer. 

Provincial Grand Chaplain. 

Provincial Junior Grand Warden. 

Provincial Senior Grand Warden. 

A BAND OF MUSIC. 

A Steward { Banner of UmtedGraad Lodge J A g(ewafd 

Officers of the Grand Lodge of England, 

The Grand Usher with his staff. 

Two Grand Stewards. 

Grand Organist. 

< Grand Superintendent of Works. 

Grand Director of Ceremonies. 

Grand Deacons. 

The Grand Secretary bearing tbe Book of Constitutions. 

The Grand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal. 

The Grand Treasurer. 

The Grand Chaplain. 

Provincial Grand Masters, each preceded by his Banner. 
Deputy Provincial* Grand Master for Somerset. 

The Pillar of the Junior Grand Warden. 

The Junior Grand Warden. 

The Pillar of the Senior Grand Warden, f 
The Senior Grand Warden. 


The Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master. 


A Steward 
A Steward 


Visitor . His Grace tbe Duke of} 
LEINSTER, Grand Master of y 
Ireland, preceded by his Banner. ) 
The Banner of H. R. H. the Duke i 
of Sussex, Grand Master. ) 


A Steward 
A Steward 


Grand Sword-Bearer. 


C Tbe Most Worshipful Grand 

Two Stewards \ Master, his Royal Highness f Two Stewards 
( The DUKE OF SUSSEX. J 
Two Grand Stewards. 


[• Via the P. G. M., absent, through indbpontton.] 

t In conaequence of an irregularity oa the part of one of the Lodges attending this 
meeting, it may be useful for the masonic world to know, that the M. W. Grand Mas- 
ter has given directions that in all future processions, whether of the United Grand 
Lodge, or of a Provincial one, the Wardens of the subordinate Lodgea cannot be per 
mitted to carry their Columns. 
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I.. SH-rf. \ “• H ' ** j T.. Stan* 

Grand Stewards. 

Grand Tyler. 

When the head of the procession arrived at the Hall, the Brethren di«* 
vided to the right and left, for the Most Worshipful Grand Master, his 
Officers, the Provincial Grand Masters, &c. to pass np the centre, preceded 
by their banners. None but Masters, Past Masters, Wardens, and the 
several Provincial Grand Lodges, were present at the Dedication, which 
ceremony was performed by the Royal Grand Master with most impressive 
effect ; in the course of which were introduced occasional strains of instru- 
mental music, and the duet of “ Here thall soft Charity” by Brothers 
Harrington and Rolle. The Members then returned in due order to the 
Guildhall, where they met there other Brethren, and immediately after- 
wards the Royal Grand Master entered the large room, where the Lodge 
had been opened. 

His Royal Highness then addressed the Brethren in an oration replete 
with the most affectionate sentiments, and, in the true spirit of Masonry,, 
identifying himself with those by whom he was surrounded. He expressed 
the very great satisfaction he enjoyed at the kind manner in which he had 
been received, and said he had journeyed from town actuated by the same 
fraternal feelings. His Royal Highness proceeded to enlarge upon several 
points connected with the sacred Order, which it would be improper to 
publish. He felt the highest gratification in observing that the spirit and 
principles of Masonry were daily extending themselves. It was an Insti- 
tution, the rules of which, if duly followed, could not fail to make its Bre- 
thren valuable members of soeiety. Some years ago, when all ot^er secret 
societies were looked upon by the legislature of the country with a jealqua 
eye, the government had expressed itself satisfied of the honest intentions 
of the members of this Institution : a protection and approbation for which 
the Craft were in a great measure indebted to the exertions of their patron r 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and their Most Noble Brother the 
Marquis of Hastings, now Governor-General of India. His Royal High- 
ness concluded his address amidst the most enthusiastic marks of approba- 
tion from the assembled Brethren : indeed, the fraternal spirit which 
breathed throughout the whole of his Royal Highness’s spCeeh excited 
feelings in the auditors which it would be impossible for us adequately ta 
describe. 

The Officers of the several Provincial Grand Lodges were then individ- 
ually presented to His Royal Highness, and were delighted with the con- 
descending and fraternal manner in which they were received ; after which, 
the Lodge was closed in due form, and the Brethren adjourned. 

About six o’clock the Brethren, amounting to between four and five 
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hundred in number, sat down to a most elegant dinner, at the Kingston 
Rooms. His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex presided, supported on 
his left by his Grace the Duke of Leinster : the table at which he sat be- 
ing elevated above the others. The several Provincial Grand Officers had 
the privilege of being admitted to the table of the M. W. G. Master. At 
intervals, during dinner, his Royal Highness, in the most condescending 
manner, invited the Brothers, at each table separately, to take a cup of 
good fellowship with him. On the removal of thd cloth, his Royal High- 
ness gave a variety of Masonic and other toasts, introducing each in the 
happiest way : the first being, " The King God blest him after which 
the national anthem, God save the King, was sung, the whole of the com- 
pany standing and joining in chorus with heart and voice. Between each 
toast the party were much delighted with some most beautiful glees sung 
by the professional Brethren present with infinite taste and science. 

About ten o'clock the Duke of Sussex took his leave of the company, 
amid peals of applause, the heart of each Brother present overflowing with 
zeal, gratitude, and affection, elicited by the remarkable amenity of his 
manners and the attention he had shown to every Mason present. The 
Duke of Leinster then took the chair for a short time when the health of 
his Royal Highness was again drunk with the utmost enthusiasm. 

The fraternal band did not break up till a late hour. 

The next day (his Royal Highness having first received the Sheriffs of 
Bristol, deputed, we believe, to invite his Royal Highness to that city,) 
the Royal Duke arrived at the Guildhall, where he was received by the 
Mayor, and the greater part of the Body Corporate, in their Civic Robes. 
Being ushered into tho Banqueting Room, G. H. Tugwell, Esq., (the 
Mayor) addressed the Royal Visitor in nearly the following words 

“ I have the honour to present to your Royal Highness the Freedom of 
the Ancient and Loyal City of Bath, which has been unanimously voted 
to your Royal Highness, by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, 
in Common Hall assembled ; and which we humbly beg your Royal High- 
ness will be graciously pleased to accept, as a proof of our most profound 
respect for your Royal person, and of our firm attachment to your illustri- 
ous house. 

The Freedom was delivered to his Royal Highness in a gold box, of ex- 
quisite workmanship, on the inside of which the Bath Arms were admira- 
bly engraved — the outside was beautifully chased in coloured gold; the 
border displaying the rose, thistle, and shamrock. 

His Royal Highness then addressed the Corporation in a manner at once 
eloquent, affhble, and dignified ; the substanoe of which is embodied in 
the following brief sketoh : — 
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“Mr. MAYOR, ALDERMEN, and GENTLEMEN of the COMMOM 
COUNCIL, 

“ Believe me, that I truly appreciate the honour you confer on me in 
thus enrolling my name among the Freemen of this ancient and loyal city. 
I feel it peculiarly so, as the names of several of my family appear on the 
same list ; and as I have always heard of the distinguished attention paid 
in this City to members of the Royal Family who have occasionally visited 
it. I regard this mark of esteem as an additional link in that chain of 
affection which I am proud to see exists between bis Majesty’s subjects and 
our afflicted Monarch 3 as every tribute of regard to any individual Branch 
of the Royal Family must be considered as a loyal testimony of veneration 
to the best of men, now labouring under afflictions which we all poignantly 
deplore. I have lately visited several parts of this kingdom, and am highly 
gratified in observing increasing attachment to the existing government. 
It will be recollected that our gracious Monarch, in his first speech after 
he ascended the throne, said, “ Born and educated in this country, I glory 
in the name of Briton 3 ” — and with the like proud feelings, I boast of be- 
longing to a people so firmly devoted to the enviable Constitution of this 
United Kingdom.” 

The Mayor then presented the Members of the Corporation individually 
to his Royal Highness 3 to each of whom he spoke with the utmost polite- 
ness, attention, and afiability. 

His Royal Highness aeoepted the invitation of the Corporation to din- 
ner at the Hall on the following day. 


The next Masonic ceremony, of any particular distinction, took place in 
Scotland. It was the laying of the foundation-stone of a monument to 
the memory of Burns, the Ayrshire poet, at Alloway Kirk, in Ayrshire, 
on the 25th of January 1820 3 being the anniversary of his natal day. 

The several neighbouring Lodges assembled, agreeably to intimation, on 
tbe Race-ground, about 11 o’clock, in separate detachments, bearing their 
various insignia, and accompanied with bands of music. After having 
been arranged in due order, via 


Mother Kilwinning 

- ‘ • No. — 

Maybole 

10 

Kilmarnock St. John’s - 

24 

Newmills 

46 

Glasgow Patrick Kilwinning 

64 

Monkton Navigation 

. - 41 

Ayr Kilwinning 

128 
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Newton Ayr St. James's 

• 

- 

124 

Kilmarnock St. Andrew's 



125 

Stewarton Thistle 


m 

126 

Tarbolton St. David's 


• 

131 

Tarbolton St. James's 


m 

133 

Irvine St Andrew’s 



147 

Ayr Royal Arch 



168 

Stevens ton Thistle and Rose 



167 

Maybole Royal Arch 



* 197 

Muirkirk St. Thomas's 



200 

Riccarton St Clement's 



201 

Ayr and Renfrew St. Paul's • 



203 

Ayr Newton St Andrew's - 



209 

Fenwick Moira 



221 

Old Cumnock St Barnabas' - 



230 

Mauchline St. Mungo's 



240 

Kilmarnock St. James's 



270 


they walked in procession to the site of the Monument ; and there, having 
formed themselves into an extensive circle, the Most Worshipful Depute 
Grand Master, Alexander Boswell, of Auchinleck, Esq., proceeded to ley 

Note. 

[A Communication from my friend James Dohie,Esq. of Leith, in Scot- 
land, contains the following remarks on the origin and pro g r es s of Free- 
masonry in that part of the island. “ It is generally admitted that Ma- 
sonry was first established at Kilwinning, where a stately monastery w» 
founded A. D. 1140. I find in the notes to a poem published at Paris in 
1820, entitled, “ La Magonnerie," that “ Jacques, Lord Stewart, regut 
dans so loge a' Kilwin en Ecosse, en 1826, les comtes de Glocester et Ul- 
ster, Tun Anglois, 1'autre Irlandois.'' This was the year in which Alex- 
ander III. died ; and, if the authority be correct, it shows that the Stewart 
family were distinguished in Scotland, before they came to the Crown. — 
James I. patronized Kilwinning Lodge, and presided as Grand Master un- 
til he got one chosen by the brethren, and approved of by him. To this 
officer an annual salary was paid by all the Lodges in the kingdom, and he 
had deputies in the different counties. In the reign of James II. the 
office was made hereditary in the noble family of St. Clair of Kosslyn, 
where it continued until 1787, when William St. Clair of Rosslyn, Esq., 
resigned in favour of the brethren, and with the view of instituting the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. The Mother Lodge of Kilwinning, long after 
the institution of the Grand Lodge, continued to act independently, and 
to grant charters to other Lodges as formerly. This gave rise to disputes, 
which it was desirable for the credit of the Fraternity to avoid; and at 
length, in 1807, Mother Kilwinning agreed to hold of the Grand Lodge, 
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the foundation-stone, and also deposited a plate, bearing the following in- 
scription : — 

BY THK FAVOUR OF ALMIGHTY GOD, 

On the Twenty-fifth day of January, A. D. M^DCCCXX. 

Of the JEra of Masonry 5820, 

And in the Sixtieth Year of the Reign of our beloved 
Sovereign George the Third, 

His Royal Highness George Prince of Wales being 
Regent of the United Kingdom, 

And a munificent Subscriber to the Edifice, 

The Foundation Stone of this Monument, 

Ereoted by publio Subscription in Honour of the Genius o* 
Robert Burns, 

The AYRSHIRE POET, 
was laid 

By Alexander Boswell, Esq., of Auchinleck, M. P. 

Worshipful Depute Grand Master of the Most Ancient 
Mother Lodge Kilwinning, 

(Attended by all the Mason Lodges in Ayrshire) 

According to the ancient usages of Masonry. 

Thomas Hamilton, junior, Edinburgh, Architect 
John Connel, junior, Builder and Contractor. 

After which, the Most Worshipful Depute Grand Master exhibited the 
corn and the wine, &c., in true masonic style, and delivered the following 
address : — 

Brethren, — May corn, wine, and oil abound ; may all that is useful and 
ornamental be cultivated amongst us ; and may all that can invigorate the 
body, or elevate the soul, shed their blest influence on our native land. 

We have at length assembled to pay a grateful, although a tardy tributo 
to the genius of Robert Burns, our Ayrshire Poet, and the Bard of Coila. 
There surely lives not the man so dull, so flinty, or phlegmatic, who could 
witness this event without emotion. But to those whose heart-strings have 
.thrilled responsive to the chords of the Poet's lyre — whose bosoms have 
swelled, like his, with love and friendship, with tenderness and sympathy, 
have glowed with patriotism, or panted for glory — this hour must be an 
hour of exultation. Whether we consider the time, the place, or the eir- 

thereby renouncing all right to grant charters in future. Kilwinning was 
placed at the head of the roll of the Grand Lodge under the denomination 
of “ Mother Kilwinning,” and its master for the time being was declared 
the Provincial Grand Master over the Ayrshire district. Other minor re- 
gulations were adopted, and these put an end to all disputes about Masonic 
precedency.”] 
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cnraatances, there is enough to interest in each ; but these combined, and 
at once in operation on our feelings and our fancies — his muse, alas ! is 
mute, who could alone have dared to paint the proud breathings of such 
an assembly at such a moment 

When we consider the time, we cannot forget that this day is the anni* 
versary of that which gave our Poet to the light of Heaven. Bleak is the 
prospect around us ; the wood, the hawthorn, and “ the birken-shaw,” are 
leafless ; not a thrush has yet essayed to clear the furrowed brow of winter ; 
but this we know shall pass away, give place, and be succeeded, by the 
buds of spring and the blossoms of summer. Chill and cheerless was our 
Poet's natal day ; but soon the wild flowers of poesy sprung as it were be- 
neath his boyish tread ; they opened as he advanced, expanded as he ma- 
tured, until he revelled in all the riohness of luxurianee. Poverty and 
disappointment hung frowning aronnd him, and haunted his path ; but, 
soothed and charmed by the fitful visits of his native muse, and crowned, 
as in a vision, with the holy wreath, he wantoned in a fairy land, the bright 
creation of his own vivid and enwrapt imagination. His musings have 
been our delight. Men of the loftiest talents, and of taste the most re- 
fined, have praised them ; — men of strong and ^sterling, but untutored in 
tellect, have admired them : — the poet of the heart is the poet of man- 
kind. 

When we consider the place, let ns remember that these very scences 
which we now look upon awakened in his youthful breast that animating 
spark which burst upon the world in a blaze of inspiration. In yonder 
cottage he first drew breath : in that depository of the lowly dead sleeps 
the once humble, now immortal, model of the cottage life — there rests his 
pious father — and there it was his fond and anxious wish that his dust 
should have been mingled with the beloved and kindred ashes. — Below us 
flows the Doon, the classic Doon, but made classic by his harmony ; there, 
gliding through the woods, and laving his banks and braes, he rolls his 
clear and " far-fetch'd waters” to the ocean. Before us stand the ruins of 
Kirk Alloway, shrouded in all the mystic imagery with which it is envel- 
oped by his magic spells — Kirk Alloway ! to name it is enough. 

If, then, the time and place are so congenial with our fond impressions, 
the circumstances which have enabled us to carry into effect this comme- 
moration of our Bard, must givp delight to every enthusiastic mind. In 
every region where our language is heard, the song of Burns gives rap- 
ture — and from every region, and from climes the most remote, the votive 
offerings, if poured iu to aid our undertaking, And the edifice which we 
have now begun, shall stand a proud and lasting testimony of the world's 
admiration. Not on the banks of Doon alone, or hermit Ayr, or the roman- 
tic Lngar, echo repeats the songs of Burns ; but amid the wild forests of 
Columbia, and scorching plains of Indostan — on the banks of the Missis* 
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sippi, the St Lawrence, and the Ganges, his heart-touching melody floats 
upon the breeie. ; 

This Monument rises like the piled Cairn over our warriors of old — each 
man casts a stone ; and in honour of him, the son of a cotter, and himself 
a ploughman, our Prince, with the true feelings of true greatness, and 
more illustrious by this aet of generosity, pays here his tribute at the 
shrine of genius. May the work prosper ; and when happily completed, 
then may it tell to future generations, that the age which could produce a 
Burns, was rich also in those who could appreciate his talents, and who, 
while they felt and owned the power of his muse, have honoured his name. 

This speech, which was delivered with much energy and feeling, was re- 
ceived with enthusiastic applause. The Rev. H. Paul, of Broughton, then 
concluded the ceremony with a suitable Prayer ; when the whole Masonio 
body, joined by an immense crowd of spectators, gave three hearty cheers, 
and the procession returned in order to the town of Ayr. 

After lodging the Most Worshipful Grand Master in due form, the sev- 
eral Lodges proceeded to their respective Lodge Rooms, where they spent 
the evening in the greatest harmony. The decorations of some of the 
Lodges were very splendid ; and the bands of music which accompanied 
them had a very imposing effect, and, notwithstanding the unfavourable- 
ness of the day, brought forth an immense crowd of spectators. 

About seven o'clock, deputations arrived at the Grand Lodge ; when 
many patriotic toasts were given, together with many songs and speeches, 
highly appropriate to the occasion. 

Mr. Boswell, in drinking as a toast, “ The Admirers of Burns," took oc- 
casion to notice some particulars relative to the subscriptions which had 
been obtained for the monument : and among those gentlemen who had 
particularly interested themselves in the business, he mentioned in terms 
of high respect, Sir James Shaw, Bart., and William Fairlie, Esq., of Lon- 
don. He said that through the exertions of these gentlemen large sums 
had been remitted, in furtherance of the undertaking, from the East In- 
dies, from America, and from the Metropolis, where a higher enthuaiasm 
in favour of Burns and his writings seemed to prevail than in his native 
country. This, however, was not to be wondered at ; because the glowing 
descriptions which he gives of scenes and feelings so congenial to Scotch- 
men, must have an effect proportionate to the distance to which they are 
removed from their native land. 

32 
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SECTION X Till. 

History of Masonry from 1820 to 1823. 

A new era of Masonry now opens to onr view. By the accession of his 
Most Gracious Majesty King George IV. to the throne of his ancestors* 
we are furnished with a decisive weapon to counteract the foul imputations 
of Barruel, Robison* and others, that our society is the cradle where in- 
subordination and treason are nurtured and brought to maturity. Nor did 
the Grand Lodge omit this opportunity of declaring their attachment to 
the person* and adherence to the laws and institutions* of their revered 
monarch. At a quarterly communication* holden the 8th March 1820* the 
Grand Master* in the chair* called the attention of the Grand Lodge to the 
heavy and melancholy loss which the nation had sustained by the death of 
the late venerable sovereign King George III.* and also of his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Kent* and submitted* that before any other business was 
transacted, it would be proper to move addresses of condolence to be pre- 
sented to his present Majesty on these melancholy events ; which was un- 
animously agreed to* and the following addresses were presented in the 
name and on the behalf of the fraternity* by his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex* G. M.* on the 10th of May : — 

ADDRESS TO HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE IY. ON HIS ACCES- 
SION. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We your Majesty's most dutiful and faithful subjects* the Grand Mas- 
ter* Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Brethren of the United Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England* with all humility and 
respect* approach your royal presence. 

We request* Sire* your gracious permission to condole with your Majesty 
on the death of our late most excellent Sovereign* your revered and ven- 
erable father. 

We beg leave also* at the same time* to offer our most cordial congratu- 
lations on ydur Majesty's accession to the Throne of this United King- 
dom. 

While the signal events which have characterised* and the splendid 
triumphs which have accompanied* a reign of unexampled length* ex- 
tended by the wisdom and energies of your Majesty* when holding the 
reigns of Government* during a Regency of many years* will be commem- 
orated by the pen of the historian* it is our more pleasing duty to contest 
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plate and dwell on the peaceful virtues and the moral qualities which 
adorned his late Majesty, and endeared him to his people. 

As Masons, interested in the progress of useful knowledge, and the dis- 
semination of intellectual truth, we beheld with delight the encourage- 
ment which his late Majesty afforded to science, the patronage which he 
bestowed on the liberal arts, and the facility he gave to the diffusion of 
learning by supporting the cause of early and general education. 

To your Majesty we do not look in vain for the exercise of similar vir- 
tues, for the continuance of such blessings to the whole community. Ia 
the native benevolence of your Majesty’s mind we place our fullest confi- 
dence, whilst we indulge the fondest hopes. 

The sceptre of this kingdom is now wielded by the hand of a Freema- 
son : the honour, Sire, which is thus conferred on the Craft, must be duly 
felt and appreciated by every individual brother. Fortunately for the best 
interests of Masonry, the supreme authority over our Order was vested ia 
your Majesty at an early period ; and from a thorough knowledge of the 
principles of our fraternity, your Majesty was graciously pleased, in pre- 
senting the dutiful Address of our community to your Koyal Father in the 
year 1793, to declare that u the Freemasons of England yielded to no sub. 
jects of the realm, in the love of their country, and in loyal attachment 
to the sacred person of the Sovereign of these Realms.” 

These sentiments are now further confirmed by the exertion of your 
Royal influence in procuring for the brethren that facility and tranquility 
of assembling, of which they otherwise would have been deprived by Acta 
of Parliament, prohibiting, in general, all secret meetings. 

In the confidence of entertaining the same sentiments of duty and affeo- 
tion for your Majesty’s sacred person, we humbly entreat your Majesty 
will continue to us your fostering care and protection as Patron of our 
community ; which title, Sire, you were graciously pleased to accept from 
the fraternity at large, whilst presiding as Regent over the destinies of this 
country. 

It remains for us now to invoke, with fervent prayer, the Great Archi- 
tect aod Ruler of the Universe, that the blessings of Heaven may descend 
upon your Royal person ; that your Majesty’s gracious intentions to pro- 
mote the welfare of your subjects, and to support the honour of your 
Crown, maybe brought to a successful issue; and that your Majesty’s 
throne may be permanently fixed upon the same sure and solid foundation 
upon which it now stands — the united affections of a free and loyal people. 

Given in Grand Lodge, at Freemasons’ Hall, this 8th day of March, 

1820. 

Augustus Frederick, G. M. 
Dundas, P G. M. 


William H. White, 
Edw. Harper, 
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His Majesty was most graciously pleased to reoeive this and the follow- 
ing address with the utmost complacency, and to confirm to the society 
the continuance of his royal patronage, which must for ever silence the 
voice of calumny, and satisfy the world that the opinions of those who 
would impute treasonable designs to our institution, are nothing but the 
crude offspring of jealous doubt and dark conjecture. The royal arms, 
and title of his Majesty as Patron, were then engraven at the head of 
the Grand Lodge certificate, as a public testimony of the exalted sanction 
under which Masonry had now the honour of being placed. 

ADDRESS TO HIS MAJESTY ON THE DEATH OF HIS ROYAL 
HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF KENT. 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Brethren of 
the United Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England in 
Grand Lodge assembled, most sensibly participating in every subject of 
grief to your Majesty and your august family, thus most dutifully crave 
leave to offer our heartfelt condolence on the demise of your Majesty’s 
illustrious brother, his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, a Past Grand 
Master of our ancient and venerable Order. 

Our devoted attachment to your Majesty’s august person did not permit 
us to blend our sorrows on this melancholy event, with the declaration of 
our affliction occasioned by the death of our late Sovereign of blessed me- 
mory ; but although ceremonial forms may have separated these expres- 
sions, our augmented feelings of grief on this twofold calamity were 
united. 

In all humanity, therefore, we fervently pray the Great Architect of the 
Universe, to take your Majesty, and every member of the Illustrious House 
of Brunswick, under his most especial favour and protection ; that he will 
deign to bless them with uninterrupted health and long life, to their own 
felicity and comfort, and to the never ceasing prosperity of this United 
Kingdom. * 

Given in Grand Lodge, at Freemasons’ Hall, this 8th day of March; 

1820. 

Augustus Frederick, G. M. 
Dundas, D. G. M. 

William H. White, ) a 

Edw. Harper, $ 

To commemorate the auspicious circumstances which plaoed the patron- 
age of Masonry under the superintendence of the sovereign of these realms, 
his Royal Highness the Grand Master was pleased to present to the Grand 


Digitized by 


Goo gle 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY. 


501 


Lodge a superb carved and gilt chair, the back and seat of which are cov- 
ered with very rich blue velvet, to be used as a chair for the Deputy Graud 
Master ) and also four smaller chairs to correspond, as seat 3 for brethren 
of distinction. This splendid present was received with gratitude, and it 
Was unanimously “ Resolved, that the Grand Lodge, highly honoured at 
all times by the zeal and attention which his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, the M. W. Grand Master, manifests for the best interests and com- 
fort of the Craft, cannot refrain, on this particular occasion, from expres- 
sing to his Royal Highness its grateful acknowledgments for this additional 
mark of his liberality and paternal kindness.” 

About this time, some incipient symptoms of an inclination to disturb 
the harmony and tranquility which had characterized the proceedings of 
Masonry since the union, appeared in the proceedings of certain lodges in 
the north of England. The lodge No. 31, holden at Liverpool, having 
violated an essential regulation of Masonry,* and being found contuma- 
cious by the Provincial Grand Master, was regularly suspended. The dis- 
putes had commenced so early as 1818 ; and in December of that year, a 
communication was made to the Grand Lodge, by the Provincial Grand 
Secretary for Lancashire, suggesting that some regulation was necessary re* 
lative to the number of brethren requisite to constitute a legal Lodge, with 
competent powers to perform the rite of initiation, and transact other gen- 
eral business. To this application the Board for General Purposes replied, 
that “ The subject is one which has undergone a great deal of discussion 
and consideration, especially on the late revision of the laws. But it is a 
matter of so much delicacy and difficulty, that it was thought advisable 
not to depart from that silence on the subject which had been observed in 
all the Books of Constitution.” 

In the latter end of 1819, a memorial was addressed to the M. W. 
Grand Master, from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Lancashire, on a sub- 
ject, which, at a subsequent meeting of that body, was considered impro- 
per, and the Grand Master was requested to allow it to be withdrawn. His 
Royal Highness, therefore, did not deem it necessary to intimate to the 
Grand Lodge, or to the Board of General Purposes, that such a document 
had been transmitted to him. Although this withdrawal was perfectly 
voluntary on the part of the Provincial Grand Lodge, yet the Brethren of 
No. 31, having taken an erroneous view of the circumstances, elevated it 
iuto an occasion of dissatisfaction and complaint, and instituted an accusa- 
tion against the Board of General Purposes, in which they cited this as 

• This rule is a9 follows: “ No Brother shall presume to print or publish, or cause 

to be printed or published, the proceedings of any Lodge, nor any part thereof, or the 
’flames of the persons present at such Lodge, without the direction of the Grand Mas- 
ter, or the Provincial Grand Master, under pain of being expelled from th* order.”— 
(Const. “Of Members,” Art. 6.) 
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4i a case where the Board had detaiDed a communication from the Provin- 
cial Grand Lodge for the county of Lancaster, which consists of sixty-two 
lodges on record ; consequently, if the Board for General Purposes acted 
thus, without the authority of the Grand Lodge, we consider their conduct 
highly reprehensible ; and if, on the other hand, the Grand Lodge gave 
them power to act in this manner, then we consider it a dangerous innova- 
tion upon the landmarks of our Order/ 1 Ac., &o., Ac. Thus they argued 
upon false grounds, for the Board had no knowledge of the document 
which had been restored to the P. G. Lodge at its own request 

From this time until the beginning of the year 1821, it should appear 
that the breach was widened, for in the month of March the P. G. Master 
dispatched a p&roel to the Board, containing charges prefered by Brother 
H. Lucas against Brothers Thomas Page and M. A. Gage, of the Lodge 
No. 31 ; and a copy of the order for the suspension of that Lodge. As 
that officer had not investigated the charges himself, the papers were re- 
turned, and the Board declined interfering with them in their present 
shape. 

It might be rationally conceived that the members of Lodge No. 31, oh 
receiving the order of suspension, would have endeavoured to reduce the 
points in dispute into as narrow a compass as existing circumstances would 
allow, for the purpose of eliciting an amicable and satisfactory termination, 
that the scienoe of Masonry might not be brought into disrepute by the 
effects of division and disunion amongst its professors. This they unfor- 
tunately failed to do. They omitted to seize the critical moment ; and 
having passed the rubicon, all hope of future arrangement was at an end. 
They did not even appeal to the Grand Lodge against the order of suspen- 
sion, although it was denounced as arbitrary and unjust; but held their 
accustomed meetings, and transacted masonic business as usual ; they ma- 
terially aggravated their case by the circulation amongst the lodges of in- 
temperate manifestos, full of harsh and indecorous language ; and in their 
seal for the production of authorities in justification of their own conduct, 
and the crimination of the constituted authorities, they entirely overlooked 
that one grand charge, which, like a crown of pure gold, decorates and 
adorns the glorious superstructure of Freemasonry, “ The rulers and gov- 
ernors, supreme and subordinate, are to be obeyed in their respective sta- 
tions by all the brethren, according to the old charges and regulations, with 
all humility, reverence, love and alacrity.” 

To terminate these unhappy disputes successfully, the P. G. Master sum- 
moned the erring brethren before him without effect ; and his precept was 
met by the following Resolution, which was agreed to by the members of 
Lodge No. 31, on the 9th July, 1821 
“ Resolved unanimously, that we will not enter into any negociatioD} 
nor appear before any committee or masonic tribunal whatever, until the 
P. G. Master has furnished us with a copy of the charge exhibited against 
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our Lodge, and with the names of our accusers, nor until he has commanded 
ltichard James Greesham to restore the property which he removed from 
our Lodge, under the pretence of committing it to the cue of the P. G. 
Master for safety.” 

The P. G. Master under a suspicion that some latent prejudice might 
exist in the minds of these Brethren against himself, deputed his authority 
to the Master of another Lodge in Liverpool, (No. 38,) directing him to 
convene a meeting of all the Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens, of every 
Lodge in that place, to investigate the conduct of the accused Brethren ; 
for the defection had extended to other Lodges, whose members appeared 
determined to advocate the, cause of No. 31. In the month of August 
this committee met, and the charges were regularly brought forward; but 
after two or three days of fruitless discussion, the meeting dissolved with- 
out having accomplished any satisfactory result ; and the Brethren of No. 
31 published a detailed account of these proceedings, under date of Sept. 
19, 1821, highly impregnated with the angry feelings which then prevailed 
in their minds ; and this document was pronounced by the Grand Lodge, 
at the succeeding quarterly communication, to be u a direct violatibn of 
the laws of the Craft, p. 84, Art. 6. Book of Constitutions, and forming a 
sufficient ground to coutinue the suspension of the Lodge No. 31.” 

In November 1821, another attempt was made for the adjustment of 
this unhappy dispute. The Deputy P. G. Master went over to Liverpool, 
and having formed a meeting composed of the chairman of the late com- 
mittee, and six other brothers, issued an especial summons to the Master 
of No. 31, to appear personally before him with the warrant papers and 
evidences of the Lodge. No attention was paid to this summons except 
by referring the D. P. G. Master once more to the Resolution of the 9th 
July ; thus violating a fundamental law of Masonry,* and the former sus- 
pension was again confirmed. The Lodge now, with the advice and con- 
currence of its abettors, published that fatal manifesto which was decisive 
of its fate. 

This paper attracted the attention of the Grand Master, in his private 
capacity as Master of the Lodge of Antiquity, and he addressed the fol- 
lowing letter to the P.G. Master : — 

Freemasons' Hall , London , 15^ Dec., 1821. 

R. W. Brother, 

We have received the commands of the M. W. Grand Master, the Duke 
of Sussex, to acquaint you, that his Royal Highness has received, as Mas- 

• “The Matter and Wardens of every Lodge shall attend the Grand Master or his 
deputy, or the Provincial Grand Master or his deputy, or and bohrd or committee 
authorised by the Grand Lodge ; and produce the warrant, minutes, ann books of th# 
Lodge, when summoned so to do, under pain of tusptneion, and being reported to th« 
next Grand Lodge/' (Const. Art. 11. Of Masters and Wardens of Lodges.) 
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ter of the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 2, the Copy of a printed Circular, 
dated u Masonic Committee-Room, Castle Inn, North Liverpool, 26th No- 
vember, 1821,” and which paper purports to come from Brothers Thomas 
Page, W. M. of No. 31, M. A. Gage, P. M. of same, and thirty -two other 
Brethren, Officers or Past Officers of various Lod'ges in your Province ; 
and to give the proceedings or sentiments of a meeting held on the said 
26th November. Annexed to the said Letter is the Copy of an Address 
transmitted to the M. W. Grand Master by the Provincial Grand Lodge, 
on 27th September, 1819; and, also, Copy of a Letter sent by the Lodge, 
No. 31, to the R. W. Provincial Grand Master, under date of 30th August 
last. The Grand Master views the publication of these matters as a most 
offensive proceeding, and in direct violation of the Laws of the Craft. He, 
therefore, directs that you will ascertain whether the individuals, whose 
names appear to that paper did actually subscribe the original from which 
it is copied, and also gave their sanction to its publication. And, further, 
that you will suspend from their privileges as Masons, such Brethren as 
shall be proved to have so acted, and make a report to his Royal Highness 
what you may do, that he may take the measures requisite in the said 
affair. 

In making this communication, the M. W. Grand Master commands us 

farther to remark upon the contents of the paper, dated 26th November 
last, that, as to the observations made by the Provincial Grand Lodge upon 
the number of Members necessary to remain together, to enable them to 
continue their Lodge in existence, an answer was sent to the Provincial 
Grand Secretary, on 5th January, 1819, by order of the Board of General 
Purposes, stating, that the subject was one of great delicacy ; and, there- 
fore, it had been felt advisable, in the new Book of Constitution, to pre- 
serve the same silence in regard thereto as had been observed in all the 
former editions; and such opinion has ever been held by the Grand 
Lodge. 

That the address of the 27 th September, 1819, was received by the M. 
W. Grand Master sealed, having been transmitted direct to him, and not 
sent through the Board ; that, upon perusal, his Royal Highness found it 
to contain questions relative to the Order of the Royal Arch, whioh could 
not, under any circumstances, be discussed in the Grand Lodge ; and he, 
therefore, never communicated the receipt of it, nor any part of its con- 
tents, either to the Grand Lodge or to the Board of General Purposes ; 
consequently the Board was wholly ignorant of such Address having been 
sent ; and, as it was subsequently withdrawn as improper, the Grand Mas- 
ter had hoped the matter had been set at rest 

That the Board of General Purposes possesses no powers but suoh as have 
been delegated to it by the United Grand Lodge, and to which body an 
appeal is reserved in all cases. 
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That the Board is not the only channel of communication with the 
Grand Lodge; on the contrary, all petitions, appeals, &c., for that Body, 
addressed to the Grand Secretary, and transmitted at least seven days prior 
to any Quarterly Communication, so that the same may be read at the 
General Committee, which meets on the Wednesday previous to the Grand 
Lodge, must, as a matter of course, go to the Grand Lodge, provided the 
language be proper ; and every Member of the Grand Lodge is at liberty 
to bring any subject under discussion there, provided he give notice at the 
said General Committee of his intention so to do. 

If the meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge, held at Preston, in 1820, 
or any of the proceedings there adopted, were irregular, the Members who 
held such an opinion might have preferred their complaint in the proper 
quarter ; but which they have never done. 

His Royal Highness directs, that this letter may be communicated to the 
Provincial Grand Lodge on Monday next, for the information of the Bre- 
thren who may be then assembled, not as an answer to the printed paper 
alluded to, because the printing of such paper, and the meeting on the 
26th November last, are both so illegal, that no answer could be given to 
them; but because the Grand Master is desirous that the Brethren, who 
have seen the paper, may, at least, be informed of the fallacious grounds 
on which it is framed, although such paper, being illegal, could form no 
part of the proceedings of a Lodge, or be recognized by them. 

We have the honour to be, 

Right Worshipful Brother, 

Your most obedient servants and faithful Brothers, 

William H. White \ n a 
Edw. Harper, j u * °* 

The primitive intention of these Brethren might spring from a right 
principle ; for their motive, as they themselves profess, was a jealous con - 
erm for the maintenance of the ancient lawn and usages of the order ; but 
how proper soever this feeling might be, they failed altogether in the details ; 
and their subsequent conduct violated almost every law that was applica- 
ble to their case. Their disobedience could not be palliated by the plea 
of necessity or expediency ; and the language which they made use of in 
their communications to the Brethren and the Grand Lodge, was neither 
masonic nor respectful. Instead of a calm and temperate recapitulation 
of the points they desired to illustrate, they dealt largely in amplification ; 
made use of irritating and exaggerated statements of facts ; and even bor- 
dered upon menaces, with the intention of intimidating the Grand Lodge 
by the dread of another schism. They laboured under the grievous error 
of supposing that Boards and superior officers, although lawfully consti- 
tuted, possessed no authority ; and that as all Masters, Past Meters, and 
Wardens, are ex-officio members of the Grand Lodge, so the svts of a com- 
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petent number of snob members, wheresoever assembled, are equally valid 
and binding ; forgetting that as no private Lodge can be legally held with- 
out its Master, or his legitimate substitute, so no Grand Lodge can possi- 
bly be constituted, how numerous soever its members may be, except the 
Grand Master, or a deputy regularly appointed by himself, were actually 
present They even pursued this principle so far as to convene a general 
meeting of Masons in the oounty palatine of Lancaster, without the con- 
currence of the P. G. Master or his Deputy ; and in their eagerness to con- 
firm their own acts by the countenance of such an authority, they totally 
lost sight of the plain construction of that simple law, by virtue of which 
the decree of suspension had been issued and confirmed, that “ if any Bro- 
ther be summoned to attend the Grand Master or his Deputy, or the P. G. 
M. or his Deputy, or any board or committee authorized by the G. Master, 
and do not comply, or give sufficient reason for his non-attend&noe, the sum. 
mons is to be repeated, and if he still persists in his contumacy, he shall be 
suspended from all masonic rights, and the proceeding notified to the G L.* 

The P. G. Master, finding all attempts to settle the question ineffectual, 
transmitted the documents to the Board of General Purposes ; and that 
body, now that the subject was brought regularly before them, proceeded 
without delay to the performance of their duty ; and in the examination 
of the charges they appear to have been actuated by a desire to discharge 
that duty faithfully and impartially. On the 5th of December 1821, they 
made their Report to the Grand Lodge, which was read and approved ; and 
it was then ordered, that 11 the Lodge No. 31, be further suspended from 
the exercise of its Masonic Privileges until the next Quarterly Communi- 
cation, reserving to the Grand Master the power to restore it previously, 
if he should see sufficient cause so to do.” The Lodge took no notice of 
this order, but continued occasionally to meet ; and it was therefore, Re- 
solved by the Grand Lodge, on the 6th March 1822, “ that the Master and 
Wardens of No. 31, be summoned to show eause, at the next Quarterly 
Communication, why the Lodge should not be erased from the list of 
Lodges, and its warrant be withdrawn, for disobedience of the order of the 
Grand Lodge ; and that, in the mean time, it be suspended from its func- 
tions, allowing the members only to assemble in Lodge for the purpose of 
considering their defence.” It was also resolved unanimously, that “ the 
thirty-four Brethren, whose names appeared to a printed paper, dated Ma- 
sonic Committee-Room, Castle Inn, North Liverpool, Nov. 26, 1821, cir- 
culated to many Lodges, be suspended from their Masonic Privileged until 
the next Quarterly Communication, reserving to the Grand Master the 
power previously to reinstate the whole, or such of them as he may see 
cause to restore.” Copies of these resolutions were sent to the Lodge and 
to the thirty-four Brethren respectively. 

• Const “ Of Members, and their Duty.” Art 14. 


Digitized by 


Google 



ILLUSTRATIONS Of MA80NRY. 


507 


The Lodge No. 31 now transmitted a paper, bearing date the 1st of 
April, in which the members denied to the Grand Lodge the right and 
power of passing the above resolutions, and remonstrated, in very unbe- 
coming and offensive language, against its proceedings on their case. This 
was followed up by another paper of similar tendency in June, wherein it 
was avowed “ that the Lodge No. 31, notwithstanding the prohibition of 
the 5th of December last, had continued to Hold its masonic meetings in 
the usual manner; that, in consequence of a resolution passed in the Lodge, 
it was impossible for the members to pay any attention to the commands 
of the Grand Lodge ; and that, under existing circumstances, it was their 
determination not to do so.” Such a flagrant instance of contumacy and 
violation of discipline could not be overlooked ; and therefore, on motions 
duly made, at the Quarterly Communication in June 1822, it was Resolved 
unanimously, “ That the Lodge No. 31, at Liverpool, be erased from the 
list of Lodges, and its warrant forfeited ; that notice of such erasure be 
transmitted to every Lodge upon the registry of the Grand Lodge ; and 
that no Brother, being at present a member of the said Lodge No. 31, bo 
received even as a visitor in any other Lodge ; that these resolutions be 
communicated to the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, and to all 
Lodges in communion with the Grand Lodge of England ; that the sev- 
eral Brothers who signed the papers, published under the date of the 26th 
of November, 1821, and the 1st of April, 1822, be summoned to show 
cause at the next Quarterly communication, why they should not be ex- 
pelled the Fraternity ; and that in the mean time they be suspended from 
their masonic privileges; and that notice of such suspension, with the 
names of the individuals so suspended, be transmitted to all the Lodges, 
in order that those Brethren may not be received, even as visitors, in any 
Lodge, under the penalty attached to the Lodges admitting irregular Mu 
sons/'* 

It is to be regretted that expelled and suspended Brothers, at this ex- 
treme period of the business, should have still indulged in the Bpirit cf 
bitterness, which was calculated to exolude the sympathy and commisera- 
tion of Brethren uninterested in the dispute. They issued another appeal 
to the Lodges, in which they condemn the Brethren who had been rein* 
stated on petition, in no measured language ; and declare that “ they wish 

• The expelled and suspended Brethren were sixty-eight in number, and were mem 
ben of the following Lodges : — Twelve belonged to No. 31, three of whom had been 
reinstated by petition to the Grand Master; four belonged to No. 59, who had all 
been restored by petition ; nine to No, 74 ; seven to No. 140, two of whom had been 
restored ; one to No. 182 j five to No. 348, four of whom had been readmitted ; one 
to No. 378 ; one to number 380, and he had been restored ; five to No. 442, four of 
whom had been reinstated ; seven to No. 466, four of whom were restored ; twelve 
to No. 486, three of whom had been restored ; and four to No. 655, who had all been 
restored. 
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it to be perfectly understood that they shall not petition to he reinstated ; nor 
shall they be satisfied with reinstatement, unless a full and impartial in* 
quiry be made into the abuses and innovations of which they have com- 
plained. ” ( 

Petitions for readmission continued still to be received and attended to 
by the Grand Lodge, for the door of forgiveness was not finally closed un- 
til the month of March 1823, when at the Quarterly Communication, held 
on the 5th of that month, the Grand Lodge declared “ that every possible 
opportunity had been afforded for the offending Brethren to reconsider and 
make atonement for their past misconduct ; but instead of profiting by the 
indulgence thus granted, they this day transmitted a statement replete with 
additional insult to the Grand Lodge and other masonic authorities ; where- 
upon, on a motion duly made and seconded, it was resolved unanimously, 
that the said Brethren be for ever expelled from Masonry ;” and thus 
twenty -six individuals, who remained refractory, were finally and for ever 
excluded from any participation in the business of the Craft. 

The agitation which these events produced did not easily subside. The 
leaven continued to work; and those who refused to submit to the authori- 
tative mandate of the Grand Lodge, or to conciliate by a respectful sub- 
mission, resolved once more to have recourse to the old system of menace; 
and in September, 1823, the Sea Captains 1 Lodge at Liverpool, No. 140, 
having transmitted to the Grand Lodge, at its last meeting, a paper dated 
29th May, 1823, and signed by John Thompson, W. M. f Peter Bainbridge, 
S. W., Thomas Read, J. W., and Thomas Berry, Sec., in which paper it 
was declared to be the fixed resolution of the said Lodge to separate itself 
from the Grand Lodge, unless the warrant of the late Lodge No. 31, at 
Liverpool, should be reinstated, and the privileges of the twenty-six indi- 
viduals who had been expelled from the Craft were restored ; and it ap- 
pearing that three of the individuals who had signed the said paper, were 
amongst those who had been so expelled, and the fourth was not registered 
as a member of the Lodge, it had been ordered, that the Lodge No. 140, 
should be summoned to show cause at this meeting why its warrant should 
not be declared forfeited, and the Lodge erased, for continuing or admit- 
ting as members, individuals who had been expelled from masonry, and 
for transmitting or sanctioning the said paper. And as no communication 
could be held with the expelled members, it was intimated to the Lodge 
that its only admissible representatives would be the regular Past Masters 
and Past Wardens. And it was ordered, that Thomas Read, who signed 
the above paper as Junior Warden, without being registered as a member 
of the Lodge, should be summoned to show cause why he should not be 
expelled from masonry for having affixed his signature to the paper in 
question. The parties thus summoned not having appeared to answer to 
' the complaint, it was ordered that the warrant of the Sea Captains’ Lodge at 
Liverpool, No. 140, be, and the same is, hereby declared forfeited, for vio* 
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lating the laws of the Craft, and for contumacy, and that the Lodge be ac- 
cordingly erased from the list of Lodges ; and that the said Thomas Head, 
so signing himself as J. W. of the Lodge No. 140, although not regis- 
tered as a member thereof, be henceforth disqualified from acting as a Ma- 
son, or from being recognized or recived as such in any Lodge whatever.* 
This prompt example was completely efficacious, and from hence we hear 
no more of opposition or intemperate resistance to the decrees of the Grand 
Lodge. 


SECTION XIX. 

History of Freemasonry from 1823 to 1829. 

In the year 1823, the installation of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Tork, as Master of the Prince of Wales's Lodge, was performed; and was 
attended by some circumstances which may be interesting to the Craft. — 
The warrant of constitution had been granted to this Lodge in the year 
1787, by his Royal Highness the late Duke of Cumberland, at the instance 
of his present Majesty, then Prince of Wales. In this warrant, Sir Samuel 
Hulse, the Honourable Colonel Stanhope, and the late Lord Lake, were 
nominated as the Master and Wardens ; but in the year 1792, their Royal 
Highnesses the Dukes of York and Clarence were appointed to the latter 
offices, which they continued to hold till his Majesty's accession in 1820. 

The following Memorial was shortly afterwards presented to his Majesty, 
who was graciously pleased to accede to the prayer of it, in terms as flat- 
tering to the Lodge as they were characteristic of that accomplished urban- 
ity so peculiarly possessed by the revered sovereign of these realms : — 

We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Acting Master, 
Wardens, and Brethren of the Prince of Wales's Lodge, humbly entreat 
permission to approach your Majesty with the expression of our affectionate 
attachment to your Majesty's person. Unwilling to break in upon your 
Majesty’s privacy during the first period of your happy accession to the 
Throne of these realms, we have hitherto refrained from presenting this 
our humble Petition. For many years past it has been the highest honour 
of whioh our Lodge can boast, and, at the same time, its greatest pride, to 
recognise your Majesty as its patron and protector, in the character of 
Master of the Lodge. 

In making this our earnest solicitation, that the same high patronage 
may be continued to ns, we trust we are not aoting incompatibly with our 
respectful duty to a beloved Sovereign, or presuming too much upon that 
condescending benignity, which has hitherto been so graciously manifested 
towards ns. 

We further humbly petition, that the Lodge may be permitted to retain 
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the jewel bo long worn by its members, as their most honourable and die* 
tinctive badge, and be empowered to present it to all future members of 
the Lodge ; or if your Majesty should be pleased to make any alteration 
herein, we shall bow with dutiful submission to the royal will ; and, under 
every circumstance, feel the deepest sense of gratitude, veneration, and 
affection, for past aots of kindness and beneficence. As your Majesty has 
long possessed the love and confidence of the Society of Freemasons, so 
may you, Sire, continue to live in the hearts of all men ; from no class, 
however, can this prayer be offered up to the Great Architect of the Uni* 
verse with more fervour and sincerity, than from those individuals who 
have the high honour to be members of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge. 

(Signed, Ac.) 

The first duty of the Lodge being thus performed, and happily sane* 
tiqned by the gracious reception which this Memorial bad the good fortune 
to meet with ; the attention of the Brethren was next directed to the Royal 
Senior Warden, the Duke of York, whose support, under existing circum* 
stances, would so effectually preserve and perpetuate the proud connexion 
which had so long existed between the Lodge and its Royal Founder. The 
following letter was therefore transmitted to his Royal Highness , by Lord 
Dundas, the Master: — 

May it please youb Royal Highness, 

We, the undersigned, the Acting Master, Wardens, and Brethren of the 
Prince of Wales’s Lodge, having, for many years, been honoured with tho 
name of your Royal Highness as Senior Warden, together with that of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence, as Junior Warden of the Lodge, 
by the especial appointment of his present Majesty when Prince of Wales, 
most respectfully beg leave to represent, that the Lodge has, upon a recent 
Memorial presented to the King, received the proud distinction of his Ma- 
jesty** gracious permission to act under the royal patronage ; it being, how* 
ever, incompatible with the dignity of the Throne that the Lodge should 
continue to reoognize his Majesty as its Master, with great humility we 
crave permission to tender this office to your Royal Highness’s acceptance. 

Should we be fortunate enough to obtain your Royal Highness’s assent 
to this our respectful solicitation, we shall indeed feel ourselves most highly 
honoured ; and we can only add, that it will be an additional stimulus to 
pur exertions, in promoting the welfare, respectability, and prosperity, of a 
Lodge, which is already deeply sensible of the lustre it has acquired by 
having their beloved Sovereign for its immediate patron. 

With every sentiment of respect and dutiful attachment, we have tha 
honour to subscribe ourselves, 

Your Royal Highness’s 
Most devoted and obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed, Ac.) 
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His Royal Highness, with the greatest kindness and condescension, ac- 
ceded to the request of the Brethren ; and the preliminary measures being 
completed, the installation of the Master Elect took place on Saturday, 
March 22, 1823, at the Thatched House Tavern, St. James’s Street. Ilia 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex performed the ceremony, and con- 
ducted the whole proceedings with the greatest masonic dignity. When 
the new Master had been installed, and had received the customary saluta- 
tions, he appointed and invested his Deputy Master, Wardens, and other 
Officers ; after which the warrant, the book of constitutions, the Bible, 
square and compasses, the by-laws, and the working tools, were presented 
by different Brethren, accompanied by appropriate addresses. The former 
were presented by Sir Frederick Fowke, P. S. G. W. the Deputy Master, 
with the following address : — 

I have peculiar pleasure in presenting to your Royal Highness a docu- 
ment of equal interest to you, Sir, and to ourselves. It is the Warrant of 
Constitution of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge, which was granted by your 
Royal Highness’s uncle, the late Duke of Cumberland, as Grand Master, 
at the instance of his present Majesty, then Prince of Wales. 

The instrument, Sir, is now rendered doubly valuable to us, from the 
proud accession we have this day acquired in the person of your Royal 
Highness as Master of tho Lodge, who received your appointment as 
Senior Warden soon after the first formation of the Lodge. May we, Sir, 
long continue to act under the sanction of this warrant, which so closely 
connects the Lodge with your Royal Highness’s family; and which, while 
it elicits our affectionate attachment to its illustrious members, will ever 
be a gratifying memento of that duty and allegiance, which, as men and 
Masons, we owe to our Sovereign and immediate patron. I have also to 
present to your Royal Highness the Book of Constitutions, which contains 
the general Laws of Masonry, and the Orders and Regulations established 
by the United Grand Lodge of England, for the guidance and orderly go- 
vernment of the Society. To these Orders and Regulations it is our duty, 
as good and faithful Masons, to submit, in the perfect confidence, that, as 
they have been framed with great deliberation and wisdom, so we may be 
satisfied that the interests of the Fraternity will be best consulted by a 
strict and willing adherence to the salutary provisions which they con* 
tain.” 

All the necessary forms in the Lodge being now concluded, the newly 
Installed Master, accompanied by his Royal Brother, retired into a private 
room, and the rest of the Brethren adjourned to the drawing-room. When 
dinner was announced, they were marshaled by tho Director of Ceremo- 
nies, and went in procession to the Banqueting-room, where they took their 
seats according to a previous arrangement, that they might receive their 
Royal Highnesses in due form. 
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The two Princes entered the room at seven o'clock, amiusfc the cheers 
and congratulations of the Assembly; and the newly installed Master took 
the chair, supported on the right by the Duke of Sussex and Sir John 
Doyle, and on the left by Lord Dundas and Sir F. Fowke, Bart. About 
ninety distinguished Brethren, including upwards of forty Grand Officers, 
sat down to this animating banquet, exhibiting a magnificent display of 
masonic talent, character, and respectability. Several addresses were de- 
livered after dinner by his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, Sir John 
Doyle, and other individuals ; and nothing could exceed the perfect satis- 
faction and pleasure which were visible on every countenance ; heightened 
by beholding the Royal Brothers u in the badge of innocence and bond of 
friendship/' seated by each other’s side, and contributing largely to the 
sociality of all around them. They retired soon after eleveu o’clock, which 
was the signal for the meeting to break up, as the Brethren were unwill- 
ing, from a respectful feeling towards the Illustrious Brothers, to protract 
their convivality beyond the hour at which the Royal Chairman had quitted 
his post. 

The author of the little pamphlet* from which the above particulars 
have been extracted, concludes his account of this festival with the follow- 
ing observation : — “ Men ignorant of the real objects of Masonry, and ao- 
customed to speak slightingly of it, may, from ocourrenoes like these, be 
induced to entertain a more favourable opinion of an Institution, which, 
folly may misrepresent, or malevolence calumniate ; but while, in confor- 
mity with its preoepts, we continue to be peaceable subjects; and while • 
kings and princes are enrolled under its banners, we may defy the darts of 
slander, and claim the respect and confidence of the community ; for the 
principles of Freemasonry invariably lead its members to fear God, lovr 
THEIR NEIGHBOUR, AND HONOUR THEIR KING." 

The enterprising traveller, Belzoni, to whose researches science is so 
much indebted, prosecuted his antiquarian inquiries with such independent 
perseverance, that, neglecting his own emolument, he consigned the results 
of his labours and discoveries to the sole benefit of this country. f In 

• Printed and published by Brother Thiselton, Goodge-street. 

t He gives the following summary of his labours in the year 1820 : — “My native 
place is the city of Padua ; I am of a Roman family, which had resided there for 
many years. The state and troubles of Italy in 1800 , which are too well known to 
require any comment from me, compelled ms to leave, it and since that time I have 
visited different parts of Europe, and suffered many vicissitudes. The greater part 
of my younger days I passed in Rome, the former abode of my ancestors, where I 
was preparing myself to become a monk ; but the sudden entry of the French army 
into that city altered the course of my education, and, being destined to travel, I have 
been a wanderer ever since. My family occasionally supplied me with remittances; 
but, as they were not rich, I did not choose to be a burthen to them, and contrived to 
live on my own industry, and the little knowledge I had acquired in various branched. 
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stature he was gigantic ; and to this accidental perfection he himself mod- 
estly attributes some portion of his success amongst a people little better 
than savages. It is well known that he loat his life in Africa in the year 
1825, in which quarter of the globe he was initiated into Masonry,* and 
which was the scene of all his active achievements : and so little was he 
blessed with the benefits of fortune, that on receiving the unhappy tidings 
of his loss, his widow found herself wholly destitute of support She had 
heard of Masonic benevolence, and made her appeal to the Grand Lodge, 
where the simple tale of real distress is never preferred in vain. The M. 


I turned my chief attention to hydraulics, a science that I had learned at Rome, which 
I found much to my advantage, and which was ultimately the very cause of my going 
to Egypt For I had good information that an hydraulic machine would be of great 
service in that country, to irrigate the fields, which want water only to make them 
produce at any time of the year. But I am anticipating. In 1803 I arrived in Eng* 
land ; soon after which I married ; and after residing in it nine years, 1 formed a re- 
solution of going to the south of Europe. Taking Mrs. Belzoni with me, I visited 
Portugal, Spain, and Malta, from which latter place we embarked for Egypt, where 
we remained from 1815 to 1819. Here I had the good fortune to be the discoverer 
of many remains of antiquity of that primitive nation. I succeeded in opening one 
of the two famous pyramids of Ghizeh, as well as several of the tombs of the kings 
of Thebes. Among the lattefc that which has been pronounced by one of the most 
distinguished scholars of the age to be the tomb of Psammuthis, is at this moment 
the principal, the most perfect and splendid monument in that country. The cele- 
brated bust of young Memnon, which I brought from Thebes, is now in the British 
Museum ; and the alabaster sarcophagus, found in the tomb of the kings, is on its 
way to England. 

“Near the second cataract of the Nile, I opened the temple of Ybsambul; then 
made a journey to the coast of the Red Sea, to the city of Berenice, and afterwards 
an excursion in the Western Elloah, or Oassis. I now embarked for Europe ; and after 
an absence of twenty years, returned to my native country, and to the bosom of my 
family, from whence I proceeded to England .” — Discoveries in Egypt. Preface. 

• The Mason, however, is a citizen of the world ; and in whatever clime misfor- 
tune may overtake him, should he meet with Brothers, his relief is certain. In this 
particular Masonry is respected even by pirates, who are a terror to every other order 
of men; and I rejoice that it is in my power to record a triumphant and well-authen- 
ticated illustration of the fact At a meeting of the Leith and Canongate Lodge on 
Thursday evening, March 5th, 1829, a visitor, who was the captain of a ship, stated, 
that when sailing in the South American seas, he was boarded by pirates, whose num- 
bers were so overpowering as to render all resistance unavailing. The captain and 
several of the crew were treated with rudeness, and were about to be placed in irons 
while the plunder of the ship went on. In this situution, when supplication and en- 
treaty were disregarded, the captain, as a dernier resort, made the mystic sign, M which 
none but Craftsmen ever knew.” The commander of the piratical crew immediately 
returned the sign, and gave orders to stop proceedings. He grasped his newly-dis- 
covered Brother by the hand with all the familiarity of an old acquaintance, and 
swore he should sustain no injury. Mutual acts of kindness then passed between 
them ; every article that had been seized was restored to its place, and the two ships 


parted company with three hearty cheers . — Sterling Journal. 
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W. Grand Master brought to the notice of. thataugmatbody the distresses 
of the widow. He stated that Brother Belzoni, who had recently lost his 
life during his travels in Africa, was, initiated at; Cairo, in the Lodge of 
the Pyramids, and during his residence at Cambridge had become a menv 
ber of the Lodge of the School of Plato, No. 549, in that place ; and as 
notice had been given in the general Committee of an intention to submit 
the matter to the Grand Lodge, his Royal Highness moved, and it was re- 
solved unanimously, “That the United Grand Lodge of Freemasons of 
England, deeply, sympathizing with Mrs. Belzoni, on the irreparable loss 
which she, as well as the lovers of science and literature, has sustained bjr 
the premature death of the late Brother Belzoni, do contribute the sum of 
502. out of the Fund of Benevolence, in aid of the public subscription in 
her behalf ” 

The flourishing state of Masonry, in a provincial town, is a subject not 
unworthy of notice in a general history of the Craft, In the year 1827, 
the members of the Humber Lodge, No. 73, in Kingston-upon-Hull, find- 
ing that the room occupied by them, at the Turk’s Head, was much too 
small and incommodious to accommodate their increasing numbers, entered 
into a subscription for the purpose of erecting a Masonic Hall, in .addition 
to the two already existing in that opulent seaport. The requisite suns 
being speedily raised, a deputation of the officers and brethren waited on 
It. Mackenzie Beverley, Esq., G.S. and D.P.G.M. for the North and East 
Ridings of the county of Yor^, to request his assistance in laying tho 
foundation stone. of the intended building;, to which he immediately as? 
sented, and named the 7th of May for the performance of that solemnity* 
On the day proposed, a large body, of the. members of the Humber Lodge, 
attended by a numerous company of visitors from other Lodges in the 
town and neighbourhood, assembled at the appointed hour. The Lodge 
was opened in due form at the Neptune Inn, by the D.P.G.M; and the 
preparatory ceremonies were performed.* Th$ D.P.G.M. inquired of the 
building Master, if his. Lodge was lawful, and being answered in the affir- 
mative, he proceeded to a more accurate investigation. 

D.P.G M; “ I hereby, in the presence of all these worshipful Masters, 
Wardens, and Deacons, and in the presence of all these Master Masons, 
worthy and diligent workmen of our secret Craft, do ask of you and of 
your company, if you know yourself, at this time, to have done any thing 
contrary to the laws of masonry, which has not been told to the Proving 
cial Authorities, and whereby you should be suspended from your work ?” 

W.M. “ We are good Masons at this very time.” 

D.P.G.M. " Have you amongst your company any toother guilty of 
brawlings, strife, and disobedience in open lodge ?” 

W.M. " We have none, Eight Worshipful Master.” 

• Having had the honour to assist at this imposing ceremony I am able to describe 
it minutely. — Editor . 
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D.P.G.M. “ Have you any brother who in open Lodge is guilty of 
drunkenness, common swearing, or profane words ?” 

W.M. “We hare none, Right Worshipful Master.” 

D.P.G.M. “ Have you authority to do this day's work V* 

W.M. “ We, have, Right Worshipful, and, with your permission, will 
here read it” 

The authority was .then read, after which the D.P.G;M. resumed, “Mas- 
ters, Wardens, Deacons, and all working Masons, all is right and as it 
should be ; and I give you all joy of this day’s work. It has begun in 
seal — let it end in charity ; and let us give due praise to the Master and 
Brothers of the Humber Lodge for wishing to raise a temple to Masonry. 
May the blessing of Heaven be with us all ; and may the new Lodge in* 
crease in virtue, harbour the poor brethren, and console the rich* Amea 
and amen.” 

The Ark of the Covenant was now introduced and furnished, and the 
veil was consecrated with the usual ceremonies ; after which the proces- 
sion was formed to the site of the intended building, in Osborne-street, in 
the following order : — ‘ 

Two Tylers withdrawn Swords. 

Bknd of music. 

Masons not being members of any Lodge, two and two. 

Visiting members of neighbouring Lodges, two and two. 

The Foundation-stone carried by four Masons. 

Deacons ( * Banner of the Humber Lodge. > Deacons 

with Staves. \ Members of the Humber Lodge. y with Staves. 

Two Stewards with Wands. 

A Banner. 

Royal Arch Masons, in sashes and aprons, two and two. 

The Corn, Wine, Oil, and* Salt, borne by Master Masons. 

Chaplain of the Humber Lodge. 

Past Masters. 

The Bible, Square, and Compasses, on a crimson velvet cushion, borne by 

a Master Mason. 

The Ark, with its covering, borne by four Master Masons. 

Secretary and Treasurer with their Jewels. 

Senior and Junior Wardens with their Pillars. 

Steward $ Master of the Humber Lodge. ) Steward 
with a wand, f Marshal with a Baton. { with a wand . 1 

The Globes, borne by two Master Masons. 

Banner of the D.P.G.M. 

Acting Provincial Grand Sword-Bearer. 

Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Provincial Grand Architect, with a plan of the building. 
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Two Marshals, with Batons. 

Two f Brother R. M. Beverley, Esq., D. P. G. M. Two 

Sword •< in his robes, under a canopy of silk, borne > Sword 
Bearers. by six Master Masons. ) Bearers. 

Brother Rev* G. Oliver, P. G. C. for Lincolnshire, in his robes, attended 
by four Master Masons with wands. 

Banner of the Apollo Lodge, Grimsby. 

Two Tylers with Swords. 

On arriving at the ground, the brethren formed themselves into a square 
about the foundation, although they were somewhat incommoded |by the 
immense concourse of people who had assembled to witness the ceremony 
The canopy of the D. P. G. M. was placed to the east of the foundation- 
stone, and before the ceremonies commenced, he addressed the spectators as 
follows 

11 Men, women, and children, here assembled to-day, to behold this cere- 
mony, know all of you that we are lawful Masons, true to the laws of our 
country, and professing to fear God, who is the Great Architect of all 
things, to confer benefits on our brethren, and to practice universal bene- 
volence to all mankind. We have amongst us, concealed from the eyes 
of all men, secrets which may not be revealed, and which no man has dis- 
covered. But these secrets are lawful and honourable, and are placed in 
the custody of Masons, who alone have the keeping of them to the end of 
time. Unless our craft were good and our calling honourable, we should 
not have existed for so many centuries ; nor should we have had so many 
illustrious brothers in our order, ever ready to sanction our proceedings, 
and contribute to our prosperity. To-day we are assembled in the face of 
you all to build a house for masonry, which we pray God may prosper, if 
it seem good unto him ; that it may become a house for great and worthy 
men to practise beneficent actions, and to promote harmony and brotherly 
love till the world itself shall end. 11 

The plan was then produced by the architect, which was handed round 
to the brethren, after being inspected by the D. P. G. M., who anointed 
the tools of masonry with oil, and delivered them to the Master of the 
building Lodge, who transferred them to the architect. When the foun- 
dation-stone was lowered into its bed, the D. P. G. M. struck it three times 
with the gavel, and the following Prayer of Benediction was recited by 
the Provincial Grand Chaplain for the county of Lincoln : — 

“ May the Almighty Architect of the Universe, who has disposed all 
things in order according to the excellency of his will, who made the 
heavens for his majesty, the sun and stars for his glory and our comfort, 
and the earth as a place for the exercise of our obedience to his laws, look 
down upon us Master Masons, now endeavouring to build a house accord* 
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ing to the rales of oharity y in the bond of love. May this house, of which 
we have plaoed the first stone in the earth, be a habitation for worthy men 
to meet together to do good ; may their secret assemblies be convened in 
law, proceed in honoor, and end in charity ; may all Masons that enter un- 
der the shadow of its roof, remember that the eecret of the Lord u with 
them that fear him. May the work done here prosper ; may the workmen 
be comforted ; may no strife, brawling, or unseemly words be heard within 
its walls ; may the master love the brethren, and the brethren honour and 
obey the master ; may our going out and our eoming in be blessed for 
evermore ; may our baskets be filled with plenteousness, and the voice of 
joy and thanksgiving abound ; may there be no mourning nor sorrow of 
heart, and may the wayfaring Mason find comfort in his journey to his 
home when he posse th by the gates of this house. 0 Lord, prosper thou 
our work, yea, prosper thou our handy work, and teach us at all times, and 
in all places, to build up in the beauty of holiness that temple of our sou is 
which thou hast given us to adorn with all good works, till we arrive at 
that glorious mansion in the skies, where all things are perfect, and there 
is no more labour, but peace and happiness for ever and ever. Amen.” 

The D. P. G. M. then anointed the foundation-stone with oil, and strewed 
upon it some grains of wheat and salt, and drops of wine, repeating the 
one hundred and thirty-third Psalm ; after which the prooession returned 
in the same order to the Neptune Inn, where about one hundred brethren 
sat down to an excellent dinner, and the evening was spent with the greatest 
harmony and brotherly love. 

The building was completed in the ensuing September, when Brother R. 
Mackemie Beverley, the Grand Superintendent of the Provinoe, issued his 
summonses for a Grand Provincial Arch-Chapter, to be held at the new 
Masonio Hall, at which time the Lodge was dedicated with tfie usual cere- 
monies. 

After the death of H. R. H. the Duke of Tork, the Prinoe of Wales’s 
Lodge continued to receive a more than ordinary meed of honour and dis- 
tinction. H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, G. M. convened an especial 
Grand Lodge on Friday, the 22nd of February, 1828, for the purpose of 
securing to that Lodge a continuance of the royal patronage, which it had 
hitherto enjoyed. The Grand Lodge, numerously attended, was opened in 
ample form at the Thatched House Tavern. The following distinguished 
Brethren were present : — 

H. R. H. Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex. 

M. W. Grand Master, on the Throne. 

His Grace the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Ireland. 

The Right Honourable Lord Dundas, D. G. M. 

Gen. Sir John Doyle, Bart., O. C. B. } D. P. G. M. 
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Richard Percival, Esq., 8. G. W. 

William W. Prescott, Esq., P. 8. G. W. as J. G. W. 
The Right Hon. Lord Yarborough, P. G. M. -Isle of Wight. 
Charles Tennyson, Esq., M. P. f P. G. M. Lincolnshire. 

C. K. K. Tynte, Esq., M. j P., P. G. M. Somersetshire. 
Re?. 8. 8. Colman, Past P. G. M. Norfolk, and G. 0. 

Sir William Rawlins, P. 8. G. W. „ 

Sir Frederick Fowke, Bart., P. 8. G. W. 

Rev. Bernard Hanbury, G. Chaplain. 

Rev. Larins Coghlan, D. D., Past G. Chaplain. 


William Meryick, Esq., G. Registrar. 


i«. 


8 . 


William H. White, 

Edwards Harper. 

With the rest of the Grand Officers, the Gran<j Stewards for the year, and 
like Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of the Grand Stewards, and many 
other Lodges. 


* The Grand Master observed, that, feeling it to be of the first important# 
to obtain the sanction and protection of the members of the Royal Family 
to the proceedings <tf the Craft, and being anxious that the Prince of 
Wales's Lodge, No. 493, which had for so many years past been honoured 
by the presidency of the Royal Family— first, in the person of his present 
Majesty when Prince of Wales, and afterwards by his late Royal High- 
ness the Bake of Yaik — should Still continue to hare a royal personage at 
its head, — for this purpose, he had solicited his illustrious relative, the 
Duke of Clarence, the Lord High Admiral, a Put Deputy Grand Master 
of the OraR, to take the command of that Lodge, and he had now the sat- 
isfaction to announce to ihe Grand Lodge* that his solicitation bad met the 
desired mull, his Royal Highness having been graciously pleased to accede 
to the request. Feeling that this important occurrence and manifestation of 
regard towards the fraternity by H. R. H. the Duke of Clarence, should 
be met by the Craft with every demonstration of respect, gratitude ant 
duty y and considering also, that the Master's jewel of the Prince of 
Wales's Lodge, had, under very pieouliar ohroun stances, been received by 
him, the M* W. Grand Master, in Grand Lodge, hk Royal Highness 
deemed it expedient that he should deliver it to the oare of his royal bro- 
ther in the most effective and ample $>nn possible ; he had, therefore, con* 
vened this meeting, that the ceremony of investiture might be performed 
in a Grand Lodge. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence having arrived, was con- 
ducted into the Lodge, and according to ancient custom, was installed by 
the M. W. Grand Master, as Master of the Prince of Wales's Lodge, and 
was proclaimed and saluted with the usual honours. 

In conducting the affairs of sudh an unwieldy body aa Masonry has now 
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become, it is evident that considerable expenses must be periodically in- 
curred, besides the vast sums annually voted from the Fund of Benevo- 
lence for the relief of distressed Brethren, or their widows and orphan 
children ; and these expenses can be provided for by no other means so 
equitably as the periodical contributions of the members. It has accord- 
ingly been agreed, with the general consent of the Craft, that the fee for 
“ registering a mason within the Loudon district, be one guinea ; for a 
mason made in a country, foreign, or military lodge, ten shillings and six- 
pence ; for a brother joining a Lodge in the London district, he having 
been initiated in another Lodge, five shillings; and for a Brother so join- 
ing a country, foreign, or military Lodge, two shillings and sixpence. Every 
member of each lodge ki the London district, to pay towards the fund for 
masonic benevolence, one shilling per quarter, or four shillings per annum ; 
and every member of each country, foreign, or military Lodge, sixpence 
per quarter, or two shillings per annum/ 1 * 

These payments, so trifling to each individual Lodge, are expected to be 
punctually and regulariy discharged, and a non-compliance with the ordi- 
nance subjects the offending Lodge, very justly, to censure, and, in ex- 
treme cases, to erasure. The Grand Lodge, however, is generally indul- 
gent in this particular ; but if, after repeated admonitions, its clemency be 
abused, it will not fail to put its powers into execution, and rigorously en- 
force the penalty. These observations have been elicited by a very exten- 
sive example, which was made at a Quarterly Communication of the 5th 
March, 1828 ; by which fifty-nine Lodges, having neglected, for a consid- 
erable space of time, to make any returns or communications to the Grand 
Lodge, although repeatedly called on for that purpose, were erased from 
the books, and their warrants declared forfeited. 

Having thus brought down the History of Masonry to the present year, 
the Editor takes leave of his Brethren by recommending to them, as the 
most efficient means of ensuring the permanency and extending the in- 
fluence of the Craft, the cultivation of that beautiful code of morals whioh 
runs like a rich vein through the entire system of Freemasonry; assured 
that nothing can tend so effectually to crown the science with the verdant 
wreath of public approbation, as the virtuous life and guileless demeanor 
of its assiduous professors. 

• Const, of u Contributions,” p. 119. 


THE END. 
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PREFACE 


In offering this small manual to the Masonic worid, the Author is ao- 
tuatcd by no other motive than to afford the noble Institution of •FVeem*- 
sonry the same advantages which are enjoyed by other sciences in an age 
of intellectual improvement and superior civilisation. It has always been 
a popular argument against Freemasonry, that the proceedings of the Or* 
der have partaken of the mystery which, how excusable soever in its pe- 
culiar observances, is not to be tolerated when applied to its general trans- 
actions. This argument it has been the wish of all thinking Masons of 
the present day to neutralise. The intelligence of the age demands a lib- 
eral policy, which may encourage a spirit of free enquiry amongst those 
who are disposed to question the claims of our science to respect ; at the 
same time that it may augment the resources of the Brethren, and enable 
them to render a satisfactory answer to those who mky demand an account 
of the benefits which they derive from the practice of Freemasonry. 

There cannot be a donbt but muoh of the prosperity of the Order has 
been owing to the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review ; which, by offering a vehi- 
cle for recording its proceedings in every part of the globe, has introduced 
a spirit of emulation amongst the Lodges, to compete with each other in 
promoting the holy feelings of Brotherly Love and Charity. This inval- 
uable record displays moral worth and active diligence wherever it is found 
to exist, and while any remissness in the Masonic authorities reoeives its 
proper stimulus ; a steady and regular discharge of duty produces applause. 
Hence the Craft is highly indebted to this Periodical, for the benefits it 
has conferred on the Institution ; and its prolonged existence forms a strik- 
ing feature iu the History of Freemasonry at t he present momentous pe- 
riod. It gradually works its way amongst the Craft ; and the labours of 
its talented Editor are rewarded by the approbation of the Brethren. To 
this Periodical the Historian is indebted for his most valuable materials ; 
and the annals of Masonry, in its absence, would be meagre and aninter- 
esting. 

In the exeeution of this little work, the Author professes a strip* : ud Im- 
pendence of principle, and impartiality of action. 

Nullius add ictus jur&re inrerba magistri, 

Quo me cunque rapit tempest as, deferor hospes — H ob. 
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Historical truth disclaims alike prejudice and partisanship : and what- 
ever opinions the Author may entertain as an individual Mason — he has 
endeavoured to preserve the strictest neutrality as an Annalist. How far 
he may have been successful will depend on the opinions of his readers. 
He has adhered most faithfully to that law of the Grand Lodge which pro- 
hibits the printing of any private transactions that require to be withheld 
from the public eye ; and has inserted no matter but what he has found in 
the printed Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge, or other 
sources equally available for the purposes of discussion and remark. 

With this avowal, the work is committed to the judgment of the Craft; 
and, it is hoped, will be found not altogether uninteresting, as a detail of 
Masonry in its most palmy and prosperous state. 


Digitized by Google^ 



TABLE OP CONTENTS. 


CHAP. I. 

History of Freemasonry from the year 1829 to 1884. 

Review of the state of Freemasonry at the beginning of the last century. 
Flourishing condition of the Craft at present. 

Points of discipline examined. 

Admission of Members. 

Regularity to be observed in the payment of Fees and Subscriptions. 

An honorary Jewel conferred on the Past Grand Stewards 
Death of King George IV. Grand Patron of Masonry. 

Address of Condolence on the occasion. 

Freemasonry in the Provinces. 

Exposition of the rule for the election of Masters of Lodges. 

Complaint against Lodge 335, respecting an informal Petition to the Lodge of Benevo- 
lence. 

The foundation Stone of Charing Cross Hospital laid with Masonic Honours. 

The new Masonic Hall completed. 

The practice of Lecturing recommended. 

Testimonials presented to deserving Brethren. 

H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex presents to the Grand Lodge a marble bust of King 
William IV. and three silver gilt trowels. 

The Grand Master holds a Grand Lodge at Nottingham. 

Prosperity of the Masonic Charities recorded. 

Reasons why the Fraternity are frequently requested to lay the foundation stones of 
public buildings. 

First stone of Jamaica Street Bridge, at Glasgow, laid with Masonie Honours. 
Establishment of the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review. 

CHAP. II. 

History of the most remarkable events which occurred during the year 
1834 and 1835. 

Grief of the Fraternity at a calamity which threatens the Grand Master. 

Speech of H. R. H. at the birth-day celebration in which this calamity was an* 
nounced. 

Order respecting the professional Brethren at Masonic Festivals. 

The Registration of Lodges commanded. 

First promulgation of a design for instituting an Asylum for aged and decayed Free- 
masons. 

5 525 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



626 


CONTENTS. 


Centenary of the Strong Man Lodge celebrated. 

Constitution of new Lodges in the Provinces. 

The Masters 1 and Past Masters 1 Clsb established. 

Flourishing state of Freemasonry in the Provinces. 

Annual festival of the Palatine Lodge, Sunderland. 

Several foundation stones laid with Masonic Honours. 

Splendid Masonic Jewel presented to the Earl of Durham. 

H. R. H the Duke of Sussex re-elected Grand Master. 

Subscriptions for the Royal Freemasons 1 Orphan School. 

Resolutions passed at a meeting of the friends of the Asylum for aged and decayed 
Freemasons. 

Centenary of the Grand Stewards 1 Lodge. 

Centenary of the Old^Union Lodge. 

Progress of Freemasonry in Scotland. 

Festival of the Lodge of Melrose. 

Procession by torch-light round the ruins of St David’s Pile. 

Several foundation stones laid with Masonic Honours. 

Testimonials to deserving brethren. 

CHAP. III. 

History of Freemasonry in 1886. 

Gratifying state of Freemasonry at the commencement of this year. 

State of Freemasonry in France., 

Manifesto issued by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

H. R. H, the Grand. Master removes the restriction which he had laid on. the Grans- 
Stewards respecting the professional singers. 

Debates in Parliament respecting the Irish constabulary force, and clause of exemp 
tion in favour of Freemasons. 

The Grand Lodge of England pass a vote of thanks to the Duke of Leinster, G. M 
for Ireland. 

An operation performed on theDake of Sussex for removing the cataracts which oh 
•true ted his vision. 

Hie Ambassador from the King of Oude initiated. 

Centenary of the Newstead Lodge, Nottingham. 

Some benefits of Freemasonry enumerated. 

Public Processions prohibited by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Three Persian Princes initiated. 

A Masonic Offering to H. R. H. the Grand Mastei<| proposed by Dr. Crucefix. 

Lord Ramsay regenerates the Craft in Scotland. 

Centenary of the cession of the office of hereditary Grand Master by St Clair of 
Roslyn, celebrated by the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

Several foundation stones laid with Masonic Honours. 

Testimonials to deserving brethren. 


CHAP. IV. 

History of Freemasonry daring the year 1837. 

Address of the Grand Lodge of Iretand to the Duke of Sussex on the recovery of his 
eyesi^it 


Digitized by 


Demonstration of respect and attachment to the 6. M. at the Grand Festival. 

Speech of H. R. H. on the occasion. 

Numerous addresses. from the Fraternity to the GL M. 

Regulation respecting notices of motion. 

The design for erecting an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons progresses in 
the estimation of the Craft 
Death of his Majesty- King. William IV. 

Address of Condolence to the Queen Dowager on the occasion. 

Flourishing state of the Masonic Schools. 

Exhibition of the Children. 

Judicious regulation respecting a. punctual attendance* 

Account of Freemasonry in the East and West Indies* 

Discussions respecting the Laws of Masonry. 

Formation of a Masonic Library in the Grand Lodge. 

Advantages of the measure. 

Motions carried for pledging the Grand Lodge to support the Asylum for aged and' 
decayed Freemasons. 

Letter from the G. M. on the subject 

Rules of the Asylum. • 

Masonic proceedings at Oxford. 

Duties of a Provincial Grand Master. 

Meeting of the Humber Lodge at Hull. 

Institution for educating the Female Orphans of Freemasons established at Edin- 
burgh. 

Ceremony of levelling the foundation of a Monpmsnt to the memory of Brother Sa 
Walter Scott, Bart, at Glasgow* 

Spirited address on the occasion. , 

Several foundation stppesjaid* 

The Brethren in Western India petition for leave to form a Grand Lodge. 
Testimonials to deserving brethren presented during the present year. 

CHAP V. 


History of Freemasonry in the Tear 1838. 


Masonic proceedings at Montego Bay. 

Activity and Display in the Provinces. 

Moral influence of Freemasonry. 

Masonic Offering to H. R. H. the Grand Master. 

Address of the Committee. 

Speech of H.R.H. 

Description of the offering. 

Masonic fete given at Dublin to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and the Coun- 
tess of Mulgrave, by the Brethren of St. Patrick’s Lodge, No, 50. 

The decorations of the Rotunda described. 

The Banquet 

Speech of Brother Ellis, the W. M. 

Annual Festival of the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons. 

Advantages of Fraternal intercourse amongst Masons throughout the world. 


Restoration of the Temple at Freemasons’ Hall. 

Symptoms of opposition to the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemason^ appear 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



528 


CONTENTS. 


Freemasonry at Sidney. 

Testimony of Sir R. Bourke, the Governor. 

Foundation stones laid with masonic solemnities during the year. 

Testimonials to deserving brethren. 

CHAP. VI. 

History of Freemasonry daring the year 1839. 

Dignity of the Craft under the patronage of the nobility and gentry. 

Initiation of the Duke of Wellington. 

Moral influence of the Craft under clerical patronage. 

Reasons why the Clergy associate themselves with Freemasonry. 

Death of the Pro-Grand Master. 

General Mourning ordered. 

Progress of the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemason* 

The annuity system commenced. 

Regulations of this system. 

Speech of H.R.H. the G.M. on the subject 
Determined opposition to its progress. 

Reflections on the present aspect of its affairs. 

Com m uni c ation from the G. M. to the Asylum Committee. 

Notice of Motion at the Committee of Masters to alter the existing mode of distribu- 
ting the Fund of Benevolence. 

Concession of the Asylum Committee. 

Altercation at a meeting of the Governors. 

Three brethren suspended by the Board of General Purposes. 

The two Boards of Finance and General Purposes united. 

Motion made that the,hour named in the Summons be the time to commence Masonit 
business. 

Disadvantages of late hours. 

Regulation respecting the privilege of entree into Grand Lodge. 

Clauses in the Act for preventing the administering unlawful oaths in Ireland, whicn 
protect the Fraternity. 

Centenary of the Grenadiers Lodge. 

Ceremony observed at laying the foundation stone of the Atheneum at Sunderland by 
H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex. 

Addiesa to H.R.H. and his reply. 

Foundation stones of the year. 

Testimonials of the year. 


CHAP. VII. 

History of Freemasonry in the Tear 1840. 

General Digest and improval of the laws of Masonry determined on. 

Notices of motion on several points connected with such revision. 

Description of a Francy Dress Ball at Cork, for the benefit of the Masonic Female 
Orphan Asylum. 

Addresses to the Queen on the attempted assassination of herself and her royal con- 
sort. 8 


Digitized by 


Google 



00NT3NT8. 


629 


The appeals of the three suspended Brethren heard before Grand Lodge. 

The discussion occasions much angry feeling. 

Report in the Grand Lodge Circular and reply thereto. 

Dr. Crucefix summoned to appear before the Board of General Purposes, and refuses 
to comply. 

Reflections on the occurrences. 

Dr. Crucefix tenders an apology to H. R. H. the G. M., which is accepted, and he is 
restored to all his honours. 

The fifth anniversary of the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons celebrated. 
Her Majesty the Queen Dowager becomes a subscriber to the Institution. 

Advocacy of the Asylum by the Hon. H. Fitzroy, M.P. 

Death of the Earl of Durham, Pro. G.M. 

Sketch of Lord Durham’s masonic career. 

His character and funeral. 

Prosperity of Freemasonry in India. 

Anecdote of Indian Freemasonry. 

Grand Lodge holden at Edinburgh to lay the foundation stone of a Monument to ths 
memory of Bro. Sir Walter Scott, Bart' 

Splendid Masonic procession. 

Inscription on the Plate. 

Address of the Grand Master.* 

Dinner of the Celtic Lodge. 

Question discussed whether Freemasonry be consistent with military discipline. 

Case of prohibition to hold a Regimental Lodge. 

Freemasonry in the army conceived to be advantageous to the service. 

The presumed benefits detailed. 

Gallantry displayed by various regiments to which masonic warrants are attached. 
Splendid token of respect to Brother Dr. Burnes, P.G.M. for Western India. 

Other testimonials to deserving brethren in various parts of the world. 

Foundation stones laid with Masonic Solemnities during the year 1840. 

General view of the present state of the Science. 

Instances of its progressive character. 

State of Freemasonry in Scotland and Ireland. 

State of Freemasonry in the South of Europe. 

Secret Societies. 

State of Freemasonry in India. 

State of Freemasonry in America. 

State of Freemasonry in the British Colonies. 

Account of Dutch Masonry at the Cape of Good Hops. 

Observations on Royal Arch Masonry. 

Hints for its improvement 
Concluding remarks. 

84 


9 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 





THE HISTORY 


OY 

FREEMASONRY. 


CHAPTER I. 

History of Masonry from the Tear 1829 to 1884. 

If we revert to the times when Freemasonry took a decided position 
amongst the Institutions of this country by the revival of the Grand 
Lodge in London, about the commencement of the eighteenth century, 
after the Ancient Grand Lodge at York had discontinued its meetings ; and 
only four Lodges were to be found within the bills of mortality, we shall 
contemplate a fraternity constructed on a model different from the Freema- 
sonry of our own times. The Brethren of that day were proud of their 
knowledge — jealous of their privileges — and over sensitive lest the pecu- 
liar secrets of the Order should be exposed to the profane gaze of the vul- 
gar. Hence in 1718, when the Grand Lodge promulgated an edict for the 
production of masonio papers and records, that the ancient usages and 
charges of masonry might be ascertained and restored ; a powerful party, 
headed by Brother Nicholas Stone, one of the Grand Wardens under Inigo 
Jones, was arrayed against the measure. It was considered, not merely an 
infringement on the privileges of the fraternity, but a dangerous expedient, 
affording a precedent for a multiplication of papers on this forbidden sub- 
ject; and placing the customs and mysteries of the Institution at the 
mercy of those who opposed their principles, and turned their practice into 
ridicule. And when Dr. Anderson reoeived instructions from the Grand 
Master to prepare a Book of Constitutions for the press, the advene party 
took the alarm ; and under a dread of ppblio exposure, committed their 
manuscripts to the flames. 

. This occurred at a period when the people of England were unenlight- 
ened by education and science. A great moral revolution has been effected, 
in our own times, by the spread of general knowledge ; and the Institution 
of Freemasonry keeps pace with the onward march of social improvement 
53i n 
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Daring the present century it has become so universally prevalent as to 
spread over the face of the whole earth. It has its seat amongst Princes; 
and is patronized by throned monarchs, and their chief nobility in every 
region under the canopy of heaven. In our own land, its Grand Master 
is also the patron of almost all the literary and scientific societies which 
shed a lustre on the preseut times. A century ago Freemasonry was but 
just emerging from the obscurity in which the ages of ignorance and big- 
otry had overwhelmed it. The veil had scarcely been removed in Eng- 
land; and in other parts of the globe it was little known, even by name; 
now it flourishes abundantly in, every clime where* |beje are men to prao- 
tice it. A century ago scrupulous brethren *kWw so little of the true 
principles of the craft, as to destroy their manuscripts, lest the world 
should become acquainted with the 4aa tore and design of our association ; 
now, we are anxious to shew the world the general principles of the Or- 
der ; and for that purpose we Ijave numerous .publications on Freemasonry, 
whose existence has effected for it an universal respect amongst those who 
have not had* the advantage of initiaOiou into otir mysteries, %nd we pos- 
sess a well conducted periodical to record our proceedings ; to shew man- 
kind the real tendency of our secrets ; and to disseminate amongst the bre- 
thren a knowledge of the philosophy and science which are preserved i n 
the institution. 

A century ago Freemasonry had no permanent Charities, to lighten the 
Sorrows of the destitute orphan, or to make the widow’s heart sing for joy; 
now we have not only a fund Of Benevolenoe for the distressed Masdh or 
his widow ; and Schools where the male and female orphans of our de- 
ceased Brethren are clothed, and fed, and instructed — where, to the com- 
forts of this world, is added a knowledge of the preparation necessary to 
fit them for another and a better; but we have also a provision for the per- 
manent relief of distresses occasioned by unmerited misfortune or old age; 
and an Asylum is projected, which, like the Hospitals of Chelsea and 
Greenwich, is intended to be a refuge from the Storms of life to the worthy 
add upright Mason, whom misfortune may have reduced, or adversity de- 
prived of a home in the winter of his life. A century ago, the philosophy, 
Of masonry was very imperfectly understood ; now the Brethren emulate 
each other in literary pursuits ; and thus the Lodges are elevated into 
rfehools for morality and science ; Where intelligent Masters dispense their 
instruction with ability and zeal ; where the advance of moral and social 
improvement tends to enlighten the mind and soften the manners; and 
imparts to the weU-taught Masotl a decided advantage in the discharge of 
his duties as a member of civil society. 

Such being the present state of feeling amongst a large and influential 
portion of the fraternity, its history assumes a character of unusual inte- 
rest. It is no longer oonfined to the naked details of a few insulated facts 
and ceremonies, unaccompanied by commentary, and unembellished by in* 
12 
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vestigations which may determine their propriety or impolicy, fbrtfoe h* 
struction of the future; hut* the historian may venture, in these timer of 
Hberality of Bentitnent and ftee discussion, to speculate on the legislation 
of the masonic authorities, without tbedread of official’ oea sure on the one 
baud, or the private and more formidable reprehension of the fraternity on 
the other. 

At the Quarterly Communication in March 1828^ Hie Royal Highness 
Prince Augustus Frederick Duke of ‘Busses, Earl of Inverness, Baron of 
Arklow, K. 0-., Ac., Ac., was unanimously reflected Grand Master of M» 
sons, and proclaimed and saluted according to ancient form. 

In . this year several important points of discipline were agitated amongst 
the Brethren, which claim a place in the History of the Craft. Mueh 
argument was used in the Provincial Lodges respecting the indiscriminate 
admission of members ; and some places unfortunately exhibited great 
latitude in this particular, to the essential injury of the Order. Persons 
ware initiated who found a difficulty even in raising the aofuatomed fee, 
and they soon became a. burden on the Charities^ One general rule on 
this point out to be punctually observed, as it is not the external but the 
internal qualifications of a man which masonry regards. None ought to 
be permitted to tread the holy ground of a Mason’s Lodge but the virtu- 
ous and the good; and those Brethren of a Lodge will oertainly betray a 
most sacred trust, if any person who is deficient in the discharge of those 
duties which the conventional usages of society -require, in the character of 
a. parent or child, friend or neighbour, magistrate or subject, be allowed to 
intrude into their society. The proposition of every candidate comes de- 
liberately from some subscribing member, and it is a personal disgrace to 
himself, as well as an injury to the community, if he endeavours to intro- 
duce an improper person. The question is afterwards submitted to the vote 
of all the Brethren, after they have had full opportunity of enquiry, and 
no one ought to give his consent to such admission ; for it is an act of 
treachery and unfaithfulness to the society at large ; and the consequence 
would be most calamitous, if such a practice were universally adopted— 
and would stamp the Order with certain degradation in the estimation of 
mankind. 

To promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and to carry on its operations 
with vigour, it is necessary that the periodical payments be made with re- 
gularity and precision This remark applies not only to private Lodges, 
but to the Grand Lodge by which the dignity of the Craft is supported, 
and its benefits displayed to the world. Its great charities are chiefly main- 
tained by contributions and fees of honour, and the Fund of Benevolenoe, 
which derives its efficacy entirely from this source, thus realises an average 
income amounting to more than £1000 a year. The Grand Lodge, there- 
fore, is fully justified in the exercise of severity towards those Lodges 
which neglect to make their payments promptly, or continue to withhold 
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the arrears of quarterage after repeated admonitions. In the spring of 
1829 the Board of Finance haring reported «hat several Lodges had neg- 
lected, for a long time past, to make their returns and remittances, pur- 
suant to the laws of the craft, notwithstanding repeated applications had 
been made to them for that purpose : It was ordered that the said Lodges 
be written to, requiring that their returns and payments be made by the 
undermentioned periods ; or in default thereof, that the Masters and War- 
dens of those jiodges neglecting, do shew cause, at the respective meet- 
ings, why their warrants should not be deolared forfeited, and their Lodges 
erased, vis. 

Those Lodges in England or the Channel Islands — at the Grand Lodge 
in June next — Those in the West Indies — at the Grand Lodge in Septem- 
ber next — Those in the East Indies — at the Grand Lodge in September 
1830. 

The year 1829 was distinguished by the privilege which His Royal High- 
ness graciously conferred on Past Grand Stewards, of wearing an honorary 
jewel ; and an appropriate design was submitted at the Quarterly Com- 
munication in September. The Grand Master stated, that he approved the 
design for a medal to be worn by Brethren who had served the office of 
Steward to both the Charities, viz. The Royal Freemasons’s Female 
School, and the Masonic Institution for Clothing and Educating the Sons 
of deceased and indigent Freemasons, and that those Brethren, who had so 
served both stewardships, and are desirous of possessing the medal, must 
communicate their wish to His Royal Highness, through the Grand Secre- 
tary, on or before the 1st February next, that the numbers wanted may 
be ascertained, because the price to be charged for the medal must neces- 
sarily depend upon the numbers struck off ; that is to say, the greater the 
number, the smaller will be the cost of each medal. 

To render this honour the more conspicuous, the Grand Master remark- 
ed, that he had observed recently, some Brethren wearing jewels or me- 
dals designating their particular Lodges, such jewels not having been sanc- 
tioned by the Grand Lodge; which proceeding is contrary to the regula- 
tions of the Craft. His Royal Highness, however, refrained from naming 
the individuals, in the hope that this notice would be sufficient to cause a 
discontinuance of the irregularity. 

In the year 1830, our Royal Patron King George the Fourth died. Now 
according to the practice of old Masons, “ Kings and other male sover- 
eigns, when made MasonB, are Grand Masters, by prerogative, during life ; 
and appoint a deputy, or approve of his election, to preside over the Fra- 
ternity with the title and honours of Grand Master ; but if the Sovereign 
is a female, or not a brother, or a Junior under a Regent, not a Brother ; 
or if the male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brother, is negligent of 
14 
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the Graft ; then the old Grand Officers may assemble the Grand Lodge in 
due form, to elect a Grand Master, to be annually re-chosen while it is 
mutually agreeable." 

. Accordingly at an especial Grand Lodge, holden 17th July 1830, the 
Grand Master addressed the Brethren on the great loss which the Craft 
had sustained by the decease of his late Majesty, King George the Fourth, 
who had so long and anxiously afforded his support and protection to the 
Order, first as Grand Master, and subsequently as Patron ; and stated that 
he had ordered this Special Grand Lodge to be convened, for the purpose 
of considering an Address to be presented to his present Majesty, upon the 
melancholy event ; at the same time to congratulate His Majesty upon his 
accession to the Throne, and to implore His Majesty’s protection as Patron 
of the Craft. 

His Royal Highness then read the draft of an Address, which he sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the Grand Lodge, as follows 

“ To the King’s Most Exoellent Majesty. 

“Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“ We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and faithful subjects, the Grand Mas- 
ter, Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Brethren, of the United Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England, with all humility and 
respect approach your Royal presence. 

“We have a two-fold duty to perform — as loyal and obedient subjects 
of your Majesty, we are bound to express our heartfelt congratulations at 
the accession of your Majesty to the Throne of this United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland; whilst, as Brethren of the Graft, we mOBt hum* 
bly request your Majesty to accept our sincere condolence on the death of 
your Majesty’s illustrious and immediate predecessor. 

“ By this afflicting event, your Majesty has been deprived of a beloved 
and affectionate Brother, and the members of our Fraternity have to de- 
plore the loss of the Great Patron of their Order, under whose auspices 
they had attained a height of prosperity hitherto unexampled in our Ma- 
sonic annals. 

“ Most Gracious Sire, 

*' These are not the words of unmeaning adulation, but the genuine tri- 
bute of a faithful Brotherhood, from whose hearts the recollection of past 
favours can never be effaced. 

“ We are emboldened, perhaps, and encouraged in the further delivery 
of our sentiments by the gratifying consciousness that, among the most 
illustrious members of our Order, the name of your Majesty has, happily 
for us, long been enrolled ; nor has your Majesty disdained to take, at 
various times, an active part in the more immediate concerns of the Fra- 
ternity. 

“ May we, then, in all humility, presume to solicit from your Majesty 
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that same patronageof tbe Craftrvrhiohouj'late revered Moaarehwas gflt» 
oiomsly pleased to bestowupoa us ? 

“ Iu the steadiness of our loyalty and affection towards your Majesty's 
person, we feel justly confident that #e yield to none of your Majesty’s 
subjects. 

“ We can appeal, in this respect, to your Majesty's intimate knowledge 
of our Maaonio pursuits. We feel assured that a speculative enquiry into 
the customs of antiquity — into the origin and progress of every liberal and 
useful art, which constitutes the very essence of Masonry — will never, in 
your Majesty’s opinion, disqualify the true Mason from being considered a 
good and virtuous member of society. 

“ In the public declaration of your Majesty's sentiments we possess the 
unrest pledge of that conduct which, under Providence, will continually 
lead to and effectually maintain the Peace and consequent Happiness of the 
whole community. Your Majesty has therein graciously referred to the 
circumstance of a life passed in the service of your country, in faithful 
obedience and entire subjection to yonr Sovereign. But, if a due submis- 
aim* to authority is the wisest preparation for the exercise of authority over 
others, then indeed we may look with confidence to the excellence of your 
Majesty’s Rule, sinoe, in the person of your Majesty, will be realized the 
saying of antiquity — “ that he is best qualified to govern who has best 
known hew to obey.’' 

“ In conclusion, then* we venture once more, in all humility, to solicit 
your Majesty’s gracious assent to the petitioning Prayer of our Fraternity ; 
end nothing mow remains for us but to implore the Great Architect of the 
Universe, the Author and Giver of all Good, that he may be pleased to be* 
stow His choicest blessings on your Majesty's head, and to establish, in 
Strength and righteousness* the Throne of your Kingdom.'' 

To this address the following answer was returned by His Majesty's 
Secretary for the Home Department 

“Whitehall, July 28, 1830. 

“ Sir, — I have the honour to inform yonr Royal Highness that His Ma- 
jesty has been graciously pleased to signify his consent to be Patron of the 
United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Acoepted Masons of England. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your Royal Highness’s dutiful and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT PEEL." 

“ His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex." 

Some confusion oocurred at the Grand Festival holden in March 1831, 
which induced His Royal Highness the Grand Master to exercise his au* 
tkority for the purpose of preventing the recurrence of scenes which ap* 
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peared to reflect discredit on the Order. A song was sang by one of the 
professional Glee Singers in the Ladies 9 Room, which was supposed to have 
a political bias, in consequence of which an interruption ensued, which dis- 
composed the proceedings, and put a period to the harmony and good feel- 
ing which had always formed the leading characters of these meetings. No 
immediate notice was taken of the matter ; but it formed the subject of 
future proceedings, which proclaimed the striot sense of justice and deco- 
rum which actuated His Royal PTighness in discharging the duties attached 
to his high situation. 

Freemasonry in the Provinces was progressing at this time with gradual 
but sure effect. The most gratifying intelligence was communicated peri- 
odically amongst the Brethren of Provincial Meetings, and important 
transactions of private Lodges, which, though not of sufficient weight to 
introduce into a general History of Masonry, yet shew the spirit by which 
the Brethren were actuated at this stirring period. Many Provincial Grand 
Masters, with their Deputies and Officers, evinced a zeal which did them 
honour ; and eminent Masons in many of the Provinces exerted them- 
selves to carry into effect the true principles of the Order, by inspiring 
their Lodges with a taste for the philosophy of the science, and a substitu- 
tion of extended labour for extended refreshment. 

At the quarterly communication of March 1881, the Grand Master stated 
to the Brethren that having learned it was the wish of the Masters of 
Lodges, that he should record his opinion on the proper Rule to be ob- 
served in the election and installation of the Master of a Lodge ; His Royal 
Highness was pleased to declare that it was necessary, previous to such in- 
stallation, that the minutes of the preceding Lodge should be read and 
confirmed ; after which the usual ceremonies of swearing in and plaoing 
the W. Master in the chair were to be performed. Should the minutes 
not be confirmed, then the summons issued for the following- regular meet- 
ing of the Lodge must set forth that the Brethren would proceed to elect 
a new Master, and on the confirmatien of those minutes at the next ordi- 
nary Lodge-night, as provided in the Book of Constitutions, p. 57, see. 2, 
the installation of the new Master might be legally performed. 

The Board of General Purposes reported, at the Grand Lodge in June 
1831, that a complaint having been preferred by the Lodge of Benevo- 
lence, against the Lodge No. 335, for having attached to the Petition 
of the Widow of a late Brother, a certificate that the deceased Brother 
had been twelve years a subscribing member to that Lodge, while it ap- 
pears from the Grand Lodge Book, that he has been only three years 
a member, the Master and Wardens of that Lodgp were summoned to at- 
tend the Board with their books, which they accordingly did. Upon an 
inspection of the books, it appeared that the deceased Brother was initiated 
in the year 1800, that he paid two quarters from that date; and at subse- 
quent periods, but very irregularly! he paid three years and three quarters 
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mor« ; making together four years and a quarter, the last of such payments 
being iu 1812. The W. Master stated, in explanation, that upon refer- 
ring to the books, when the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found 
that the Brother had been initiated in 1800 and made his last payment in 
1812, it was therefore concluded that he had been twelve years a member, 
and the certificate was signed accordingly. The Board, feeling that this 
proceeding manifested a great want of attention on the part of the Officers 
of the Lodge, calculated to mislead the Lodge of Benevolence ; it was re- 
solved, that the Master be severely reprimanded for this irregularity, and 
cautioned that his Lodge be more circumspect in future. 

In September, His Royal Highness was requested to superintend the 
deposition of the foundation stone of a new building to be erected in Agar- 
street, Strand, and to be called the Charing Cross Hospital. This part of 
the metropolis is thickly peopled, and accidents on the River Thames are 
of frequent occurrence, with no similar institution within a convenient dis- 
tance. The utility of such a charity being thus obvious, His Royal High- 
ness graciously consented ; and for this purpose opened a Grand Lodge in 
the Vestry Room, near the parish Church of Saint Martin's, Westminster; 
where he was attended by His Grace the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master 
of Ireland ; Lord Dundas, D. G. M. ; James Agar, P. D. G. M. ; Lord 
George Lennox, S. G. W. ; Lord II. John Churchill, J. G. W. ; Earl Fer- 
rers, P. G. M. for Staffordshire ; as well as all the Grand Officers present 
and Past; several Provincial Grand Masters; and the Masters and War- 
dens of many private Lodges. 

The procession was then formed, and moved in the following order, viz. 


Grand 

Steward. 




Police Officers. 

Military Band of Music. 

Two Tylers. 

The Banner of the Grand Lodge. j Steward 

{ The Wardens, Past Masters of the several Lodges ; according to ) 
Rank, J uniors walking first. J 

Officers of Grand Stewards 1 Lodge. 

The Architect with the Plans. 

C A Cornucopia, with Corn, borne by the 
Grand < > Master of a Lodge. Grand 

Steward. < [ Two Ewers, with Wine and Oil, borne Steward. 
| i by the Master of a Lodge. 

Grand Organist. 

G. Superintendent of Works. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Past Grand Sword Bearers. 

Post Grand Deacons. 

Grand Deacons of the Tear. 

Grand Secretary, bearing B?ok of Constitutions on a Cushion. 
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Grand Secretary, bearing the Plate with the Inscription for the Foundation 

Stone. 

Grand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal. 

Past Grand Treasurers. 

Grand Treasurer, bearing a Phial, containing the Coins to be deposited in 

the Stone. 

Past Grand Chaplains. 

The Grand Chaplain, bearing the Sacred Law on a Cushion. 

Past Grand Wardens. 

Past Provincial Grand Masters. 

Provincial Grand Masters. 

Past Deputy Grand Masters. 

The Corinthian Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge 
The Column of J. G. W., borne by the Master of a Lodge. 

The Junior Grand Warden, with Plumb Rule. 

The Doric Light, bore by the Master of a Lodge. 

The Column of S.G.W., borne by the Master of a Lodge. 

The Senior Grand Warden, with Level. 

The Deputy Grand MasteT, with the Square, 
f M. W. Grand Master of Ireland, His Grace the 
Grand Duke of Leinster, with the Mall used by Grand Grand 
Steward. Master Sir Christopher Wren on laying the " Steward. 

Foundation Stone of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

The Ionic Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge. 

Grand C The Banner of H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, ) Grand 
Steward. { M. W. Grand Master. J Steward. 

The Grand Sword Bearer. 

Grand > H. R. H. The Duke op Sussex M. W. Grand > Grand 
Steward. $ Master. ) Steward. 

Two Grand Stewards. 

Grand ( The Standard of His Majesty King William the ) Grand 
Steward. ( Fourth, Patron of the Order. J Steward. 

Two Grand Stewards. 

Grand Tyler. 

Stewards of the Hospital, with Wanda. 

Vice-Patrons and Vice-Presidents. 

Stewards, with Wands. 

Trustees, Treasurers, Building Committee, and Officers. 
Stewards, With Wands. 

Governors and Subscribers. 

Stewards with Wands. 

Beadles. 

When the head of the procession arrived at the place where it was to 
halt, the Brethren divided to the right and left, and faced inwards, forming 
an avenue for the M. W. Grand Master to pass through, preceded by the 
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Steward of the Grand Patron and the Grand Sword: Bearer, and followed 
by His Royal Highness’s Banner, the Ionic Light, the Grand Master of 
Ireland, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Officers, who took their respec- 
tive situations on the platform* The Vice-Patrons of the Institution, the 
Vice-Presidents) and the Building Committee also took their placet on the 
platform. 

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower one was adjusted, the 
Grand Secretary read, aloud, the inscription engraven on the brass plate.— 
The Grand Treasurer then deposited the phial containing the coins in the 
cavity of the lower stone, and the Grand Secretary placed the inscription 
plate over the mouth of the cavity. The cement was then placed on the 
upper face of the bottom stone, and the Grand Master adjusted the same 
with a trowel banded to him for that purpose* After which the upper 
stone was lowered slowly, the band playing “ Rule Britannia.” 

The Grand Master then proved the just position and form of the stone 
by the plumb, level, and square, which were successively delivered to him 
by the Junior and Senior Grand Wardens, and the Deputy Grand Master 
Being satisfied in these particulars, His Royal Highness gave the stone 
three knocks with the mall, which was delivered by His Grace the Duke 
of Leinster. The Cornucopia, containing the corn, and the Ewers, with 
the wine and oil, were then handed to His Royal Highness, who strewed 
the corn and poured the wine and oil over the stone, with the accustomed 
ceremonies. The Grand Master having inspected the plan of the intended 
building, delivered the same to the Architect, together with the several 
tools used in proving the position of the stone, and desired him to proceed, 
without lees of time, to the completion of the work in conformity with the 
plwu 

The Stewards and Committee of the Hospital having erected a very ex- 
tensive platform, and also seats for the accommodation of spectators, the 
ceremony was graced by the presence of many Ladies of Noble Families^ 
and others of distinction, with a very numerous assemblage of Gentlemen. 

Copy of the Inscription engraven on the Brass Plate deposited in the 

Stone. 

9 In the Seeond Year of the Reign of His 
Majesty King William IV., 

This First Stone 
of the 

Charing-Cross Hospital, 
was laid in ample Masonic form, 
on the 15th September, 1831, 
by His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick 
_ Duke or Sussex K. G., & o. Ac. A o. 
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Grand Master of the freemasons of England, 
and Patron of the Institution. 

J)ecimu9 Burton, Esq., Architect. 

Messrs. Howard and Nixon, Builders. 

At the commencement of the year 1832, Sir John Soane, Grand Super- 
intendent of Works, reported to the Grand Master that he had had the 
gratification to complete, by order of the Grand Lodge, the New Masonio 
Hall, as a temple to he devoted exclusively to Masonry. That, notwith- 
standing every attention to economy, consistent with the substantial erec- 
tion of the building, the outlay had unavoidably been considerable. But, 
as an aidant lovUr of' the 'fraternity, he Has anxious to contribute his mite 
towards defraying the expense of a structure consecrated to the purposes 
of the Graft, and felt that heoould not avail himself of a more appropriate 
tiine for so doing than 4hd anniversary of the Grand Master's biftb. And 
heaeeordtngly eociosed a draftfor £500. At the Quarterly Communica- 
tien In ‘March, 'therefore, it was unUUimotuly resolved, that the Grand 
Lodge acoepts with gratitude this munificent donation ; and whilst tender- 
ing their thanks to Brother Sir John Soane, for this renewed manifestation 
of his liberality and seokms attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge can- 
not but'reoord, with feelings of brotherly and affectionate regard, their 
esteem and approval of the skill and talent displayed by him in the pro- 
gress and completion of the work. 

The attention of the Graft about this time Was directed by many Pro- 
vincial Grand Mastem, to the necessity and benefit which may be derived 
from attending to the authorised lectures at the stated Meetings of the 8o* 
ciety, because it has been found by experienee that where they are regu- 
larly delivered, a full attendance of the Brethren is always ensured, For 
this purpose (hey have been conveniently divided into Motions aid clauses, 
which may ooeasiofcally be entreated to talented Brethren, at tht will and 
pleasure, and under the direction of the W. Master. This is a practice 
which excites emulation, and produces industry amongst those who might 
otherwise be always indifferent. It onoenrmges the timid Brethren to ex- 
ercise and improve their dormant talent; and is frequently found to devel- 
ope ability and weal, which might have for ever remained undiscovered 
sad unknown. To those who have witnessed the eagerness with which, 
Oven Brethren of ordinary abilities have listened to the Masonio lecture, 
and the edification which it has produced* this duty will need no reoom- 
Sttendatkm. But as the practice of lecturing in the Provinces is very limi- 
ted, it was thought not altogether useless to point out its constant and cer- 
tain effects, that the Brethren might be induoed to enter on it with spirit 
and alacrity. 

In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Graft’s aid Master Mason's 
Lectures am not frequently delivered, and U is to be feared that there are 
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some which advance no farther than the simple qualification questions, or 
at most, the reasons for certain particulars in our ceremonials, which ex- 
cite the curiosity and research of a newly-initiated Brother. If however 
the Brethren were to consider the variety of important subjects both in 
saienoe and morals, history, tradition, and holy legend, which the complete 
course of the three degrees embraces ; if they were to reflect on the sub- 
lime pathos of many insulated passages in them all ; and possess any taste 
for the investigation of science, and its application to the improvement of 
the human heart, they would no longer delay giving up some portion of 
their leisure to the study and examination of the Masonic lectures ; and 
it is a pursuit, that, if they once fairly embarked in it, would prove a fund 
of instruction and amusement which would amply repay their labour. 

For want of a proper attention to this duty, great numbers of Lodges 
had fallen into desuetude, and about this time surrendered their warrants. 
Others were erased from the books of the Grand Lodge for neglecting to 
make their periodical payments to the Fund of Benevolence ; or to aoeount 
for the fees for registering newly-initiated Brethren. Under these circum- 
stances, it was thought necessary to re-arrange the numbers ; and for this 
purpose notioe was given at the Quarterly Communication in June 1832, 
by the Grand Secretary, that at the next Quarterly Communication, the 
list of Lodges, with the numbers altered accordingly and closed, would be 
submitted for the further order of the Grand Lodge. And it was accord- 
ingly ordered that the numbers of all the Lodges on the record of the Grand 
Lodge be brought forward in regular suooession by filling up the numbers 
which are vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges at various times. 

It would be invidious to enumerate the active and intelligent Masons 
who, at this period, employed their time aid exercised their talents to pro- 
mote the efficiency of their respective Lodges, and by their laudable and 
untiring exertions, conferred honour and popularity on the Craft. The ap- 
plause and satisfaction of their own minds constitute the highest praise, 
and the most valuable reward. Their services however were not overlook- 
ed by their Masonic companions ; and during the present year, several tes- 
timonials were presented to meritorious Brethren ; and amongst the rest a 
Fast Master's Jewel to Brother Begbie, on retiring from the Chair of the 
Neptune Lodge, No. 22 ; and a valuable silver snuff-box to Brother Barnes, 
as an expression of the sense which was entertained by the Brethren of 
his services as Honorary Secretary, at the Nore Excursion, for the benefit 
of the'Boyal Masonic Institution for Boys. 

At the Quarterly Communication in March 1833, the Deputy Grand 
Master, Lord Dundas, informed the Brethren that he was oharged by the 
Duke of Sussex to present to the Grand Lodge a marble bust of his pre- 
sent Majesty King William the Fouth, the Patron of Masonry; and in the 
name of his Royal Highness to request their acceptance of it And also 
to present three gilt silver trowels used by the Grand Master in laying the 
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first stones of the London University, the Licensed Victuallers Asylum, 
and the Charing Cross Hospital. On which it was unanimously resolved, 
that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand Mas- 
ter for these gracious gifts, which will ever be ranked amongst its most 
valued possessions, and furnish to the Brethren an additional proof of tbo 
constant regard manifested by His Royal Highness to the best interests of 
the Masonic fraternity. They will remain a perpetual memorial of tho 
honors and protection conferred upon the fraternity by having the Sover- 
eigns of the country for its patrons, and a Prince for its Grand Master; 
whose gifts establish the important truth that the peculiar duties of a Free- 
mason will be best performed by endeavouring to follow his example ; prov- 
ing that every institution by which education may be promoted, want re- 
lieved, or calamity alleviated, may rely upon the active support and co- 
operation of the Grand Master of that order, whose characteristic princi- 
ple is benevolence. 

In this year a question of great importance was decided in Grand Lodge. 
The Board of General Purposes reported, that a complaint had been pre- 
ferred by a Brother against a Lodge in the London district, alleging that 
he had been initiated therein in the year 1817 ; but that the Lodge had 
•mitted to register his name with the Grand Lodge, and consequently that 
he was unable to procure a Grand Lodge certificate. Upon examination 
of the books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared that the complaint 
was correctly founded. In answer to this charge, the officers of the Lodgo 
stated, that all the present members had joined since the period of the 
Brother's initiation, and that therefore they did not conceive that they were 
liable to the payment. The Grand Lodge however entertained a different 
view of the case ; and it was resolved, that every Lodge is responsible for 
the payment of all register fees and dues which they had received, and 
that no lapse of time can exonerate a Lodgo for such liability. The Board 
therefore ordered the payment of the register fees, which the Lodge paid 
accordingly. 

In September 1833, His Royal Highness the Grand Master was graci- 
ously pleased to honour the Lodges at Nottingham with a visit; for which 
purpose a Grand Lodge being convened, was numerously attended by Bre- 
thren from the adjoining provinces of Lincoln, Leicester, Warwick, and 

Perby, from a sense of. duty to His Royal Highness as well as anticipated 
gratification to themselves. 

Present : 

His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick Duke or Sussex, 

K.G., Ac., Ac., &o , M.W.G.M., on the Throne. 

R. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, Prov. G. M. for Nottinghamshire! 
is D. G. M. 

V. W. Bro. W. F. N. Norton, Ptoy. S.G.W., as S.G.W. 
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Y. W. Bro. John Strong, Prov. J.G.W., as J.G.W. 

R. W. Bro. Right Hon. Lord Rancliff, Prov. G. M. for Lokwtmhiro. 

R. W. Bro. Sir Frederick G. Fowke, Bart., P.S.G.W. 

R. W. Bro. Lord H. J. Spencer Churchill, P.S.G.W. 

Y. W. Bro. I. M. B. Pigot, D. Prov. G.M. for Nottingham. 

V. W. Bro. William H. White, G.S. 

Y. W. Bro. The Rev. Luke Jackson, Prov. G. Chaplain for Notts. 

V W. Bro. J. Smith Wright, Prov. G. Treasurer. 

Y W. Bro. Henry Percy, Prov. G. Registrar. 

V. W. Bro. Edward Percy, Prov. G. Secretary. 

W. Bro. Sansom, Prov. S.G.D. 

W. Bro. Ludhara, Prov. J.G.D. 

W. Bro. James Fellows, Prov. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

W. Bro. Thomas Danks, Prov. Grand Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. Captain R. H. Pigot, R.N.G. Pursuivant. 

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of various Lodges. 

At this Grand Lodge an address was presented to the Grand Master, b j 
Colonel Wildman, as Deputy Grand Master, which stated, that “ the Bre- 
thren gladly embraced the opportunity thus afforded them of expressing 
to His Royal Highness how deeply they appreciated that fraternal counte- 
nance and support, which, as members pf the Crafty they hare ever re- 
ceived from him. Being fully confident, that under the benefits of such 
influence and example, the mystic, ancient, and universally extended Or- 
der in which they had been enrolled, will not only in this province, but hi 
every other under His Royal Highness’s guidance and control, oontinue to 
maintain the exalted position it has already attained, and spread widerand 
wider those blessings which it is so well calculated to confer upon man- 
kind.” 

To which address His Royal Highness was pleased to return the follow- 
ing answer ; 

R. W. Prov. Grand Master, Depnty Provincial Grand Master, Provin- 
cial Grand Wardens, and Brethren of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the 
County of Nottingham : — I aooept with great pleasure your expressions of 
devotion to the Craft, and of attachment and confidence in me. 

It is only upon the assurance of the existence of such feelings, that I 
oan either expect to govern the fraternity, or hope to preserve that har* 
mony so necessary to the respectability, the harmony, and the prosperity 
of our Society. 

May the Great Architect of the Universe, under whose protection wo 
are here assembled this day, bless all your undertakings, till time shall bo 
no more. 

From the Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge for the yea t 
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1833, we gather the gratifying intelligence, that Freemasonry was improv- 
ing in its finanoes, and that the Masonio Charities were unusually active; 
affording comfort and relief to the widow and orphan who were destitute 
of consolation from other sources ; while the aged and distressed Freema- 
son! who, through unavoidable misfortune, had been exposed to want, siok- 
ness, infirmity, and disease, found his heart cheered and his necessities sup- 
plied by the unostentatious bounty of those worthy Brethren who had 
shared in his prosperity, or who had united with him in happier days to 
trace wisdom, and to follow virtue upon the sacred floor of tho Lodge. — 
Various sums were voted to deserving objects by the Board of Benevo- 
lence ; while the Provincial Grand Lodges were not backward in aiding 
the kind designs of private charity, to relieve the poor members of their 
respective bodies. 

In all times, from the establishment of Freemasonry in its present form,, 
the Craft has been so far identified with Operative Masonry, as to be re- 
quested to afford its assistance, at the ceremony of laying the foundation 
stones of public edifices. This distinction is tacitly conceded to the fra- 
ternity as a matter of courtesy if not of right. And it is a custom which 
has kept Freemasonry constantly before the public, as an institution of gen- 
eral utility connected with the usages and observances of social life. As 
a body the fraternity attract attention by the display which is indispensa- 
ble on these occasions ; and inspire respect by the order and decorum which 
characterize their general deportment. The rites of religion always form- 
ing a constituent part of the ceremonial, enlists the sympathies of think- 
ing men in cur behalf ; and the association of prayer becomes indelibly 
linked with the formality of depositing the stone of foundation, in the 
mind of the most indifferent observer. In September 1833, the first stone 
of Jamaica Street Bridge, at Glasgow, was laid with Masonio honours. — 
The different Lodges which attended on that occasion, took the place as- 
signed to them in the Cathedral at eleven o'clock, the brethren being 
clothed in black with white stockings and gloves. Divine service was per- 
formed by the very Reverend Principal Macfarlen ; the Anthems by Orme's 
Church Band ; and Messrs. Lithgow’s Vocal Band ; after which the pro- 
cession passed down the High Street, along the Trongate, and Argyle 
Street, down Jamaica Street, along Clyde Street, to the side of the bridge, 
where the foot stone was leveled with solemn ceremonies. 

From this period records are more abundant ; and consequently our ac- 
count of the progress of Freemasonry will be more diversified and satisfac- 
tory. The establishment of a periodical at the beginning of the year 1834, 
as a depository for Masonio information, has constituted an epoch, from 
which Freemasonry may date its most rapid and general advancement in 
the scale of Stfoial improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly be- 
fore the publio, its advantages, as a moral and scientific institution, have 
become better known, and more universally admitted. The attention of 
35 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



646 


MA60HI0 L1B&ABT* 


thinking men has been called to a consideration of its merits ; and as thej 
have been mere evidently developed, the science has been more extensively 
admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy and meritorious brethren, as 
well as frequent calls for oountenance and assistance in oenseorating the 
first stone of publio buildings, are becoming of more constant occurrence, 
as will abundantly appear from the continuation of these annals. Such 
facts cannot fail to prove that Freemasonry occupies a higher station in 
popular esteem than it did a few years ago ; and its success in the provinces 
speaks the language of approbation and gratitude. 


CHAP. II. 

History of the most remarkable events which occurred during the Yeats 
1834 and 1885. 

This period opened unpropitiously for the Craft, who received with feel- 
ings of the most poignant sorrow, the announcement that unfavourable 
symptoms of a grievous calamity had displayed themselves on the person 
of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, who, as Grand Master of Ma- 
sons, had acquired the unfeigned affection of the brethren of all ranks and 
degrees. They heard with regret that the sight of His Royal Highness 
was visibly declining ; and fears were entertained that his vision would be 
wholly obscured. In his speech at the birth-day celebration, the subject 
was alluded to in a manner which excited the warmest and most heartfelt 
sympathy. His Royal Highness observed that “ his health, although im- 
proved since he last met them, was not sufficiently re-established to admit 
of his attention to many general duties which devolved upon him as a pub- 
lic man ; and that for the future he could hardly hope to be enabled to 
preside at any other assemblies than those of the Order, the interests of 
which were ever nearest his heart. His sight,” he added, “ was materially 
affected ; but whether in Lodge, or in the solitude of his chamber, Masonry 
would ever receive his active and serious attention.” An operation was 
contemplated, which prevented the usual attendance of Bis Royal Highness 
at the Anniversary Meetings of the Masonic Charities. 

In reference to some irregularities which occurred in the Glee Room at 
a Grand Festival, as related in the preceding chapter, His Royal Highness 
thought it expedient to express his displeasure, that such occurrences might 
in future be avoided. To effect this purpose, he promulgated an order, 
stating that “ as unpleasant circumstances have occasionally arisen by bre- 
thren endeavouring to obtain admission into the Glee Room, on the days 
of the various Masonic Festivals, to hear the professional Brethren who 
are engaged to sing in the Ladies’ room ; and as these occurrences have 
tended to the detriment of the Craft, the Grand Master feels himself called 
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vpon to direct that in future the attendance of the professional gentlemen 
in that room should be dispensed with." 

This order, not being perfectly understood, caused some confusion in the 
subsequent arrangements made by the Grand Stewards ; and at a meeting 
of the Governors of the Boys’ School, His Royal Highness condescended 
to explain his meaning more particularly, on the motion of Brother Lyth- 
goe. He said that 44 the entertainments had gradually assumed the char- 
acter of a concert in the Ladies 1 room; and declared that he acted from 
information, that at the Festival of 183 1, there l|adL been irregularities 
which could only be prevented by such measures as would effectually check 
their repetition ; and that on the recent promulgation of his orders, he had 
personal proof that it was necessary to exercise the power with whieh he 
was invested. At the Boys 1 Festival, his orders only went to stop the 
concert in the Glee Room ; and not to prevent those Brethren who had 
for a long period enjoyed the privilege of entree from associating with the 
Ladies. That, therefore, he was not answerable for the oonduct of others 
who had exceeded his directions, doubtless from a mis- construction of them ; 
although those directions were addressed to them in writing to prevent 
their being misunderstood." 

About this time circumstances of a public nature transpired, which drew 
t':e attention of His Royal Highness to the subject of Masonio Registra- 
tion, pursuant to an Aot of Parliament passed in the 89th year of the 
Reign of Geo. IQ. cap. 79. It appears that great numbers of the Pro- 
vincial Lodges had neglected to oomply with the terms of protection named 
in that statute.* To remedy an evil which might operate unfavourably for 
the institution, the Grand Master, with that paternal care which he has al- 
ways evinced for Freemasonry, and actuated, as he expressed himself at 
the Grand Festival of this year, by a desire to preserve a due obedience to 
the laws by which the order has been protected and supported ; and to ex- 
tend the respectability and high character of the Craft, addressed the fol- 
lowing communication to the Masters of Lodges. 

Freemasons’ Hall, London, April 29tb, 1834. 

W. Master, 

We are especially commanded by the M. W. Grand Master to direet 
that you will immediately upon receipt of this, register with the Clerk of 
the Peace for the County, Stewartry, Riding, Division, or place in which 
your Lodge is situated, a correct list of the members of your Lodge, with 
their titles, professions, trades, or business, and also their residences ; in 
which return yon are also to state the times and place of your meetings ; 
and you will forthwith apprize us, for the Grand Master’s information, 

• The forms aiH provisions, of this Act maybe found in the 14th and 15th Editions 
of Preston, p. 307. 
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when you have complied with this direction. In default of your so doing, 
your lodge will be liable to erasure. 

For you r guidance and instruction, a form of the return to be made to 
the Clerk of the Peace accompanies this. 

By command of the M. W. Grand Master, 
William H. Whit*, 

Edw. Harper, 

A notice of a benevolent project for erecting and endowing an Asylum 
for aged and decayed 'Freemasons of good character, was promulgated in 
the July number of the Freemasohs’ Quarterly Review for 1834. The 
original sketch comprehended an union of the intended establishment with 
the existing charities or schools for the male and female orphans of Free- 
masons ; and stated the requisite amount of capital at £6000. The con- 
ception was noble, but the plan was undigested ; and subsequent experi- 
ence has modified its details, and placed it on the basis of its own indivi- 
dual merits. The announcement however was received by the brethren 
with general approbation, as a project of benevolence, worthy the great and ' 
flourishing institution to which it was proposed to be attached, and to which 
it would look for exclusive support ; and many professions of co-operation 
and assistance were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well as from in- 
dividual brethren. 

The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, No. 54, celebrated their cen- 
tenary at Putney, on the 3rd July, 1834. It is an event which very few 
Lodges are blessed with an opportunity of observing ; and it is recorded 
to the honour of this Lodge, that during the whole of that period, its bre- 
thren have been faithful ; the attendances regular, and the finances flour- 
ishing. After the cloth was drawn, the Worshipful Master, Brother G. 
W. Turner, addressed the brethren as follows : 

“ A century has elapsed since our Lodge was constituted. Death, the 
great destroyer, has, during that period, removed numbers of our Brethren 
from this mortal Btate of existence. The memory of the founders of our 
Lodge id entitled to our especial reverenoe, inasmuch as they were men 
who were considered by the Brethren of that age worthy depositories of 
our principles and privileges ; those principles they have transmitted to us, 
unsullied by any dishonourable act, and those privileges we now enjoy, un- 
impaired by innovation. It is therefore, with the deepest feelings of re- 
spect and veneration, that I now call upon you to honour their memory 
with your approbation/' 

A number of silver medals which had been struck to commemorate the 
event, were distributed amongst such of the Brethren as had distinguished 
themselves by their zealous exertions as Masons and Members of the Strong 
Man Lodge, who received them with suitable acknowledgments ; and wear 
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them as a proud trophy of merit which will descend to their children, and 
probably be produced at the next centenary as memorials of the illustrious 
dead. 

Several new Lodges were constituted in the Provinces during the year 
1834, and two new Halls dedicated to Masonry ; one at Dorchester by Bro- 
ther W. Eliot, Esq , D.P.G.M. for Dorset; and the other at Tiverton, by 
Brother The Lord viscount Ebrington, M.P., P.G.M. for Devonshire. — 
These are events of great importance in estimating the progressive advance 
of the Order, and its moral influence in the hearts of its members. 

An institution was formed in this year, which become, in a very brief 
period, of great importance as a medium of communication with the Grand 
Lodge. The Masters’ and Past Masters’ Club was embodied in December 
1834 to insure a full attendance at the Quarterly Committees ; and to facil- 
itate the business of the Grand Lodge, by a previous discussion of impor- 
tant motions to be brought forward and disposed of there. In addition to 
the Masters and Past Masters of Private Lodges, Provincial Grand Mas- 
ters are eligible for admission to this Club, which thus affords to the coun- 
try Brethren an opportunity of Masonic intercourse that cannot fail to be 
mutually agreeable and beneficial. The institution became extremely use- 
ful, inasmuch as on all questions of importance the Provincial Brethren 
made a point of assembling for the purpose of discussion, and the interests 
of both thus become agreeably identified. 

Freemasonry in the Provinces smoothly and quietly pursued its unosten- 
tatious course at this period ; augmenting its resources, and increasing in 
respectability and esteem. In the ceremonial of public works indeed, its 
aid was generally solicited to lend an appearance of form and seriousness 
to the proceedings. Schools and charities were instituted — and private be- 
nevolence cheered the hearts of the worthy distressed. Addresses were 
forwarded to the Masonio Authorities couched in elegant language ; and 
the brethren cultivated a taste for philosophy and science. These are 
wholesome symptoms of a vigorous and flourishing institution ; and the 
speeches at Provincial Meetings shew that the learning and talent of the 
united kingdom had been enlisted in behalf of this hallowed science. The 
appointments of our Provincial Grand Lodges assumed a correctness of de- 
tail which is unprecedented in the annals of English Freemasonry. Every 
officer appears in his proper clothing, and thus the science in its decora* 
tions, its ceremonial, and its philosophy, is without a rival. 

At the annual Festival of the Palatine Lodge at Sunderland, December 
29th, 1834, Sir Guthbert Sharpe, Bart., Worshipful Master, in the chair, 
a very gratifying scene was presented. Immediately after dinner the Or- 
phan Boys of Masons educated at the expense of the Lodge, were, accord- 
ing to custom, introduced and examined as to their progress in learning 
during the year, and gave most satisfactory proofs of the proficiency they 
bad made. The Palatine Lodge has set a noble example, worthy the imi- 
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tation of other Provincial Lodges ; and a similar school attached to the 

principal Lodge in every county, would exhibit a moral lesson of Free- 
masonry which the public could not refuse to understand. 

We close the occurrences of the year 1834, with a catalogue of the places 
where foundation stones were laid accompanied by Masonic honours ; and 
of public testimonials presented to deserving brethren, as an expression of 
gratitude for moral worth, and indefatigable exertion in the great cause of 
Freemasonry. Of the former there is only a single instance, which oc- 
curred in the month of June, when Brother W. Eliot, Esq., D.P.G.M. for 
Dorset laid the foundation stone of an embankment at Weymouth, with 
the usual formalities. Of the latter it is recorded that in the month of 
January a splendid Masonic Jewel* was presented to Lord Durham, P. 0. 
M. for Durham ; in February two silver trowels to the members of the 
Lodge of Antiquity by His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex ; in June, 
a silver cup to Brother Coe, the founder of the Excursion to the Nore for 
the benefit of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, which has proved 
very beneficial to that establishment; and in December, a Royal Arch 
Jewel to Brother Fisher, of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge. 

The complaint of his Royal Highness the Grand Master was not suffi- 
ciently advanced at the April Quarterly Communication in 1835, to allow 
of an operation being performed, although he was unfortunately afflicted 
with a total loss of sight; and the Brethren received the intelligence that 
it was impossible for him to preside at that meeting, with unaffected sor- 
row. The Grand Master, however, consented to the humble request of the 
brethren, that he would allow himself to be put in nomination for the en- 
suing year, as well-grounded hopes were entertained that a successful opera- 
tion would restore him to their wishes before the expiration of that period. 
His election was carried by acclamation. The Earl of Durham, D. G. M. 
officiated in his absence, and after dinner made an announcement that was 
received with loud and continued cheering. He said, 

“ I congratulate you upon the very great advances which Freemasonry 
is making amongst all classes of men. In the metropolis it flourishes ; and 
the Provincial Brethren vie with those in London both in numbers and re- 
spectability. It appears to me to be our paramount duty to sustain and 
support Freemasonry; not simply because it is founded upon charity, bene- 
volence, and piety ; but because it enables men who are confessedly separa- 
ted by religious differences or political dissention, conscientiously to meet 

* This splendid testimonial was made by Brother Tate, of Regent Street. It is 
oval shaped, bordered with flowers in various tints of gold, of exquisite workman- 
ship ; and in the centre, on a blue enamel ground, is placed the square and compasses, 
with a star of five points in brilliants. The design is chaste and elegant, and the 
•fleet very striking. It bears the following inscription : “ Presented to the Earl of 
Durham, Provincial Grani Master, by his grateful brethren, 21st January, 1834.” 
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in the calm serenity of an untroubled scene, whatever may be their creed 
or political bias. Freemasonry has, however, a still nobler aim — it asso- 
ciates the poor and the rich upon terms of perfect equality, without a vio- 
lation of decorum, without offering the slightest interference with the re- 
gulations of well-organized society. Surely the prevalence of such prin- 
ciples must contribute to the prosperity of the country, by promoting gen- 
eral harmony, and uniting all classes in the strictest and closest bonds of 
concord.” 

Some very extensive repairs, rendered necessary by the giving way of 
its foundation, had just been completed in the School House of the Royal 
Freemasons’ Female Orphan School, at an expense amounting to more 
than two thousand pounds. To meet this heavy outlay, the Grand Mas- 
ter, by a public circular, called the attention of the various Chapters and 
Lodges, and also of the individual members to the subject ; relying with 
confidence that they will not suffer this excellent charity to decline from 
the effects of a misfortune, attended with serious expense, which was as 
unavoidable as it was necessary. The appeal was promptly answered. The 
Grand Lodge contributed £100 ; the Grand Chapter £50 ; and after the 
annual dinner the Brethren present subscribed £700. Brother Bond Cab- 
bell gave fifty guineas, and many Private Lodges contributed liberally. In 
a word, the Masonic Institutions are nobly supported ; for it is impossible, 
in a society constituted on the principles of benevolence, that the cause of 
the Orphan can ever be abandoned. Subsequently a general subscription 
of the whole Craft was entered into for the purpose of making up the de- 
ficiency. 

At a meeting of the friends and subscribers to the projected Asylum 
for aged and decayed Freemasons, bolden in the month of June 1835, the 
following resolutions were agreed to : 

“ That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious but 
aged and decayed Freemasons, by the erection of an Asylum to receive 
him within its sanctuary. 

“ That this meeting having heard statements produced in evidence of 
the means possessed by the Craft at large ; are fully satisfied with, and 
coincide therein, and pledge themselves to exert their utmost power in car- 
rying the first resolution into practical effect. 

“ That this meeting receive with the warmest feelings of Masonic grati- 
tude, the announcement from the Chairman, that the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Durham, D. G. M., has condescended to become one of the 
trustees ; and the heartfelt thanks of this meeting are respectfully offered 
to his Lordship, for this mark of his solicitude, kindness and protection. 

“ That the cordial thanks of the meeting are most especially due to 
William Willoughby Preaeott, Esq., for his ready acquiescence with the 
request of the Chairman in being named as a Trustee. 
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“ That the inaugural festival of the Asylum do take place on the 81st 
July, under the direction of a board of Stewards/' 

The centenary of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge was celebrated in Free- 
masons’ Hall m the month of December, the period of 100 years having 
elapsed since its actual constitution ; although from time immemorial, it is 
understood to have existed as an association of the most libera], talented, 
and influential Brethren of the Order. The Members evinced their sense 
of the interest and importance of the occasion, by assembling in great 
numbers ; and the Bplendonr of appearance exhibited in the Hall, when 
the announcement of visitors had ceased, can scarcely be imagined, as it 
formed one continued blaze of crimson silk. After dinner, when propos- 
ing the health of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, the W. Mas- 
ter, Brother Giraud, gave an interesting outline of the details and proceed- 
ings of the Lodge Bince it was embodied in June 1735 ; and concluded 
with the following merited compliment to the Grand Master : 

“ I oome to a distressing subject, in announcing that His Royal Highness 
has been compelled to decline our invitation this evening, on account of 
his want of sight. My brethren, could he but have witnessed our devotion 
to his sway, our veneration for his character, our affection for his person, 
it might have cheered him in the continuance of those exalted duties, which, 
may it please the Great Architect, he may exercise for many years ; it 
would convince him, that however all Lodges unite in respectful attach- 
ment, none exceeds the Grand Stewards’ Lodge in those sentiments which 
form the Mason’s pride, and become the Mason’s hope.” 

In like manner the Old Union Lodge celebrated its centenary in this 
year; to commemorate which, the Grand Master graciously conferred on 
the Members, the privilege of wearing a centenary Jewel. 

In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from the paralysis by which 
it had been overwhelmed under the pressure of political dissention, slowly 
progressed ; and the meetings of the Brethren bore a character of solem- 
nity and decency which afforded hopes of still greater prosperity. The 
Scotch are a literary and scientific people ; and we do not therefore wonder 
that the institution of Freemasonry, which is devoted to these pursuits, 
should flourish and increase amongst them. Muoh anxiety was manifested 
to assimilate the practioe of working, and oonduot of the Lodges to the 
English custom. Nothing appeared wanting at this period but some pub- 
lic charity, some benevolent foundation, like the Orphan Societies of Eng- 
land and Ireland, to shew forth the practical working of the system ; and 
to afford the Brethren an opportunity of displaying the operation of Ma- 
sonry in the heart, by the liberality of the hand, in contributing to relieve 
the distressed and destitute of their own fraternity. This deficiency was 
not unobserved by our Scottish Brethren, nor was the day far distant when 
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the means were adopted of completing the triangle of benevolence with the 
two Grand Lodges of England and Ireland. 

At the festival in December, that very venerable institution, the Lodge 
of Melrose, whose antiquity is only rivalled by that of the Mother Kil- 
winning in Ayrshire ; both dating their origin from the building of their 
respective abbeys, by the bands of architectural Brethren who traversed 
the country towards the middle of the 12th century, renewed their annual 
ceremony of marching by the light of torches round the ruins of St. Da- 
vid’s Pile. A band of musio preceded the procession, playing solemn airs. 
Nothing could be more singular and impressive than the spectacle which 
here presented itself. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, as it flashed 
upon the pillars and projections of the ancient abbey, discovering the gro- 
tesque figures and faces of grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels and 
capitals of many a mouldering arch, contrasted strikingly with the deep 
mysterious gloom of the retiring aisles and cloisters, whose darkness in- 
deed was ever and anon partially illuminated as the singular procession 
passed along. Every step which the Brethren trod, as they slowly ad- 
vanced up the interior of the edifice, was upon hallowed dust. In the words 
of him whose name is linked with that of the place — 

Beneath the lettered stones were laid 
The ashes of their fathers dead ; 

From many a garnished niche around 
Stern saints and tortured martyrs frowned. 

During this year the Brethren in different parts of the kingdom were 
solicited to render their assistance to consecrate the ceremony of depositing 
the foundation stones of publio buildings. In May the first stone of the 
Royal Victoria Arcade at Hyde, in the Lie of Wight, was laid with Ma- 
sonic solemnities by the Earl of Durham, D.G.M. ; that of the Landei 
Pillar at Truro, in June, by V. P. Robinson. Esq., D.P G.M. for Corn- 
wall ; and in September, that of a Monument to the memory of Sir John 
Malcolm, at Langholm, in Scotland, by Sir James Graham, P. G. 31. for 
Cumberland. 

Several testimonials to distinguished Brethren were presented during 
this year. In January a Silver Salver to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St. 
Patrick’s Lodge, Dublin ; in March, a Silver Suuff-box to Brother Philip 
Broadfoot, of the Lodge of Stability, London ; in June, a Silver Salver to 
Brother James Deans, P.S.G.W., from the Grand Officers' Club ; and in 
August, a Jewel of Gold to the Right Honourable Lord M orison W.M.. 
of tWSurrey Lodge, Reigate; and a Massive & « ver Candelabruir Wii 
liam^ffilliams, Esq., P. G. M. for Dorset. 
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CHAP. III. 

Hiitory of Freemawnry in the Year 1886. 

The year 1886 bpened with a bright prospect for Freemasonry. The 
debt of the Grand Lodge was liquidated ; the Sehools were prosperous ; 
the general Fund of Benevolence was efficient; new Lodges were consti- 
tuted in many of the Provinces.; and, in a word, the institution flourished 
in all its details. At the Festival of the Boys’ School, Bra Lythgoe gave 
a eheering account. He said, “ a few years ago, thirty-five Boys only were 
educated, and the institution was in a state little short of bankruptcy ; but 
by the liberality of the Brethren, and the seal of the Committee, at the 
present moment the number of children is increased to fifty-five, while the 
funded stock has reached £5000.” After dinner the subscriptions ex- 
ceeded 500 guineas. 

The most gratifying intelligence reached us this year, that our holy 
science was progressing, and triumphing over the bigotry which threatened 
its existence in France. The superior classes of society had taken an in- 
terest in it, and extended to it their countenance and patronage. A Grand 
Lodge was formed, at the head of which was placed M. C. Frete&u de 
Peny, Pair de France, Lieutenant Grand Commander and Venerable. At 
a Grand Lodge holden at the beginning of the year, the Earl of Munster, 
Sir John Ross, and Major Payne appeared as visitors, and were received 
with great fraternal kindness and hospitality. 

In the New World also Freemasonry was reviving, after a season of 
supineness, on the one hand, and opposition and reproach on the other, 
which made it doubtful whether it would not sink to rise no more. The 
Grand Lodges in the different states were re-organized about this time, and 
the following manifesto was issued to the Lodges : 

“ That the faithful Members of the fraternity be exhorted to persevere 
in their fidelity ; to observe the regular communications of their respective 
Lodges, and their prescribed modes of charity ; to maintain peace and 
self-respect: to discountenance all irregular assemblies of Masons, and 
scrupulously to avoid connecting Freemasonry with any political contro- 
versies or speculations, being assured, notwithstanding statements to the 
contrary, which may be made for political effect, that the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts is still in active existence, enjoying her Quarterly Meetings, 
superintending the affairs of the Craft, and through the Weekly Sessions 
of her Board of Relief, distributing the income of her little proraty to 
sick and needy Brethren, their widows and orphans — that while &H will 
sustain the Lodges under her jurisdiction by all proper means in her pow- 
er, she is willing and desirous to receive immediately the charters of all 
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such as may wish to surrender them according to the conditions in sack 
ease made and provided/' 

In a communication to the Grand Lodge in the month of April 1836, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex was graciously pleased to express 
his intention of removing the restriction which he had laid upon the Stew* 
ards, interdicting the admission of musical Brethren into the Glee Room ; 
and the message was received with gratitude and joy. 

The discussion in Parliament respecting the Irish constabulary force, as- 
sumed a character which was considered hostile to the existence of Free- 
masonry in that country ; and fears were entertained lest the order should 
be included in the description of “ secret or political societies 1 ' contained 
in that bill. To prevent any misconstruction therefore, the Duke of Lein- 
ster, Grand Master for Ireland, moved, that Freemasons be exempted from 
taking the oath that they do not belong to any seoret society." This clause 
was opposed by Lord Winchelsea and others, who expressed opinions on 
the tendency of Freemasonry, which are not borne out by fact. After an 
animated debate the clause was carried in the affirmative, and the science 
of Freemasonry was exempted from a test which would have materially 
impeded its progress in that country.* The Irish Grand Master by his 
eonduot on this oocasion, won golden opinions from his Brethren through- 
out the united kingdom ; and received an unanimous vote of thanks from 
the Grand Lodge of England, at the recommendation of his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Sussex ; which was splendidly engrossed on vellum, and 
verified by the signatures of Lords Dundas, Churchill, Scarborough, and 
Suffield. In like manner the thanks of the fraternity in Ireland were em- 
bodied in an Address, and presented to His Grace by the Officers of his 
own Grand Lodge. 

On the 10th day of June in this year, the long-expected operation U 
remove the cataracts which had obsoured the vision of His Royal Highness 
the Grand Master, was successfully performed by Mr. Alexander. It occu- 
pied about a quarter of an hour, and His Royal Highness underwent the 
operation with exemplary patience and fortitude ; six days afterwards the 
following communication was made to the Royal Society ► 


“ Kensington Palaoe, Jane 16. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have received the oommanda of His Royal Highness the Duke of 


• The following correspondence on this subject appears in Bell’s Life : u Are Free- 
masons exempted from the necessity of complying with the same prescribed form of 
declaration as the Members of any other secret society, on, or previous to their ac 
ctpting public office % A freemason must take all the oaths and make all the declara 
tions which roust be taken or made by any other persons, but there are none directed 
against him as a Freemason. In respect of that particular character he takes none." 
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Sussex, to communicate to the Members of the Royal Society the result 
of the operation which was performed on Friday last by Mr. Alexander, 

on His Royal Highness’s eyes. The cataracts were removed under the 
most favourable circumstances ; the baadages were taken off on Tuesday 
morning, and, through the blessing of Providence, His Royal Highness is 
now able to see distinctly with both eyes. Trusting in God’s continued 
mercy, His Royal Highness looks with confidence to the complete restora- 
tion of his sight; and he thus anticipates with pleasure the arrival of the 
30th of next November, when His Royal Highness may be enabled again 
to take the chair at the Anniversary Meeting of the Society, and to dis- 
charge the duties which devolve on the President, especially those of dis- 
tributing the various prizes awarded in the course of the yeai. 

“ I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
u Yours most faithfully, 

“ GEORGE ADAM BROWN." 

“ To the Fellows of the Royal Society." 

The following sketch of the Grand Master may be acceptable to the dis- 
tant Brethren who have not been favoured with an opportunity of seeing 
him. It is extracted from a work entitled “ Random Recollections of the 
House of Lords." “ His Royal Highness is a man of superior talents. — 
It were to over-estimate his abilities to say he is a first-rate man ; but no 
one can deny that his intellectual resources are far above mediocrity. The 
speeches he used to make some twelve or fifteen years since, both at pub- 
lic meetings and in the House, were as replete with eloquence, as they 
were remarkable for the ardent love of liberty which they breathed through- 
out. If there was nothing profound or original in them, neither, on the 
other hand, did they degenerate into dry common-place. Whether they 
were heard delivered, or read in the newspapers, they at once gained the 
attention, and carried the auditor or reader on to the close, without ever 
flagging for a moment. He excels in putting obvious truths into a popu- 
lar form. One of the principal attributes of his speeches is their simpli- 
city. His style is always plain and perspicuous ; he makes his views as 
clear to others as they are to his own mind. No one ever yet mistook the 
drift of his argument. His reasoning is always clear; it is more clear 
than forcible. He never takes his audience by storm ; he wins them by 
the attractions of his manner. If you look in vain for any mighty burst 
of eloquence carrying you, as if by a resistless torrent, along with it, he 
never fails to lead you gently on with him in whatever direction he intends 
to go. His voice is clear and pleasant, but wants strength and flexibility. 
He never varies the key in which he begins ; he is always audible. He is 
an easy and fluent speaker, never appearing in the least disconcerted, or 
hesitating a moment either for ideas or for suitable terms wherewith to ex- 
press them. He seldom speaks long at a time, but there is as much mat- 
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tor in most eases, in what he says in ten minutes, as there is in what the 
majority of speakers would communicate in twenty. His extemporaneous 
resources are ample ; he can speak with much effect on the impulse of the 
moment : indeed, his speeches are seldom prepared before hand. * 

il His literary and scientific attainments are great ; with soience espe- 
cially, he is intimately conversant. Hence it is that he is President of 
several eminent scientific societies, and that his name is so often toasted at 
public dinners in connection with the various scientific institutions of Eng- 
land.” 

The Ambassador from the King of Oude to this country was initiated 
into Masonry in tbe Lodge of Friendship, at the Thatched House Tavern, 
on Thursday, the 14th April. His introduction into Masonry may have 
arisen from the present or late King of Oude having been made a Mason 
several years ago, as appears by the plate lately in the Grand Secretary's 
Office, but which has been removed into the Grand Master’s Room. The 
young Persian princes, Zade Meerza, and his brother, sons of the King of 
Persia, were also initiated into Freemasonry in the Lodge of Friendship, 
on the 16th of June. 

The Newstead Lodge at Nottingham, No. 55, held its centenary in the 
month of June. It still retains a strong list of Members, and the Bre- 
thren work well. There are few instances in the Provinces where a Lodge 
has sustained its duties so respectably as the Newstead Lodge ; and the in- 
crease of Freemasonry in Nottingham, which now boasts of three Lodges, 
proves the position, that when Masonry is best known, it is most highly 
esteemed. The practical application of its doctrine, will always have the 
effect of causing it to be honoured by those whose approbation is of any 
value. If Freemasonry feed the hungry, and clothe the naked — if it re- 
lieve the distresses of the widow, and instruct the orphan in the duties of 
his station here, and the essentials for procuring happiness hereafter, when 
he shall have passed through the stormy paths of this life with moral 
credit and religious hope, — and all these laudable purposes are effected 
through the medium of our benevolent institutions — if the Brethren are 
blameless and irreproachable in their private oonduot, and fiulfil the royal 
law which bids them do to others as they would be done by ; — if Masonry 
produce these blooming fruits, which all mankind commend, it is sure to 
be rewarded with universal approbation. The worthy and the good will 
eagerly embrace a system which produces so much practioal benefit ; and 
the Masonic Institution will be considered a public blessing to the commu- 
nity at large. 

About this time considerable excitement manifested itself amongst the 
Fraternity in Ireland, in consequence of an order of the Grand Lodge, 
very properly issued in times of political excitement; enjoining the Lodges 
to abstain from the use of public processions, under the penalty of cen» 
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sure, and in extreme eases of erasure.* Generally tbe injunction was 
obeyed ; and the Brethren, on public days, attended their respective places 
of worship, without aprons, collars, or other insignia, and sermons were 
preached on masonic subjects without any political intermixture. A few 
instances of insubordination are recorded. Wilful Brethren, not having 
the true principles of Masonry operating in their hearts, suffered political 
feelings to incite them to disobedience ; thus subjecting themselves to the 
censure of tbe Grand Lodge. 

In this country of light hearts and merry faces, where the generous spirit 
of Freemasonry operates freely and beneficially, the science prospers, and 
is respected and beloved. The high spirited Brethren, shew their regard 
for the science by their actions, and charity is freely dispensed to the wor- 
thy distressed. Less than this could not be said of our hospitable friends 
and companions of the Green Isle, though it may be somewhat at variance 
with the sober spirit of detail which ought to pervade an historical record ; 
but the honour and faith of the Irish character being infused into Freema- 
sonry, enriches the institution, and confers upon it additional dignity and 
worth in the eye of the world. 

This year was distinguished by the initiation of three Persian princes 
Beesa Koolee Meerza, Nejeff Koolee Meerza, and Timoor Meerza. They 
are grandsons of the late Futch A lie Shah, and children of Hoossein Alien 
Meerza, late Prince Governor of the Provinces of Tars, who was the fourth 
or fifth son of that monarch. Thus they are the first cousins of Moham- 
med Shah, who at present occupies the Throne, and who is the son of Ab- 
bas Meerza, late Prince Royal of Persia. The Moolavee Ismael Khan 
was invested by his Royal Highness the Grand Master with the jewel and 
rank of a Past Grand Warden. 

At a meeting of many influential Brethren, holden at Freemasons’ Hall, 
Septcmper 15, 1836, Brother R. T. Crucefix, M.D., J.G.D., in the chair; 
it was Resolved, that “ in testimony of grateful and respectful acknowledg- 

* At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the follow- 
fig resolutions were put and earned unanimously : — 

“ Resolved/—’ That Masonic processions, though innocent and harmless in them- 
selves, may, under particular circumstances, be imprudent and highly injurious to the 
general interests of the Order. 

“ Resolved, — That at a moment when all public processions are either prohibited 
by the law, or discountenanced by the constituted authorities, with which it is equal- 
ly the desire and the principle of Freemasons to be in accordance and obedience, it is 
the opinion of the Grand Lodge, after mature deliberation, that the aecustomed pro- 
cessions, on the approaching Festival of St John, should be discontinued ; and the 
Grand Lodge, therefore, require the Brethren of all Masonic Lodges, as they value the 
interests of Freemasonry, to forbear from all such processions. 

“ Resolved, — That if any Masonic Lodge should violate its duty, by disobedience 
of the foregoing command, it shall be visited with the highest punishment which the 
Grand Lodge can inflict” 
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xnent from the Members of the Masonic Fraternity to their Grand Master, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex ; and to commemorate the bene*- 
fits derived by the Craft from His Royal Highness’s personal superintend 
dence, unwearied attention, and judicious conduct, in the exercise of his 
high functions as Grand Master during a period of nearly twenty-five 
years a masonic offering should be made to His Royal Highness, and a 
general subscription throughout the Craft be immediately entered into for 
that purpose. These resolutions were confirmed at a subsequent meeting, 
and a committee appointed to carry them into effect, consisting of all Grand 
Officers, and Masters of Lodges under the Constitution of England, of 
which His Royal Highness is Grand Master. 

In pursuance of these regulations, a circular was addressed to the Lodges 
by Brother S. C. Norris, Honorary Secretary, recommending the subject 
to the attention of Provincial Grand Masters, and Masters of Lodges, and 
the Brethren at large, and requesting their co-operation in an object so con- 
genial to the feelings of the Masonic community. Subscriptions poured 
in from all quarters. One spirit appeared to animate the fraternity ; and 
the Brethren emulated eaeh other in their seal to testify their affection 
and respect to their Princely Chief. The Provincial Grand Masters offered 
an example of activity in this noble strife, and it was followed hy the Pri- 
vate Lodges with avidity add success. 

From the scale on which the Committees were formed, it was anticipated 
that a magnificent trophy would be accomplished, alike worthy of a great 
Society to present, and of a Prince of the Blood Royal to accept ; for con- 
tributions flowed in one continued stream. 

A beneficial regeneration of the Craft was effected in Scotland, under 
the able rule of Lord Ramsay, who was elected to the Grand Master’s 
throne m the month of November, 1836; and at his installation entered 
into a statement of his views relative to Freemasonry. “Much might be 
gathered from the few but emphatic expressions which escaped from bis 
Lordship on this occasion ; the full elucidation and application of which 
he prudently reserved for a future opportunity. The real friends of Free- 
masonry, have abundant reason to congratulate themselves, and the Craft, 
on the choice of one who, from his high station, can so gracefully descend 
to those details, the right of ordering which keeps the wheels of state in 
motion.” This appointment gave a new impulse to Freemasonry in Scot- 
land ; and the new Grand Master being a distinguished practical Mason,* 

* The impulse which led to Lord Ramsay's initiation is thus related : As his Lord- 
ship some years ago was walking with his clerical tutor, a wretched beggar, appar- 
ently a foreigner, entreated his charity. The clergyman turned round to question the 
supplicant, and in a moment grasped his hand with the most cordial kindness. Lord 
Ramsay was surprised. The stranger was a Freemason, he was fed, clothed, and 
supplied by the generous Englishman with the means of transport to the coast of 
Syria, where he stated he originally came from. The circumstance made such an 
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effected a great mora* reformation amongst the Lodges. His lordship had 
paid such attention to the forms and ceremonies of Masonry, as to become 
a perfect adept in the details of all the degrees. He knew his duty, and 
determined to perform it faithfully. His example and activity proved a 
powerful excitement to the Masters of Lodges ; and from the honourable 
feelings which minds truly noble always inspire, they emulate the zeal of 
their chief; and the Scottish Lodges became schools of morality and vir- 
tue. 

A centenary was celebrated this year by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
to commemorate the honourable cession of the Hereditary Grand Master- 
ship, by St. Clair of Roslyn. Great preparations were made for this solem- 
nity, which was intended to be observed by the Fraternity throughout 
Scotland, as a grand and general jubilee. St. Andrew’s day was the chosen 
period ; and it was intended to dignify the occasion by a procession by 
torchlight. Above one thousand Brethren assembled to celebrate this mem- 
orable festival ; and the following account of the effect which attended this 
nocturnal procession, will be gratifying to every masonic reader. 

The word maroh being given and repeated along the whole line, the 
grand bat&llion of the Brethren of Peace moved forward as one body, pre- 
ceded by the band of the Queen’s Royal Lanoers. Thus issuing from the 
portals of the Royal Exchange at Edinburgh, the head of the column was 
greeted with a loud huzza from the assembled multitude, which, as the 
rest advanced, gave place to a solemn and admiring silence. This atten- 
tion and decorous conduct on the part of the spectators was flattering to 
the Craft, and is a proof of the great moral impression which the charac- 
ter of our glorious institution universally creates ; whatever a few preju- 
diced and unfortunate individuals may say or think. Respect to the an- 
cient free and accepted Fraternity of Masons was the sentiment expressed, 
on this occasion ; and no other than a moral force oould, in the absence of 
the military, have kept the crowd in such extraordinary order. The police 
employed undoubtedly did good service, particularly in repelling the ten- 
dency to pressure at the several turnings. But only look what a sight the 
High Street presents during the procession I Whoever has beheld Edina, 
with her cloud c&pt towers and lofty mansions, rising from eight to ten 
stories in height — each individual stage of this Babel of buildings inhab- 
ited by whole hosts of families, of every kind and calling — may imagine 
the sublime effect of a multitude of torches, reflected with reddening glare 
upon the mighty sides of the spacious street which long has formed the 
pride of “ Auld Reekie." Thousands of visages were visible from every 
tier of windows on either flank, from the lowest to the topmost habitable 
spot. It was a study for a lover of the picturesque — a scene of strange 

impression upon Lord Ramsay, that he determined to join an association so pregnant 
with good works. (Freemason's Quarterly Review, vol. 2, p. 68.) 
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grandeur, not unworthy of the inagio penoil of a Martin. We have wit- 
nessed the religious processions in the oapitals of Catholicism, but we will 
aver that this transoended them all, even as a spectacle. On passing the 
front of the Theatre Royal, Brother Murray, the Manager, testified his 
fraternal attention by the exhibition of a brilliantly illuminated star over 
the portico of the house. Blue lights and rockets were discharged from 
Calton Hill, as the prooession advanced up the Regent’s Bridge, till at last, 
arriving at the Waterloo Hotel, the music divided right and left, and the 
Grand Masonic cortege marched into the great hall, which had been de 
corated and prepared for thier reception.” 

Such a demonstration was worthy of Freemasonry, and conferred on it a 
respect in the opinion of the world. If Masonic processions be used at all 
in these days, they should be conducted on a principle of superior gran- 
deur, regardless of expense ; otherwise they will be esteemed as a vain and 
useless display, and tend rather to produce the degradation than the advance- 
ment of the Order. 

During the year 1836 the number of foundation stones laid with masonic 
solemnities was greatly increased, which is an evidence of the advancement \ 
of the science in public estimation. The respect usually displayed ]>y the 
superior ranks of society ; and the order and decorum observed by the 
crowds who assembled to witness the ceremony, contribute to form no un- 
important estimate of general feeling towards the institution. In a rapid 
sketch of the transactions of this period, it will be impossible to do more 
than notice the instanoes where the Craft assembled for the above purpose. 

A description of each ceremonial would not only occupy too great a space, 
but would also constitute a tediouq repetition of forms which every well 
instructed Brother perfectly understands. In May, the foot-stone of a Ma- 
sonic Hall, at Christ Church, was levelled in the north-east by Brother Sir 
John Millbank, Bart., D.P.G.M.; of a National School at Nantwicb, by 
Brother J. F. Maddock, Esq., D.P.G.M.; and of St. Botolph’s Church, 
Colchester, by Brother John Round, Esq. In June, of a General Luna- 
tic Asylum at Northampton, by the Right Honourable Earl Spencer; and 
of a new Bridge at Radcliffe, by Brother Bealey of that place. Jn J uly, 
of the Royal Victoria Arcade, at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, by Brother 
the Earl of Durham, D.G.M., of the Dunstanville Memorial, on’ the Hill 
of Karnbre, in Cornwall, by Brother V. P. Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M.; 
and of a new Guildhall, at Penzance, by Brother Richard Pearce, P.G.S. 
W. for Cornwall. In October, of an Infirmary in Perth, by Brother Lord 
Kinnaird, P.G.M. for Scotland. In December, the D.G.M. and bis Ma- 
sons, assisted the Bishop of Ripon in laying the foundation stone of a new 
Church at Leeds ; and at Warrington the Key-stone of a stupendous bridge 
was set by Brother Le Gendre N. Starkie, Esq., D.P.G.M., with the usual 
solemnities. 

36 
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The testimonials to deserving Brethren were also exceedingly numerous 
this year , which is an evident proof of the superior zeal and activity by 
which the Fraternity have been distinguished ; and the record is as hon- 
ourable to the donors as to the individuals whose Masonic exertions have 
been thus rewarded. In February, a costly tea service was presented to 
Brother the Reverend Sir W. Dunbar, Bart., of Stoke-upon-Trent. In May, 
a jewel to Brother R. H. Giraud, P.M. Grand Master’s Lodge ; and a me- 
dal to Brother L. Chandler, P.M., St. Paul's Lodge, London. In June, a 
Jewel to Brother R. Mitchell, President of the Grand Stewards' Board ; 
another to Brother James Savage, Treasurer ; and a third to Brother J. 
R. Bulmer, Secretary to the same Board. In August, a silver Goblet to 
Brother Jacob Keyser, W. M. Royal Sussex Lodge, Bristol. In Septem- 
ber a silver Snuff Box to Brother John Whitworth, Lodge of Tranquility, 
Newchurch, Rossendale; and a silver Cup to Brother Aikenhead, Treasur- 
er, Kilkenny Lodge, Ireland. A Past Master's Jewel to Brother Tenison, 
of “ Fifty,' Dublin, from the Brethren of Lodge 681. In October, a sil- 
ver Candelabrum to Brother Captain Maher, W. M., 327, Taunton ; a sil- 
ver Vase and Cover to Brother C. K. K. Tynte, Esq., P.G.M., Somerset ; 
a silver Medal to Brother Wm. Aitkin, of the Celtic Lodge, Edinburgh ; 
and a silver Tea Service to Brother Thos. Wright, Victoria Lodge, Dub- 
lin. In December, a silver Salver to Brother G. Goldsmith, Secretary, 
Watford Lodge; and a gold Medal to Brother John Bigg, P.M., Moira 
Lodge, London. 


CHAP, IV. 

History of Freemasonry during the Year 1887. 

During the past year, the Grand Master, whose services to the Craft 
have placed him in an elevated position in that sacred depository, the heart 
of every Brother, was afflicted, as we have already seen, with a visitation 
that deprived him of his accustomed enjoyments, and prevented his usual 
attendance on the duties of the Grand Lodge, which could not fail to suf- 
fer from his absence. It pleased the Almighty Disposer of events to de- 
prive His Royal Highness of that precious blessing — his eye sight This 
visitation was increased by a return of an asthmatic complaint under which 
he had suffered for many years, that prevented him from enjoying the 
greatest comfort bestowed on man — the luxury of resting on a bed. The 
Royal sufferer endured his pains and privations with exemplary fortitude 
and magnanmity ; and even his afflictions added to the popularity that al- 
ways attended him ; and increased the enthusiasm with which his re-ap- 
pearance in Grand Lodge, with renewed vision and renovated health, was 
greeted at rthe iCtfdehration of his birth-day on the 27th January 1837, by 
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* numerous and bappj assemblage of Brethren ; and what must have been 
still more gratifying to Bis Royal Highness, by the constellation of female 
rank and beauty vhioh graced the galleries on that memorable occasion. 

The following Address is an indisputable testimony of the popularity of 
bis Royal Highness. 

“Dublin, 27th December, 1836. 

“ To his Royal Highness Augustas Frederick, Duke of Sussex, Earl of 
Inverness, and Baron of Arklow, Right Worshipful Grand Master of Free- 
masons in England. 

“ The Address of the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of Ireland. 

“ We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master* Grand Officers, and 
other brethren of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, approach your Royal High- 
ness with joy and exultation at the boon granted to the Masonio Craft, by 
the Great Architect of the Universe, at whose oreative fiat all things first 
were made ; who, in the glorious manifestation of his power, has again 
bestowed on your Royal Highness the light of this sublunary world, of * 

which you were so long deprived. 

“ Ever mindful of the blessings dispensed by Him who said, “ let there 
be light, and there was light," who has withdrawn the veil of darkness 
from your sightless orbs, as if it were His will the high decree should be 
kept perfect, and that your Royal Highness might be without blemish, and 
continue to inculcate the divine attribute of faith, hope, and charity, into 
the hearts of the mystic Craft, over whom you have so long presided with 
advantage to them and credit to your Royal Highness. 

“We of the mystic Craft, i n union with our British Brethren, rejoioe 
that the Masonio Star of England has again arisen into noon-tide splen- 
dour, and that your Royal Highness can again behold the glorious light of 
day 

' “ That your Royal Highness may long continue to enjoy that blessing 
for the good of the Masonic Order, and the benefit of the nation, is the 
fervent prayer of your Royal Highness’s Brethren in Ireland.” 

(Signed) 

Copy of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex’s Answer to the Grand 

Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officers, and Members of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. 

“ My Lord Duke, most worshipful and highly esteemed Brother — I has- 
ten to express to you, as Grand Master of Ireland, and through your Grace 
to the Brethren who compose the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma> 
sons of Ireland, my sincere acknowledgments for the congratulatory Ad* 
dress with which you have marked and welcomed my restoration to the 
blessing of sight. 

“ Every true and faithful Mason must be ready at all times to bend be* 
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fore tbe chastening hand of the Almighty, as well as to adore and magnify 
his goodness and his mercy. 

“ Boring the progress of my disorder, my heart was cheered and my suf- 
ferings were alleviated through the divine favour, by the consoling atten- 
tions as well as by the kind sympathy of my friends, and now that the 
same gracious Providence has been pleased to remove the veil of affliction, 
and to bring me back to the enjoyment of life’s choicest treasure, the hap- 
piness which I enjoy is increased in a tenfold proportion by the numerous 
and affectionate Addresses which I am proud to have received from those 
who were distant, as also from those who were near. 

" And now, my Lord Buke, whilst the opportunity is thus favourably 
afforded me as a Brother of our ancient and venerable Order, I avail my 
seif of it to communicate to your Grace, my entire satisfaction at hearing 
of the distinguished exertions which you had made in the last Session of 
Parliament during the progress of a Bill in which the interests of our Fra- 
ternity in Ireland were concerned. My unfortunate malady rendered me 
it 'that time wholly incapable of seconding, as I otherwise most gladly 
would have done, both by my voice and my vote, your xealous exertions, 
nor did any one more sincerely rejoice than myself at their proud suc- 
cess. 

“ In conclusion, I must further assure your Grace, that so long as I 
shall continue to preside, by the wishes of my Brethren, over tbe Frater- 
nity of Free and Accepted Masons in England as their Grand Master, I 
shall always endeavour to promote, by every means in my power, the best 
understanding, as well as to cement and strengthen the bonds of affection 
between the respective Grand Lodges of our Fraternity, and among all our 
Brethren in the threefold division of that mighty Empire which is placed 
under the dominion of our Gracious Sovereign, who is at once a Brother, 
and the Patron of the Craft. 

“ That you, my Lord Buke, the Grand Master, together with all the 
Brethren under your rule and guidance, may long enjoy every earthly bles- 
sing which the Great Architect of the Universe can bestow, is the sincere 
wish and fervent prayer of 

“ Your Grace's 

" Affectionate Brother and sincere Friend, 

“ (Signed) Augustus Frederick, G. M." 

" Holkham, 16th Dec., 1836." 

Long before the customary period for taking the chair, every place at 
the dining tables, which filled the Hall at Freemasons’ Tavern, was occu- 
pied by the Craft ; and by the time the illustrious guest arrived, there 
might be reckoned a greater profusion of Grand and Provincial Grand col- 
lars and decorations than we ever remembered to have seen at one time as- 
sembled . 
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Oo the entrance of their illustrious Grand Master, the Brethren testified 
bj the most enthusiastic plaudits their gratification at his recovery, and 
public re-union with the oraft ; and he took his seat on the right of the 
chairman, evidently affected as well as gratified at the reception. 

In announcing the toast, the chairman, C. J. K. Tynte, Esq , M. P. said 
that u he felt exceeding difficulty, from his incapacity to do justice to its 
merits. He perhaps might have been the better able to have fulfilled that 
duty, if he were not, in some measure, deterred from its full performance 
by the presence of the illustrious individual who was its object. Hexould, 
however, declare to their truly noble guest, that he felt, and was sure that 
every member of the Craft felt, the most unfeigned gratification at his pre- 
sence. They had all prayed most earnestly for his reoovery — they were 
now as deeply grateful that their prayers had been realized. 

“ The prayer of Masons, and of millions besides Masons, had been re- 
ceived with favour, and we have now to celebrate the anniversary of his 
birth-day ; and may he long enjoy such meetings as this. There breathes 
not a Mason that ever can forget the benefits that he has conferred upon 
them. Let ns remember that suffering by illness, he did not forget us— 
be was never deterred from furthering our interests. This. is a theme on 
which, however, I must not dilate, because I feel that his noble and deli- 
cate feelings oould not approve all that I could utter in my gratitude ; aud 
also if I continued any longer, I should delay yoor own expression of en- 
thusiasm to the toast, which is to the health of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, M.W.G.M., and many many years of happiness to him/' 
(long and continued cheers.) 

The Royal Duke rose, evidently affected by the reception he had experi- 
enced, and the recollection of previous seasons of festivity and masonic in- 
tercourse enjoyed in that Hall. 

“ I rise,” said he, 11 under considerable emotion ; and hope, if by any 
chance I should break down in my address, it may be attributed to the ex- 
treme sensibility by which I am agitated. There are such a variety of 
ideas forcing themselves upon my mind, that it is difficult for me to ar- 
range and select them ; and I most therefore take thorn as they present 
themselves, and follow them out as their tide may direct Sensations of 
a conflicting nature blend together in my bosom — gratitude and regret, sor- 
row and enjoyment In looking round upon this meeting, my first impres- 
sion is that, in my own caset something like a miracle has been wrought — 
by the blessing of Providence my sight has been restored ; and most deep- 
ly do I feel the debt of gratitude I owe to the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse for ita restoration ; and next to that Divine power, to the worthy in- 
strument by whose immediate assistance tho care was wrought. Mine 
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however, still but a light obscure, the strength of which does not enable 
roe to discern the form of any individual, of that part of our community 
who heighten the value of our proceedings by witnessing them from the 
galleries, and add to our happiness by their presence. This is a lesson to 
me, shewing me the value of what I have regained, but admonishing me 
not to look further than I ought. I am informed, there is hardly a lady 
in those galleries, who is not connected, by blood or sentiment, with some 
Brother Mason who is present. In this they evince their participation in 
our happiness and wishes. They come with us to the door of the Holy 
Temple ; there they wait our return, and give us a cheerful and ready wel- 
come when we join them again. Quito sure am I, after our Masonic meet- 
ings, we are not the less welcome. Turning to those by whom I am sur- 
rounded, I earnestly assure them that I feel most sensibly their kindness 
in meeting me here this day ; many I know to their extreme inconveni- 
ence, and some have even left their beds to meet me with congratulation. 
I feci the compliment both as a Mason, and as a man. In reflecting on the 
occasion of this Fraternal meeting, I cannot forget that its peculiar fea- 
ture in the celebration of my natal day, and that at my time of life, and 
in ray situation, I should bo warned that the sun is going down, and al- 
though I can look at it quietly, still it is a warning. And looking round 
upon those who are here assembled to greet me, and full as is the Hall, 
how many are the pleasant faces and warm hearts that have passed away 
from among us, since I last met the Craft on such an occasion, within the 
brief period of three years I Darkness overtook me, but the light is re- 
stored, and I again address you — to detail what my sufferings have been 
would be a long story. He who presides over all vouchsafed his protec- 
tion to me ; and this I tell you with thankfulness, that when the operation 
was performed, and the beautiful flood of light burst upon me, most forci- 
bly was that emphatic expression of Holy Writ brought to my recollec- 
tion, the instant I regained my sight — “ And God said let there be light 
and there was light." — Nor will the first objects I beheld ever pass from 
my mind, they were the clouds and the sunshine ; the sentiments they 
produced I will not attempt to describe, because it is indescribable. I feel 
that I am greeted by many kind faces ; my calendar, however reminds me 
that many a warm heart and happy face that almost ever presented itself, 
are not now here ! That is painful to reflect upon ; but they have met 
their reward above. I have now occupied the chair of Grand Master twen- 
ty-five years, and am arrived at that age when the recollection of sixty be- 
comes lost in the encounters of sixty-five ; but I feel, nevertheless, that my 
heart is as young, and as warm as ever; and as long as it retains your 
trust, your esteem, your confidence, and your affection, the last drop that 
flows from the heart shall be devoted and delegated to you. (Long con- 
tinued cheers.) The worthy Brother who proposed my health said that, 
even iu sickness I had not forsaken the interests of the Craft ; but my 
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I could not be more actively engaged in the service of Freemasonry ; and 
most of all did I lament that I could not aid the M.W.G.M. for Ireland, 
the Duke of Leinster, one of the most active and honest of Masons, in his 
successful efforts to prevent a ban being placed on our Brethren in that 
country, whose loyalty is as undoubted as yours. You have always treated 
me with confidence and kindness — I think I may say that I never abused 
them, at least willingly I never did— -to err is human — and whenever an 
error is known to be involuntary, it should always be excused. I have 
come amongst you with feelings of gratitude and intense anxiety ; but 
they almost unman me. The departure of friends causes an awful blank ; 
and so many other ideas press upon roe — such as the remembrance of the 
great good that has been effected in this room ; the spirit of intelligence 
that has therein advanced — by which vice has been prevented ; and let me 
add also, that no social virtue has been neglected. The entrance into such 
a place where such principles reign, causes a holy sensation, which proves 
that good actions and good works are blessings flowing from the comprehen- 
sive examination of Masonry. May the Great Architect of the Universe 
instil into the heart of every Mason a deep sense of his might and mercy. 

“ I shall thus close my address to you, invoking His blessing upon you 
all — and when it shall come to your turn to be called away, may you feel 
that hope which every well-regulated mind can alone rely upon.” 

The impression made on the meeting was in perfect harmony with the 
address, and was manifested by the utmost attention, and with one or two 
exceptions, a marked avoidance of approbatory interruptions ; and the de- 
parture of His Royal Highness was marked by the same demonstrations of 
respect and attachment that greeted him on his entry. 

In honour of this happy recovery, addresses were forwarded from the 
Craft in every part of the kingdom. The high respect and veneration in 
which the Royal Dnke was held by the Fraternity, was now manifested by 
the universal excitement which prevailed amongst the Brethren, and the 
enthusiastic expressions of joy with which his restoration to sight was hail- 
ed. Their confidence in his zeal, his talent, and his affection for the order, 
had never been questioned ; but recent events had caused it to be proclaim- 
ed in language and in deeds, which made an indelible impression on His 
Royal Highness’s sensitive nature. Freemasonry had attained, under his 
active superintendence, a dignified position, which commanded the respect 
of serious and thinking men amongst all classes of the community ; and 
his persevering care, throughout such a lengthened period of time, has be- 
come almost identified with its prosperity and reputation. The Brethren 
were not satisfied with a simple expression of their gratitude to the Al- 
mighty for his goodness in restoring their beloved ruler and chief, but a 
public testimonial was in progress, which ripened into a harvest, equally 
honourable to themselves, and to the royal objeot of their love and esteem. 
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At the March Quarterly Communication, a motion was made by Brothei 
Lythgoe, materially affecting the principal of Art. vi. page 19 of the Con- 
stitutions. Brothers Philipe, Bell, Sangster, McGillivray, and Crucefix, 
severally expressed their opinions against the proposed motion, which was 
ultimately withdrawn. Some other notices of motion were offered, but 
the time having elapsed, they could not be received ; and it was intimated 
from the throne, that in future all notices of motion must come through 
the Committee of Masters. One of these notices was to the following 
effect : “ That the state of the Funds of the Royal Freemasons’ School for 
Female Children be taken into consideration at the next Quarterly Com- 
munication, with a view that the financial difficulties of that Institution 
may be relieved by the Grand Lodge.” 

A Sub-Committe of the friends of the Asylum for aged and decayed 
Freemasons, which was held early in the spring of this year, announced 
that the design was progressing favourably. The idea, at this period, ap- 
peared so full of benevolence and good-will to man, that it was eagerly 
patronized by the Fraternity, in every part of the globe. In India and 
South Africa appeals were made by the constituted authorities in its be- 
half; and at the Cape of Good Hope, the following circular was distributed 
amongst the Craft : 

il It having been proposed, by our brethren in England, to erect and en- 
dow an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, a subscription has been 
opened, under the sanction of the Right W. Prov. Grand Master, for the 
voluntary contributions of South Africa, in aid of that desirable object — 
Subscriptions will be received by the Hon. J. B. Ebden, and W. Gadney, 
Esq., Cape Town ; and by W. M. Edye, Esq., Graham’s Town. By order 
of the R. W. Prov. Grand Master.” 

In this year our Royal Patron King William IV. paid the debt of na- 
ture, after a brilliant Masonic career of half a century. He was initiated 
in the Prince George Lodge, No. 102, and raised to the third degree on 
the 13th of March, 1786 ; and two years afterwards enrolled himself a 
Member of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge. In 1790 His Royal Highness 
was constituted Patron of Royal Arch Masons, on the demise of the Duke 
of Cumberland, his Uncle; and in 1792 served the office of Junior War- 
den in the above Lodge; the Duke of York being Senior Warden; and 
the Prince of Wales, Worshipful Master. Later in life he succeeded to 
the Chair of the Lodge;* and when he ascended the Throne of these 
Realms, signified his gracious pleasure to become the Grand Patron of the 
Order. His Majesty contributed to the Masonic Schools, and other benevo- 
lent Institutions ; and His Royal Consort, Queen Adelaide, liberally sup- 
ported the Female Charity, of which she allowed herself to be nominated 

• See Preeton’e Illustrations, 14ih and 15th editions, p. 416. 
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the Patroness. His Royal Highness the Grand Master, in a speech be- 
fore the Grand Lodge, thus describes his Royal Brother’s attachment to 
the Craft. 

i 

u In the character of a Mason onr noble King shone forth in splendour. 
Young and enthusiastic, when he first wore the Apprentice Apron, be has 
often declared that the moral impression made upon him at his initiation 
never could be effaced ; and it may safely be affirmed, that the principles 
of onr blessed Order were so firmly fixed in his upright mind, that they 
tended to make clear what without them might have been difficult. As a 
Brother in Masonry, he acted as a faithful Craftsman ; as a Master of his 
Lodge he protected its interests ; and as Patron of the Order, he shed a 
lustre around it the more brilliant from his private conduct, than from the 
regal splendour which emanated from the crown he wore. 79 

The Grand Master moved an address of condolence to the Queen Dowa- 
ger on this melancholy event ; and of congratulation to Queen Victoria on 
her accession to the Throne. And after His Royal Highness had retired, 
Brother Crucefix moved, and Brother Morait seconded an address of con- 
dolence to the Grand Master, which was unanimously agreed to. Similar 
addresses were presented from the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland. 

All this time the institutions for educating, clothing, and apprenticing 
the orphan children of indigent deceased Brethren, continued to flourish 
and increase ; affording an unobjectionable evidence of the general tend- 
ency of Freemasonry, by the blessings which were conferred upon these 
destitute children, thus rescued from calamity and perhaps crime ) and fur- 
nished with the means of securing and maintaining a position in society, 
that, even their parents, had they lived, would have been unable to effect. 
Some judicious arrangements, in behalf of these Schools, were made at 
the Quarterly Communication in June, at the earnest recommendation of 
the Grand Master, which received the sanction of the Grand Lodge. .. 

A most interesting exhibition of the Children took place on the day 
when our beloved Queen attained her majority. They were assembled in 
the School-room to appear before *the Governors, and regaled with a colla- 
tion of fruit, cakes, and wine. The Rev. Mr. Vane, and Dr. Crucefix, ad- 
dressed them in kind and affectionate language, directing their attention to 
the event which the Meeting was intended to commemorate. Altogether 
the scene was highly gratifying, and will be long remembered both by the 
children and their benefactors. 

Our Hibernian Brethren, in Grand Lodge assembled, agreed on a reso- 
lution at the June Meeting, which, if it were adopted as a general rule on 
the eleotion of Officers even in privatie Lodges, would operate for the be- 
nefit of the Craft The regulation requires, as a test of fitness for office, 
some previous regularity of attendance, and provides, “ that no Officer shall 
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be approved of, who, having served a former office, shall be found not to 
have attended, either by person or proxy, four times, at least, in his half- 
year of office.” 

This regulation might be beneficially introduced into the By-Laws of all 
our Lodges, which can only be successful in their operation, by a strict re- 
gularity amongst the Brethren in the performance of every duty which 
their situation in the Lodge imposes. Hence no Brother should be ad- 
mitted to an office, whether supreme or subordinate, until he has previously 
made himself acquainted with its duties; nor without he has shewn a 
promptitude and decision in his attendance on the stated Meetings of the 
Order. It is a regulation founded on the spirit of our constitutions, hav- 
ing reason for its basis, and the prosperity of the Lodge for its superstruc- 
ture. If tried and experienced Brethren be placed in exalted offices, their 
example becomes influential to instruct the younger Members in the rules 
and ceremonies of Masonry; — to display the details of office to the best 
advantage ; and to guide the Brethren in the path of duty, both in the 
Lodge and ini the World. 

In the East and West Indies Freemasonry appeared to be on the in- 
crease ; and it is gratifying to quote the fact from the mouth of a Brother 
on the spot Brother J. 8, Morris, W. M. of the Lodge of Perfeet Un- 
animity, No. 1, Calcutta, thus relates his experience. 

u It is now just four years since I was appointed to preside over the 
Lodge of Perfect Unanimity, No. 1. ; and I cannot but regard, with equal 
pride and pleasure, the great and happy change which has, since that period, 
taken place in the condition of our Lodge, and in the state of Masonry in 
general of that Presidency. At that time, owing to some unaccountable 
cause, Masonry bad fallen into disrepute. No. 1, was so thin in numbers, 
that we could hardly fill the several offices of the Lodge. . ’ The ranks of 
the Grand Lodge were proportionably reduced. Our communications with 
England had become irregular and unsatisfactory ; our charitable subscrip- 
tions had decreased to such an extent, that it was with difficulty we could 
answer the most pressing calls of distress. In short the pure flame of Ma- 
sonry languished, and must have expired altogether, had it not been for 
the unremitting exertions of three of the best Masons that ever lived, 
Bros. Ljs and Macdonnell and our departed Bro. Gordon, whose merits 
deserve a more lasting memorial than my humble praise. How truly grati- 
fying a contrast does the picture of the present moment present. Our Lodge 
is now equal in numbers, respectability, and intelligence, to any in the 
world ; the Grand Lodge has been recruited from our ranks ; our charita- 
ble funds have improved ; and Masonry flourishes as prosperously as its 
most ardent admirer oould desire.” 

After this declaration, let not the friends of Freemasonry despair un- 
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der any circumstances, how adverse soever they may be. Zeal and assid- 
uity on the part of the presiding officers, judiciously used, will always be 
successful in stimulating the sluggish, and encouraging the meek ; and the 
activity of a single talented Mason perseveringly exercised, will often re- 
store the energy of a Lodge, which its fast friends have considered to be 
lost beyond redemption. The accounts from all quarters display abundant 
evidences of the increase of peace and good order amongst the fraternity ; 
and also an augmented respect for the institution, in those who have not yet 
had the advantage of initiation. Whether we look towards the North or 
the South, or extend our view from East to West, the prospect is equally 
satisfactory. The true spirit of Freemasonry is at work, and gratifying 
consequences will crown her labours. 

The Quarterly Communication in December, being the first occasion of 
a new election of Grand Officers since the Grand Master’s happy restora- 
tion to the light of Heaven ; it was numerously attended, and Brother 
Moran moved the nomination of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
as most Worshipful Grand Master for the ensuing year. In doing so he 
said it would ill become him to endeavour to describe, in the manner they 
deserved, the Masonic virtues and urbane condescension of their present 
Grand Master. It had been said by a character of antiquity of one of the 
purest and most virtuous men of his day, when another attempted his eu- 
logy — “ why praise ? Who has ever blamed V * If it was necessary any 
where to speak to the feelings of men, in order to induce their good wishes 
towards the Duke of Sussex, here, at least, in this Grand Lodge, such ne- 
cessity could not exist. 

Several discussions bad taken place this year on the subject of the Laws 
of Masonry; some of which were described as useless, and others were 
nor strictly observed. In the Freemasons’ Quarterly Magazine, we find a 
very sound remark on one particular article of our constitutions ; viz., 
il that no Brother shall speak twice to the same question, unless in explana- 
tion, or the mover in reply. Our attention has been called in a forcible 
manner, by several correspondents, to this article, which, in itself, is a 
clause very essential to the promotion of order; and its violation, or even 
the evasion of its spirit, has an inconvenient, if not an unpleasant effect. 
There are many persons who would be well disposed, and even desirous of 
offering an opinion upon current questions, but are prevented by the time 
and attention of Grand Lodge being pre-occupied. We do not hesitate to 
say that the time of Grand Lodge is wasted whenever any deviation from 
the wholesome statute is permitted. Masonic Law embraces all that is 
necessary of a moral and equitable power ; we want nothing more, and 
nothing wanting, would rather not have what does not agree with the spirit 
of our code.” 

To this it may be proper to add, that all interruptions by those who have 
already addressed a Lodge, are indecent towards the Brethren, and disre- 
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spectful towards tbe Worshipful Master. They substitute confusion for 
order, and not only prevent truth from being elicited, but tend to confuse 
the ideas; and thus prevent the Members from arriving at a just and be- 
neficial conclusion. 

The Grand Lodge began about this time, to entertain the idea of form- 
ing a Masonic Library. The notion is excellent, not merely because it 
will furnish the Brethren with the means of access to all Masonic publi- 
cations, but as it forms an unequivocal expression, on the part of the rulers 
of the Craft, that the day is going by which prohibits the use of the pen ; 
and that the publication of works on Freemasonry, judiciously written, 
promises to be of great utility. By this means meritorious conduct is dis- 
played and receives its recompense in the approbation of the Brethren ; 
while indifference and neglect is roused and warmed into industry by the 
details of flourishing Lodges; and of the admiration of mental reward 
which are sure to attend the exercise of Masonic zeal and activity. This 
expression may be hailed by the Brethren with joy; because it precludes 
all prohibition against a public discussion of the general principles of Ma- 
sonry ; provided the writer possess sufficient tact to steer clear of any in- 
novation on our peculiar rites and ceremonies ; and abstain from printing 
such private transactions of his Lodge, as it might be prudent to with- 
hold. 

A formal motion for pledging the Grand Lodge to the support of the 
Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, pursuant to notice, was made 
by Dr. Crucefix, the Treasurer; the following communication from the 
Grand Master having been previously read. 

Signed Augustus F. — , G. M. 

“ The Grand Master having learnt that the subject of the proposed 
Asylum for decayed Masons was to be brought forward again in Grand 
Lodge this evening, thinks it right to repeat the explanation which he made 
verbally to the Grand Lodge on that subject at a former period. 

“ On that occasion the Grand Master declared, as to the matter proposed, 
that he was not unfriendly ; but in his situation as Grand Master, he could 
not at present give it tbe sanction of his name, and thus recommend it to 
the Grand Lodge and tbe Craft at large. That such assent could not be 
obtained from him until he was satisfied that such a sum had been collect- 
ed, as would meet the expenses for the erection and furnishing the build- 
ings which were proposed, as likewise gave reasonable hope that some pro- 
vision would be funded, which, with a little addition, might enable the in- 
habitants of those dwellings to maintain themselves without a severe call 
upon the existing Funds of the Grand Lodge. That the Grand Lodge has 
already two public charities to support, and which it is our duty to secure 
from future wants, by making their permanent funds equal to their pro- 
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sent expenditure. Such object being once attained, it would facilitate the 
consideration and adoption of measures favourable to the new establishment 
proposed ; but always with the express understanding of the conditions 
previously stated. 

“ The Grand Master is induced to make these observations with a view 
of warning the Brethren not to allow their good feelings to carry them 
away, and, by a hasty vote, peril the charitable Institutions already exist- 
ing, and from which the Craft derives so much benefit. 

“ The Grand Master has further to remark, that the Brethren are an- 
nually called upon to furnish a cert in number of Stewards to manage the 
dinners for those two establishments, which become very irksome and ex- 
pensive ; it would, therefore, be both imprudent and improvident to im- 
pose an additional burden upon the Lodges by a call for a third Board of 
Stewards on the formation of a new Institution, and the exertions of which 
Stewards, however great, could scarcely be expected to realize a collection 
of more than one-third the aggregate receipts at the Anniversary Meet- 
ings on behalf of the existing charities ; and that mainly at the cost and 
loss of those two charities. 

“ The Grand Master has moreover to add, that although similar institu- 
tions may be formed in various parts of the continent, yet the same neces- 
sity cannot be pleaded for their existence in this country, because the many 
charitable foundations throughout England, to which the Brethren may 
have access, preclude the urgency of this appeal to their charitable exertions 
as Masons.” 

“ Kensington Palace, 6th Dec., 1837.” 

Brother Crucefix then made a very pathetio appeal to the assembly in 
behalf of the aged objects of the proposed charity, whioh made an evident 
impression on the Brethren present. It was replied to by Brothers Lyth- 
goe and Henderson, who expressed a fear lest the contemplated institution 
should inflict an injury on the existing charities. The latter observed, 
that “ he did not feel himself called on to recommend the adoption of the 
motion in its preseit form ; but if the worthy Brother would allow a little 
modification in the wording of the resolution, he had no doubt it would be 
carried by the Grand Lodge with that unanimity which he was satisfied was 
so anxiously looked for by the Brother Who had brought the question for- 
ward.” 

Brother Crucefix immediately met the suggestion by withdrawing his 
originial motion, and with the concurrence of the seconder, immediately 
framed another ; and not wishing to occupy the time of the Grand Lodge 
by a reply, the following resolution was put and carried unanimously ; — 

“ That this Grand Lodge recommend the contemplated Asylum for 
aged and decayed Freemasons to the favourable consideration of the 
Craft” 
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The Resolution was unanimously confirmed at the subsequent Quarterly 
Communication in March. 

This was a great point gained for the friends of the projected Institution ; 
because it furnished an answer to that frequent enquiry of the Provincial 
Brethren, whether the measure had the sanction of the Masonio Authori- 
ties, or whether it was a mere private speculation ? From this period dona- 
tions and subscriptions increased ; and the well-wishers of the charity en- 
joyed the pleasing anticipation, that the benevolent design would now be 
carried into a speedy and efficient operation- A list of the subscribers was 
published, and a code of regulations circulated amongst the Fraternity. 

“ That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious, but 
aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum to receive him 
within its sanctuary. 

“ That a donation of Fifty Guineas and upwards, shall render the donor 
eligible to be proposed as a Vice-President. 

“ That a donation of Twenty Guineas, shall constitute a Life Governor. 

“ That a donation of Ten Guineas shall constitute a Life Subscriber. 

“ That Two Guineas annually constitute a Governor. 

“ That One Guinea annually shall constitute a Subscriber. 

“ That Fifty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privilege of a 
Life Governor so long as the Lodge shall exist. 

“ That Twenty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to a like privilege 
for twenty-five years. 

“ That Ten Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privilege of a 
Subscriber for fourteen years. 

“ Address. — The object of the contemplated Asylum is simple — to pro- 
vide that shelter and support, in his latter days, for the worthy aged and 
decayed Freemason, which nearly all other classes have already done for 
those connected with their happier hours, dependent on their benevo- 
lence. 

“ It would be unnecessary to say any thing in support of such a charity, 
to a body with whom the exercise of that virtue, in itsfcnost boundless ex- 
tent, is a primary obligation. * Its friends and projectors utterly disclaim 
all idea of interference with the existing Masonic Charities, but they sim- 
ply urge this as the crowning stone of the edifice, as the sacred ark in 
which those who have, in better times, contributed to the support of these 
two admirable institutions, may themselves, should the dark hour of dis- 
tress come, find refuge and succor. 

“ While England abounds in Homes of Benevolence for the distressed, 
it appears a strange anomaly that the aged and decayed Freemason alone, 
is without this cheering prospect — an anomaly rendered more striking from 
the fact that no body of men has higher patronage, richer members, or 
more benevolent objects/ 1 
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During this period the Provinces were gaming strength by the appoint- 
ment of efficient Provincial Grand Masters ; and as their duties became 
more exemplified by practioe, the Brethren increased in seal, by the efficacy 
of their example. Activity on the part of the presiding Officers, always 
prodnoes energy and emulation amongst the Members. In Oxfordshire for 
instance, the seat of learning and science, Freemasonry had previously 
made but a slow and partial progress, although the Brethren were not de- 
ficient in those requisites by which strength and consistency are to be ac- 
quired. But the absence of a master mind, invested with authority to fan 
the glowing embers into a flame, caused a general listlessness which rend- 
ered individual energy incapable of producing that reformation in the con- 
struction of the Lodges, which is the mark of a healthy moral state. 

To remedy this defect, the Grand Master, with his ushal tact, nominated 
to the office of P. G. M. for Oxford, one of the best and most influential 
Brethren of the Order, the D. G. M. of England, Lord John Churchill, 
who was installed in that city, and appointed his assistant officers with 
great judgment. In his Address after Installation, his Lordship made a 
few very useful observations, which some of his Brethren, who hold a simi- 
lar office in other Provinces, would do well to treasure up in their minds. 
He said “ that there existed no record whatever of any former meetings 
of the Grand Lodge, and that to prevent any excuse for further neglect, he 
should present them with the necessary books to enter their proceedings — 
without due order and regularity, continued his Lordship, little good can 
be effected ; but with two such Lodges as are now existing in Oxford, I 
look forward with the greatest expectation. I have been bred in a service 
where the printed regulations are clearly laid down, and any infraction of 
an article contained in them has the penalty affixed, so that any one who 
offends, knows well what he will suffer. In like manner, the Book of Con- 
stitutions points out the duties to be performed, and declares that a breach 
of moral conduct or discipline is to be considered a breach of masonic law. 
I have been pretty well drilled into duty at the Board of General Pur- 
poses, where I have sat for some years, and have very intently watched 
many cases of importance that have come before that meeting, so that I 
cannot plead ignorance of my duty ; aud among the directions which re- 
gulate the office of Provincial Grand Master I find these words : — “ The 
Provincial Grand Lodge of each Province is to be assembled by the P. G. 
M., or his Deputy, at least once in every year for business, &o so that I 
have no alternative but to obey. The orders do not simply intimate that 
the Provincial Grand Lodge may be assembled ; but they declare it is to 
be assembled ; and as I point out what my constrnction of the law is as 
regards myself, I do not hesitate to tell you that I fully expect you will 
use your best endeavours to prove expert aud proficient Masons .' 1 

The Brethren of the Humber Lodge, in Kiugston-upon-Hull, held a 
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Grand Dinner this year in honour of the majority of the Princess Victoria, 
and agreed to an address of congratulation on that event. It was also 
celebrated at Wakefield, by the £&rl of Mexborongh, P.G.M., and the Bre- 
thren of West Yorkshire, and many other places in' England. In & word, 
the Provinces appear to have been at this period in a healthy and active 
state. And as time progressed, Freemasonry gathered strength, like a ball 
rolling along the deep snow on a soft and genial morning in the winter 
season. 

The appointment of Lord Ramsay to the Presidency of the Order 
in Scotland, gave a favourable impulse to Freemasonry in the north ; 
and the pure sentiments which his Lordship addressed to the Brethren at 
his installation, infused a favourable anticipation of his future usefulness, 
which has been abundantly verified by facts. Our Scottish brethren being 
now impressed with that true principle of Masonic benevolence, that the 
connection with a Brother Mason, united by a common obligation, aud the 
practice of mutual observances, is not severed by death, if he leave behind 
him a family of destitute orphans, this year projected a Masonio Institu- 
tion in Edinburgh for educating and advancing the prospects in life of the 
daughters of indigent and deceased Freemasons. In their preliminary ad- 
dress, they confess that “ it has long been held as a matter of reproach 
against the Masonic Fraternity in Scotland, that while, in every part of 
the empire, provision is making for the education of the distressed poor, 
and the capitals of the sister kingdoms possess institutions exclusively be- 
longing to the Craft, which are at once the pride and boast of the nation ; 
the metropolis, though rich in other valuable institutions, possesses no 
establishment devoted exclusively to the benefit of the children of Free- 
masons, a society which, from the earliest period of antiquity, has stood 
pre-eminent for practical benevolence in every quarter of the civilised 
world.” By the above establishment, therefore, they have nobly redeemed 
the character of Scottish Masonry. 

The Brethren of the north still further distinguished themselves during 
the present year, by holding a Grand Assembly at Glasgow, under the au- 
thority of the Lord Provost, the Honourable W. Mills, who was also Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, to level the footstone of a monument to the memory 
of our talented and worthy Brother, Sir Walter Scott, Bart., who was ini- 
tiated into Masonry in the Lodge of St. David's, Edinburgh. As every 
thing connected with this distinguished individual is of interest to society 
at large, it will be necessary to go somewhat into detail on such a memora- 
ble occasion to Freemasonry. The Magistrates of Glasgow, Gorbals, Cal- 
ton, and Anderton, were in attendance, as well as the entire elite of the 
country, and the Brethren of numerous Lodges, who were formed into a 
general procession, protected by troops of the 9th Lancers, and the 42nd 
regiment of foot, from the Court Hall to St. George's Square, the site of 
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the intended column. The Brethren clothed in full masonic costume, and 

decorated with official and honorary jewels, marched four abreast; each 
Lodge being preceded by a band of music, and recognized by its appro- 
priate banner. The proceedings were conducted with extraordinary regu- 
larity. “ When the Junior Lodge arrived at the entrance of St. George’s 
Square it halted, and opened right and left, and so on with the other Lodges 
in succession, according to their seniority, in order to allow the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland to advance to the site of the monumental column. On 
arriving, the Grand Master proclaimed silence, and the Rev. Dr. McLeod 
mounted a temporary rostrum erected for the occasion, and offered up an 
eloquent and impressive prayer. After which the ceremony of laying the 
foundation-stone was completed, with the usual masonic benediction. 

The Grand Master (the Lord Provost) caused the Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Secretary to deposit the papers and coins in the cavity of the stone, 
the band playing “ Great Lights to shine,” during which the stone was 
let down with three regular stops. The Grand Master, with the Sub-Grand 
Master, and Grand gardens before them, then passed down to the stone, 
the Grand Master on the East, the Grand Wardens on the West, when the 
Grand Master said, “ Right Worshipful Sub-Grand Master, you will cause 
the various implements to be applied to the stone, in order that it may be 
laid in its bed according to the rules of architecture.” The Sub-Grand 
Master having then ordered the W f ardens to do their duty. 

The usual interrogatories were made as follows : — 

Grand Master. — “ Right Worshipful Sub-Grand Master, whtit is the 
proper Jewel of your office ?” Answer. — “ The Square.” 

“ Have you applied the Square to those parts of the stone that should 
be square ?” Answer. — “ I have Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the 
Craftsmen have done their duty.” 

Grand Master. — “ Right W T orshipful Senior Grand Warden, what is the 
proper Jewel of your office?” Answer. — “ The Level.” 

“ nave you applied the Level to the stone ?” Answer. — “ I have Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen have done their duty.” 

Grand Master . — “ Right W f orshipful Junior Grand Warden, what is 
the proper Jewel of your office ?” Answer. — “ The Plumb.” 

u Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges of the stone ? An - 
swer . — I have Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen hav« 
done their duty.” 

The Grand Master then said, “ Having full confidence of your skill in 
the Royal Art, it remains with me now to finish our work.” He then gave 
three knocks on the stone, and said, “ May this undertaking be conducted 
and completed by the Craftsmen according to the grand plan, in Peace, 
Love, and Harmony.” — The music thereafter playing, “On, my dear Bre- 
thren,” during which the cornucopia and cups, with the corn, wine and 
oil, were given to the Sub-Grand Master, and the Senior and Junior Grand 
37 
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Wardens. Tbe6e they delivered to the Grand Master, in turn, who spread 
the corn, the wine, and the oil on the stone, and pronounced the Grand 
Benediction — “ May corn, wine, and oil, and all the necessaries of life, 
abound amoDg men throughout the world, and may the blessing of the Su- 
preme Grand Architect of the Universe be upon this undertaking, and 
may it be preserved to the latest ages, in order that it may promote the 
views for which this monument is to be erected. 0 The Band then played 
the “ Mason's Anthem," and the Grand Master returned to the platform. 
The music having ceased, the assembly was addressed by the P.G.M., who 
said, — 

" Principal Maefarlane and Gentlemen. We have performed an act 
which, while it honours the dead, at the same time honours the living.— 
By erecting a monument to departed genius, we leave to our posterity a 
tangible proof that the generations among whom Sir Walter Scott lived 
were in so far worthy of him, that they could appreciate his merit. We 
have been doing what, more perhaps than any other act, helps society for- 
ward in the road of social improvement. Every monument erected to a 
great and good man, is an ever fresh moral lesson ^to the public. We have 
been doing what tends to cement society — in all that concerns men — in the 
matters of public and domestic life — in the certainties of this world and 
the hopes of the next. There are, and in our nature there ever must be, 
a diversity of opinions and affections. Experience seems to teach, that in 
the society where these are most freely expressed — where men most freely 
emulate each other in endeavours to promote their favourite views — the 
greatest discoveries are made, and the greatest actions are performed. But 
rivalry and emulation alienate men and cultivate the less amiable passions. 
It is good, therefore, to seize on all those occasions which can re unite U9 
in that love which is one of the best attributes of our nature ; and what 
occasion can there be so well fitted for this purpose, as when men of every 
creed and every opinion which divide society, unite in common homage to 
the memory of some distinguished fellow-citizen. Their common admin- 
istration teaches them that, however widely they may differ, they still have 
one common nature, and that their points of resemblance form exactly 
what is noblest about then}. There eould not be a mind more admirably 
constituted for producing this desirable effect, than that of the great man 
whose memory we meet to honour. Those of his works which will live 
with the nation's language, are not controversial, stirring up strife ; they 
are pictures of life, around which all men gather, to derive enjoyment. — 
Their distinguished features are the power of noting and expressing the 
peculiarities of character, as well as the fertility of invention. We, from 
whose fire-sides — from the living inmates of whose domestic circles his 
characters were drawn — can feel and attest their identity with nature.— 
We have sat at table with — we have shaken hands with — we have quar- 
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relied and been friends with — his Dandie Dinmonts, his Cuddie Headriggs, 
and last, though not least, his Bailie Nicol Jarvies. There can be no tes- 
timony to the truth of his portraits so strong and credible as ours. But it 
is from those less familiar with his prototypes that testimony must be borne 
of the power and originality of his genius. It has been left to posterity 
to bear this testimony. Already his fame has been echoed back to us by 
distant lands, in which a. differently constituted society judges as impar- 
tially of his merits as the latest posterity will be able to do. It must be 
pardoned us if we indulge in a feeling of self-gratulation, that, while every 
anxiety has been expressed to pay a tribute to the memory of Sir Walter 
3cott, Glasgow has been first to realise the honourable intention, He has 
deserved it at our hands*— his heart and imagination were wedded to the 
old chivalrous time — and yet no man has delineated with a more graphic 
hand, the peculiarities of the founders of that state of society in which we 
of this country live — the originators of that self-reliance and persevering 
enterprise which has changed the face of the whole country around us, 
and which will change it to something nobler and better still. Gentlemen, 
I return my sincere acknowledgments to all who have assisted me in the 
discharge of this pleasing and important duty. » To the Brethren of 
the Grand Lodge : to the Committee of Management : to the Mem- 
bers of the various Public Bodies who have favoured us with their com- 
pany : to the whole of my Fellow Citizens, with whom solemnities like 
this draw closer the cords of love, first knit by more onerous, and there 
fore, more anxious ties : to all, this monument, when completed, must be 
an interesting object. To me it must be eminently so, from the gratify- 
ing recollections it will ever awaken in my mind. 11 

The very Rev. Principal Macfarlane returned thanks in an appropriate 
speech j at the conclusion of which the band struck up the Mason’s An- 
them, and the Brethren moved off to their respective Lodge rooms. 

In other parts of Scotland the Brethren were equally active and zeal- 
ous ; and took a part in all public works. At Aberdeen the foundation 
stone of the Marischal College was laid with Masonic honours, by the 
Duke of Richmond. The Brethren of the Operative Lodge at Dundee as- 
sembled in procession at Carnousie to open the Royal Victoria Railway.— 
At Dumfries, the Provincial Lodges, to the number of twelve, under the 
direction of the D. P. G. M. were convened to assist at the ceremonial of 
laying the foundation-stone of St. Mary’s Church ; and about the same 
time several Lodges assembled under the proper authorities, to lay the first 
stone of the new Harbour at Stotfield Point. 

This year was also distinguished by an important petition from Western 
India, which shews the anxiety of our Colonial Brethren to augment the 
influence of Freemasonry in those distant provinces of the empire. The 
object of the petition was to induce His Royal Highness the Grand Mas- 
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ter, to constitute a Grand Lodge for those parts, and appoint a District 
Grand Master, with power to nominate his Officers ; and also Special De- 
puties for the* more remote parts of the extensive provinces of North 
Western India ; and to legislate generally for the benefit of Masonry there. 
This would undoubtedly be beneficial to Freemasonry, and lead to the most 
gratifying results ; inasmuch as in the absence of competent authorities, 
the Brethren in situations remote from the Mother Lodge, are apt to re- 
lapse into apathy and indifference, from an apprehension that their pro- 
ceedings might not be in strict accordance with the constitutions of the or- 
der ; besides the disadvantage which arises from the want of an authorized 
leader, who is duly qualified to direct and influence the general affairs 
which unite the individual Lodges of a district with each other, and pro- 
mote the unanimity of sentiment and action which is essential to the wel- 
fare and prosperity of any public institution. At a subsequent Quarterly 
Communication of Grand Lodge, the Grand Master announced, that in 
consideration of the above petition, it was his intention to place those Pro- 
vinces under the care of the Grand Registrar, with power to nominate a 
Deputy Grand Master, and other Officers, until His Royal Highness shall 
appoint his own immediate representative. The intelligence was received 
in India with the greatest satisfaction. 

In the month of February, the D.P.G.M. for Dorset, laid the first stone 
of a new Guildhall at Weymouth, with Masonic honours, after an appro- 
priate sermon by the Rev. Willoughby Brassey, P.G.O. In May a convo- 
cation of the Brethren was holden at Wakefield, by the Earl of Mexbor- 
ough, P.G.M., for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the New 
Exchange in that populous and improving town ; at Sidmouth the first stone 
of a new Pier was deposited in the name of the Princess Victoria, by the 
Rev. Dr. Carwithen, D.P.G.M. The Masons of Bath, although not so- 
licited to assist in the ceremonial of laying the foundation stone of an 
obelisk intended to commemorate the day when the Princess attained her 
majority, determined, by a public dinner, to display their attachment to 
the reigning family, and as a demonstration of respect to that member of 
it who is heir apparent to the throne. In August the fraternity assembled 
at Northampton, to assist in levelling the foot stone of a new Church, in 
All Saints Parish, which was deposited by the Marquis of Northampton j 
and at Birmingham the same ceremony was performed at the commence- 
ment of Bishop Ryder's Church, by the Bishop of Worcester, and N. L. 
Torre, Esq. D.P.G.M. of free and accepted Masons for Warwickshire. 

Several testimonials to meritorious Brethren distinguished this year. In 
January a snuff , box was presented to Brother James Burns, L.L D., F. 
R.S., P.G.M. for the Western Provinces of India ; in March a silver tank- 
ard to Brother Provost Rutherford, of St. Andrew's Lodge, Scotland ; in 
April a silver vase to Brother Dr. Burns, previously to his departing for 
India ; and a valuable watch and case to Brother Pe*.cr Thompson, of the 
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Lodge of Instruction, London. In May a silver onp to Brother W. P. 
Norris, Grand Steward's Lodge ; and a silver salver to Brother Bales 
White, of the Lodge of Unanimity, Taunton. In June a silver waiter and 
tea service to Brother Thomas Bratton, Strafford ; and in December a sil- 
ver cup to Brother Dr. James Rattray, Kilwinning Lodge, Glasgow; a 
silver medal to Brother the Rev. James Norval, St. Peter's Lodge, Mont- 
rose, and a silver snuff box to. Brother M. H. Bracken, Masonic Lodge, 
642, Montrose. 

These details cannot fail to be gratifying to every lover of the ancient 
science. When we observe wealth, rank and talent combining to confet 
honour on an institution of universal benevolence ; and “ the great ones 
of the earth” clad in the badge of innooenoe, and united in the bond of 
friendship with worthy men in the inferior clashes of society, to traoe wis- 
dom and to follow virtue ; we no longer fear for the stability of this great 
and efficient scheme for promoting the interests of morality and science. 


CHAP. V. 

History of Freemasonry in the Tear 1888. 

In our historical notices of Freemasonry connected with the present 
.times, it is necessary to reoord the progress of the science in every quarter 
of the globe. To oonfine our observations to our own country, would be 
to circumscribe the Order within very narrow limits, because Masonry is 
universal in its operation. And though it is freely admitted that its ener- 
gies appear in superior activity amongst ourselves of the United Kingdom, 
yet its branches, spreading to distant parts of the globe, bud, and blossom, 
and display healthy tokens of an abundanoe of sound and wholesome fruit. 
Jo these our attention must be directed, as our feelings are highly inte- 
rested in their behalf, because the pure principles of the Craft are observed 
to be gradually developing themselves in transactions, which combine 
great public and private usefulness. At the commencement of the year 
1838, the Montego Bay Friendly Lodge, in Jamaica, distinguished itself 
by a public display of much interest to the community, and of essential 
benefit to the Lodge. At the annual inauguration of the Officers, a pro- 
cession was formed to Church, and a sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Brother Lawson, for the benefit of the Asylum for aged and decayed Free- 
masons ; after which the sum of £50. was oollected< The Brethren ad- 
journed to dinner, and many benevolent speeches were delivered ; while 
peace and harmony reigned throughout the entire proceedings. The day's 
entertainment, from the impressive, orderly, and oorreet performance of 
all the ceremonies and duties, must form a striking evidence to the inhabi- 
tants, of the benefits arising from Freemasonry ; as the Brethren subscrib* 
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©<1 liberally to further the objects of an Institution at so great a distance) 
that they could scaroely expect to participate in the advantages of its 
operation. 

Such meetings as these, where sacred charity is blended with social 
mirth, and the mutual interchange of benevolent feelings ; do indeed shew 
Freemasonry in its true light, as an institution which fosters and improves 
the best affections of our nature; and carries into active operation the 
maxim of the wisest and most holy of beings — “ do unto others as you 
would have them do to you.” 

The provinces in our own country shewed this year a considerable de- 
gree of activity. Grand meetings were holden in every part of the united 
kingdom, attended by the rich and talented, the nobility and clergy, as 
well as the more humble brethren who swell out our ranks by their num- 
bers, respectability, and moral worth. In many instances processions were 
used, which bore a character of imposing splendour unknown to the fra- 
ternity fifty years ago. The great improvements which have taken place 
in the Masonic costume and appointments are highly judicious, and shew 
a disposition in our rulers to advance progressively with the times in dis- 
play, as well as in science and benevolence. And in those instances where 
processions have been deemed necessary, the proceedings have borne an 
animated and decorous character, that clearly evinces the decided interest 
with which Freemasonry is regarded in the present day; not only by the 
brethren, but by those who profess to view our transactions with doubt, 
jealousy, or curiosity ; and deliberate with themselves on the propriety 
and prudence of joining our ranks. There are indeed many uninitiated 
persons, who, while they outwardly affect to regard the ord er with indiffer- 
ence, actually take a very great interest in its proceedings, and watch our 
motions with a scrutinizing eye. To all such persons the activity of out 
Provincial Lodges, openly displayed, presents a favourable view of the 
craft ; and as iu most cases, the unimpeachable conduct of the brethren 
exemplifies their profession, we are at no loss to account for the rapid in* 
creaoe, both in numbers and respectability, whioh have strengthened and 
improved the Order in the present day. 

It is quite clear that a great moral revolution has been effected in the 
publio miud, respecting the science of Freemasonry. The mist of preju- 
dice which floated before the eyes ef our forefathers, and occasioned feel* 
iugs and impressions unfavourable to the Craft, have been cleared away by 
the undisguised record of our social meetings ; and suspicions which for- 
merly indulged against us, for want of Masonic information, whioh has 
been recently furnished freely, are no longer allowed to operate to our dis- 
advantage. Hence those who regarded Freemasonry with feelings allied 
to horror and disgust, now look on it with indulgence ; and many of its 
prejudiced opposers have joined its ranks; and laud the Institution which 
vat .nee a stumbling block and an object of detestation. Such is the 
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present influence of our noble Order. Let the Brethren be careful to de- 
fend the ancient landmarks, and to adorn the science by the practice of 
moral virtue ; and soon Freemasonry will cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea. 

We have now arrived at an epoch in Masonry. The subscriptions were com- 
pleted for presenting a trophy to the Grand Master, on his having occupied 
the throne of the Grand Lodge for a quarter of a century ; a fact unex- 
ampled in the history of Masonry, and the offering being ready for presen- 
tation, the Brethren assembled numerously at Freemasons Hall, to cele- 
brate the Grand Festival, at which the ceremony was to take place. Nearly 
five hundred Brethren were present. His Royal Highness occupied the 
throne, being in excellent health and spirits. When the routine business 
was disposed of, Lord John Churchill rose and expressed himself as fol- 
lows : — 

“ I am quite incompetent to do justice to the toast which I am about to 
offer. I shall therefore content myself by proposing to yon the health of 
our M.W.G.M., an individual whom no eulogy of mine ean affeet, and 
who has so kindly presided over us for a quarter of a century.” 

His Lordship then read the following address of the Committee of the 
Masonic Offering : 

u To His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, 
K. G., &c. &c.,&c., most Worshipful Grand Master of Ancient, Free, 
and Accepted Masons of England. 

Most Worshipful Sir, 

41 We, a Committee of the Brethren associated for the purpose of pre- 
senting a votive offering to their Grand Master, respectfully approach your 
Royal Highness to express the feelings, and to fulfil the wishes of the 
great body of Masons whom we represent. 

4t For them, Sir, and for ourselves, we fervently acknowledge the deep 
debt of gratitude due to your Royal Highness from the Craft of England. 
We do honour to ourselves in thus publicly proclaiming the truth and the 
boast, that the illustrious Prince, who, during the twenty-five years now 
rolled by, has ruled the order by its own free choice, has rendered to Ma- 
sonry services unparalleled in its history. 

“ For the high social rank which the Fraternity now holds in this coun- 
try — for the absolute exclusion from our peaceful temple of those divi- 
sions, religious and political, by which men are elsewhere .distracted— for 
our increased and increasing prosperity we feel and we glory in the recol- 
lection how much we owe to your Royal Highness. The events of the 
last quarter of a century, afford a bright example to other countries, and 
to future times, how perfectly, under a wise, benevolent, and zealous ruler, 
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" Brother R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Provincial Grand Masters, Offi- 
cers of the Grand Lodge, and Brethren, — I rise under feelings of intense 
interest; and, if I may use the expression, amidst a warfare of feelings, to 
utter my humble and sincere thanks for the kindness evinced to me on the 
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present occasion. It is not the trifle that is offered, jbpt the sensation it 
has produoed, which afleots me j it is of a mingled nature, and consequent- 
ly very difficult to express. 

“Surrounded by so many faces, seeing so many kind friends, and yet mark- 
ing vacancies, crowded as the tables are, which cast a shade upon thought, 
it is impossible to feel very lively, or that I should express myself as I 
ought. You have kindly noticed the past period of twenty -five years — 
aye, to me twenty-five years of great anxiety — I have presided over .you 
with fidelity, yet sometimes with feelings of oppression. Your kindness 
has given vigour, and I feel renovated ; and from that kindness I have de- 
rived my confidence. In my career I have met with many and severe trials 
— trials to which human nature ought to be exposed, and which, as a Ma- 
son, it was my duty to bear up against I have observed many a kind 
heart has been laid low, and my account must be rendered up. On the 
mercy of God I have ever relied, and in £he rectitude of my oonscienoe I 
aball lay down my head in peace. That is a subject which every morning 
a Mason ought to o&ll to mind when he supplicates his Maker, and when 
he closes his eyes. 

“ When the profane, who do not know our mysteries, are carried away 
by prejudice, and do not acknowledge the value of our Society, let them 
learn by our conduct, that & good Mason is a good moral man, and as such 
will not trifle with his obligation. 

“ The principles of morality I am bound to enforce, and did I not, 1 
should betray the confidence you repose in me. For myself, I want no 
compliment ; no favour. Deeply as I am indebted to the Brethren, yet I 
could not receive a compliment out of the fund of the Grand Lodge. — 
Twice I have refused that compliment, because that is public property, tc 
be appropriated to Masonic matters only, and it would be highly incorrect 
to encroach upon it in any other wsy ; and if one farthing of it be touched 
for any other purpose than that of charity, you would be wanting in your 
duty. The Brethren then listened to me and the matter dropped. I, how- 
ever, stated, that if at some future period a spontaneous and united offer 
of a compliment, not taken from the publio fundi was decided upon, after 
twenty-five years of service, I should not object The Duke of Sussex in 
accepting this offer, cannot be accused of robbing the Poor Mason of a 
single penny. Arriving at the twcuty^sixth year of my Presidency, it is 
a warning to me ho? I am placed. 

“ My duty as ypur Grand Master is, to take care that no political or re- 
ligious question intrudes itself, and had I thought that in presenting this 
tribute, any political feeling had influenced the Brethren, I can only say, 
that then the Grand Master would not have been gratified. Our object is 
unanimity, and we can find a centre of unanimity unknown elsewhere. I 
recollect twenty- five years ago, at a meeting in many respects similar to the 
present, a magnificent Jewel (by a voluntary vote,) was presented to Earl 
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Moira previous to his journey to India. 1 bad the honour to preside, and 
I remember the powerful and beautiful appeal which that excellent Brother 
made on the occasion. I am now sixty* six years of age — I say this with- 
out regret — the true Mason ought to think that the first day of his birth 
is but a step on his way to the final close of life. When I tell you that 
I have completed forty years of a masonic life — there may be older Ma- 
sons — but that is a pretty good specimen of my attachment to the Order. 

“ In 1798 I entered masonry in a Lodge at Berlin, and there I served 
several offices, and as Warden was a representative of the Lodge in the 
Grand L^dge of England. I afterwards was acknowledged and reeeived 
f with the usual compliment paid to a member of the Royal family, by be- 
ing appointed a Past Grand Warden. I again went abroad for three years, 
and on my return joined various Lodges; and upon the retirement of the 
Prince Regent, who become Patron of the Order, I was elected Grand 
Master. An epoch of considerable interest intervened, and I became 
charged, in 1818, with a most important mission — the union of the two 
London Societies. My excellent Brother, the Duke of Kent, accepted the 
title of Grand Master of the Athol Masons, as they were denominated ; I 
was the Grand Master of those called the Prince of Wales’s. In three 
months we carried the union of the two societies, and I had the happiness 
; of presiding over the united Fraternity. This I consider to have been the 
happiest event of my life. It brought all Masons upon the level and 
square, and shewed the world at large, that the differences of common life 
did not exist in Masonry; and it shewed to Masons, that by a long pull 
a strong pull, and a pull altogether, what great good might be effected. 

“ I have endeavoured all through my masonic careefr, to bring into Ma- 
sonry the great feet, that from the highest to the lowest, all should feel 
convinced that the one could not exist without the other. Every Mason 
owes respect to the recognized institutions of society, and the higher his 
station, the more is required from him. The great power of Masonry is 
* the example — the chain extends from the highest to the lowest, and if one 
link shall break, the whole is endangered. 

“ I recommend to you order, regularity, and observance of masonio du- 
ties. If you differ with any Brother, never attribute sinister motives to 
' him with whom you differ. These are principles, Brethren, which I hope 
to enforce ; and many a time have I checked myself from too marked an 
expression, thinking that a Brother might not be aware of his position, 
and we have argued the matter in private. I trust in this, the twenty- 
fifth year of my Presidency, I may not be considered saying too much by 
declaring what I have always done. I am grateful for the kindness and 
affection hitherto shewn, and that my government, so far as it may be so 
considered, is one of kindness and confidence. I onoe again enjoin ob- 
servance of the laws, which are founded upon equity, and not spesial 
pleading. Equity is our principle — hononr our guide, — I gave full scope 
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to my feelings in Grand Lodge, and have forgotten all that passed, except 
those of good will with which I left it; and assure the Brethren, that a* 
long as my services are at my own command, the Grand Lodge may claim 
them ; but they shall be given honestly, fearlessly, and faithfully. Again, 
I sincerely thank the Brethren, and drink good health to all.” 

His Royal Highness resumed his seat amidst the warmest exhibition of 
grateful feelings ever witnessed in Freemasons' Hall 

The Masonic offering was a Candelabrum, the base being about twentyv 
eight inches long by twenty-four inches broad ; the greatest extent of the 
branches for the lights is three feet by two feet six inches. The prin- 
ciple feature of the design is a circular temple of architecture, formed by 
six columns of the Corinthian order, supporting an enriched dome, crown- 
ed by the figure of Apollo. On the frieze are represented the twelve signs 
of the Zodiac. In the interior of the temple, resting on a tesselated pave- 
ment, is seen the altar with the volume of the sacred law unfolded, and 
the square and compasses thereon. The temple is raised on a circular pe- 
destal, which again rests on a square plinth or step; on the projecting an- 
gles of which are seated four figures emblematical of astronomy, geometry, 
sculpture and architecture. Astronomy is contemplating the heavens and 
holding in one hand a sextant, and in the other a telescope, her head crown- 
ed with stars as with a diadem, five in number. Geometry is depicted as 
contemplating the globe, measuring its parts and ascertaining its propor- 
tions with the compasses ; and the mystic triangle is marked on her pe- 
destal correct. Sculpture is represented with the mallet and chissel, hav- 
ing just completed the bpst of Socrates, emblematical of the devotion of 
the fine arts to the promotion of the moral virtues. Architecture is typi- 
fied by the plan of a temple which she is unfolding to view. The whole 
of the temple, with its classical accompaniments, is placed on a superb 
base. From the angles spring four branches for lights, the cup to receive 
the lights being in the form of the lotus leaf. The whole may be used as 
a candelabrum when artificial light is required, or otherwise without the 
branches in its more simple form, without appearing imperfect. The base 
has on each of its four faces an ornamented panel. Three of these are 
enriched with historical tablets in low relief and the fourth contains the 
inscription. The frames of these tablets are ornamented with the olive, 
corn, and pomegranate, emblematical of those blessings of Providence 
which Masonry teaches us to diffuse and employ for the welfare of our fel- 
low creatures. The tablet on the principal face represents the Union of 
the two Fraternities of English Freemasons, so happily accomplished by 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex in conjunction with his Royal 
Highness the late Duke of Kent, in the year 1813. The two illustrious 
Grand Masters, surrounded by their respective Grand Officers and other 
Brethren, are represented as ratifying and completing the Act of Union f 
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ibe instrument of which was forthwith deposited in the Ark of the Core- 
Rant, the symbol of the Grand Edifice of Union. The all-seeing Eye of 
Providence is represented as casting its refulgent rays on the deed. The 
tablet to the left of the above represents Solomon receiving from his father 
King David, the plan of the temple to be erected at Jerusalem, according 
to the instructions which the Almighty had communicated to him in a 
vision. The third tablet represents the temple completed, and King Solo* 
mon in the act of dedicating it to God’s holy service. The fourth tablet 
•contains the inscription, which is as follows : — 

TO 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Augustus Frederick 
DUKE OF SUSSEX, K. G., 

Ac., Ac., Ac., 

In Commemoration of Completing 
Twenty -five Years 

Grand Master of English Freemasons. 

From his Affectionate Brethren. 

1838.* 

A grand masonic fete was this year given in DubKn by the brethren of 
St. Patrick’s Lodge, No. 50, to upwards of a thousand of the elite of that 
city, including the Viceroy, and her Excellency the Countess of Mnlgravs 
and suite, who arrived at the Rotunda, where the entertainment was given, 
in six carriages, escorted by the 8th Hussars ; and were received by Past 
Masters Baldwin, Tenison, Wright, and Fitton ; and a procession was 
formed to copduot the vice-regal party to the throne room. The aparW 
ments for dancing and refreshments were beautifully decorated with masonie 
banners and devices ; and brilliantly illuminated with ormolu lustres, die- 
posed with great taste and magnificence. The band of the Royal Fnsi- 
leers, in full uniform, was in attendance. When the doors were opened, 
the throng of carriages commenced setting down their oompany in Cavan* 
dish Row, where a covered canopy onrtained with light blue moreen and 
carpeted with scarlet, bad been erected for their reception. 

When the rooms were filled, the scene was very gay and imposing. The 
radiant array of white and bine plumage ; the exquisitely wrought dresses 
of every tint and hue, which varied taste could suggest; the sparkling of 
diamonds, and eyes still brighter, flashing from the oountless beauties 
whbse presence graced this gorgeous assembly, combined with the various 
jnilitary uniforms, and the oostly insignia of the brethren, rich in *• tbs 
grandeur and glory of jewelled gold, 1 ' tended to heighten the effect and 

• The above description has been extracted from the published Pamphlet of the 
proceedings. 
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throw a pleasing variety over a scene which looked like a fairy festival in 
an eastern romance. 

The members appeared in the new uniform of the lodge No. 50. The 
coat black, velvet collar and cuffs, lined in the skirts and breast with white 
Satin ; the button silver, having on it in raised characters, the square and 
compasses surmounting the letters *.?.l-(St. Patrick's Lodge) and under- 
neath the figures, 50. The Brethren not departing from the cherished 
principles of Freemasonry, but on the contrary being anxious to promote 
employment amongst the impoverished weavers, appeared in tabinet or 
poplin vests of various colours, for the most part embroidered in gold or 
silver of the most elaborate workmanship. The Brethren of 50 being the 
hosts, in order to distinguish them from those enrolled under other war- 
rants, wore rosettes of blue satin ribbon on their right arms. 

The vice-regal party promenaded during the intervals of dancing; when 
an orchestral band, which was also in attendance, performed a melange, 
consisting of selections from Rossini's Guillaume Tell, the Overture of 
Tancredi, Mozart's la Nosiedi Figaro, and other pieces of an equally popu- 
lar description. 

The banquet was conducted on a principle of unusual splendour, regard- 
less of expence ; and accommodations were made for a thousand persons. 
The Throne for the Master was placed on a platform one foot above the : 
level of the chief table, and covered with crimson doth. At the back 
were the lodge banners crosswise, supporting a canopy of blue velvet, 
trimmed with gold bullion, Ac. The figure of St Patrick was emblazoned 
in the centre of the frieze, which was conspicuously surrounded by the 
rose, thistle, and shamrock ; descending from the proscenium, which was 
supported by allegorical figures, was a radiating star of seven points, in 
the centre of which, in royal purple, were the initials V* R. most beauti-' 
fully emblazoned, aud presenting a complete chef’dceuvre of art. In the 
centre table, was a marble bust of the Queen, canopied with exotics, and 
surrounded with masonic and mythological devices, arches of confectionary, 
and pieces montecs of burnished gold. The utmost order and regularity 
prevailed on this memorable occasion ; and the most beautiful remark of 
Lord Mulgrave, after bis health had been proposed by the W. M., merits 
the notice of every Free and Accepted Mason. His Excellency rose and said, 

“ He certainly must plead guilty to the charge of not being a member ’ 
of the time-honoured Order of Masonry. I regret," he added, <f that I 
am obliged to admit this ; my only consolation, and it is a great one, is, 
that I suffer under this defect in common with the entire of that part of 
the creation which is generally admitted to approach nearest to perfec- 
tion ; and no Irishman can venture to pronounce that to be a great error 
which is committed by all those lovely ladies around, whom it would be 
high treason against the laws of gallantry to deny to be faultless." 
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Having already exceeded the space which, in a brief and general his- 
tory of the Craft, can be appropriated to the proceedings of an individual 
lodge, we close our account of this most gratifying display. But it reflects 
credit to Freemasonry in general, and to the Members of u Fifty” in par- 
ticular, to have thus succeeded in uniting the honours of masonry and hos- 
pitality, by assembling together, under the masonic banner, not merely 
u the high and lofty ones of the earth,” but also, as Bro. Ellis, who offi- 
ciated afe chairman on this interesting occasion, very felicitously observed, 
in proposing the concluding toast, 

i( A lovely band of ladies, culled from the garden of Irish beauty, and 
conducted by our fair and noble guest, the Countess of Mulgrave. To at- 
tempt a description of the leader, or of the band, were alike futile. To 
paint in words the bright eyes — the lips steeped in loveliness, and the 
golden hair in whose flowing locks love has this night spread a thousand 
nets, is altogether impossible, unless I were that favoured fairy who spoke 
pearls ; and to express our feelings towards the possessors of those beau- 
ties is equally impossible, unless my lips were touched with fire. To Her 
Excellency, and to that lovely band, we owe every sentiment of pleasure 
and delight which we have this night experienced. They have spread hap- 
piness on every side around them — they have poured upon our festival the 
rosy light of beauty, and have made our Banquet-hall (like the sea whence 
Venus sprang) to teem with ail the graces. To say that her Excellency's* 
virtues and accomplishments render her worthy to be the leader of that 
l aud of beauty, is as high a compliment as can be paid, in my opinion, to 
any body ; and yot not more than truth ; and to declare that we desire to 
see Her Excellency often filling that distinguished station, is only to give 
utterance to a sentiment which is swelling at the heart, and bursting to 
the lips of every Brother of the Order.” 

The annual festival of the Asylum for Aged and Decayed Freemasons 
was celebrated in the month of June, and numerously attended. Bro., 
Alderman Thomas Wood in the chair; who, in the course of the evening,, 
advocated the wants and distresses of his aged Brethren with equal ability, 
and zeal. He met every objection with deliberate argument and unan- 
swerable fact; and in a speech of great extent and power, pleaded the, 
sacred cause of charity with such overwhelming effect, that the subscrip- 
tions exceeded £800. 

Communications of great importance were submitted to the Qrand Lodge 
of Ireland, at the July meeting, from the Grand Lodges of Scotland, New 
York, and Virginia, praying for the establishment of a friendly intercourse 
between the Brethren of all the respective countries ; which being referred 
to a Committee, it was resolved, that a friendly communication between 
the several Grand Lodges is most desirable, inasmuch as it will promote 
that good feeling and paternal intercourse which is to be advocated among 
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the Craft all over the globe, and will operate to a considerable extent in 
checking impropriety ; as by mntnal exposure of such oowans and bad 
masons as have been excluded from the Craft, for their improprieties in 
other Grand Lodges, imposition on the charitable and true Mason will be 
checked ; exclusivo of saving the Craft from the contamination which they 
must suffer by association with such excluded Masons. 

In like manner, during the following year, Brother Hcbeler, of the 
Grand Lodge of Berlin, and Brother Burmester, of the Grand Lodge of 
Hamburgh, were respectively introduced as representatives of those Grand 
Lodges in the Grand Lodge of England ; and, by the appointment of His 
Royal Highness the Grand Master, took their seats as Past Senior Grand 
Wardens ; and Brother J. Peter Esser was delegated, with the same rank, 
to represent the Grand Lodge of England in the Grand Royal York Lodge 
of Berlin. 

Such a friendly intercourse amongst the great bodies of Masons in every 
nation and province, would be most beneficial, for the order is universal. 
It gives a preference to no' country or people ; regards neither colour, lan* 
guage, nor climate ; but proceeds in its sober course, on the broad princi- 
pie of that general relationship which exists amongst all people as the* 
children of a common parent, and the creatures of a benevolent God ; ana 
stretches out its arms of love to all mankind without respect of person^ 
because all the world are Brethren. 

This year the “ New Temple,” Freemasons' Hall, was altered, enlarged 
and beautified, under the superintendence of Brother Philip Hardwicke, 
Esq. Grand Superintendent of Works. Ou removing some portion of 
the roof of the New Temple, the timbers were found so affected with the 
dry-rot as to render it necessary to take off the entire roof, and renew it 
in a more substantial manner. It is the opinion of tbe architect, that had 
this examination been delayed, the structure itself would not have lasted 
four years longer ; so subtle and so destructive is the dry-rot, that from tho 
wood-work it affects gradually the bricks and even stone, in the very heart 
of which it is often found. It has the character of a “ mushroom" in the 
rapidity of its growth with that of the mildew in its destructive effect.— 
Whatever difference of opinion may exist on the propriety of incurring the 
expense, necessity appeared to sanction the policy of a complete restora* 
tion of the Temple. From the effect of this improvement the Brethren 
ate furnished with ample accommodation at the Quarterly Committees of 
the Craft, and the Convocations of the Supreme Chapter of the Royal 
Arch. It is better adapted for hearing ; and the display of Grand Officers 
on the elevated platform is a sight cheering and imposing to the Brethren 
beneath. 

At the close of the year 1S38 some symptoms of an organized opposi- 
tion to the establishment of the projected Asylum for aged and decayed 
Freemasons began to appear. At the Grand Lodge in December, a coxa* 
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ihnnic&tion was made from His Royal Highness the Hake of Sussex, in 
which, as we have already seen, he expressed a fear that this institution' 
would touch on the existing charities. Many excellent and worthy Bre». 
thren entertained the same apprehension, thinking that an object, how 
meritorious soever it might be, would be purchased at too dear a rate, if 
attended with jeopardy to establishments whose benefits have been tested 
by experience. An absolute good in possession being considered of greater 
value, than another in prospect. It will be seen that these incipient fears 
ripened into discord between the parties ; which has become matter of deep 
regret to the moderate portion of both; inasmuch as such differences’ 
amongst the , fraternity create great scandal, and weaken the bonds by 
which its hold on publio sympathy is cemented and confirmed. Freema- 
sonry is a system of peace, order, and harmony. The elements of dispute 
and division are not found in any of its institutes. The Brethren meet on 
the level and part on the square. The utmost extent of fraternal affection 
which can subsist between m&h and man, is expected to be displayed 
amongst the Brethren of our order in a Mason’s Lodge. It is enjoined? 
equally in the ancient Charges, the Constitutions, and the Lecturee ; and 
the world at large, amidst all their cavils aud objections on other points, 
are inclined to give ns credit for oar brotherly love. 

The Brethren localised in Sidney have constituted themselves into 
Lodges ; and even in this remote quarter of the globe, the reports are most ; 
gratifying. This year the Masonic body presented an address to Sir Rich- 
ard Bonrke, K. C. B. the Governor, on his departure from New South 
Wales, which was graciously received; and in his reply, the Governor 
bears testimony to the praise-worthy manner in which the Craft was oon- : 
ducted in the colony. “ To your Society,” he said, “Iami stranger, ex- 
cept by the knowledge I possess of the charitable and peaceful conduct 
which has distinguished its members in this colony. Your public proces- 
sions have been orderly and well conducted. Yonr intercourse amongst 
yourselves, I am happy to learn, is conciliatory and friendly in a high do* 
gree ; and wishing yon a oontinuanee of the happiness and harmony that 
prevails amongst yon, I sincerely reciprocate your l^ind expressions of 
good will and regard.” 

The foundation stones accompanied by Masonio honours and formalities 
are not numerous in this year. A few instances however may be put on • 
record to shew that the Fraternity were not entirely unemployed. The. 
first stone of a Light House* at Gibraltar, was laid in the month of April 
by his Excellency Major General Sir Alexander Woodford, K.C.B., assist- 
ed by Brother The Rev. Dr. Burrow, P.G.M. In June the same assist* 
ance was rendered at the commencement of a series of bridges and viaducts 
on the line of the Glasgow aud Ayr Railway, by Brother George John- 
son, Esq., G.M., of Kilwinning Lodge, and P.G.M. for Ayrshire ; accom- 
panied along the line by a Masonic procession, aud orowds of spectators ia 
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every rank of life ; which produced s singular and imposing effect In 
August the foot stones of St George’s Chapel and St John’s Church, Staly 
Bridge and Dunkinfield, in Lancashire, were levelled by Lord Comber* 
mere, P.G.M. for Cheshire; and at Sabden, near Whalley, in the same 
county, by Le Gendre N. Starkie, P.G.M. ; at Forres in Scotland, of a 
new Court house and Public Offices, by the D.P.G.M. Brother John Hoyes, 
Esq., late Speaker of the House of Assembly, Grensda ; of the Glasgow 
Kailway, and a Cotton Mill at Greenock, by the D.P.G.M., Brother Adam 
M. Leisji, Esq., Provost of Greenock. 

At the close of this chapter it is our pleasing duty to record the names 
of those Brethren whom the Craft have delighted to honour by testimonials 
expressive of their esteem. In March, a Past Master’s Jewel was pre- 
sented to Pro. W. Loyd Thomas, Salisbury, Waltham Cross ; and a Silver 
Cup to Bro. C. Gibson, Pomfret Lodge, Northampton. In May, a silver 
Etruscan Vase to Bro. Barnett Isaacs, Friendly Lodge, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica; and in September, a Silver Cup and Salver to Bro. Wm. Ste- 
phenson, St, George’s Lodge Grenada. 


CHAP. VL 

History of Freemasonry in the Tear 1839. 

The best evidence that can be adduced of the interest which Freeing* 
sonry is assuming amongst all ranks and descriptions of men, is found in 
the gratifying fact, that the nobility and gentry are not only leaders of the 
Grand and Provincial Grand Lodges; but in every Province are devoting 
their time, and talents, and influence, to the extension of the Craft, by a 
regular attendance on tho stated meetings of Private Lodges, and a free 
participation in their offices. And these constitute the best preparation for 
the highest honours Masonry can bestow. The Right Hon. Lord South- 
ampton Alls the Senior Warden’s chair in the Lodge of Fidelity, Towces- 
ter ; the Earl of Aboyne holds the same situation in the Lodge of St. 
Peter, in the City of Peterborough, and is W. M. of the Aboyne Lodge, 
in Scotland ; the Bight Hon. Lord Monson is W. M. of the Surrey Lodge, 
Reigate ; Sir Edw. Brackenbury fills the same office in the Shakespeare 
Lodge, at Spilsby ; and Sir Cuthbert Sharpe, Bart, in the Palatine Lodge, 
Sunderland ; Sir Edward Ffrench Bromehead, Bart, is 8enior Warden of 
the Witham Lodge, in the City of Lincoln, of which Colonel Sibthorpe is 
a Past Master, having actually occupied the chair of the Lodge ; the Hon. 
G. Fits wait Butler is the Senior Deacon of St. Patrick’s Lodge, Dublin. 
In the Lodge of St. Brandon, W. Justin O’Driscol, Esq. is W. M. ; and 
Captain Corrigan and Dr. Waters are the Wardens.* 

• The Duke of Wellington when Colonel in the 33rd Regiment of Foot, was ini- 
38 
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These are among the triumphs of Freemasonry. They confer dignity 
on the Craft, and refleot honour on the noble individuals who thus conde- 
scend to assume the Masonic apron, and assist their more humble Brethren 
in promoting the interests of virtue and science. At a Masonic Festival 
held at Clones, Bro. Ten i son, Barrister- afc-law, an active and intelligent 
Mason, made an announcement, which shews that in Ireland, as in our 
own country, the science is openly patronized and practised by wealthy and 
educated men. He observed that, 


“ The higher orders and well-informed classes were coming forward to 
seek the honours of Masonry; why? Because they were convinced that 
it did not contain anything derogatory to the dignity of a gentleman, un- 
worthy the acceptation of a free citizen ; contrary to the conscientious 
scruples of a believing Christian, or opposed to that allegiance which was 
due to our Sovereign Lady the Queen. But, on the other hand, that its 
ordinances and discipline had been productive of the happy effects of ce- 
menting in personal friendship, people of different creeds and countries, and 
uniting in the sacred sympathies of social life, those who, in their dis- 
tracted land, would otherwise be divided through the discordant materials 
of politics or party. Yes, Sir/ 1 continued the eloquent Bro., “ persons of 
property and intelligence are now pressing forward to assist in the resusci- 
tation of Provincial Lodges, encouraged by the hope of doing good, re- 
gardless of the supineness of mere nominal Masons, and despising the hos- 
tility of those, who, unbound by 

Honour's sacred tie, the law of kings ; 

The noble mind's distinguishing perfection ; 

That aids and strengthens virtue where it meets her, 

And imitates her actions where she is not 

would crumble in the dust a fabric built for the shelter of infant destitu- 
tion and aged decay ; and which presents a common centre, where all can 
associate without being disturbed by the difference of opinion." 

This representation is exceedinglg gratifying, because it illustrates the 


tiated into Freemasonry in Lodge 494, which was at that time held in the Castle of 
Dangan, County Meath ; the late Earl of Mornington, his Grace’s father, being W. 
M. at the time. He was duly passed, after the usual examination ; and in the phrase- 
ology of the Lodge, entered at the southern gate, and afterwards raised. The follow- 
ing Brethren, being members, were present : many of them, in the words of the Irish 
bard, “ have been famous in story.” 


Bro. Sir James Somerville, Bart. 

Sir Benj. Chapman, Bart. 

Ham. Georges, M. P. 

— — Delvin, late Earl of Westmeath 

Robt Uniacke, M. P. 

Richd. Boyle, M. P. 

— ■ John Pomeroy 
——William Foster 


Bro George Lowther, M. P. 

Earl Mornington 

—Marquess Wellesley 
— F. North, Earl of Guildford 

Robr. Perceval 

Robt Waller 

Richd. Leslie 

Arthur Wellesley. 
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general principle that Freemasonry is rapidly advancing into that kind of 
notice and publicity, which, while it is thus placed on a level with the 
highest and best esteemed institutions that are devoted to science, will raise 
it above them all by its union with charity and practical benevolence. A 
great increase took place about this time, in the Provincial Lodges, amongst 
the Clergy ; who appear to have been impressed with a favourable opinion 
of the Order, by the fact, that numerous other admissions were effected by 
the recommendation of their example. It is not one of the least honoura- 
ble circumstances, in onr view of th# Freemasonry of these times, that in 
every Province many Brethren in holy orders, are actively employed in 
purifying its details and disseminating its principles upon a sound religious 
basis ; and the efficacy of their co-operation has become visible, in the 
moral ascendency which the science acquires and maintains, wherever their 
influence is exerted in its behalf. 

Amongst the Clerical Brethren may be enumerated the following digni- 
taries : the Archbishop of Canterbury ; the Bishop of Kildare and Elphin ; 
the Archdeacon of Down ; the Rev. 8ir Wm. Dunbar, Bart. 5 the Rev. 
Doctors Chalmers, Baird, Carwithen, Brown, Ritchie, Flynn, Burrow, 
senior, Wall, Humphrey, Oliver, and many others ; not to mention the 
venerated names of Doctors Hemming, Barry, Cogblan, and other worthies 
deceased, which will be long remembered with honour. It is indeed im- 
possible to enumerate all the Clergy who do honour to the Craft, and are 
at this time improving it by their effective patronage. They abound in 
every Province of the United Kingdom ; and stand forth nobly in this 
holy oanse. 8hould a reason be demanded for this, it is supplied in the 
nature of the institution, which is founded on the knowledge and acknow- 
ledgment of * a Cod ; and the superstructure is a beautiful combination of 
morality, science, and universal benevolence. The true philosophy of Ma- 
sonry is embodied in its lectures ; which are a mine of gold and precious 
atones; and the industrious and learned Mason who takes the trouble to search 
for them, will find himself enriohod with the stores of knowledge there de- 
posited ; for 1 Masonry is a system of morality, whieh, though veiled iu 
allegory, is illustrated by symbols, which he may readily understand. The 
great excellence of our allegorical system consists in the happy distribu- 
tion of history, scienoe, morals, and metaphysics, in the lectures of the- 
three degrees. The plan, is so judicious that it is always attended with 
complete success. The candidate is first taught the elementary principles* 
of the science in a few qualification questions, which prepare the mind for* 
the communication of that perfect system of morality which is contained 
in the first lecture. He is then passed on to the second degree, where he 
is furnished with a view of science, together with certain traditions, which 
are the necessary preliminaries to a full revelation of our history and an- 
tiquities, doctrines and legends, rites and usages, developed in the several 
sections of the third lecture. 
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Thus it appears that the science of Freemasonry teaches its candidates, 
after they have professed their belief in the being of a God, and their re- 
liance on him for protection in times of difficulty and danger — to be good 
men and true — to rule and govern their passions, and to keep a tongue of 
good report ; it teaches them the theological and cardinal virtues ; it ex- 
horts them to practise the principle point of the Order, and to circumscribe 
their actions by the point within a circle ; — it draws their attention to se- 
crecy, fidelity, and obedience, and endeavours to imprint upon their minds 
the sacred dictates of virtue, honour and meroy. These are accounted pre- 
paratory steps, and of indispensable attainment before the newly-initiated 
Brethren are entrusted with the mysteries of scientific knowledge. Thus 
trained to the practice of virtue in the school of morality ; they are intro- 
duced into the walks of science ; for it is necessary to become expert fel- 
low crafts, before the true mysteries — the antiquities, the historical legends, 
and landmarks of the order, are finally communicated to them. These are 
the reasons why our learned Brethren in holy orders, are bo frequently 
found amongst the Patrons and supporters of Freemasonry. They are 
triumphant and unanswerable, because they prove that Freemasonry has a 
tendency to improve the morals of mankind ; and that hence its practice 
will materially assist the clerical Brother in the discharge of his profes- 
sional duties.* 

In the Spring of 1839, the Pro-Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland, who 
had been an active and zealous officer, and had conferred essential benefits 
on the Craft, paid the debt of nature somewhat suddenly. In commem- 
oration of his services, the Grand Master ordered that the fraternity 
throughout England should be placed in mourning for six months. The 
mourning to be worn by Brethren individually was directed to be as fol- 
lows. 

Grand Officer*, Present and Past. Three rosettes of black crape on the 
badges; the collar suspending the jewel to be completely oovered with 
crape, but the jewel to be uncovered. 

Master*, Fast Master*, Wardens, and other Officer* of Lodge*. Three 
crape rosettes on the badge, and one at the point of the collar just above 
the jewel. 

All other MasUr Masons Three black crape rosettes on the badge. 

Fellow Crafts and entered Apprentices. Two black crape rosettes at 
the lower part of the badge. 

* In Belgium the same liberality of sentiment does not prevail ; and Freemasonry 
appears to have fallen into terrible disrepute. One particular proceeding of the dig- 
nitaries of the church rather astonishes us. M The Belgium pastors have proscribed 
ihe institution, and are so pregnant with spiritual horror, that they have desired the 
poor not even to receive alms from a Freemason. Such self-denial as this, and we 
may regard it as such, could scarcely have been expected.” (Sunday Times, Febro* 
ary 4, 1838. 
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The deceased nobleman was a true specimen of what “a good and 
worthy Mason’ 9 ought to be. He was benevolent and condescending, with- 
out the least taint of vanity or worldly pride ; and henee universally re- 
spected and beloved by the fraternity. His natural Sweetness of temper 
made an indelible impression on every heart ; and his amiable manners 
produced a quiet influence which he exercised for the general benefit of the 
Craft at large. He had been a Mason about forty years ; and was succeed- 
ed in his high office by the Earl of Dunham. 

A considerable sum of money having been subscribed towards the pro- 
posed Asylum for Aged and Decayed Freemasons, it was resolved by the 
general committee, that from and after the 31st of July in the present 
year, “ an amount equal at least to the interest on the sums invested, shall 
be applied out of the current collections of the year, by way of annuities, 
among destitute and deserving Brethren in London and the Provinces.” 

“ That the annuities he Ten Pounds each ; and that six only of such an- 
nuities be granted for the first twelve months. 

“ That if a sufficient number of candidates, so located, apply for the 
benefits of this Institution, at the first Election, the six annuities already 
determined shall be thus allotted : — three in the provinces, and three in 
the metropolis. 

“ That every Donor or Subscriber of one guinea be entitled to one vote 
during a year, and so on in proportion for every additional guinea. 

“ That an annual Governor (or regular Subscriber of two guineas per 
annum) be entitled to three votes. 

“ That every life Subscriber (or Donor of ten guineas) be entitled to 
two votes. 

u That every Life Governor (or Donor of twenty guineas) be entitled to 
four votes, and two votes for every additional ten guineas. 

u That every Governor, Subscriber, or Donor may vote by proxy ; such 
proxy being a subscriber ; aud that for every single vote the Subscriber 
may be entitled to, he shall have as many votes as there are vacancies, 
which may be given to one candidate, or distributed at pleasure. 

“ That all proxy papers be numbered, signed by the Secretary, and for- 
warded by post ; and that no second proxy paper be issued without the con- 
currence of the Chairman on the day of eleotion. 

“ That subscriptions declared and paid on the day of eleotion, shall en- 
title the parties to vote. 

“ That no subscriber in arrear shall be entitled to vote at any election, 
until such arrear be paid. 

“ That in cases of equality of votes at any general meeting, the Chair- 
man shall be entitled to a second or casting vote.” 

Thus the Institution was brought into actual operation ; although its 
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establishment did not enjoy the approval of a section of the Craft in Lon- 
don ; while the Provincial Lodges, as well in the sister countries and the 
colonies as in England, who saw nothing in the measures bnt its benefits, 
recorded their approbation in great numbers. At the Festival in April, 
His Royal Highness delivered some sentiments, in reference probably to 
the difference of opinion on this great question, which are as princely as 
they are Masonic, and do honour equally to the head and the heart. He 
observed that — 

“ The confidence reciprocated between the Brethren and himself, under 
circumstances of the most varying character, might be fairly considered 
as reflecting mutual credit, and being indicative of mutual affection. If he 
had experienced any difficulty in the performance of his duty, or if his 
intentions and motives had op any oocasion been misconstrued or misun- 
derstood, he could assure those who heard him, that he had always had 
the best interests of the .Order at heart, and had entertained no ofther wish 
than their advancement. Man, like the different countries he inhabited, 
varied in some respects from bis fellow men. Men of perfect similarity 
of idea were never found. No two places in the world were entirely alike, 
nor oould the viewB of any two persons on the same subject be expected to 
be in perfect accordance. It was not just, therefore, that fault should be 
attributed on either side, because of a trifling difference of opinion, when 
there existed an identity of purpose, and that identity of purpose tended to 
the performance of something beneficial to society. One man might be 
exceedingly bland, another might be exceedingly blunt, yet both might be 
equally honest; by his Intention each should be tried, and not by the 
contrast that might exist in manner or conversation. And satisfied that 
the intention was correct, no difference of opinion should be permitted to 
militate against the harmony of feeling by which Freemasons should ever 
be bound together." 

These sentiments are worthy of being recorded, because they are the 
language of an open and unsuspecting nature; and show, without any dis- 
guise, the pure system of benevolence and good will which Freemasonry 
recommends and enforces upon the prince as well as the commoner, ba» 
cause he is equally a man. 

The pecuniary affairs of the Asylum thus flourishing, and the provinces 
thus pouring in the streams of their bounty into its funds, unalloyed pros- 
perity might be expected to follow. Unfortunately this was not the case ; 
and however irksome the task, the historian is bound to record circum- 
stances with truth and fidelity, which occur within the compass of his 
undertaking, however they may be at variance with his own feelings and 
opinions. The opposition gathered strength, and assumed a fbrm of determin- 
ed hostility. Placards of a violent character were privately circulated 
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amongst the Brethren, which were repelled in language equally strong, and 
a breach between the two parties appeared inevitable. Moderate men in 
both were grieved at the unfavourable prospect, because the great princi- 
ple of Freemasonry, Brotherly Love, could not fail to suffer in the con- 
test 

At this period of the dispute, if some influential Masons on the spot, 
had formed themselves into a Lodge of Mediation, the differences might 
have been compromised without any sacrifice of principle, by a trifling ad- 
justment of the details; and the Craft have been spared the melancholy 
exhibition which sprang out of these unhappy divisions. There can be 
no doubt but the abstract design of the Asylum, attached to our benevo- 
lent institution, as a permanent retreat for age and decrepitude amongst 
those worthy brethren who have enjoyed the sweets of life, and have be- 
come the victims of unmerited calamity — enjoyed the approbation and con- 
fidence of the whole Craft. It was a noble and philanthropic idea ; and 
should not be allowed to sustain defeat by any difference of opinion re- 
specting its mode of operation. The duty of the historian, however, is, 
not tp speculate on probabilities, but to record facts. A communication 
was made from His Royal Highness the Grand Master, bearing date Au- 
gust 26th, 1839, which will explain the causes of the hostility which was 
arrayed against the Institution. 

Augustus F., Grand Master. 

“ Gentlemen and Brothers, 

“ Having received from Brother Crucefix, a note communicating to me 
various resolutions which had been passed at different meetings, by several 
Brethren who have at heart the establishment of some Institution calcu- 
lated to relieve decayed and aged Masons, I feel it incumbent upon me to 
repeat the statement which I first made upon that subject, at the Grand 
Festival in the present year. On that occasion I stated, that as to an Asy- 
lum or a building, I could not, and never would lend either the sanction 
of my name, or any pecuniary assistance, inasmuch as I was convinced that 
it would be a useless expenditure — a waste of money, without the slightest 
chance of any profitable or beneficial result therefrom ; but that if 6uch 
project were given up, and then the Brethren were disposed to form a plan 
for granting annuities, which were to be taken solely from the interest of 
monies collected, and not break in upon the capital, that to such a proposi- 
tion I would listen. 

“ Since that time, a proposition was made to me to receive a deputation 
on the subject, which I left unanswered, in consequence of seeing a circu- 
lar which the Committee had in the interim circulated, and which had mis- 
represented the statement I have here made, without any communication 
to me. 
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“ In the paper now communicated to me, it is stated, " the sum of £2,- 
000. shall be the nucleus of a fund, for the erection of an Asylum.’ 1 

“ This, I have no hesitation in saying, is completely at variance with 
my statement. 

“ From the whole tenor of the paper, it is clear, the same disposition 
and inclination on the part of some individuals, as to the erection of an 
Asylum, still remains. Now without imputing motives to any one, there 
can be no doubt the Craft will be misled, in supposing that I have given 
a silent consent to such a plan, which I am equally determined as before 
to resist ; therefore, unless it is clearly understood that the intention of 
erecting an Asylum is totally abandoned, 1 feel myself under the necessity ‘ 
of declining any communication upon the subject 

“ I hope this will be deemed a fair answer to the application made to 
me ; and as such, I wish it to be communicated to those Brethren who 
framed the Resolutions upon which the request of an interview with me 
has been grounded, and which' I consequently decline ; but to shew that 
this determination has been taken in conformity with those opinions which 
have actuated the whole of my conduct in this transaction, I will further 
add, that until next April, if it please God to spare my life, I will take no 
further step ; but should the Brethren at that time have made no advance 
in the matter, I shall think myself at liberty to state my own plan, when 
I have no doubt the Brethren will see which is the most feasible, and when 
I shall call upon the Fraternity for that assistance which I have never 
found them unwilling to afford, when useful objects are proposed for their 
consideration. 

“Southwick PArk, Fareham, Aug. 26, 1839.” 

u To Brothers — It. T. Crucefix, J. C. Bell, 

J. C. McMullen, and &. Watkins.” 

Thus it appears that His Royal Highness, with his usual benevolence of 
character, was favourable to the principle of granting annuities to poor 
and deserving Brethren, but declined to extend the influence of his sanc- 
tion to a building for the residence of the annuitants; because he con- 
sidered it an useless expenditure of capital. And it must be confessed 
that the same feeling was entertained by some of the warmest friends to 
the new Charity. At the Committee of Masters, the following notice of 
motion was put ou record 

“To alter the existing mode of distributing the Fund of Masonio Bene- 
volence ; and to propose, instead thereof, a resolution affirming — “ That it 
is jnst and expedient that three-fourths of the available funds of the Grand 
Lodge be distributed, on the Annuity principle, to poor and deserving Ma- 
sons and their widows ; and the remainder applied to such individual cases 
of emergency as may require particular relief. 

41 If the Grand Lodge should affirm the foregoing resolution, the 1 L W 5 
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G. Master will be respeotfullj solicited to point ont the best mode of car* 
rjing into effect the practical operation of the principle adopted.” 

The question to be considered now was, how the two opinions were to be 
x reconciled. The building appears to have constituted the only stumbling 
block in the way of mutual accommodation. The sum of £2000 had been 
subscribed chiefly for the purpose of an edifice; and the Asylum Commit* 
tee had to consider how they could, in good faith, apply this money to any 
other purpose. It was a dilemma full of difficulty. The Committee ap- 
peared desirous of meeting and silencing all objections by any measures 
short of a renunciation of the principle ; and therefore came to a resolu- 
tion that, under the circumstances, it would be expedient to postpone the 
erection of an Asylum, until the sum of £7000, clear of the sum of £2000, 
shall have been raised ; and in the intermediate time, the interest of all 
the funded property shall be applied to the purpose of annuities. 

This concession, which approaches very nearly to an abandonment of 
the principle, it was hoped would lead to a mutual compromise. But un- 
fortunately, this desirable object was defeated by the exercise of private 
jealousy, which brought on a great public disaster. At a special meeting 
of the Governors holden on the 13th November, an anonymous printed 
paper, of violent character, was circulated amongst the Members present, 
by Bro. W. Jackson, of the Caveac Lodge, No. 205, which gave rise to a 
severe altercation ; in the course of which, certain expressions were im- 
puted to Brother Alderman Wood and Brother J. Lee Stevens, which were 
supposed to reflect on the conduct of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, in his character of G. M* of Masons ; and these, being formally 
repeated to the Board of General Purposes, the two offending Brethren, 
with Dr. Crucefix, the Chairman of the Meeting, were arraigned, and after 
a full examination into the charges, the three principal projectors and sup- 
porters of the proposed Asylum were suspended from all their Masonic 
functions. Bro. Alderman Thomas Wood and Dr. Crucefix for six months, 
and Bro. J. Lee Stevens for three months. Against this decision the par- 
ties put in notices of appeal to the Grand Lodge. 

About this time an alteration was made in the Masonic Boards, which it 
was conceived would tend to accelerate the despatch of business. By the 
direction of the Grand Lodge, the Board of General Purposes and Finance 
were united. The new board to consist of eleven members, nominated by 
the Grand Master, and fourteen by the Grand Lodge, of which latter num- 
ber seven may be Past Masters. 

Mnoh inoonvenience having arisen in Grand Lodge from the late attend- 
ance of the Officers, it was thought expedient to legislate on the subject. 
A motion was made and seoonded, that “ the hour stated in the summons, 
shall be the time to commence masonio business.” 

In the disousaion of this question, it was argued that late hours are sure 
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to be attended with great disadvantages. Either the business of the Lodge 
will be hurried over in a slovenly and indecent manner — or the hour of 
closing specified in the By-Laws ill be exceeded — both of which it is 
desirable to avoid. If there be an initiation, the ceremony will either be 
imperfectly performed, and the candidate permitted to retire to his own 
home, and his own reflections, with very unworthy notions of the dignity 
and usefulness of the Craft ; — or, if the latter alternative be adopted, he 
will be detained beyond his usual hour of rest, and imbibe an opinion un- 
favourable to the morality of the Institution. In either case his first im- 
pressions will not be likely to produce in his mind such a love and venera- 
tion for Masonry as will prompt him to pursue its investigations with free- 
dom, fervency, and zeal, by which alone pleasure and profit can mutually 
result 

These evils, it was urged, would be avoided, were the Masters and War- 
dens to be firm and determined on this point ; and always, under whatever 
circumstances, to open their Lodges, and commence their Masonic busi- 
ness, at the exact hour mentioned in the summons ; assured that if they 
persevere in the punctual performance of this duty, they will excite regu- 
larity in the Brethren, and the consequence will be, that their families, and 
the world at large, will laud an Institution which produces such fruits of 
regularity and sound discipline ; — their lodges will increase in numbers and 
reputatioh, and through their instrumentality Freemasonry will secure a 
triumphant ascendency, and excite general admiration and respect. Such 
being the feeling of the Members present, the motion was carried by a ma- 
jority of one; but unfortunately at the subsequent Grand Lodge the con- 
firmation was rejected by a majority of three. The doctrine of the neces- 
sity of early hours however was established; and the P. G. Master’s 
thought it of sufficient importance to notice in their charges to the brethren ; 
and in some Provinces, the Lodges, having had their attention called to 
the subject from authority, saw ait once the benefit of the measure, and in- 
troduced it into practice. 

The following circular was forwarded to the several Town Lodges in Sep- 
tember 1839; and it contains a judicous regulation, which we are sur- 
prised did not occur at a much earlier period. It will, for the future, pre- 
vent the confusion which has sometimes occurred by the accidental admis- 
sion of unqualified persons into the Grand Lodge, whose right of entree 
has been questioned by one party and defended by another, to the delay 
and frequent postponement of business much more important. 

u W. Master, — I am commanded by the M. W. Grand Master, to re- 
quire that you will, on or before Tuesday the 26th day of November next, 
make out and forward to me, according to the annexed form, a return of 
the names of the Masters and Wardens, and also of all other subscribing 
Members of your Lodge, who are of the rank of Past Master, and who, as 
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such, claims a right to sit and vote in the Grand Lodge, specifying, against 
each Past Master’s name, whether the Brother served the office of Master 
in your Lodge, or in some other ; and if in another, the name and number 
of the Lodge, and the year in whioh he filled the chair. 

« By command of the M. W. Grand Master 
“ W. H. White, G. 8. 

“ Freemason's Hall, Sept. 20, 1839." 

A return of Subscribing Members to the No. being the Mas- 
ter, Wardens, and Past Masters, who claim a right to sit and vote in the 
United Grand Lodge, made out pursuant to the Order of the M. W. Grand 
Master. 


Names of Brethren 
claiming to sit in 
che Grand Lodge. 

Rank. 

, 

Name & number 
of the Lodges in 
which they served as 
Master. 

Date when in 
the Chair. 


W. M. 
3. W. 
•J. W. 
P. M 
P. M. 
P. M. 
P. M 


i 


“ I hereby certify that the above is a correct return. 

(Signed) W. M " 


If this requisition be strictly enforced, and the rule extended to the 
Provinces, the introduction of improper persons will be attended with so 
much difficulty, that few attempts will be made to encroach on this high 
privilege; because detection and disgrace are almost certain to follow. 

An act of Parliament passed in this session for preventing the adminis- 
tering and taking of unlawful oaths in Ireland ; and a special clause was 
iuserted to exempt Freemasons from the penalties of the Act ; provided— 

“ That this exemption shall not extend to any such Society or Lodge, 
unless two of the members composing the same shall certify upon oath, 
which oath any Justice of the Peace, or other Magistrate, is hereby em- 
powered to administer, that such Society or Lodge has, before the passing 
of this Act, been usually held ; or if so formed after the passing of this 
Act, has been so formed, under the denomination of a Lodge of Freeman 
sons, or Society of Friendly Brothers of the said Order, and in conformity 
to the rules prevailing among the Societies or Lodges of Freemasons, or of 
such Societies of such Friendly Brothers in this kingdom ; whioh certifi- 
cate, duly attested by the Magistrates before whom the same shall be 
Sworn, and subscribed by the persons so certifying, shall, within the spaoe 
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of two calendar months after this passing of the Act, or within the space 
of two calendar months after such formation of such Society or Lodge aa 
aforesaid, be deposited with the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Hiding, 
Division, Shire, or Place, where such Society or Lodge hath been usually 
held, or shall be so formed; provided also, that this exemption shall not 
extend to any such Society or Lodge, unless the name or denomination 
thereof, and the usual place or places, and the time or titnes of its meet- 
ings, and the names and descriptions of all and every the members there- 
of, be registered with such Clerk of the Peace as aforesaid, within such two 
months, and also on or before the 25th day of March in every succeeding 
year, while this Act shall continue in force.” 

In October a centenary festival was celebrated by the Brethren of the 
Grenadier’s Lodge, No. 79. Nothing can be more gratifying, we should 
conceive, to the Members of a Lodge, than a solemnity of this peculiar 
character. In the present instance, “ one unusual feature was displayed, 
in the zealous and untiring exertions of a family of Masons, who for up- 
wards of fifty years, have either been Treasurer or Secretary of this, their 
mother Lodge. Those important offices are now united, in the person of 
their estimable member Brother Neate, P. M.” Several speeches were 
delivered, and the meeting passed off with harmony and general satisfac- 
tion. 

A ceremony of a very imposing nature took place at Sunderland, while 
His Royal Highness the Grand Master was on a visit to the Earl of Dur- 
ham ; and it will be necessary to deviate in this instance from our accus- 
tomed practice, for the purpose of giving a brief description of the obser- 
vances which were used in depositing the foundation stone of the Athen- 
aeum in that flourishing town, under the Grand Master's personal superin- 
tendence. His Royal Highness had consented to perform the ceremony; 
and in the expectation of so great an honour, the inhabitants devoted the 
12th of November to the sole purposes of enjoyment. The cares of busi- 
ness were thrown aside ; the shops were closed — banners streamed from 
the upper windows of the principal dwellings ; and the vessels in the har- 
bour were decked out in their gayest flags, streamers, and garlands of every 
colour. As it was understood that the ceremonies were to be conducted 
jnasonically by the first Freemason in the world, the public interest be- 
came unbounded. Strangers flocked in from all quarters, till the streets 
were blocked up with a dense mass of people, and the houses were throng- 
ed ut the windows, balconies, and roofs, till the streets through which the 
royal cortege was expected to pass presented an animated picture of life 
and motion. In the midst of this excitement the expected Visitor arrived. 

About mid-day bis Royal Highness and his suite were received at the 
gate by a guard of honour, composed of the 98th regiment of foot ; and 
aa he alighted from his carriage, the band struck up the national Anthem 
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and the people ottered the most enthusiastic cheers. Proceeding to the 
Exchange, an Address was presented by the Mayor and Corporation, to 
which His Royal Highness most graciously replied ; and then retired to 
the Phoenix Lodge-room, whence a splendid procession issued, in which His 
Royal Highness took his place as Grand Master of England. 

: At the site of the intended building a triumphal arch was erected, and 
a flight of steps covered with carpetting led down to the spot where the 
stone was to be deposited. 

When His Royal Highness had descended the steps which led to the 
foundation, and taken a position convenient for the part he was to perform 
in the ceremony, the stone, the two parts of which had been temporarily 
clamped together, was removed from its place, and as it remained suspend- 
ed in the air, the Grand Chaplain offered up a brief and suitable prayer. 
The builder then handed the cement to His Royal Highness, who spread 
and adjusted it with a silver trowel provided for the occasion ; this done, 
the stone was lowered to its place, the temporary clamps removed, and the 
upper portion again raised. The Gsand Secretary then read the inscription y 
which was as follows ■ • 

“ Hujus Edificii, Deo bene juvante, ingenuis studiis atque artibus dicati, 
“ et complurium oppidum Sunderland justa mare incolentium impensis 
“ estructi, hunc primum lapidem posuit Illustrissimus Princeps Augustus 
“ Fredericus, Dux Sussexi®, Prid, Id. Novembris, A. D. M.D.CCC.XXX1X.” 

This finished, the Grand Treasurer presented to the Grand Master the 
phial containing the medals and coins ;* and these having been deposited 
by His Royal Highness in the hollow formed in the stone ; the cavity was 
covered over with the brass plate upon which the inscription was engr&ren. 
The upper portion of the stone was then covered, the band playing the 
national Anthem. His Royal Highness then proceeded to prove the just 
position and form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, which 
were successively handed to him by the Junior and Senior Grand War- 
dens, and the Deputy Grand Master. Being satisfied in these respects, His 
Royal Highness gave the stone three knocks with the mallet, which was 
handed to him by the Pro Grand Master. He then said, “ May the Great 
Architect of the Universe grant a blessing on this foundation-stone which 

* *< How much value and useful information of the actual existing state of artl 
and knowledge,” says a modern writer, “at any period, might be transmitted to pos- 
terity in a distinct, tangible, and imperishable form, if, instead of the absurd and use- 
less deposition of a few coins and medals under the foundations of buildings, speci- 
mens of ingenious implements, or condensed statements of scientific truths, or pro- 
cesses in arts and manufactures, were substituted ! Will books infallably preserve to 
a remote posterity all that we may desire posterity would wish to know ? And may 
not a useless ceremony be thus transformed into an act of enrolement in a perpetual 
archive of what wt moat prize, and acknowledge to be most valuable.” 
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we have now laid, and by His Providence enable ns to finish every other 
work which may be undertaken for the benefit and advantage of this city.” 
The cornucopia, containing the corn, and the two ewers with the wine and 
oil, were then handed to His Royal Highness, who scattered the corn and 
poured the wine and oil upon the stone, with the accustomed ceremonies. 
He then again said, u May the all-bounteous Author of nature grant an 
abundance of corn, wine, and oil, with all other necessaries, conveniences, 
and comforts, to this city : and may the same Providence preside over and 
preserve it from ruin and decay to the latest posterity/ 1 

The Architect then exhibited the plan of the building to His Royal 
Highness, who, after an attentive examination of it, thus addressed him : — 

• 

i{ Mr. Architect, — The foundation stone of the Athenseum, planned in 
much wisdom by you, being now laid, and these implements having been 
applied to it by me, and approved of, I return them to you, iu full confi- 
dence that, as a skilful and faithful workman, you will use them iu Buch 
a manner that the building may rise in order, harmony, and beauty ; and, 
being perfected in strength, will answer every purpose for which it is in- 
tended, to your credit, and to the honour of those who have selected you.' 1 

Before His Royal Highness retired, the Mayor (Dr. Brown,) as Chair- 
man of the Building Committee, came forward, and presented him with 
the following Address : — 

“ May it please your Royal Highness, — We, the Committee and Sub- 
scribers to the Athenaeum, approach your Royal Highness with feelings of 
deep gratitude, for the kindness and condescension displayed in the ready 
acquiescence in our request, that the foundation of the first considerable 
tribute paid by the town of Sunderland to Literature and Science, should 
be laid by your Royal Highness. We were encouraged to make the request 
by the consideration that your Royal Highness's attachment to Science and 
Literature, and individual success in their cultivation, has ever led you to 
be the munificent and enlightened Patron of every Institution in the Is- 
land, within your knowledge, calculated to promote their progress and dif- 
fusion ; and we hoped that our projected establishment would form no ex- 
ception to this rule, but would be ushered into the world under the auspices 
of your august name. In this we hope we have not been disappointed.— 
As a true descendant of that illustrious and patriotic house which is hal- 
lowed in the thoughts and feelings of every Englishman, because associated 
with all that is most sacred with his liberties, and most valuable in his 
civilization, your Royal Highness has in this instance, as in many others, 
ihewn that the prosperity of your native land is the cherished object of 
four heart. Commerce and the useful Arts are unquestionably the basis 
if our national prosperity ; but your Royal Highness has manifested a 
familiar acquaintance with the fact, that the oontinuance of this prosperity 
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'toast, in the present state of society, depend upon oar progress ia the 
iiigher departments of Science ; that, without their aid, England will no 
longer be in the van of the productive industry of the world, but must be 
content to follow in the wake of her rivals. We conclude by praying that 
yoar Royal Highness may enjoy all the peace and happiness which this 
world can afford, for the remainder of your days, and, at their olose, derive 
solace from the reflection of a life spent, as that of your Royal Highness 
ha* been, in promoting the instruction and happiness of your fellow crea- 
tures.” 

The Address having been read and presented in the usual manner, His 
Royal Highness replied as follows — 

“ Gentlemen of the Committee, and Subscribers to the Athenseum, — It 
is with pleasure I find myself occupied with you this day, in laying the 
foundation stone of a building dedicated to Literature and Science, being 
well assured that the cultivation of these will materially contribute to the 
advancement of arts, manufactures, and commerce. While ever anxious 
to assist the industrious classes in obtaining useful information, it has been 
equally my constant and earnest desire to impress upon those who tread in 
the higher walks of life, the absolute necessity for a similar exertion on 
their part, in order to keep pace with the general improvement, and thus 
securp to themselves their proper station in society. Unwise, indeed, must 
be the man who, in these days, flatters himself that truth can be concealed 
for any length of time ; such an attempt would not only fail, but the con- 
sequence would be fatal, since it would tend to the disorganization of every 
well regulated community ; while the diffusion of knowledge produces the 
most beneficicl results, as by it the industrious classes are led to value the 
proficiency of theft superiors in science, and esteem them for such improve- 
ment. With these sentiments, Gentlemen, you will readily believe me 
when I assure you that I acceded, with great pleasure, to your request of 
laying the foundation stone of this Institution, and fervently pray that the 
work we have so prosperously begun, may be as successfully completed, 
and that the loyal city of Sunderland may ever be hailed as affording en- 
couragement and protection to science.” 

The Members of the Committee were then severally presented to His 
Royal Highness, who again congratulated them upon this undertaking, ex- 
pressing his conviction that such institutions afforded the best means of 
keeping society together. 

The whole of this part of the day’s business having been thus complet- 
ed, His Royal Highness, addressed the assemblage which was about to pre- 
pare for the return of the procession, said — “ There is one duty I have 
still to perform. Upon such occasions as these we should nover lose sight 
Of the illustrious Lady who presides over this country. We have placed 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



608 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


her effigy beneath this stone. I hope her memory will be borne down to, 
posterity with the value it deserves. I propose, therefore, that we should 
say “ God bless the Queen !” with three times three/’ 

The proposition was received with the utmost enthusiasm, and responded 
to with cheers that awakened many distant echoes. After this expression 
of loyalty, the procession returned to the Phoenix Lodge in the same or- 
der as it set out. 

Several other foundations were laid during this year with Masonio hon- 
ours, which it will be sufficient to enumerate. That of a monument at 
Elgin, in memory of the Duke of Gordon, by Bro. James Petrie, Esq.; of 
a Viaduct in the London and Brighton Railway, by Bro. Folk land ; of St. 
John’s Church at Edinburgh, and of the Mariner’s Church at Leith, by 
Bro. the Right Hon. Sir James Forrest, G. M.; of Rooester Bridge, by 
Bro. the Earl of Shrewsbury ; of a Wet Dock at Montrose, by Bro. Pat- 
rick Ackley, Esq., D.G.M.; and of Saint Thomas’s Church, Lancaster, by 
Bro. E. D. Salisbury, Esq. 

The number of testimonials to merit increase, as we advance nearer to 
onr own times. In January a Jewel was presented to Bro. G. Warriner, 
Hon. Sec. to the Ball, for masonic charities; in April, a masonic Jewel to 
Bro. Moses, Lodge of Peace and Harmony, Dover ; in May, a Silver Sal- 
ver and a Jewel to Bro. the Rev. Charles Woodward, British Lodge, Lon- 
don ; and a Jewel to Bro. the Rev. W. Carwithen, Lodge of Union, Chud- 
leigb ; in August, a Silver Salver to Bro. D. M. Folkard, Royal Clarence 
Lodge, Brighton ; and a Silver Salver to Bro. T. J. Tenison, Esq. Harris- 
ter-afc law, Lodge 210, Ireland ; in Se ptember, a Silver Snuff-box to Bro. 
James Entwisle, Bolton-le-Moors; in October, a Service of Plate to Bro. 
C. J. K. Tynte, M. P., P. G. M. for Monmouth ; in November, a Silver 
Salver to Bro. the Rev. Dr. Oliver, D.P.G.M., Witham Lodge, Lincoln; 
and a Gold Watch to Bro. James Wilson, Nelson Lodge, Newry, Ireland ; 
and in December, a Past Master’s Jewel to Bro. Chrees, late W.M. of tho 
Lodge of Amity, No. 200. These testimonials form a decisive proof of the 
great cordiality which subsists between the Brethren and their authorised 
rulers, and display Freemasonry in a light which is calculated to excite 
general admiration. 


CHAP. VII. 

History of Freemasonry in the Year 1840. 

This year commenced with some judicious measures which were in* 
traded to give consistency to the Order by a general digest and improve! 
of its laws. It had long been seen that some revisal of tne Constitutions 
was accessary ; for, though originally drawn up with great wisdom and care. 
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eases were of constant oocurrehoe for whioh no provision appeared in that 
code ; and the Brethren were often placed in a dilemma, from which even 
the Grand Lodge did not possess the power to extricate or assist them. — 
One of these cases had just arisen, in the resignation of Bro. Key as a 
member of the Board of Management The Grand Lodge did not feel 
empowered to accept the tender, because the Laws of Masonry had not 
provided for such a contingency. The announcement of an intended re- 
vision of the Constitutions was received in the provinces with apathy, 
although it was admitted that some judicious alterations were necessary. 
The intended measure does not appear to have created much interest 
amongst the Country Brethren ; for the private Lodges generally made no 
communication to the Grand Lodge on the subject ; nor were any public 
meetings of the Craft convened to express an opinion, or to resolve on any 
steps for becoming parties to a declaration of either satisfaction or remon- 
strance. The announcement passed away unnoticed, and the alterations 
were ultimately agreed to without the concurrence or disapprobation of 
the Provincial authorities. 

At the Committee of Masters in February, the Report of the Commit- 
tee of Laws was read, declaring that they had carefully revised the altera- 
tions and additions that had from time to time been made, and recom- 
mended particularly the repeal of Article I, p. 18. And that after Article 
III, p. ly, there should be an Article introduced, to the effect that no 
Brother should claim to enter Grand Lodge until his name and appoint- 
ment should be returned to the Grand Secretary’s Office. The Committee 
recommended that the re-publioatiou of the Constitutions be delayed for 
the present 

Bro. Stevens then recorded the following notices of motion, as Amend- 
ments in the Book of Constitutions : — 

“ Under the head “ Grand Master,” instead of Article X. p. 30, to sub- 
stitute the following 

“ The Grand Master shall not be applied to on any business concerning 
Masons or Masonry, but through the Pro-Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master, or Grand Secretary ; or, if within a Provincial district, through a 
Provincial Grand Master, or his Deputy.” 

Under the head “ Provincial Grand Master,” to insert the following : — 

“ Any Provincial Grand Master who shall neglect to hold, or cause a 
Provincial Grand Lodge to be holden, in his district, for two eonsecutive 
years, shall be considered to have vacated his office,” Also : — 

“ No Provincial Grand Master shall be entitled to the rank of Past Pro- 
vincial Grand Master, unless he shall have held at least two Provincial 
Grand Meetings within his district during his tenure of office.” 

And under the head “ Grand Secretary,” instead of the words “ the 
39 
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Grand Secretary is to be appointed by the Grand Master, on the day of hi* 
installation,” in Article I, p. 37, to substitute the following * 

At the Quarterly communication, in Deoember, the Grand Lodge shall 
nominate not less than two, and not exceeding three, of its members, as 
Candidates for the office of Grand Secretary, one of whom to be selected 
by the Grand Master, and appointed by him on the day of his installation. 
But as long as the duties of the office can be performed by the present very 
Worshipful Grand Secretary, he may be, from time to time, appointed by 
the Grand Master, on the day of his installation, without such previous 
nomination.” 

Bro. Warrener, on the part of Bro. Henderson, gave notice of motion, 
that the recommendation of the Board of General Purposes, in relation to 
the repeal of Article I, page 18, and the new Article, to follow Article 
HI, page 19, do pass as law. 

A fancy dress ball is annually celebrated by the Lodge at Cork, for the 
benefit of the Masonic Female Orphan Asylum. In the present year it 
was conducted on a scale of superior splendour, and was attended by the 
nobility and gentry for many miles round; and the military and naval offi- 
cers assembled in great numbers. The opening of the ball was attended 
by a ceremony of great interest. The Master, Wardens, and Members of 
the First Lodge of Ireland, covered with their various medals, ornaments, 
and jewels, emblematic of the Ancient Craft, having on their collars, 
aprons, and decorations of the Royal Arch and Knights Templar, marched 
in procession to the top of the room, the Scot's Greys playing the favourite 
air, " The Freemasons' March.” On arriving at the end of the room the 
Master took the chair, and the Senior and Junior Wardens at either side. 
The Members of the Lodge then formed a circle, and the Master having 
saluted the company with all the honours, dancing immediately commenc- 
ed. The amusements were kept up with great spirit till five o'clock in 
the morning, when the company separated, highly delighted with their 
treat. The ball realized for the charity, after all expenses were paid, up- 
wards of two hundred pounds. 

The zeal and loyalty of the Craft were strongly excited and displayed in 
the summer of this year, by an attempt to assassinate the Queen and her 
royal Consort. The Ancient Charges declare that “ Masonry has ever 
flourished in times of peace, and been always injured by war, bloodshed, 
and confusion, so that kings and princes, in every age, have been much dis- 
posed to encourage the Craftsmen on account of their peaceableness and 
loyalty , whereby they practically answer the cavils of their adversaries, 
and promote the honour of the Fraternity.” And never was this precept 
more satisfactority exemplified than on the present occasion. Addresses 
of congratulation on the providential escape of these royal personages were 
transmitted from every part of the United Kingdom. All public bodies. 
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lb every department of life, promptly performed this pleasing doty ; nor 
were the Freemasons backward in shewing their loyalty and affection for 
£he Sovereign. An especial Grand Lodge was convened for this purpose 
On the 21st of June, His Royal Highness the Grand Master being on the 
Throne, when suitable Addresses to Her Majesty, and to His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Sussex, were unanimously adopted ; as well as resolu- 
tions of sympathy to His Royal Highness Prince Albert, and Her Royal 
Highness the Duchess of Kent. The Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ire- 
land pursued the same course ; which was also followed by many Provin- 
cial and Private Lodges. 

Much angry feeling prevailed amongst the Brethren about this time, on 
account of the suspension of Brothers Aid. Thomas Wood, Dr. Crucefix, 
apd J. Lee Stevens ; all of whom, by their activity and zeal, have rendered 
essential service to Masonry. The appeal of these brethren from the de- 
cision of the Board of General Purposes, was brought before the Grand 
Lodge at the June Quarterly Communication, His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex on the Throne. Bro. Aid. Wood’s case was first heard ; 
in the course df which he repeated the declaration which he had made be- 
fore the Board, viz. 

“ I assure the M. W. Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge, that I do 
not retain any recollection of having usod the expression imputed to me, 
or any others which can be considered disrespectful to the Grand Master. 
I have to express great regret, that anything I may have said should have 
heen so construed. I spoke at the Meeting under great excitement and 
irritation, occasioned by circumstances which unhappily occured on that 
day ; and it is possible that I might have used expressions, although I have 
no recollection of them, which may have been understood in a sense which 
vras not intended. If so, I very much regret it, because it was the farthest 
from my wish to speak discourteously of His Royal Highness, for whom 
personally I entertain the highest respect. With this statement I shall 
withdraw my appeal, and leave my case entirely in the hands of the Grand 
Lodge.” 

At the suggestion of His Royal Highness, it was then moved, seconded, 
and resolved unanimously : — 

“ That the W. Bro. Aid. Thos. Wood be immediately reinstated in all 
.his masonic functions and privileges.” 

Bro. J. Lee Stevens was then called on, who addressed the Grand Lodge 
at considerable length, for the purpose of. shewing why he found it impos- 
sible to avoid pressing his appeal ; and having cleared this point, he pro- 
ceeded to read copies of the protest which he had deposited with the Board 
of General Purposes ; and added, “ I will now, M.W. Grand Master, pro- 
ceed with the evidence taken before the Board.” The question was ' w 
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discussed whether that evidence could be repeated in Grand Lodge, and it 
occupied a considerable space of time to determine whether anoh a course 
was consistent with its usages and practice. It was ultimately decided in 
the negative ; on which Bro. Stevens declined proceeding with his appeals, 
and the sentence of the Board was confirmed. 

Bro. Crucefix being called, was met by the assurance that his appeal 
was informal, and consequently it could not be entertained by the Grand 
Lodge; and that therefore his suspension would, of necessity, be con- 
firmed. 

Much discussion arose amongst the Brethren in various parts of the 
country respecting these proceedings. The Grand Lodge, in its Circular, 
states the facts as follow : — 

“ Brothers Wood and Stevens lodged with the Grand Secretary, to be 
laid before the Grand Lodge, appeals against the decision of the Board, 
in which they respectively stated the ground of such appeals, in confor- 
mity with the laws of the Grand Lodge, pp. 101 and 102. Bro. Crucefix 
also lodged an appeal, in whioh, however, he did not set forth any ground 
on which he appealed. 

“ Bro. Cruoefix’s appeal was objected to, on the ground that it was not 
in conformity with requisites in the Book of Constitutions, p 102, a ques- 
tion not involving any legal principle, but standing solely on the ground 
of Masonic law, which expressly requires that the appeal must state the 
specific grievance conplained of. 

“ Bro. Crucefix admitted the omission of such specification, but address- 
ed the Grand Master, declaring that he had never used language deroga- 
tory to the M. W. Grand Master, (of which he was not accused, and on 
which his sentence was not founded,) and on his atte&pting to discuss the 
evidence, he was told that the decision in the preceding case precluded 
that course.” 

To this statement Dr. Crucefix replied : — 

“ I did not admit the omission of such specification, neither did I at- 
tempt to discuss the evidence. 

“ With regret to the first of these statements, I aver that all that is re- 
quired by the law, is to state the grievance of whioh I complain, and until 
I can be satisfied that the particular grievance and the ground of objec- 
tion are one and the same thing, I must believe that my appeal was re- 
gular. 

u The real point, however, is, whether I did state the grievance of which 
I complained ? I was charged with having taken the chair at a publio 
meeting, where it was alleged that certain words were used disrespectful 
to the Duke of Sussex, without calling the brethren who used them to or- 
der. I denied that such words were used, and it was proved they were 
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not ; and jet I was suspended from my masonic funotions and privileges 
for six months. Is this no grievance ? 

“ My grounds of appeal might be various; for instance, the Board might 
have no jurisdiction in the matter ; a majority might have come prepared 
to pass sentence without hearing evidence; a majority might, as they did, 
pass sentence contrary to the evidence ; the sentence might have been dig- 
proportioned to th#offenoe. These, and many more, might be reasons for 
objecting to the sentence ; but the real, the only grievance was, the sen- 
tence itself, which I had just received, and against which 1 appealed.” 

Dr. Crucefix subsequently published the proceedings of the Qrand Lodge 
in the Freemaxm* Quarterly Review , for which alleged offence he was 
again cited before a Board of General Purposes, to be holden at Freema- 
sons 9 Hall, on the 18th July, to answer the new charges which would 
then and there be preferred against him. This summons Dr. Crucefix re- 
fused to obey ; stating, that “ Having given up all membership in English 
Craft Masonry, I deny the power of the Board of General Purposes to call 
me to account in any way whatever; and 1 therefore decline, upon this 
ground, attending on that Board, as summoned by a letter from the Grand 
Secretary, under date of the 11th instant : and as peremptorily summoned, 
by a second letter, from the same party, under date of the 18 th inst.” 

Out of these proceedings, great diversity of opinion has unhappily arisen. 
All Masons agree in that fundamental principle of the Society, that the 
Grand Master must be supported ; not only because his talents, zeal, and 
long servitude, merit the gratitude and veneration of the Craft, but be- 
cause such support constitutes the hinge on which the prosperity of Free- 
masonry turns. But it is urged that the dignity of the Grand Master is 
best displayed in the unity of the brethren ; and a doubt exists whether 
the late prosecutions will have a tendency to cherish and promote that 
most desirable virtue. Great numbers of brethren, both in London and 
the Provinces, thought the measure harsh, and were of opinion that the 
punishment exceeded the offenoe ; while, on the other hand, it was argued 
by a party, no less numerous, that a regard for discipline made occasional 
instances of severity necessary, as an example to others who might be in- 
clined to question the supremacy of the Grand Lodge, and its power to 
punish offences committed within its jurisdiction. Some Brethren thought 
it 6trange that Dr. Crucefix, being in the chair when it was alleged that 
Bro. Aid. Wood used expressions of disparagement to the Grand Master, 
should be punished for omitting to call that brother to order, after Bro. 
Wood had been acquitted of using the words imputed to him ; while, on 
the other hand, it was answered, that if he was pronounced guiltless, Bro. 
Stevens was convicted, which circumstance was sufficient to justify the 
Grand' Lodge in its confirmation of the sentence which had been pronounc- 
ed by the Board of General Purposes on Bro. Crucefix. 
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In a word, the opinions on all the points connected with this most un- 
propitious affair, were conflicting and unsatisfactory. Three of the Lon- 
don Lodges passed a public vote of thanks and sympathy to Dr. Crucefix, 
and a general subscription is now in progress amongst the Fraternity at 
large, to present him with a permanent testimonial of their esteem. The 
suspension of the three Brethren by the Board occurred on the 10th March. 
On the 25th of the same month, Dr. Crucefix was re-elected Treasurer to the 
Asylum ; and on the 30th April, they were all elected on the House Com- 
mittee, by the Governors of the Female Charity, at one of the largest meet- 
ings on record, Bro. Bond Cabbell beiug in the chair; who also presided 
over the Board of General Purposes when they were suspended from their 
masonic privileges ; and at the ensuing ballot for Auditors, Dr. Crucefix 
appeared at the head of the list. At the Committee Meetings of May and 
June, the same Bro. was called to the chair. 

Happily, for the best interests of the Craft, a true masonic feeling finally 
manifested itself in all the parties to this unfortunate dispute. At an 
Especial Grand Lodge, holden at Freemasons 1 Hall, on the 30th of Octo- 
ber, Dr. Crucefix offered an apology for having written and published a 
letter, which was offensive to His Royal Highness the Grand Master, and 
also for having published the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of June last 
in the Freemasons f Quarterly Review , contrary to the ancient charges and 
constitutions of the Craft ; and stated, that “ as during his masonic career 
it had been his study to conduct himself as an useful and deserving, and 
also a true and approved brother, obedient to the Boards, and other Au- 
thorities of the Craft ; he could not but regret that he had been betrayed, 
by circumstances, into causiug the publication to be issued.” This apology 
being accepted, it was resolved, that the Grand Lodge should proceed no* 
further in the matter. 

The Fifth Anniversary of the Asylum was held at Freemasons' Tavern, 
in the Month of June, Bro. the Hon. Henry Fitzroy, M.P. being chairman 
on the occasion ; who, in the course of the evening, lamented the unfor- 
tunate opposition which the Institution had to encounter. In proposing 
the health of the Queen Dowager, the Hon. Chairman said : — 

“ The next toast he had to propose, was the name of an illnstrions lady, 
whose name never appeared in public except as associated with some act of 
benevolence, or work of charity. Whether that oharity was proved by 
affording means for providing additional instruction to the rising genera- 
tion, or whether by putting her hand in her pocket, to relieve the meanest 
subject in the land, it was the same — an appeal was never made to ber, 
but that appeal was sure to be answered in the most liberal and gracious 
manner. A few days since, at the request of some of his brethren, by 
whom he was now surrounded, he had taken the liberty, through Lord 
Howe, to lay before Her Majesty the Queen Dowager the claims of this 
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charity, and to ask for it Her Majesty’s countenance and protection, by the 
smallest donation, which, by its example, would be productive of the most 
beneficial results. He was induced to do this, not only from a knowledge 
of Her Majesty’s charitable disposition, but also from a knowledge of the 
fact that her late consort, King William the Fourth, was a brother of the 
Graft. He had, on these two grounds, felt that it was not unlikely that 
Her Majesty would listen to the request, and the result shewed that he 
* was not mistaken in his anticipation, for Lord Howe had forwarded to him* 
(the chairman) in Her M^esty’s name, the liberal donation of £20, ex* 
pressing also Her Majesty’s most gracious wishes for the welfare of the 
Institution. 

The Hon. Chairman’s advocacy of the Asylum was peculiarly happy. — 
He observed that, 

“ There was au impression existing in the minds of some of their bre- 
thren, although a very erroneous impression, that the advocacy of a new 
charity would tend to deprive the other charities of those revenues which 
have hitherto flowed into their aid ; but he (the chairman) did not believe 
that such would be the case. Lord Durham had himself said, in a me- 
morable speech of his, that the exercise of charity, and the practice pf be- 
nevolence, should be as wide and general among Masons, as the principle 
of admission was comprehensive. He knew that the heart of a Mason was 
ever open to the cry of distress, and that there was no Institution which 
should be once proved beneficial to his fellow man, that he would not go 
out of his way to support. But while all objects of Christian charity had 
claims upon his sympathies, there were some objects which more imme- 
diately called them into action ; and although youth and manhood had 
their sufferings, what could be a more distressing picture than destitute and 
indigent old age ? Let them picture to themselves a man, who, possessed 
of every virtue, after toiling up hill through a long, virtuous, righteous, 
and industrious life, and practising the sublime precepts of their Craft, « 
suddenly deprived of every comfort, and even necessity, in old age. Be- 
hold their destitute and indigent brother, with no brotherly hand to smooth 
his passage down the rugged hill of life, and say whether this was a pic- 
ture which any brother of the Craft could look upon coolly. Was this 
picture overcharged ? Was it not, a very short time since, that such waa 
the fate of a brother, who had often graced that room with his presence ? 
Let them, however, celebrate the eternal honour of those who had rescued 
the Craft from the stigma of being the only body which had not made a 
provision for old age. The prayer of gratitude would not return empty 
handed on those who had begun this work ! They would be tenfold re- 
warded by the recollection, in the last dark vision of life, that they had 
rescued their brother from a state of wretchedness and poverty, which 
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would cast at least one raj of brightness over the sad soene. Charity, he 
had said, was the keystone on which the craft was raised. The Craft was 
founded on one of the two great Commandments, “ Love thy neighbour as 
thyself;” and it was the bounden duty of every member of it to think of 
their aged and destitute brethren. Asylums had been provided for the 
young, but was that a reason why they should not make provision for the 
old ; and endeavour to furnish support and consolation to those who, in 
the day of prosperity, had liberally contributed to their friends in want * 
and distress — for those who had arrived at that dark and gloomy state' of 
human life, so beautifully described in the Sacred Books ? When “ the 
years shall draw nigh in which I shall say I have no pleasure in them ; 
when the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars, are darkened, 
and the clouds return not after the rain — when the keepers of the house 
shall tremble, and the strong men bow themselves — when they shall be 
afraid of that which is nigh, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond- 
tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall 
fail, because “ Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets.” Much had already been done, but much still remained to be 
done. He (the Hon. Chairman) feared not the opposition which they 
might meet with — he feared not any opposition nor lukewarmness without 
— he feared not any opposition within — for he could not feel that any Ma- 
son who had taken one step in the Craft could say that they (the promo- 
ters of the Asylum) were not acting on the very spirit and constitution of 
Masonry, when they were providing an Asylum for those who had been 
their worthy Brothers.” 

The subscriptions at this meeting amounted to about seven hundred 
pounds. 

About this time Freemasonry lost one of its most active and valuable 
members, in the death of the Pro-Grand Master, the £arl of Dunham, who 
departed this life, somewhat suddenly, at Cowes, in the Isle of Wight. — 

• His Lordship was attended by a local physican, who did not oonsider him 
in immediate danger; and the sad crisis which followed was but little an* 
ticipated by his family ; by whom, however, the deceased nobleman had 
the consolation of being surrounded in his dying hour. 

His Lordship’s masonic career was long and brilliant. He was appoint- 
ed, by the Duke of Sussex, to the office of P.G.M. for Durham, in 1818, 
and succeeded to the Deputy and Pro-Grand Mastership of Masons for 
England ; and discharged the weighty duties of these offices with universal 
satisfaction and applause. The sense of duty and propriety which ever 
actuated our noble brother, was thus expressed by himself, when the Bre- 
thren in the province of Durham presented his Lordship with a splendid 
Masonio Jewel, " as a token of their fraternal consideration for his con- 
stant attention, and personal kindness to the Craft ; and to mark the higt* 
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souse of gratitude they entertained for his dignified and zealous discharge 
of the important duties of Provincial Grand Master/’ On this occasion, 
his Lordship said, — “ I have ever felt it my duty to support and encour- 
age the principles and practice of Freemasonry, because it powerfully de- 
velopes all social and benevolent affections ; — because it mitigates without, 
and annihilates within, the virulence of political and theological contro- 
versy ; — because it affords the only neutral ground on which all ranks and 
classes can meet in perfect equality, and associate without degradation or 
mortification, whether for the purposes of moral instruction, or of social in- 
tereourae ” 

In this distinguished and noble Brother, the Free and Accepted Masons 
lost a sincere friend, and the Order a strenuous and consistent defender.— 
In every department of the Craft where his services were in requisition, 
the benefits conferred by his zeal and assiduity were evident and lasting. — 
His presidency was characterized by mildness and good humour, whioh 
found its way to every heart ; while his authority was asserted with a firm- 
ness and tact which no one cared to question, because every display of 
power was accompanied by a suavity which won over the affections even of 
those who were justly exposed to his censure. The esteem of the Frater- 
nity in the Provinoes over whioh he presided has not expended itself in 
mere expressions of sympathy and regret, or in addresses of condolence to 
his inconsolable widow ; but, at a meeting, held in Newcastle, to promote 
the erection of a monument to his memory, upwards of £4,000, were sub- 
scribed for that purpose, which sum has been since increased, by contribu- 
tions from every part of the country. 

He was interred in the family vault at Chester-le-Street. More than 
three hundred of the brethren attended the funeral, and the carriages of 
his relatives and friends amounted to 175. The number of persons in car- 
riages would probably be about 450 ; and there were hundreds who walk- 
ed the whole way alongside. The distance between Lambton Castle and 
Chester-le-Street is two miles and a half ; and some idea of the length of 
the procession may be formed from the fact, that the tenantry on horse- 
back had reached Chester before the last of the carriages had left the Cas- 
tle. The whole length of the road, on each side, was thronged with per- 
sons, and the street, windows, house-tops, wherever, in short, a coign of 
vantage could be found, was covered with spectators. Black flags were 
hung out from the beautiful spire of the church, and from several of the 
private houses ; and the number of persons gathered in the town and im- 
mediate neighbourhood, has been estimated at from 80,000 to 50,000. 

To express its sense of the irreparable loss of this great Freemason, the 
Grand Lodge, anxious that every testimony of respect should be paid to 
the memory of the deceased noble and exalted brother, ordered that its 
members, and those of every subordinate Lodge, should be placed in mourn- 
ing for six months. 
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Whilst these affairs occupied the attention of the Fraternity in our own 
island, intelligence wa3 received from India, that the appointment of Pro- 
vincial Grand Masters for the different districts had beeu attended with a 
very beneficial effect to Freemasonry. New Lodges were constituted, and 
initiations became numerous and frequent. Dr. Grant, Dr. Burnes, Major 
Macdonald, Major-General Lindsay, Robert Neave and Other eminent bre- 
thren, were placed in offices of trust, and they have done ample justice to 
their appointment. The accounts of their proceedings are most gratifying, 
and the brethren in that distant part of the globe sustain the reputation 
of Freemasonry in a manner which excites the astonishment of the natives, 
who cannot be persuaded but the Masons are members of an unholy league 
with some forbidden power.* A temple for the meetings of the Craft is 
in contemplation, to which schools and dwellings are to be attached, for 
the gratuitous education and maintenance of the children of indigent bre- 
thren, and orphans ; and a Fund of benevolence is proposed for the gen- 
eral relief of worthy and distressed Freemasons. 

It is to the honour of Freemasonry that a man of Sir Walter Scott's 
talents and genius had such an affection for the Craft, that he spent, as he 
himself often testified, many of his most delightful hours within the walls 
of the Lodge, in the enjoyment of 

“The feast of reason, and the flow of soul 

and it is equally to the honour of the Masonic body, that its members have 
been amongst the foremost to confer posthumous honours on the memory 
of a Great Light, which glads mankind by its appearance, only at long 
and distant intervals. Our annals include a Wolsey, a Locke, an Ashmole, 
a Newton, and a Wren ; they also include, — and there are many brethren 
living who have had the happiness to sit in a Lodge with him, — a Scott. 
The hidden recesses of the human heart were laid bare before his scrutinis- 
ing eye, and his graphic fancy conveyed impressions to the mind, which, 
once planted there, could never be eradicated. We have already seen one 

* An amusing anecdote is related in the Freemasons' Review for 1839. “The lower 
order of the Hindoos being at a loss to comprehend the occasion of the Freemasons’ 
meetings, conceived their mysteries are expounded by dancing gestures, and likening 
them to their own natches, they style the Freemasons’ ceremonial as the “Chumera 
ka natch,” the leather dance, in reference to the apron. They also consider that 
“ magic” is practised by them, and they term the Lodge building 41 Jadoo Garb,” Sor- 
cery or Magic-house. Lately, a punkah-puller, who was squatting outside the ban- 
quetting-room of a Lodge, was observed to become g rad u illy sleepy over his duty, 
to the manifest inconvenience of the Brethren, and the punkah at length was still. — 
One of the Brethren left the room, and found the lazy puller fast asleep. A sharp 
touch with the rope aroused the sleeper, who, suddenly awakened, and seeing the Bro- 
ther in his full paraphernalia, his dream was over; bewildered and alarmed, he 
screamed out, u Jadoo Gurh ! Jadoo Gurh! and vanished. No consideration could 
ever induce him to repeat his visit to the portals of the Sorcery-hotae.” 
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Grand Masonic Meeting, to erect a trophy to his memory ; and his grate- 
ful countrymen were again assembled, in the month of August in the pre- 
sent year, to lay the first stone of a Metropolitan Monument, which is de- 
signed to convey to posterity the gratitude that was felt towards this great 
and good man, for the countless benefits which mankind have derived from 
his immortal works. The solemnity was, in its principal details, masonic ; 
but it was also attended, as Sir William Rae observed, u by a countless 
host of all parties, all ranks, and all ages, with a fair proportion of the 
lovely and beautiful, who came forward, as with one impulse, to exhibit 
their admiration and regard for the memory of their distinguished coun- 
trymen, whose fame has stretched to the utmost bounds of the habitable 
globe — who has extended the fame of his native country — whether he 
pourtrayed the character of her kings, of her ancient nobles, or painted 
the simple manners of her simple cottagers, of his own day. In all of 
these efforts, he alike applied himself to attest his own sense of genuine 
patriotism, and to advance the cause of virtue and morality ” 

This splendid and interesting ceremony, which was anticipated with great 
anxiety for many weeks, by all classes of the inhabitants, took place under 
the most favourable circumstances. During the forenoon the city exhibited 
a constant bustle to and fro, which indicated, even to the most listless 
stranger, that something unusual was on the tapis. About one o'clock, 
the shops throughout the line of procession began to shut, and continued 
so during the day. At one o'clock the Masonic body assembled in the 
quadrangle of the College, where they were marshalled by their respective 
officers; and never, on any former occasion in the annals of the city, did 
the Masonic Brethren turn out in such imposing numbers. It is calculated 
that 1,500 brethren took a part in the ceremonial of the day. This pro- 
cession began to move from the College-square about a quarter past two 
o'clock, preceded by a strong body of the Edinburgh police, in uniform, 
and the band of the Queen's Bays; the rear being similarly brought up, 
the band of the 29th Foot taking their station in that part of the proces- 
sion. A squadron of the Bays lined the streets. 

Previous to the procession leaving the quadrangle, the Right Worship- 
ful Master and Wardens of the Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary’s Chapel, wait- 
ed upon the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and, in the name of the 
ancient Lodge, over which they presided, presented his Lordship with an 
elegant Silver Trowel. 

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to accept the same, and took the 
opportunity of thanking the brethren of that Lodge for the uniform kind- 
ness he had received from them since his initiation into the mysteries of 
Light, and at the same time begged to thank such of the office-bearers of 
the Grand Lodge as were present, for the support he had received from 
them on all occasions. 

A few minutes before three o'clock, the Grand Lodge, and other masonio 
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bodies, took their stations on the eastern gallery, the Lord Provost, the 
Right Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart, taking his place in 
^ front, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland ; supported on the right by the 
Earl of Rothes, Deputy Grand Master ; and the Earl of Stair, Acting Past 
Grand Master. The office-bearers of the Grand Lodge were the follow* 
ing 

Substitute Grand Master, — Sir Thomas. D. Lander, Bart. 

Senior Grand Warden, — Admiral Sir D. Milne, G. C. B. 

Acting Junior Warden, — D. Anderson, Esq. of St. Germain*. 

Acting Grand Treasurer, — H. D. Inglis, Esq. W. S. 

Grand Secretary W. A. Laurie, Esq. W. S. 

Grand Clerk John Maitland Esq. 

Grand Bard R. Gilfillan, Esq. 

Senior Deacon J. Graham, Esq. 

Acting Junior Deacon Sir James Spittal. 

Grand Chaplain Rev. Alex. Steward, of Douglas. 

Grand Jeweller W. Cunningham, Esq. 

Architect of Monument G. W. Kemp. 

Sculptor John SteelL 

The Masonic procession had a most imposing appearance, and the beau- 
tiful uniform of the Celtic Lodge in particular, attracted much attention. 
The Brethren present included Deputations from Lodges in all parts of 
Scotland. After an eloquent and apppropriatc prayer, offered up by the 
Rev. Alexander Stewart, the Grand Chaplain, the ceremony of laying the 
Foundation Stone commenced with the usual Masonic Rites ; the Grand 
Master using the silver trowel above mentioned. During the ceremony 
the band played, with great taste, and solemn expression, the Sicilian 
Mariner's Hymn. 

In the foundation stone were deposited a glass jar, and a plate contain- 
ing the following inscription, besides a plate with the names of the office- 
bearers of the Grand Lodge, Ac. 

Thi^ Graven plate, 

Deposited in the Baso of a Votive Building, 

On the fifteenth day of August, in the year of Christ, 1840 ; 

And never likely to see the light again, 

Till all the surrounding structures are crumbled to dust 
' By the decay of time, or by human or elemental violence, 

May they testify to a distant posterity, that his Countrymen 
began on that day 

To raise an Effigy and Architectural Monument 
TO THE MEMORY OF SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART., 
Whose admirable Writings were then allowed 
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To have given more delight and suggested better 
feeling, 

To a larger class of Readers, in every rank of Society, 

Than those of any other Author, with the exception 
of Shakspeare alone. 

And which were therefore thought likely to be remembered 
Long after the aot of gratitude 
On the part of the first generation of his Admirers 
Should be forgotten. 

He was born at Edinburgh, 15th August, 1771 ; and died at 
Abbotsford, 21st September, 1832. 

The Foundation of the Monument was laid by the 
Right Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart. Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, and 

Grand Master Mason op Scotland, 

• The Sub-Committee, in charge of the Work, being 
The Right Hon. Sir William Rae, of St. Catherine’s, Bart. ; 

Dr. Thomas Hope, Professor of Chemistry ; 

George Forbes, Esq. Treasurer ; 

Thomas Thompson, Esq. Advocate ; and 
William Burn, Esq. Architect ; 

With the aid and advice of 

The Right Hon. Lord Yisoount Melville ; 

. James Skene, Esq., of Rubislaw, Secretary; 

George M. Kemp, Architect ; 

John Steell, Sculptor; 

In the fourth year of the Reign of Queen Victoria the First. 

When the stone was lowered, and the ceremony completed, the band 
struck up the lively air of 11 ’Tis good to be merry and wise, — ’fcis good to 
be honest and true,” which was succeeded by three loud and hearty 
cheers. 

. The next, and truly appropriate air, was the good old tune of “ The Ma- 
sons’ Anthem,” which the Grand Master, Dignitaries, and all the Brethren 
present, accompanied with the accustomed joyous action. 

The Lord Provost then addressed Sir William Rae and the Committee 
as follows : — 

“ Having had the honour of being plaoed at the head of the Order of 
Freemasonry in Scotland, it has fallen to my lot to take a part in the pro- 
ceedings of this day, and to lay this Foundation Stone. Other, shall I 
say, imperishable monuments, which himself has raised, will, no doubt, 
transmit to posterity the fame of Sir Walter Scott. This, however, which 
we hope to erect, will record a nation’s admiration, and a nation’s gr&ti- 
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tude. Scotland claims him aa particularly her own. This city was his 
birth-place ; here his youth — here his professional life was spent — hero 
was seen the first development of that genius which was afterwards found 
capable of such mighty acbievments. I congratulate you, sir, and the other 
gentlemen of the Committee, on the event of this day. Tou have at last 
witnessed the commencement of the work which has been so long the ob- 
ject of your anxiety and solicitude. By the labour of several years, and 
the most mature deliberation, which you oould exercise, you have been able 
to devise the plan of an edifico, appropriate and noble, worthy of the occa- 
sion, worthy of him in whose honour it is to be raised, and worthy of the 
artist of whose genius it is the fruit. By your exertions also, such a sum 
has been raised as warrants you to begin and carry on the building ; and I 
am confident that if more shall be required to complete the plan which the 
architect first suggested, your countrymen will not be backward in furnish- 
ing the necessary means. The site appears most suitable, on one of the 
greatest thoroughfares, the daily resort of the population, surrounded by 
our romantic localities, which his pen so often delighted to describe. To 
you, sir, and to many around you, this day will call up many grateful re- 
collections. You will remember those qualities which formed him to be 
the delight of society, and which knit him in lasting bonds of affection 
with many tried and faithful friends. It would be, I feel, a presumptuous, 
as happily it is an unnecessary task, to delineate here the merits and char- 
acter of this illustrious man. He threw around his name a bright lustre, 
and his country shared in his renown ; to Scott and to Scotland the eyes 
of the civilized world were directed. Strangers from all countries visited 
him when living, and they still look with eager curiosity to the place of 
his residence — they view With interest every thing connected with histi&me. 
How diversified were his talents I Inspired with the most enthusiastic ad- 
miration of our ancient national poetry, and of the manners and chivalry 
of former times, how did he create a new era in onr literature, and dazzle 
us with the brilliancy and the faithfulness of his pietures of the times that 
had passed away ? When sated with the fame of his poetry, he was not 
inactive, but entered on a new path, and with rich profusion poured forth 
iu endless succession his stories of knowledge of the human heart, and 
delineated with his powerful pen, the manners and the characters, of for- 
mer generations. If his life had been prolonged, it is not unnatural to 
suppose that, from some delightful sketches which he gave, he might have 
added to his fame that of excellence in historical composition. It is with 
pleasure we have met on this occasion to perform the duty to which we 
have been called. This was the birth day of Scott— this the anniversary 
of a day when a British Sovereign revisited our long-deserted, palaees— 
this, an extraordinary day in the calendar, was also the birthday of Napo- 
leon. The Masonic body have had much satisfhction in doing honour to 
this day, for, to his other claims, he added that of a Brother ; he was a 
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lemlous, a trae -hearted Mason ; hb name was enrolled in one of oar Lodges ; 
they had been also charmed with hb society ; they coanted it an honour 
that he had been enrolled among them. I beg to thank the Committee for 
the readiness with which they acceded to my proposal of the Grand Lodge ; 
and I rejoice to think that the whole ceremony , grand and imposing, has 
been conducted in a way worthy of the occasion.” 

Sir W. Rae then addressed the assembly at a great length, after which 
the band was requested to play the national air, " Rule Britannia,” and 
that being followed by a salute of seven guns from the Royal Artillery, 
the procession moved off in reverse order, to their respective destinations, 
and dispersed. 

In the evening, the members and friends of the Celtic Lodge dined to- 
gether in the Calton Convening Room, R. W. M. Donaldson in the chair, 
supported by R. W. Lawrie, Grand Secretary ; R. Gilfillan, Grand Bard ; 
Mr. Kemp, Architect; Mr. Dick, of the Albion; Mr. M’Leod, Mr. Ballan- 
tyne, and other members of the Scott Committee, &c. &c. Deputations 
were also present from the Lodges of St. John's, Peebles; St Mungo's, 
Glasgow ; and Perth. About a hundred sat down to an excellent dinner, 
during which, and throughout the evening, the company were entertained 
with appropriate airs from a select band. Mr. Lawrie, in a neat speech, 
proposed “ The Poets of Scotland,” coupled with the names of Brothers 
Gilfillan and Ballantyne, then present. Bro. Gilfillan returned thanks, and 
tl craved a bumper to the memory of him whose fame they were that day 
celebrating, — Sir Walter Scott, — a man who had Bhed a lustre over hb 
country, that not only made those of other nations enquirers about “ the 
land of mountain and of flood,” but had made them become pilgrims to 
the spots which his genius had rendered immortal. And when we looked 
at the splendours of our city, this day, lit up with sunshine, falling upon 
landscapes the most lovely that could be beheld, we ought not to forget 
that this city — u our own romantic town,” was the birth-place of the mighty 
Minstrel, and in whose localities those works were planned and penned, 
which men of all nations had declared to be imperishable.” The toast 
was drunk in silence, but three cheers were given to the fame of the No- 
velist and Bard. The evening was enlivened by several excellent songs, 
and, after a cup of thanks to Bro. Donaldson, for bis labours throughout 
all the details of the ceremony of thb day, as well as his social qualities 
as chairman, the meeting separated at eleven o’clock, having spent a de- 
lightful and highly intellectual evening. 

An important question was mooted in the present year, which still re- 
mains undecided, viz., whether the practice of Freemasonry in the army be a 
consistent with the observance of such a state of military discipline as b 
required among soldiers in the aotive service of their country ? The ques- 
tion b new, because manj regiments have had Lodges attached to them 
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from time immemorial ; but while equal surprise and regret have been 

expressed that such an objection should be raised in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, wheu Masonry is iu its most palmy state, we frankly confess that 
we are rather inclioed to hail the discussion of any general argument which 
may be urged against the craft; because an impartial investigation of its 
principles cannot fail to end triumphantly. The case was this: — The 38th 
regiment, stationed in Limerick, having had a Masonic warrant, No. 441, 
of the Registry of Ireland, in the regiment for the last fifty years, although 
it being some time since the Brethren met as a Lodge, through the exer- 
tions of their Colonel (Piper, )who was W.M. while in India, they revived 
the Lodge ; and having got the Brethren of the Ancient Limerick Lodge 
to assist, the Master aud Officers were installed on the 23rd June. The 
circumstance, having been inserted in a Limerick paper, came under the 
notice of Sir Edward Blakeney, who immediately wrote to know if such a 
transaction occurred amongst the officers and men of the 38th ; and being 
answered, that they considered, while the 42nd, 79th, 4th Dragoons, and 
several other regiments, had Masonic Lodges attached to them, and particu- 
larly as they were under the special protection of the law, inasmuch as 
when all other Secret Societies were prohibited, a special exception was 
made to Masonry, they could not see any breach of military discipline ; 
but, notwithstanding all these, and other arguments, being used, Sir Ed- 
ward ordered them to return the warrant at once, and cease to meet as Ma- 
sons. 

Sir Edward Blakeney is an officer of high and unblemished reputation, 
and every aet of his bears the sanction of authority. It is clear, that in 
the opinion of this gallant Commander, the practice of Freemasonry is in- 
consistent with the due subordination which the service requires from those 
gentlemen who hold Her Majesty’s commission. In this point of view it 
may be safely pronounced, that Sir Edward Blakeney is sincere, and ac- 
tuated by a strict sense of what he considers to be a paramount duty at- 
tached to the high station of trust in which he has been placed by the fa- 
vour of his monarch. 

The seal thus displayed by this distinguished Officer, is, however, unfor- 
tunately, a zeal without knowledge. Freemasonry is a system in which 
subordination is, if possible, more strictly enforced than in the army. How 
stringent soever may be the details of military discipline, the discipline of 
Freemasonry is equally severe. The ancient charges provide, that the 
Officers of a Lodge, supreme and subordinate, are to be obeyed in their 
respective stations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity. The 
Master, in the chair, is as despotic in his power, as the Colonel of a regi- 
ment ; and if Masons meet in the Lodge on the level, so do the Officers at 
their mess ; and in each case, though a system of equality is observed, so 
far as regards social intercourse, the distinctions of rank are carefully ob- 
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served, a&d the courtesies due to each officer marked by a code of honour 
which no one can violate with impunity. 

Again, — the ancient charges and regulations of Masonry lay it down as 
an axiom, that “ a Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever 
be resides or works; and is never to be concerned in plots or conspiracies 
against the peace and welfare of the nation, nor to behave himself unduti- 
fully to inferior magistrates.” And, “ though all Masons are as brethren 
upon the level, yet Masonry takes no honours from a man that he had be- 
fore.” It directs the brethren to “ cultivate brotherly love, the founda- 
tion and cape-stone, the cement and glory, of this ancient fraternity ; to 
avoid all wrangling and quarrelling, all slander and backbiting, not permit- 
ting others to slander any honest brother ; but defending his character, and 
doing him all good offices, as far as is consistent with their honour and 
safety, and no farther. That all may see the benign influence of Masonry, 
as all true Masons have done from the beginning of the world, and will 
do to the end of time.” 

Thus kept within compass bylaws of very ancient date, society can have 
nothing to fear from the practice of Freemasonry. The proceedings of 
the fraternity have been tested by the experience of ages ; and the mon- 
archs of every free country have extended their patronage to it, as an in- 
stitution of peace and unity, whose tenets may improve the mind and hu- 
manize the heart ; but cannot, by any possibility, be perverted to sanction 
the designs of sedition, insubordination to lawful authority, or any conspi- 
racy which may endanger the security of the throne, or affect the liberty 
of the people. 

It would be difficult to conjecture in what respect the service would be 
benefitted by the exclusion of Freemasonry. Would the soldier be more 
zealous to execute the commands of his Superior Officers if he were unac- 
quainted with the obligations of Freemasonry ? Would he be more strict 
in the performance of military discipline, or more punctual in the discharge 
of his usual and social duties ? If this were capable of proof, the decision 
of Sir Edward Blakeney would doubtless be correct But the principles 
of Masonry tend to inculcate a different result A Mason is bound, by 
his tenure, not only to yield obedience to his lawful superiors — not only to 
rule and govern his passions, to keep a tongue of good report, and to prac- 
tise secresy, (a most estimable virtue in a soldier during the arduous period 
of actual service,) but he is also enjoined to act in every capacity accord- 
ing to the dictates of reason and religion, to cultivate harmony, to main- 
tain charity, and to live in unity and brotherly love. Now what is there 
in all this which is unfavourable to the existence of military discipline ? 

But the subject will admit of a still more extended reference ; for Free- 
masonry does not rest its claims to public esteem on the existence of nega- 
tive benefits. It is believed, that instead of the service being deteriorated 
by an association with our noble Order, it would derive essential adv&n- 
40 
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tages from such a connection. In the details of warlike operations, who 
oould be more safely entrusted to undertake a difficult and hazardous ex- 
pedition than those who have taken the tow of fraternity ? — than those 
who are solemnly pledged to the practice, not only of secresy, but of for- 
titude, and prudence, and justice ? — than those who are bound to support 
each other in weal and in woe, in prosperity and adversity j andio stand 
by each other to the death ? Such men are capable of any enterprise. They 
form the strength of the army. They are the Nisi and Euryali of the 
host ; and the most implicit confidence may be placed in their good faith, 
attended with a perfect assurance that it will never be violated. Life may 
be sacrificed, but Masonic virtue oannot be moved. 

Nulla meis sine te quaere tur gloria rebus, 

Seu pacem, seu bella geram ; tibi maxims rerun), 

Verborumque tides. iEn. IX. 277 

A writer in the Naval and Military Gazette has stated the subject in 
another, but equally lucid point of view. He says, “ I must oonfess my- 
self unable to comprehend the object of this most arbitrary proceeding on 
the part of Sir Edward Blakeney, and shall feel obliged if you will throw 
some light on it, and state what it is, connected with Freemasonry, that 
has led Sir Edward Blakeney thus to condemn it as an improper Society 
for military men to belong to. If he can shew that its introduction into 
the army has been in any way subversive of good order and military dis- 
cipline, the question is of oourse settled ; but I must remark, that if any 
such objection does exist, it is strange that it has never been stated until 
now ; and that it altogether escaped the notice of the following general 
Officers, who were, to the full, as anxious to maintain strict discipline in 
the British army, as the gallant Commander of the Forces in Ireland — *• 
His Royal Highness the Duke of York, the late Duke of Richmond, Earl 
of Harrington, Marquis of Hastings, Earl of Donoughmore, Sir John 
Stuart, Sir John Doyle, Lord Combermere, (who was present lately when 
his son, an Officer in the 7th Hussars, was initiated into the mysteries of 
Freemasonry,) and many others, living and dead, were all members of the 
Masonic Brotherhood, which Sir Edward Blakeney has taken upon him- 
self to denounce as dangerous and hostile to the well being of the army 
Did Sir Edward Blakeney ever hear that the 46th fought less gallantly at 
Dominica, in 1805, because opposed to a body of French, consisting for 
the most part of Freemasons, although there was at the time a regimental 
Masonic Lodge in the 46th f or can he shew, in the whole army, regiments 
which has uniformly maintained a higher character for strict discipline, 
good conduct, and bravery in the field, than the following regiments, (which 
I name from memory :)— 1st Dragoons, 28th, 29th, 38th, 42nd, 46th, 71st, 

* 79th, and 88th, to eaoh of which there is, or was lately, a Masonic Lodge 
attached V 9 
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There is mach truth in this argument ; and we hope that Sir Edward 
Blakeney will take it into his most serious consideration ; for although, 
from the operation of this prohibitory measure, we do not entertain the 
slightest apprehension for the welfare of Freemasonry, yet we hope, for 
the satisfaction of his own mind, this gallant Officer will procure admission 
into the Craft, that he may experience, in his own person, the stability of 
that bond of Masonic union, which cements the chain of brotherly love, 
and would constitute the most efficient bulwark to his authority, if put in* 
to active exercise, in all the regiments under his command. 

A splendid token of respect was this year presented by the Brethren at 
Bombay to Bro. Dr. Burnes, P.G.M. for the Western Provinces of India, 
consisting of three massive Silver Pillars, representing the three most no- 
ble orders of Architecture, surmounted by the figures Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, and each bearing on its pedestal an appropriate device. On the 
first side, the following inscription : — 

“ This Pillar, along with two others, representing the three most noble 
orders of Architecture, was, on the Festival of St. John the Evangelist, 
A. L 5838, unanimously voted by the Brethren of the Lodge Persever- 
ance, of Bombay, 546, to their Right Worshipful Master, Brother James 
Burnes, L.L.D., F.R.S., K.G.O., and P.G.M. for Western India, as a 
token of their fraternal affection, and to mark their deepfelt regard for his 
brotherly conduct to themselves, as well as their high sense of his brilliant 
and successful efforts in the cause of Charity, Friendship, and Love to all 
.men / 1 

“ On the second side — The Armorial Bearings of Bro. Burnes. 

“ On the third side — The Arms of the Lodge Perseverance, being the 
square and compass encircled by a ribband, containing the name and num- 
ber of the Lodge. 

“ On the fourth side — A suitable Masonio Device, differing in each Pil- 
lar, and applicable to three degrees of St John’s Masonry.” 

Several other testimonials have graced the present year. A Gold Bo£ 
was presented to Bro. G. W. Creighton, Esq. Barrister-at-law, Leicester 
.Lodge, Ireland ; and a superb Silver Vase and Cover to Bro. G. J. Bald- 
win, Esq., of “ Fifty,” Dublin; a Past Master’s Jewel to Bro. Molineux, 
P.G.D. ef Ceremonies, Lodge of Sincerity, Liverpool; a Silver Epergne 
nod Candelabrum to Bro. Cuff, late of Freemasons’ Tavern; a Silver Din- 
ner Service to Bro. Sir Herbert Compton, P.G.M. for the Coast of Coro- 
mandel ; and a Gold Watch and Silver-chased Casket to Bro. Bibbans, of 
-Birmingham. 

The numerous testimonials to deserving brethren which have been re- 
corded in the annals of the last ten years, from the Grand Master down 
*o the Secretary of a Priiate Lodge! form a powerful evidenoe of the be- 
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nefits which have been accomplished within that period, by the united 
effects of seal and assiduity. No one can minutely investigate the scienoe 
of Freemasonry without becoming wiser and better. The charm operates 
imperceptibly upon the heart, and, as its details become familiarized to the 
recollection, the avidity for further information increases, and the studious 
brother soon arrives at the summit of the Ladder, and receives 1 ids reward, 
as well in the secret consciousness of mental improvement, as in the pub- 
lic approbation of his Masonic companions. 

Several Foundation Stones were laid this year, with Masonic honours, 
which it would be unnecessary to describe, as the ceremonials bear a strik- 
ing resemblance to each other. In March, this solemnity was performed 
at Heckmondwike, by the Right Hon. Bro. Lord Mexborough, P.G.M. 
West Yorkshire, in levelling the foot stone of a Blanket Hall ; in May, 
of a Bridge aoross the Leven, in Scotland, by Bro. the Right Hon* the 
Earl of Rothes, P.G.M. for Fife ; of a new Churoh, at Thornhill, in Scot- 
land, by the W.M, of St. John’s Lodge in that Town; of a Corn Ex- 
change, at Wakefield, by the above-named active and talented P.G.M. for 
West Yorkshire, Lord Mexborough ; in June, of Queen’s Hospital at Bir- 
mingham, by Bro. the Right Hon. Earl Howe, P. Senior Grand Warden, 
and of a Public Monument to the Memory of Bro. Trevor Correy, Esq., 
K.T. and K. M., at Newry, by the Rev. Dr. Campbell. In all these in- 
stances, where Masonry has been brought into requisition, in the way of 
public solemnities, it is evident that the Craft is held in high esteem, and 
considered an indispensable adjunct to consecrate the details of ceremonial 
observances, and to convey weight and authority to events, which are in 
themselves of peculiar importance to the parties immediately interested, 
as well as to the community at large, in whose neighbourhood the imprOvo- 
'm$nts take place. 

A general view of the present state of Freemasonry will form a proper 
conclusion of our labours. In our own country it has assumed a command- 
ing position, whioh combines strength, stability, and usefulness. The judi- 
cious application of its benevolent funds have given it a character for con- 
sistency, in the union of profession and practice, whioh has placed it on a 
proud elevation amongst the Institutions of the country, and invested it 
with the patronage of the wise, the talented, and the wealthy. Prinoei, 
peers, aud prelates, have not thought it beneath their dignity to bestow 
the advantage of their influence and example in promoting its charitable 
purposes ; nor has the aristocracy of talent been withheld from the graver 
researches into its history, literature, and science. It provides for the des- 
titute, it trains up the rising generation to virtue and usefulness, the or- 
phan’s wants are not disregarded, nor do the widow’s tears flow in vain.-t- 
The argument so often used at the beginning of the present century, that 
Freemasonry is behind the times, that the exclusive and secret character 
of Freemasonry is not in accordance with the spirit of the age, that whi)p 
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briber sciences are progressing with great rapidity, Freemasonry remains sta- 
tionary, and makes no advances whatever, — cannot apply to the Society as 
it is practised now. We need only take a deliberate view of the present 
state of the Order, oompared with its exclusive tendency at that period, to 
be convinced that the argument is erroneous. 

Freemasonry holds on a progressive and improving course ; and it is a 
question whether the science does not advance at least as rapidly as any 
other individual institution in this country, where literary societies are so 
abundant. If we consider the highly respectable character of our Grand 
and Prov. Grand Lodges* composed as they are, of noble and talented Bro- 
thers, we shall see that this opinion is very generally entertained amongst 
the Craft. Nay, at the present moment, there exists — not in this or that 
province merely, but throughout the whole Masonic community — an in- 
tense excitement respecting the philosophy of Masonry, which is daily 
spreading and increasing, under the influence of literary characters who 
have enrolled their names amongst us. To those who regard the Lodge 
merely as a bacchanalian meeting, Freemasonry is still behind the times. 
But to that noble band, who consider Freemasonry as it really is, an engine 
to enlighten the mind, and disseminate science and morals through every 
department of life, it is not only equal with the times, but it soars beyond 
the narrow and selfish pursuits of bigotry and superstition, and opens the 
arms of benevolence to embrace, in one wide and universal bond, the fra- 
ternity of every clime, every religion, and every grade of political feeling. 

In the sister kingdoms, the science presents an aspect equally favourable, 
and its Lodges flourish under the patronage of nobility, who attend the 
meetings, and, by their personal example, enforce those beneficent regula- 
tions which distinguish the proceedings of Freemasonry, and raise it 
above the level of ordinary Societies where men associate themselves to- 
gether for benevolent or scientific purposes. The stately banquet— the 
fancy ball — the procession by torch-light — all serve the purposes of sacred 
chanty ; and thus Freemasonry, in both branches of the United Kingdom, 
while it contributes to the amusement and gratification of the rich, sheds 
its blessings on the poor and needy. The details of the Order are con- 
ducted with a magnificence worthy of a great and noble Institution, display- 
ing its honours in the stately halls of the prince's palace, as well as in the 
secluded retreat of tyled Lodges. Is the loyalty of Freemasonry ques- 
tioned 7 The answer is ready. It is patronised and conducted by those 
who have the greatest stake in the country, and with whom disloyalty 
would generate loss of honour, wealth, and distinction. The grand pillar 
of Masonry contributes to the support of our civil and social establish- 
ments, connecting the Order with all that is dear to the heart in our altars 
and our homes. The state, during the period which these sheets are in- 
tended to illustrate, has recognised the faithful character, and confiding 
loyalty of Irish Masonry, and conferred the privilege of exemption from 
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penalties which attach to others who have not had die advantage of initia- 
tion into its mysteries. 

Freemasonry has had obstacles to contend against in the South of Eu- 
rope, which have materially curtailed its operation, and retarded its pro- 
gress. A jealousy has been entertained against the existence of Secret 
Societies of every description, because it is well known, that in the Lodges 
of the Illuminati, dangerous principles were inculcated, to which the revo- 
lution in France, and all its attendant evils and miseries, have been attri- 
buted and the terrors inspired by the Vheme Gerichte left behind a 
lasting and unfavourable impression. In Gerihany, however, while the 
scenes which were enacted on its own soil, alarmed the rest of Europe, Free- 
masonry has been cultivated with great assiduity and success ; and this is 
almost the only continental nation where its principles have been tolerated. 
Here its details are conducted with superior splepdour. Superb halls have 
been erected for the periodical meetings of its members ; 'and their appoint- 
ments and decorations are on a scale of profuse magnificence, which yield 
only to the grandeur of a royal palace. In their processions, stately cano- 
pies of satin, velvet, fine linen, and gold, of all the Masonic colours, borne 
over the persons of the grand Masters, and the presiding Officers of every 
private Lodge ; the Ark of the Covenant veiled from profane eyes by a 
crimson velvet pall, fringed and tasselled with silver; the silken banners 
laced and fringed with gold and bullion ; and the flowing robes of the 
Grand Officers, all combine to render them a scene of grave and pompous 
display, that command and secure respect and veneration. The ceremonies 
to be used on all public occasions are prescribed in writing, on the autho- 
rity of “ The Great Master/’ and they contain matters of importance which 
might be profitably introduced into English Masonry. 

In India, the science languished from the time of the Marquis of Hast- 
ings' Vice-royalty, until a very recent period. The accounts which we 
now receive from that part of the Empire are highly gratifying. The spirit 
of Masonry is busily at work, and the Brethren appear to be, one and all, 
actuated by an earnest desire to augment the resources of the Craft, and 
to atone for their former supineness, by a zealous discharge of every Ma- 
sonic duty. The authorities have been strengthened by the Grand Lodge 
of England, and the machinery is now in full and efiecient operation. New 
Lodges spring up in the most distant provinces, and the Brethren increase 
in numbers and respectability. Actuated by the purest motives of mutual 
aid, and mutual enjoyment, our Indian Brethren use their masonry to con- 
fer sterling benefits on mankind, by making it conducive to the practice of 
morality. It is indeed the true object of every Institution to induce men 
to perform their social and civil duties more perfectly, and this appears to 
be the aim and end of Masonry in the East. Even the convivialities of 

* Vid. Prttton 14th and lfith Edit. p. 290. 
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the Society are accompanied by the exercise of benevolence, and henoe its 
increasing reputation will be hailed and blessed in that widely-extended 
principality, as one of the means by which the civilization of its native) 
population will be ultimately accomplished. 

In America, Freemasonry has received an impulse from Great Britain, 
which has revived the spirits of its friends ; who, a few years ago, enter- 
tamed apprehensions for its existence. Masonry equally dislikes a repub- 
lic and a despotism, and flourishes most under the sway of a mild and gen- 
tle monarchy. Each State in the New World has its Grand Lodge, and 
none are superior to the rest. Henoe there exists a diversity of usages, 
which operate unfavourably to the general spread of the science, by that 
want of unanimity and authority which are essential to its prosperity. On 
the whole, however, Freemasonry at the present period is progressing, and 
the establishment of one General Grand Lodge, which should be invested 
with supreme power to legislate for the benefit of the provinces, would 
afford a consistency that eonld not operate otherwise than favourably for 
the Craft. 

Freemasonry is springing np in onr colonies, and promises well. To onr 
■Brethren in these distant regions we wish health and prosperity, assured 
that the praetioe of our mysteries oannot fail, while it reminds them of 
their native country, to be a solace and comfort under any privations which 
may spring from a change of habit and social enjoyments. In Canada and 
the West Indies the Lodges are numerous, but the Brethren are not suffi- 
ciently on the alert. From the Cape of Good Hope* and Sydney, the 

• The following interesting account of Dutch Masonry at the Cape of Good Hope, 
is given in the Freemasons 1 Quarterly Review for December, 1838 ; — 44 In Table Valley, 
in a beautiful grove, stands the Dutch Lodge, consisting of two elegant buildings ; 
one (the Temple) appropriated entirely to the mysteries of the Craft. It contains a 
very spacious and elegantly adorned hall, something resembling Freemasons’ Hall in 
London. In this room it is customary, on the death of a Brother, to invite the friends 
of the deceased. The Lodge is assembled and the orator delivers an address, in which 
he sets forth the merits of the departed Brother. This is considered a mark of great 
respect towards the memory of the deceased. In this building are also rooms set 
apart for each Degree, and containing every requisite for each. The other building, 
separate from the former, consists of an elegant suite of banquetting rooms, commit- 
tee rooms, and apartments for the housekeeper. From the walls of the banqueting 
room are suspended portraits of the different Grand Masters and Past Masters. Ip 
this room, which is capable of accommodating from five to seven hundred guests, 
our Dutch Brethren give frequent entertainments to the fair sex, thus permitting the 
gentler portion of the human race to participate, if not in the mysteries, at least in 
the sweets of Freemasonry. In this Lodge there is a fund, amounting to several 
thousand pounds, from which the son of any member (indeed we believe any Mason,) 
wishing to complete his education in Europe, but whose circumstances will not ad- 
mit of it, on forwarding an application to the Lodge, will, under certain regulations, 
be allowed an annual sum to enable him to carry out his intentions. On the re tun, 
of the individual to the colony, and after having established himself in his profession 
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accounts are more gratifying, and the few Lodges under our banner, dis- 
persed over Europe, vis., at Gibraltar, the Canary Islands, Maha, Corfu, 
&c., are occasionally at work, but they are too distant and detached from 
the Masonic body to produce any remarkable fruits. 

Royal Arch Masonry in our own country has recently undergone -some 
revision, which promises to effect a permanent good. Complaints have 
been common amongst the Fraternity that the Chapters are indifferently 
attended, and the companions of the Order appear to be in want of some 
powerful stimulus which might operate to remove this defect The cere- 
monies of exaltation, as well as the Lectures, have been remodelled, and 
the Constitutions improved, but the root of the evil still remains. The 
proper remedy has not been applied. If Royal Arch Masonry be expect- 
ed to flourish according to its merits — if it be desirable that this sublime 
Degree should come into general and efficient practioe — it must be the re- 
sult of a process which has not yet been adopted. Sumptuary laws will 
fail, because they do not touoh the heart ; and regulations for the enforce- 
ment of discipline will not induce men to give up their time to a system, 
which, however sublime in its principles, or magnificent in it& details, is ac- 
companied by a machinery too cumbersome for the effect which it actually 
produoes. It is the inclination which must be biassed. Something is 
wanting in the details which may infuse into the mind a desire of know- 
ledge, and an emulation to excel. Until this is supplied, the Chapters will 
still be unattended, and Royal Arch Masonry occupy a subordinate rank 
in the estimation of the Fraternity. 

Thus have we toiled, with zeal and anxiety, through the History of Free- 
masonry for the last ten years, and a period more replete with incident and 
general benefits to the Order, does not exist throughout the long extent of 
its diversified annals. Questions of vast importance have arisen, which it 
is the duty of the historian to discuss with impartiality and truth. The 
course, when the chief actors in these matters are living, and some of them 
his own personal friends, is difficult. Prejudice will at times intrude to 
cloud the judgment, and paint passing occurrences in colours which may 
not bear the test of strict examination. It is hoped, however, that the 
charge of wilful misrepresentation will not attach to us in our view of the 
chief occurrences of this eventful period. We have dismissed all extrane- 
ous considerations, and endeavoured to steer our bark by the compass of 
veracity. And the record will display our benevolent institutions in their 
full activity, which constitute the fair blossoms of the Order, and display 

the sums received from the Lodge are repaid. There ia alio a school supported by 
the Lodge, for the instruction of the children of Masons. Our correspondent states 
that, some time ago, a letter was forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Holland, convey 
ing the request of the Cape Masons to be relieved from their allegiance, as it was 
their intention to frame a constitution for their own government, and appoint their 
Grand Master.” 
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it before tbe public as an establishment of universal charity, founded upon 
the steadfast bask of Brotherly Lore, Belief, and Truth, surmounted by 
the Cardinal, and crowned by the Theological virtues. 

We now take a fraternal leave of our readers, with a sincere and hearty 
wish that the nefct deoenial period may add as*many laurels to Freemasonry 
45 that which is passed. Thus will it be placed on a proud elevation, at 
the head of the Scientific and Charitable Establishments which grace and 
ornament our country. 

[APPENDIX.] 

The Analysis of the Human Faculties was omitted by Dr. Oliver in his 
Edition of the Illustrations of Masonry, by William Preston. See 
note, page 257, Masonic Library — Ed. Masonic Lib. 

Analysis of the Human Faculties t. 

An analysis of the human faculties is also given in this Section, in which 
the five external senses particularly claim attention. When these topics 
ere proposed in our assemblies, we are not confined to any peculiar mode of 
explanation ; but every brother is at liberty to offer his sentiments under 
proper restrictions. 

The senses we are to consider as the gifts of Nature, and the primary 
regulators of our active powers ; as by them alone, we are conscious of the 
distance, nature, and properties of external objects. Beason, properly 
employed, confirms the documents of Nature, which are always true and 
wholesome ; she distinguishes the good from the bad ; rejects the last with 
modesty, and adheres to the first with reverence. 

The objects of human knowledge are innumerable ; the channels by which 
this knowledge is conveyed, are few. Among these the perception of ex- 
ternal things by the senses, and the information we receive from human tes- 
timony, are not the least considerable ; the analogy between them is ob- 
vious. In the testimony of Nature given by the senses, as well as in 
human testimony given by information, things are signified by signs. In 
one as well as the other, the mind, either by original principles or by 
custom, passes from the Sign to the conception and belief of the thing 
signified. The signs in the natural language, as well as the signs in our 
Original pereeptions, have the same signification in all climates and nations, 
and the skill of interpreting them is not aoquired, but innate. 

Having made these observations, we shall proceed togive a brief descrip- 
tion of the five senses. 

Description of the Five Senses, 

Hearing is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are oapable 
of enjoying all the agreeable oharms of music. By it we are enabled to 
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enjoy the pleasures of sooiety, and reeiprooally to communicate to each 
other, our thoughts and intentions, our purposes and desires ; while our 
reason is capable of exerting its utmost power and energy. 

The wise and benificent Author of Nature seems to hare intended, by 
the formation of this sense, that we should be social creatures, and receive 
the greatest and most important part of our knowledge by the information 
of others. For these purposes we are endowed with Hearing, that, by a 
proper exertion of our rational powers, our happiness may be complete. 

Of the Faculty of Seeing. 

Seeing is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and are enabled in 
an instant of time, without change of place or situation, to view armies in 
battle array, figures of the most stately structures, and all the agreeable 
variety displayed in the landscape of Nature. By this sense we find our 
way in the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, determine its figure 
and dimensions, and delineate any region or quarter of it By it we measure 
the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the sphere of the fixed 
stars. Nay more ; by it we perceive the temper and dispositions, the pas- 
sions and affections, of our fellow-creatures, when they wish most to con- 
ceal them, so that though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, 
the countenance will display the hypocrisy to the discerning eye. In fine, 
the rays of light, which administer to this sense, are the most astonishing 
parts of the inanimate creation, and render the eye a peculiar object of 
admiration. 

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure of the eye, and 
its appurtenanoes, evince the admirable contrivance of Nature, for perform- 
ing all its various external and internal motions ; while the variety dis* 
played in the eyes of different animals, suited to their several ways of life, 
clearly demonstrates this organ to be the master pieoe of Nature’s work. 

Of the Seme of Feeling . 

Feeling is that sense by which we distinguish the different qualities of 
bodies : such as, beat and cold, hardness and softness, roughness and 
smoothness, figure, solidity, motion, and extension. By means of certain 
corresponding sensations of touch, these are presented to the mind as real 
external qualities, and the conception or belief of them is invariably con- 
nected with corresponding sensations, by an original principle of human 
nature, which far transcends our inquiry. 

All knowledge beyond our original perceptions is got by experience. The 
constancy of Nature’s laws connects the sign with the thing signified, and 
we rely on the continuance of that connection which experience hath dis- 
covered. 
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\ three senses, hearing, teeing, and fading, are deemed peenB*rlj 
i among Masons. 

Of the Sente of Smelling. 

,bles ns to distinguish odours, which oonvey different ira- 
\ind. Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed most other 
send forth effluvia of vast snbtility, as well in the state 
\in the state of fermentation and putrefaction. The 
Xy repel each other, and scatter themselves in the air, 
^ oodies to whioh they bear a chemical affinity, with 

.nd form new concretes. These efflavia being drawn into 
.ong with the air, are the means by which all bodies are 
ilence it is evident, that there is a manifest appearance of de- 
a. the great Creator’s having planted the organ of smell in the inside 
that canal, through which the air continually passes in respiration. 

Of the Sente of Tatting . 


Tastings enables ns to make a proper distinction in the choice of our 
food; The organ of this sense guards the entrance of the alementary 
canal, as that of smell guards the entrance of the canal for respira- 
tion* From the situation of these organs, it is plain that they were 
intended by Nature to distinguish wholesome food from that which is 
nauseous. Every thing that enters into the stomach must undergo the 
scrutiny of tasting, and by it we are capable of discerning the changes 
whioh the same body undergoes in the different compositions of art, cook- 
ery, chemistry, pharmacy, &c. 

Smelling and Tasting are inseparably connected, and it is by the unna- 
tural kind of life which men commonly lead in sooiety, that these senses 
are rendered less fit to perform their natural offices. 

Through the medium of the senses we are enabled to form just and ac- 
curate notions of the operations of Nature ; and when we reflect on the 
means by which the senses are gratified, we beoome conscious of the exis- 
tence of bodies, and attend to them till they are rendered familiar objects 
of thought. 


Some thoughtt on the Human Mind . 

To understand and analize the operations of the mind, is an attempt iu 
which the most judioious may fail. All we know is, that the senses are 
the channels of communication to the mind, which is ultimately affected by 
their operation ; and when the mind, is diseased, every sense loses its 
virtue. The fabrio of the mind, as well as that of the body, is curious 
and wonderful ; the faculties of the one are adapted to their several ends 
with equal wisdom, and no less propriety, than the organs of the other.— 
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The inoonceivable wisdom of an Almighty Being is displayed in the struc- 
ture of the mind, which extends its power over every branch of science ; 
and is therefore a theme peculiarly worthy of attention. In the arts and 
sciences which have least connection with the mind, its faculties are still 
the engines which we must employ ; and the better we understand their 
nature and use, their defects and disorders, we shall apply them with the 
greater suocess. In the noblest arts, the mind is the subject upon which 
we operate. 

Wise men agree, that there is but one way to the knowledge of Nature’s 
works — the way of observation and experiment. By our constitution we 
{lave a strong propensity to trace particular facts and observations to gen- 
eral rules, and to apply those rules to account for other effects, or to direct 
us in the production of them. This procedure of the understanding is 
familiar in the common affairs of life, and is the means by which every 
real discovery in philosophy is made. 

On the mind all our knowledge must depend ; it therefore constitutes a 
proper subject for the investigation of Masons. Although by anatomical 
dissection and observation we may become acquainted with the body, it is 
by the anatomy of the mind alone we can discover its powers and princi 
pies. 

To sum up the whole of this transcendent measure of God’s bounty to 
man, we may add, that memory, imagination, taste, reasoning, moral per- 
ception, and all the active powers of the soul, present such a vast and 
boundless field for philosophical disquisition, as far exceeds human inquiry, 
and are peculiar mysteries known only to Nature and to Nature’s God, to 
whom all are indebted for their creation, preservation, and every blessing 
they enjoy. 
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THE AUTHOR’S ADDRESS 

TO THE FRATERNITY 


My dear Brethren, 

It is well known that throughout my whole life I have been, not merely 
a lover of Masonry, hut an enthusiast — a champion for the pmity of its 
forms and ceremonies — zealous for its uninterrupted prosperity — and fear- 
ful lest the world should misunderstand its references, or misinterpret its 
benevolent designs. Sensitively alive to its interests and reputation, I 
have defended it with my utmost abilities, and have mourned when tho 
misconduct of an individual brother, has given its enemies an advantage, 
and caused them to exult in an imaginary triumph. I well remember in 
my early masonic days, before I became acquainted with the true bearing 
and excellence of the institution, the bitter mortification to which I found 
myself subjected, when an expert antagonist advanced arguments against 
the Order, which I was not prepared to refute ; for the masonic literature 
of that day was circumscribed within a very narrow compass, and extended 
information on the subject of masonry was difficult of attainment. 

It is a matter of infinite gratification to me, that this unfavourable state 
#f things no longer exists, and that I have lived to a period when the fra- 
ternity have roused themselves to a sense of duty, and entertain a feeling 
that the dignity of Freemasonry requires some exertions on their part, to 
promote its popularity, and place it on a level with other scientific institu- 
tions ; and who for this great purpose, employ their talents through the 
medium of the Press, to display its utility as a benevolent Order, promot- 
ing at once the investigations of science, and the practice of every moral 
and social virtue. 

For several years I have been in the habit of receiving letters from bre- 
thren in different parts of the kingdom, who have been entrusted with the 
arrangement of any important masonic celebration, enquiring into the us- 
ages of antiquity on particular points, that the ceremonial may be con- 
ducted in strict accordance with the Constitutions of the Order. A marked 
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anxiety so uniformly displayed amongst the whole body of masons, has 
suggested the propriety of some general answers to all enquiries of this 
nature, as a measure which would not only be well received, but hailed as 
a boon by the Fraternity at large. 

For this purpose it is not to be doubted but that a Manual embracing 
legitimate information on all cases whioh can possibly arise, will be pecu- 
liarly acceptable to the W. Masters and Officers of a Lodge in particular, 
and to every brother who is desirous of becoming well versed in the usages 
and customs of tnasonry in primitive times. 

On this plan, therefore, the present little volume has been constructed. 
The information, which it contains has been carefully arranged by a com- 
parison of the rites practised by our ancient brethren, with those which are 
enjoined by the United Grand Lodge of England ; and it appears extremely 
probable that the fraternity would gladly adopt an uniformity of practice 
on points where they have hitherto been at a loss to determine whether 
ceremonies of constant recurrence are, or are not, in accordance with an- 
cient usage. 

In this enquiry the customs of foreign Lodges have not been overlooked ; 
and it is hoped that this little volume will constitute an unerring book of 
reference which cannot fail to be of incalculable service to the fraternity. 
It is almost entirely practical ; and the directions have been drawn up in 
strict conformity with the Constitutions of our own Grand Lodge ; so that 
the brethren may adopt them in full confidence that they are as Sound and 
legitimate as if they had been enjoined by authority. 

G. 0. 
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CHAPTER I. 

What is Masonry T 

“King Athelstan caused a general assembly of all masons in the realme at York, 
and there made many masons, and gave them adeepe charge for observation of such 
articles as belong to masonry, and delivered them a charter to keepe, and when his 
Assembly was gathered together he caused a cry to be made, that if any mason of 
them had a writing that did concerne masonry, or could informe the King in anything 
or matter that wanting in the said Science already delivered, that they or hee should 
deliver them to the King or write them to him : and there was some in French, 
some in Greeke, some in English, and other languages ; whereupon the king caused 
a Book to be made, which declared how the Science was first invented, and the utility 
thereof; which Book he commanded to be read and plainly declared when a man was 
to be made a mason, that he might fully understand what Articles, Rules, and Orders, 
he was obliged to observe ; and frOtn that time until this day Masonry hath been much 
respected and preserved; and divers new Articles hath been added to the sayd charge, 
by good advise and consent of the best Masons and Fellowes.”-~Ascii2iT Masonic 
Manuscript. 

The tendency of Freemasonry is sometimes mistaken, not only by the 
uninitiated, but also by many of those who bare been superficially in- 
structed in its mysteries. One consider* it to be an institution framed for 
the purposes of benevolence ; that, through its medium, the siok may be 
visited, the destitute relieved, the widow comforted, and the aged plaeed 
in a situation where want can never more afflict them. But this design, 
how amiable and praiseworthy soever it may he, is only one of the pur* 
poses of Freemasonry; and if, as this class of brethren suppose, it were 
confined to these charitable ends, it would rank merely on a level with a 
common Friendly Society, or Sick Club. Others suppose it to be connected 
with artisans and operative stonemasons ; judging from the instruments of 
mechanical craft which form the chief symbols of the order, that this must 
be its principal reference ; — while some take it for a mere oonvivial society, 
whose exclusiveness iu the selection of its members is guarded by signs 
and tokens, the payment of a heavy fine at admission, and the adoption of 
a peculiar dress. 

There are other opinions afloat, even amongst the brethren themselves ; 
some of whom frequently display snoh a frigid indifference to the pecu- 
liarity of its oonstruotion, and are so insensible to the great and apparent 
advantages which result from its complicated organisation, embracing his* 
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tory and legend, science and morals, and blending the practice of virtue 
with the enjoyment of moderate conviviality, — as to afford a reasonable 
pretext to those who are nninitated for taking no interest in the institution, 
and for repressing any desire which they might otherwise have entertained 
to “ ask that they dfight have, to seek that they might find, and to knock 
that the door of masonry might be opened to them 99 

Symbolical masonry, nnder whatever form it may be propounded, is a 
catholic institution, democratic in its form and government, and universal 
in its operation. This is demonstrable from any of the definitions of the 
order ; — from the free election of its chief magistrate and the inferior go* 
vernors of every private lodge, annually and by universal suffrage; — and 
from the reputed form, and symbolical extent of its lodges. If it were 
deprived of any of the above attributes, it would be no longer Freema- 
sonry ; and all its beneficial effects upon the mind and manners of men, 
would be scattered to the winds of heaven. That this conclusion is not 
unwarranted, we will proceed to test it by an enquiry into the nature of 
the institution, and its peculiarity of construction ; which will clearly prove 
its universality, and the free application of its principles to every inhabi- 
tant of the globe who acknowledges the Being of a God, whatever be his 
colour, religion, education, or mental qualifications. 

A consideration of the definitions of Freelbasonry which have been given 
in different ages, and by different writers, will clear the way, and form a 
preliminary step to the consideration of its general principles, and show 
in what manner they are applicable to all mankind in every age and na- 
tion. 

1. In a MS. which has the reputation of having been written by King 
Henry VI., we have this definition of masonry. “ Ytt beeth the skylle of 
nature, the understondynge of the myghte that ys hereyune, and its son- 
drye werkynges ; sonderlyche, the skylle of reckenyngs, of waightes aud 
metynges, and the true manere of faqonnynge al thynges for mannes use ; 
headlye, dwellinges, and buyldynges of alle kindes, and all other thynges 
that make gudde to manne.” And again, the same document asserts that 
the arts which have been taught to mankind by masons, are “ agriculture* 
architecture, astronomia, geometric, numeres, musics, poesie, kymistrye, 
governments, and religyonne.” 

In these definitions we find nothing of an exolusive or unapproachable 
nature ; for natural, mathematical, and mechanical knowledge, have been 
practised in every age, and by every people upon the faoe of the globe.— 
Whether we turn our eyes to the east or to the west — to India and China 
— Egypt and Greece — Scandinavia and Brittain — Mexico and Peru — the 
remote islands of Australia on the one hand, or Iceland and Spitsbergen 
on the othei^-we shall find every where traces of genius and skill of the 
highest antiquity, which excite our astonishment, and prove beyond a 
doubt, that how proud soever we may be of our progress in the above arts 


Digitized by 


Google 



BOOK or TUB L0D6B. 


645 


\ 

and sciences, ire were equalled, and io some instances surpassed, by those 
primitive nations. The monuments of India and Egypt, with those of 
what we denominate the New World, exhibit the perfection of science, and 
the triumphs of human ingenuity ; as the ruins of Herculaneum and Pom- 
peii have thrown open to our inspection the elegance and luxury of the 
Greeks and Romans at the period when these cities were destroyed by the 
fearful eruptions of Mount Vesuvius in the time of Titus, a short time af- 
ter the destruction of the temple of Jerusalem. 

Recent discoveries iu central America have made us acquainted with a 
series of facts which display the scientific acquirements of an unknown peo- 
ple, whose antiquity cannot even be conjectured. Stephens, in his “ In- 
cidents of Travel/ 1 has the following reflections in the midst of the mag- 
nificent ruins of Copan in Mexico. “ There were no associations connected 
with the place ; none of those stirring recollections which hallow Rome, 
Athens, and the world's great mistress on the Egyptian plan ; but archi- 
tecture, sculpture, and painting, all the arts which embellish life, had 
flourished in this overgrown forest ; orators, warriors, and statesmen ; 
beauty, ambition, and glory, had lived and passed away, and none knew 
that such things had been, or could tell of their past existence. Books, 
the records of knowledge, are silent on this theme. The city is desolate. 
No remnant of this race hangs round the ruins, with traditions hauded 
down from father to son, and from generation to generation. It lay before 
us like a shattered bark in the midst of the ocean ; her masts gone, her 
name effaced, her crew perished, and none to tell whence she came, to whom 
she belonged, how long on her voyage, or what caused her destruction ; her 
lost people to be traced only by some fancied resemblance in the construc- 
tion of the vessel, and perhaps never to be known at all. The place where 
we sat — -was it a citadel, from which an unknown people had sounded the 
trumpet of war ? or a temple for the worship of the god of peace ? or did 
the inhabitants worship the idols made with their own hands, and offer 
sacrifices on the stones before them ? * All was mystery ; dark, impenetra- 
ble mystery ; and every circumstance increased it. In Egypt the colossal 
skeletons of gigantic temples stand in the unwatered sands in all the naked- 
ness of desolation; — here an immense forest shrouds the ruins, hiding 
them from sight, heightening the impression and moral effect, and giving 
an intensity and almost wildness to the interest” One thing however is 
quite certain. These ruins exhibit a knowledge of the sciences, which is 
not surpassed by any nation of the ancient world. 

The arts then being of universal application — Freemasonry — which 
teaches those arts, is of universal application also; and hence cosmopoli- 
tioal 

2. The next definition of Masonry which I shall adduce in proof of the 
same proposition, was propounded at the revival of masonry by Dr. An- 
derson, the learned author of the History and Constitutions of Masonry, 
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whose opinion, in those days was considered decisive on every point con- 
nected with the order. As the former related exclusively to science, this 
is confined to morals ; and will be found equally comprehensive. “ The 
end, the moral, and purport of Masonry is, to subdue our passions, not to 
do our own will ; to make a daily progress in a laudable art, and to pro- 
mote morality, charity, good fellowship, good nature, and humanity/ 1 

I have considered this definition with great attention, and cannot find 
anything exclusive in the terms by which it is set forth. It is applicable 
to all mankind, in every situation, condition, and religion. There can be 
no exceptions to the universality of its principles ; and the virtues which 
it enjoins, may be practised by old and young of both sexes, in all nations, 
whether savage or civilised. To subdue the passions has been the universal 
aim of mankind. All have placed their hopes upon it; and hence sprang 
the first idea of the rw0t otavtov, which was inscribed on the portal of the 
heathen temples, that it might prove a stimulus to virtue, of which it was 
the first lesson, and lead to the desirable consummation in which all excel- 
lence was blended, of subduing the passions. Few attained this blessed 
serenity of mind, but Socrates was amongst the number ; for Zopyrus, an 
eminent physiognomist, having declared that he discovered in the features 
of that philosopcr evident traces of many vicious passions ; the friends of 
Socrates derided his judgment, which they declared was eminently at vari- 
ance with fact. But Socrates acknowledged his penetration ; confessing 
that he was naturally disposed to vicious indulgences, but that he had sub- 
dued his passions by reason and philosophy. 

Amongst the early Christians, many of whose names have been inscribed 
on the lists of the order, whether truly or not is immaterial to our present 
purpose, this result was frequently acquired ; of which the history of the 
persecutions affords numerous instances ; and without it the religion of 
Christ could not have been successively promulgated in the midst of dan- 
gers, and under the constant dread of bonds, imprisonment, and death. — 
Tacitus thus mentions the facts. “ Their sufferings at their execution* were 
aggravated by insult and mockery ; for some were disguised in the skins 
of wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs ; some were crucified ; and 
others were wrapped in pitob shirts, and set on fire when the day closed, 
that they might serve as lights to illuminate the night.” And Juvenal, 
to the same purport says “ they were subjected to be burned in their own 
flame and smoke, their head being held up by a stake fixed to their chin, 
till they made a long stream of hlood and melted sulphur on the ground.” 
And they endured these accumulated sufferings with a constancy that elic- 
ited the admiration even of their enemies. They had a great contempt 
for the things of this world, and cherished such strong hopes of immor- 
tality, that they surrendered themselves cheerfully to sufferings, and de- 
spised death under whatever fearful form it might be presented to them. 

Here then we have a clear proof that the early Christians practised the 
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moral definition of Masonry. They subdued their passions ; did not their 
own will ; made a daily progress in a laudable art ; and practised morality, 
charity, goodnature, and humanity. 

If we turn to the savages of the east or the west, we shall find the same 
general principle exemplified ; — they attained such a mastery over their pas- 
sions under circumstances the most distressing, that when the fortune of 
war placed them in the hands of their enemies, they despised torment and 
courted death ; and instead of trying to conciliate their persecutors, they 
taunted them with their own performances, and dared them to proceed to 
the utmost extremity of inflicting pain ; dying at length with a song hi 
their mouth, and joy and peacefulness in their hearts. 

So extensive was the operation of Masonic principles, even in the absence 
of Masonry itself ; and so boundless was the influence of those peculiar 
virtues which it recommends and enforces, that their operation may justly 
be pronounced to be universal in extent, and consequently unlimited in its 
practice. 

3. The next definition we meet with was promulgated about the middle 
of the 18th century. It is peculiarly cosmopolitioal, and requires no ex- 
planation to point out its universal tendency. “ Masonry is a science con- 
fined to no particular country, but extends over the whole terrestrial globe. 
Wherever arts flourish, there it flourishes also. Add to this, that by secret 
and inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity, it becomes 
an universal language. Hence many advantages are gained ; the distant 
Chinese, the wild Arab, the American savage, will embrace a brother Briton, 
and know, that besides the common ties of humanity, there is still a 
stronger obligation to induce him to kind and friendly offices. 1 ’ 

4. “ Freemasonry is a benevolent order, instituted by virtuous men, for 
the praiseworthy purpose of spreading the blessings of morality and science 
amongst all ranks and descriptions of men.” 

5. “ Freemasonry is the grand and universal science which includes all 
o theft, but having a more immediate reference to those branches which 
teach us a knowledge of ourselves, and our duty to others.” 

These definitions of Masonry convey the same truth, that its purposes 
are benevolent, and being spread over the whole universe, operate, without 
respect of persons to make men happy in this world, with the hope of hav- 
ing it increased in the world to come. Like the former definitions, they 
refer, not only to the inhabitants living in the 19th century, wheresoever 
dispersed under the wide and lofty canopy of heaven, but to all nations, 
kindreds, and people, from the formation of the world. In this respect it 
is like Christianity, which is also a cosmopolite institution, comprehending 
all mankind in one fold under one shepherd, and embracing them in the 
universal scheme of unlimited redemption. There never was any nation 
under heaven, how savage soever its inhabitants might be, who had not 
gome notion of a Supreme Being, and a future state of existence. Their 
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. opinions were often fanciful, and frequently erroneous, but none were buried 
in a gloomy atheism. Each had its scale of virtue which was reputed to 
translate them to the good spirit after death. 

Amongst the principal nations of the earth, a peculiar institution was in 
. existence which promised eternal happiness in Elysium to all who were in- 
itiated into its mysteries; while the deepest and most painful caverns of 
Tartarus were allotted to the atheist, and the despiser of these celebra- 
tions. Thus Cicero asserts that it is by the influence of the Mysteries that 
mankind are drawn from a savage life, and modelled by humanity. Hence 
they are called Initia r because they are the beginnings of a life of reason 
and virtue ; and men receive from them a superior degree of happiness 
here, with the promise of a better life hereafter. And Plato says to the 
same effect. ‘ 1 In my opinion the institutora of the Mysteries were well 
acquainted with the manners and dispositions of men ; for in these rites 
the aspirants were taught that those who died without being initiated, 
would for ever stick fast in the mud and filth of Tartarus ; whilst those 
who were purified by initiation, should, after death, be advanced to the 
habitations of the celestial deities.” 

In these extracts we find principles enunciated which correspond in a 
great measure with the above definitions of Freemasonry ; and show that 
similar ideas existed, and produced the same conclusions in every age and 
nation of the world ; for the preoepts of our noble order have been ad- 
mitted throughout all time, as the best calculated to produce human hap- 
piness here, and lead to a more perfected and ineffable bliss hereafter. The 
patriarchs practised it, and founded their dearest hopes upon it. The Jews 
professed it, although they did not in practice conform to its diotates, as 
may be instanced in the case of the woman taken in adultery. “ Her 
crime was manifest,” says Dean Kirwan, “ and her punishment exactly 
laid down in the law ; yet it filled the just soul of the Redeemer with in- 
dignation, to see men so criminal as the Pharasees, the slaves of every pas- 
sion, under the mask of extraordinary seal, standing forward with clamour 
and eagerness, to avenge the violated law ; he therefore answered them in 
a way not to palliate the offence, but which strictly conveyed the indispen- 
sable concomitant of true seal, — Let the man who is without sin amongst 
yon cast the first stone at this unfortunate woman !” A decision too pointed 
not to have a most apt and a most humiliating effect ; for, as the Evange- 
list reports, “ they retired one after another silent and confounded.” 

Even the heathen enlogised the beauty of virtue, although they misap- 
plied the term, and believed it to consist in practices which revelation con- 
demns in the strongest terms. “ Disciplines,” says Hippodamus the Py- 
thagorean, “ are the sources of erudition, and cause the desires to be im- 
pelled to virtue. But the laws, partly detaining by fear, repel men from 
the commission of crimes, and partly alluring by honours and gifts, excite 
them to virtue. And manners and studies fashion the soul like wax, and 
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through their continued energy impress in it propensities that become, as 
it were, natural It is necessary, however, that these three should have an 
arrangement in conjunction with the beautiful, the useful, and the just; and 
that each of these three should, if possible, have all these for its final inten- 
tion ; but if not all of them, it should at least have two or one of them as 
the mark at whioh it aims, in order that disciplines, manners and laics, 
may be beautiful, just, and advantageous. 11 

This reasoning is purely masonic ; but if we refer to the lives of those 
to whom this man preached, we shall find them replete with conduct which 
is in direct opposition to the precepts, because they mistook the meaning 
of the word virtue, and classed on an equality with it, many unsocial, sel- 
fish, and fiend-like passions. How different are the conclusions of our 
glorious science, which centre all the benevolent affections of the mind in 
charity and Brotherly Love. In the words of one who was not a Mason 
by initiation, but was truly a brother iu his heart, “ how perfective of hu- 
man nature and human happiness that system is, which, even in the face 
of an enemy, observes a brother ; whioh is one continued line of exhorta- 
tion to unbounded benevolence, and whose illustrious founder has declared, 
that its professors should be known and immortalized by that one senti- 
ment alone ; thus pointing out the means of beginning our heaven upon 
earth, and antedating here below the joys and tranquility of the blessed/’ 

6. “ Speculative Masonry is so far interwoven with religion, as to lay us 
under the strongest obligations to pay that rational homage to the deity, 
which at once constitutes our duty and our happiness. It leads the con- 
templative to view with reverence and admiration the glorious works of 
creation and inspires them with the most exalted ideas of the perfections 
of the Divine Creator.” 

Here we have a direct assertion of the universality of Masonry, for the 
precept is applicable to all people that ever existed, or that ever shall exist 
4broughout the whole course of time. The homage which is due from the 
creature to the Creator is a natural feeling, implanted in the heart bj the 
deity himself, and existing with the most barbarous as well as the 
most enlightened people. None, who saw the course of the sun by day, 
the moon and the stars by night, the growth of vegetables, summer and win- 
ter, seedtime and harvest, could be ignorant of the existence of some su- 
perintending phenomena every thing preserving the most perfect order 
and regularity ; for the most barbarous and savage people — possessing but 
a single spark of reason— could not be induced to believe that the sun and 
the moon oocupied their places by chance, that by the effect of accident 
the trees put out their buds at one season of the year, the blossoms and 
leaves at another, which ripened into fruit in a third, and were cast aside 
in a fourth, because they were useless in an inclement winter. Even Aris- 
totle, who, if not an absolute atheist, was on the very verge of it, could 
say, 11 that to believe the gods to be the first beings, is a divine truth ; and 
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that, though arts and sciences have probably been often lost and revived, 
yet this opinion has been preserved as a relic to this very time.” 

There is an excellent passage to the same effect in & writing of the last 
century, which is worth preserving. u The judgment that every wicked 
man necessarily and immediately makes concerning any unjust act of an- 
other, by which he himself happens to suffer, will for ever convict him of 
knowing well that difference of moral good and evil, which he is not will- 
ing to make the rule of his own behaviour. This is what the Apostle calls 
the law written in men’s hearts, by which they are a law unto themselves, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile 
accusing or excusing one another ; therefore it is certaiu men are naturally 
conscious of the difference of good and evil, and of the consequent desert 
of their own actions. It is natural for them to apprehend that this judg- 
ment of their own consciences is the judgment that God also passes upon 
them ; and the scripture very clearly affirms that it is so.” 

From such arguments we deduce the universal application of the defini- 
tions of Masonry under our present notice, in proof of the fact that the 
order is cosmopolitical. 

7. “ The zeal of Masons in the acquisition of knowledge is bounded by 
no space, since they travel from east to west in its pursuit; and the prin- 
ciples which actuate them are highly conducive to morality ; viz., the at- 
tempt to rule and govern the passions, and to keep a tongue of good re- 
port, that where candour cannot commend, silence will, at least, avoid re- 
proach.” 

8. “ The Masonic system exhibits a stupendous and beautiful fabric, 
founded on universal piety, unfolding its gates to receive, without preju- 
dice or discrimination, the worthy professors of every description of gen- 
uine religion ; concentrating, as it were, into one body, their just tenets, 
unincumbered by the disputable peculiarities of all sects and persuasions.” 

These definitions need no comment. The reference which they contain 
to universality, to the application of Masonry by all religious sects, and 
the professors of every mode of faith who practice genuine religion in its 
purity, are too evident to be denied, and too plaiu to admit of dubitation 
or dispute. They exhibit a beautiful picture of the genius of Masonry 
opening wide her arms of benevolence to receive the children of men ; like 
the Saviour of mankind inviting his creatures to accept the salvation which 
be freely offers without money and without price. 11 Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and you 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” # And his benevolent intentions are confirmed by St. Patil in bis 
cosmopolite assertion that “ there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

•Mat xi 28, to end. 
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bond nor free, there is neither male nor female ; for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.”* And again, with more universality of application in an- 
other place, 44 there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircum- 
cision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free ; but Christ is all and in all.”f 

9. 44 Masonry is a beautiful system of morality, roiled in allegory, and 
illustrated by symbols.” 

This illustration, when divested of its first member, is peculiarly appli- 
cable to all those remarkable institutions which prevailed amongst heathen 
nations, and were denominated Mysteries, but are now called the Spurious 
Freemasonry, it is true, they eulogised morality in pompous language, 
but practised it not ; or more correctly speaking, understood it not. Ovid 
affirms, 


Ingenuas didicisse fid el iter ortos f 
Emollit mores, nee sink esse foros; 

a sentiment which is extremely apposite, and embodies an attribute of Ma- 
sonry ; for by the study of the sciences, our order asserts that we acquire 
a propensity to benevolence, and a desire to be useful to our fellow crea- 
tures. Horace, however, excludes morality from the practice of his 44 good 
man,” confines it to obedience to the laws of our country, Vir bonus est 
quis 1 Qui consults patrum, qui leges juraque servat. 

Charondas, the C&tanman philosopher, thus recommends morality. — 
44 Wanton insolence and injustice are the attendants of shamelessness and 
impudence. And destruction follows these. Let, however, no one be im- 
pudent, but let every one be modest and temperate ; because he will thus 
have the gods propitious to him, and will procure for himself salvation. — 
For no vicious man is dear to divinity. Let every one likewise honour 
probity and truth, and hate what is base and false ; for these are the indi- 
cations of virtue and viee.” 

It will be unnecessary to multiply instances of the love of virtue amongst 
the heathen in theory — that fact is notorious. But the fate of their best 
and most virtuous men will show the kind of estimation in which their 
moral harangues were held by the people. Pythagoras was slain. As he 
sat in council with his friends in the house of Milo, it was set on fire by 
some one out of envy because he had been refused admission. Pythagoras 
made his escape, # for the envious man had vowed to take away his life ; and 
having procured the assistance of a few unworthy men the philosopher was 
hotly pursued. Coming to a place full of beans, he stopped short saying, 
44 it is better to be taken than to tread amongst the beans ; it is better to 
be killed than to speak,” and his pursuers accordingly slew him. In a 
similar manner most of his disoiples lost their lives. Aristides was ban- 
ished from his country out of envy, because by his upright and virtuous 

• Gal. iii. 28. 

t Col. iii. 11. 
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conduct he had acquired the appellation of “ the Just." Aloibianes was 
killed by a faction ; Socrates was put to death for his virtues ; and it was 
at all times dangerous for any one to be celebrated for his benevolenoe, 
justice, or kindness to the poor. 

If we take a view of the heathen morality through the medium of its 
public institutions, we shall not enjoy a more favourable picture of its 
operation. Law and religion were equally sanguinary ; and a benevolent 
feeling towards those miserable beings who filled the laborious situations 
of life, would have been considered the extremity of weakness and folly. 
“ They showed no mercy to the widow, did no good to the fatherless, nor 
helped any man in his distress. 11 * To accomplish a favourite object, hu- 
man life was sacrificed freely and without compunction or regret, as Pharaoh 
Necho sacrificed 120,000 men in a fruitless attempt to cut a channel from 
the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. 

And if we refer to morality in a national point of view, the result will 
be exactly the same. Philosophers and hierophants gave public disserta- 
tions in praise of virtue, while they practised in private the most unbound- 
ed licentiousness. The morality of the pagans in India may be estimated 
from the Bayaderes or dancing girls, who were the property of the priests ; 
and the public worship of the Liogam ; — that of Greece and Rome by the 
excesses of the Dionysiaca, and the prostitution of virgins in the temple 
of Mylitta ; — while the nations of northern Europe and America were ad- 
dicted to the sacrifice of human victims, and believed the practice to be a 
service well pleasing to God. 

It is evident, therefore, that if wc wonld apply the last definition to the 
ages which were past at the advent of Christ ; we must reject the first 
member of the sentence, and leave out the allusion to morality. Its prac- 
tice is indeed cosmopolite, and it was landed amongst every description of 
people, but its object was mistaken, and consequently true morality — the 
love of God and of our neighbour, and the practice of every moral and 
social virtue — was unknown. But the remainder of the definition applies 
with great propriety to the ancient mysteries of every country in the world, 
which were truly veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols. The for- 
mer consisted in a description of the reputed death of a celebrated indi- 
vidual who was indifferently named Osiris, or Bacchus, or Adonis, or its 
equivalent in every other nation ; with the ceremony of discovering the 
lost remains, and raising them to a more decent interment. The same 
legend with precisely the same reference, formed the basis of the Spurious 
Freemasonry, in every qnarter of the globe. 

10. The following, with which I conclude this portion of the subject, 
can scarcely be termed a definition of Masonry. It is rather a general ad- 
monition respecting the practice of religion, which has been introduced 

• Baruch vi. 37, 38. 
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into the ancient charges for the express purpose of showing the cosmopo- 
lifcical nature of the institution. “ In ancient times the Christian Masons 
were charged to comply with the Christian usages of each ooun try where 
they tra relied and worked ; but Masonry being found in all nations, even 
of divers religions, they are now only charged to adhere to that religion in 
which all men agree (leaving each brother to his own particular opinions) 
by whatever names, religions, or persuasions they may be distinguished ; 
for they all agree in the three great articles Noah, enough to preserve the 
cement of the lodge* Thus Masonry is the centre of their union, and the 
happy means of conciliating persons that otherwise must have remained at 
a perpetual distance.” 

This latitndinarion principle is well adapted to a society which is con 
sidered to be universal. It is expressed in such general terms as to be no 
burden upon any man’s conscience, because it meddles with no system of 
religion, and leaves every member at full liberty to follow that way of faith 
in which he had been educated.' 

The modern lectures have rather encroached upon this universal princi 
pie by the introduction of subjects which bear a direct and exclusive refer 
en?e to Christianity. The historical Landmarks of Masonry, as laid down 
in the lectures whioh are enjoined by authority in the 19th oentury, are, 
many of them, types of the ehristiau religion ; and they cannot be other* 
wise explained. And in a Christian Lodge, they either refer to Christian* 
ity or nothing. In a Jewish Lodge, our Hebrew brethren would inteiv 
pret them differently, if they form a portion of their lectures, which is 
somewhat doubtful ; and we are quite certain that in a Turkish Lodge they 
would be carefully excluded. It is clear therefore that the leotures of 
Masonry are arbitrary j and, with the exception of a few determinate Load* 
marks, vary essentially in different countries ) being constituted in such a 
manner as to agree with the peculiar habits and belief of the fraternity 
who use them ; that the introduction of no startling facts or unacceptable 
doctrines, may cause disputes or divisions to arise amongst a brotherhood 
who profess to be cemented by the indissoluble chain of Brotherly Love. 

The cosmopolitioal construction of Masonry may be also verified by the 
reputed extent of the Lodge, whioh in length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height, is a representation of the universe as the temple of the living God* 
Thus the Lectures of Masonry teaeh that “the universe is the temple of 
the deity whom we serve ; — wisdom, strength, and beauty are about his 
throne as the pillars of his work ; for his wisdom is infinite, his strength 
is omnipotent, and beanty shines forth through all creation in symmetry 
and order ; he hath stretched forth the heavens as a canopy, and the earth 
he planted as his footstool ; the canopy of his temple is crowned with stars 
as with a diadem ; the sun and moon are messengers of his will, and all 
his law is concord.” 

In this quotation from the old lectures of Masonry we find that a Ma- 
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son’s Lodge is a symbol of the universe, which is the magnificent temple 
of the deity, or the centre of the divine circle. But where is the circum- 
ference ? This we are totally ignorant of. The centre however is suffi- 
cient for 'Our present purpose, for it fills all known space, and extends 
throughout extent. The centre of the Almighty circle which the deity 
alone can fill, occupies millions upon millions of miles, farther than the 
human eye can reach, with all the assistance which the most improved in- 
struments are able to afford. Sir John Hersohel, in his lt Essay on the 
power of the Telescope to penetrate into Spaoe,” a quality distinct from 
the magnifying power, informs us that there are stars so infinitely remote 
as to be situated at the distance of twelve millions of millions of millions 
of miles from our earth ; so that light, which travels with a velocity of 
twelve millions of miles in a minute, would require two millions of years 
for its transit from those distant orbs to our own, while the astronomer, who 
should record the aspect or mutation of such a star, would not be relating 
its history at the present day, but that which took place two millions of 
years gone by. 

So universal is Masonry. All mankind are creatures of the same Goa, 
and equally the objects of his care. He makes his Sun to shine upon the 
evil and the good alike, and sendeth rain on the just and unjust, for there 
is no respect of persons with him. Thus also in Freemasonry “ a king i* 
reminded that though a crown may adorn his head and a sceptre his hand, 
the blood in his veins is derived from the common parent of mankind, and 
is no better than that of his meanest subject. The statesmen, the senator, 
and tho artist, are there taught that, equally with others, they are by na- 
ture exposed to infirmity and disease ; and that an unforseen misfortune ora 
disordered frame, may impair their faculties, and level them with the most 
ignorant of their species. Men of inferior talents, who are not placed by 
fortune in such exalted stations, are instructed by Masonry to regard their 
superiors with respect, when they behold them voluntarily divested of the 
trappings of external grandeur, and condescending, in a badge of inno- 
cence and bond of friendship, to trace wisdom and to follow virtue, as- 
sisted by those who are of a rank beneath them. Virtue is true nobility, 
and wisdom is the channel. Wisdom and Virtue alone, mark distinction 
amongst Masons.” 

From all these arguments and demonstrations we conclude that Masonry 
is an institution which is applicable to all mankind, in all agos and con- 
ditions of humanity ; and its construction is so perfect, that, although it 
has been strictly scrutinized, by enemies as well as friends, yet, notwith- 
standing the existence of a few anomalies, from which no human estab- 
lishment is free, no material flaw has hitherto been found, of sufficient im- 
portance to endanger its existence. It has outlived the envy of its oppo- 
nents, and gathered strength from every hostile attack. In some countries 
Church and State have been arrayed against it without effect 5— -dema- 
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gogues and adventurers have endeavoured to obscure its purity by heaping 
upon it every kind of absurd innovation ; but their respective systems, 
after an ephemeral existence have sunk, one after another, into merited ob» 
livion, leaving Freemasonry to enjoy its triumph ; — seceders have threat- 
ened to betray its secrets, but all their attempts have signally failed. The 
order being based on Brotherly Love and Charity, is imperishable. “ Ma- 
sonic secresy,” says brother Blanchard, a learned transatlantic Mason, “ is 
a mysterious thing — it has never been divulged. The most tattling man, 
if he be a Mason, keeps the secret. There is no risk of him. Enrage, dis- 
cipline, expel — he never tells ! Mad, drunk, or crazy — he never tells ! 
Does he talk in his sleep t It is not about Masonry. Bribe him in his 
wants — tempt him in his pleasures — threaten him, or torture him, he will 
endure being a martyr, but — he never tells !” All that have opposed its 
progress have shared the same fate, being met by the obloquy and derision 
of mankind. 


CHAPTER II. 

The Lodge. 

The secunde artycul of good Masonry, 

As ye mowe hyt here hyr specyaly, 

That every mayster, that ys a Mason, 

Most ben at the generale congregacyon. 

Where that the semble schal be holde j 
And to that semble he most nede gon, 

But we have a resenabul skwsacyon, 

Or but he be unboxom to that craft, 

Or with falasehed ys over-raft, 

Or ellus sekenes hath hym so stronge, 

That he may not come hem amonge ; 

That ys a skwsacyon, good and abulle. 

To that semble withoute fabulle. 

Akciktt Masonic Mancschipt. 

I have often, admired the observation of Plutarch, when treating on 
mental tranquility. “ That saying of Diogenes,” he remarks, “ extreme- 
ly pleaseth me, who, seeing some person dressed very neatly to attend a 
public entertainment, asked him whether every day was not a festival of a 
good man ? And certainly, that which makes it more splendid is — so- 
briety. For the world is a spacious and beautiful temple, which a man is 
broughtsinto as soon as he is born, not to be a dull spectator of the works 
of art ; but things of a more sublime nature, which have the principles of 
life and motion in themselves ; such as the sun, moon, and stars ; rivers, 
which are constantly supplied with fresh accessions of water ; and the 
earth, which with the indulgence of a tender mother, suckels the plants, 
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and nourishes her sensitive creatures. If liffe therefore is the most perfect 
institution to which we are introduced, it is bat just that it should bo 
passed in cheerfulness and tranquility/* 

In like manner, when a candidate is first introduced into a Lodge, which 
is a lively type of the world, he must not be an inattentive spectator, if ho 
desires to reap any benefits from his initiation. He must, “ read mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest,” all he sees, for everything which is visibly 
displayed before his eyes is invested with a moral signification, that may 
be beneficially applied to some useful purpose of civil, social, or religious 
life. The lessons of virtue which arc drawn from these sensible objects 
are of the utmost value, because they are applicable to all views and cir* 
cumstances ; and they are extremely pleasing and attractive, because they 
are dictated in a spirit of kindness and cheerful benevolence. 

The earliest description of a Lodge that I have met with explains it as 
being “ just and perfect by the number 3, 5, and 7.” This was subse- 
quently exemplified in the following prescribed form. “ A lodge of Ma- 
sons is an assemblage of brothers and fellows met together for the pur* 
pose of expatiating on the mysteries of the craft; with the Bible, Square, 
and Compasses, the Pook of Constitutions, and the Warrant empowering 
them to act.” In the formula used in the present day a further amplifi- 
cation has been adopted. It is here denominated “ an assembly of Ma- 
sons, just, perfect, aud regular, who are met together to expatiate on the 
mysteries of the order ',—jntt, because it contains the volume of the Sacred 
Law unfolded ; — •perfidy from its numbers, every order of Masonry being 
virtually present by its representatives, to ratify and confirm its proceed- 
ings and regular , from its warrant of constitution, which implies the 
sanction of the Grand Master for the country where the Lodge is held/’ 
Some distinguish between the Charter, Warrant, and Constitutions, which 
indicate the regularity of a Lodge ; the first includes the sanction of the 
mysteries, forms, and ceremonies enjoined by the laws of the country 
where the Lodge is assembled ; — the second is the ancient and lawful au- 
thority of the Grand Master ; — and the third is the sanction of the Grand 
Lodge. In the middle of the l^st century the Lodge was discribed as “a 
representation of the world, in which, from the wonders of nature, we are 
led to contemplate the Great Original, and worship him for his mighty 
works ; and for the same reason we are also moved to exercise those moral 
and social virtues which are incumbent on mankind as the servants of the 
Great Architect of the Universe, in whose form they were created.” 

The above definitions combined will show that a Lodge of Mafcons is a 
school for the practice of science and good manners; and a mioroeoem, or 
representation of the universe. From a principle of piety to the Most High, 
its pursuits lead to a knowledge of virtue both moral and social, and the 
exercise of those courtesies which produce confidence and mutual esteem 
betwixt man and man. In form and extent it is an oblong square ; its 
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length reaching from east to west, its breadth from north to south, its 
height, according to the most anoient definition, “ inches, feet, and yards 
innumerable, extending to the heavens and its depth “ to the oentre of 
the earth which, in a globe or sphere, is the greatest extent that can be 
imagined. This universality was symbolised by the Theosophical Masons 
of the last century, as the u Heart of God in the centre of a cross, signi- 
fying the trinity in a globular Rainbow, wherein the re<7, signifies the 
Father’s property in 'the glance of fire ; ydlow the Son’s lustre and ma- 
jesty ; blue, the substantiality ; the dusky brown, the kingdom of dark- 
ness. On such a Rainbow will Christ sit to judge ; and thus is he undi- 
vided every where, and in that man who is born of God, is the whole un- 
divided Heart of God, the Son of man, sitting in the circle of his life upon 
the Rainbow at the right hand of God ; for that man is Christ’s member, 
his body, his brother, his flesh, his spirit ; — power, majesty, heaven, para- 
dise, elemental stars, earth and all, is that man’s who in Christ is above 
hell and devils, though his earthly life be under heaven, stars, elements, 
hell and devils/’ 

The Lodge stands u on holy ground having been consecrated by three 
offerings on the spot where Solomon’s temple was erected; all of which 
were distinguished by the visible appearance of the Angel Lord of the 
Covenant — Jehovah — the Messiah, or Christ, as types of his presence on 
the same mountain to work out human salvation by his death upon the 
cross. It is placed, according to the testimony of the old York Lectures, 
4t on the highest hill or in the lowest vale ; in the valley of Jehoshaphat or 
any other secret place that if a cowan, or intrusive listener should ap- 
pear, the Tyler might announce the fact by the usual report ; and the 
Master, being thus cautioned, the business of the Lodge might be sus- 
pended till enquiry were made into the causes of the interruption ; and in 
case of actual danger, the Jewels might be put by, the Lodge closed, and 
the brethren dismissed to their respective homes. This exclusive princi- 
ple was used by the Essenes and the early Christians in times of hot perse- 
cution, when they were reduced to the alternative of either abandoning 
their religion, or celebrating its rites in secret crypts and caverns. The 
same custom was resorted to by the Freemasons in the middle ages, but 
with a different purpose. Their design was not to practice forbidden rites, 
but to guard the secrets of their art from the knowledge of the profane ; 
and it is well known that in the earliest era of the Masonic establishment, 
a geometrical figure, or canon, was adopted in all sacred buildings, which 
had an import hidden from the vulgar. It was called the Vesica Piscis; 
and had a decided reference to the christain religion, and also an equal an- 
alogy with other mysteries professed by the first society of Masons.* For 
the purposes of these meetings, crypts and secret conclaves were construct- 
ed, where the Lodges were always held. 

• Dal la way. Archit. p. 418 . 
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The pavement of a Lodge is mosaic — the opus Greoanicum of the an 
cients — skirted with the “ indented Tarsell,” or tesselated border. These 
little lozenge-like tessarae, being alternately white and black, refer to the 
quick recurrence of pleasure and pain, happiness and misery, by which 
this life is diversified ; the white squares representing virtue and happiness, 
and the black ones vice and misery. Indeed the designs of Providence 
could scarcely be accomplished in the absence of such a wise dispensation. 
The nature of man is so very imperfect, that uninterrupted ease and enjoy- 
ment would introduce presumption and impiety, and terminate in destruc- 
tion. It was from such considerations as these that our Royal Grand Mas- 
ter confessed, “ It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might 
learn the statutes of the Lord.” Affliction and pain are sent to us as 
friends and correctors ; for “ whom God loveth he chasteneth.” In a word, 
without affliction we should never become master of that valuable Masonic 
precept which teaches us tp know ourselves, and to do to others as we 
would have them do to us. 

The equal distribution of the tesserae in our Mosaic pavement would 
seem to imply that virtue and vice are equally spread over the face of the 
earth. A moral writer of the last century however disputes the fact, and 
I am inclined to agree with him. He says, whatever be the sum of misery 
in the world, there is a much larger sum of happiness. The weather is 
sometimes foul ; but it is oftener fair. Storms and hurricanes are frequent; 
but calms are more common. There is some sickness ; but there is more 
health. There is some pain ; but there is more ease. There is some 
mourning ; but there is more joy. There is complezional depression that 
asks — wherefore is light given to him that is in misery ? — but it bears no 
proportion to the native cheerfulness which is open to the agreeable im- 
pressions of surrounding nature. Multitudes have been crushed under the 
foot of cruelty ; but greater multitudes have remained unmolested by the 
oppressor. Many have perished with hunger and nakedness ; but more 
have been supplied with food and raiment. If we thus survey the che- 
quered face of human life at large, we shall find its bright spaces more 
numerous than its shadows.” 

This conclusion has been formed under the influence of Christianity. — 
Other religions entertain a more melancholy view of the state of human 
nature. 11 1 have heard,” says Lane, 41 “ Arabs oonfess that their nation 
possesses nine-tenths of the envy that exists among all mankind collec- 
tively. Ibn Abbas assigns nine-tenths of the intrigue or artifice that ex- 
ists in the world to the Copts; nine-tenths of the perfidy to the Jews; 
nine-tenths of the stupidity to the Maghrabees ; nine-tenths of the hard- 
ness to the Turks ; and nine- tenths of the bravery to the Arabs. Accord- 
ing to Kaab El-Ahbar, reason and sedition are most peculiar to Syria ; 
plenty and dagradation to Egypt ; and misery and health to the Desert.” 

• Arabian Nights, vol. I. p. 125. 
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Freemasonry teaches her children, through the mediam of the symbolic 
4&1 floor of the Lodge, to observe the diversity of objects which beautify 
and adorn the creation, the animate os well as the inanimate parts thereof. 
The Blazing Star in the centre, refers us to that grand luminary the Sun, 
which enlightens the earth by its benign influence, and dispenses its bles- 
sings to mankind in general; giving light, life, and motion, to all things 
here below. The indented Tarsel, or tesselated border, refers to the planets 
in their several revolutions, which form a beautiful skirtwork round the 
Sun, as the other does to the pavement of a Mason’s Lodge. 

. The ornamental crown of the Lodge is its cloudy canopy, which is acces- 
sible by a series of steps called the Ladder of Jacob, that reaches to the 
heavens, and rests on the volume of the sacred law ; because, by the doc- 
trines contained in that holy book, we are taught to believe in the wise 
dispensations of Providence ; which belief strengthens our faith and en- 
ables us to asoend ^he first step. This naturally creates in us a hope of be- 
coming partakers of the promises therein recorded ; which hope enables us 
to ascend the second step. But the third and last being charity , compre- 
hends the whole, and the Mason who is possessed of that virtue in the 
amplest sense, may justly be deemed to have attained the summit of his 
profession ; figuratively speaking to an ethereal mansion veiled from mor- 
tal eye by the starry firmament, and emblematically depicted in a Mason’s 
Lodge by seven stars, which have an allusion to as many worthy brethren, 
regularly initiated, passed, and raised, without which number no Lodge is 
esteemed perfect, nor can any gentleman be legally initiated into Masonry 
within its walls. 

The altar of the Lodge is a pedestal in the form of a double cube, on 
which is displayed the holy bible to confer upon it the attribute of justice. 
And why is the open bible said to be the emblem of justice ? I answer 
in the expressive words of an eloquent writer, because there is no other 
virtue of such absolute importance and essential necessity to the welfare 
of society. Let all the debts of justice be universally discharged ; let 
every man be just to himself and to all others; let him endeavour, by the 
exercise of industry and economy, to provide for his own wants, and pre- 
vent himself from becoming a burden upon society, and abstain, in the 
pursuit of his own subsistence, from evezy thing injurious to the interests 
of others ; let every one render unto all their due — that property which 
he is obliged by the laws of the land or by those of honourable equity, to 
pay them ; that candour and open dealing to which they have a right, in 
all his commercial intercourse with them ; that portion of good report to 
which their merit entitles them ; with that decent respect and quiet sub- 
mission which their rightful civil authority demands. If justice were thus 
universally done, there would be little left for mercy to do. The universal 
discharge of this one duty would produce, in human life, a picture of hap- 
piness that would content the eye of charity. Generosity w mid have only 
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to spread a heightening colour over, and breathe a richer spirit into the 
piece. The acts of Justice are the pillars of society ; if they stand firm f 
undefaced, and fair, charity will have only to beautify the capitals of the 
eternal columns, and lend a little ornament to the well supported fabric. — 
Let mankind be left to themselves without molestation ; to the unimpeded 
operations of their own powers ; to the goodness of nature and of God ; 
and pity will have few tears to shed ; friendship few words of comfort to 
utter ; and beneficence but few offices of relief to perform. 

The fixed lights of the Lodge were formerly represented by “ three win* 
dows supposed to be in every room where a Lodge is held ; referring to 
the cardinal points of the compass, according to the antique rules of Ma- 
sonry.” There was one in the East, another in the West, and another in 
the South, to light the men to, at, and from labour ; but there was none 
in the North, because the sun darts no rays from thence. These consti- 
tute the symbolical situations of the three chief officerl. Hence our trans* 
atlantio brethren affirm that 11 a Lodge is, or ought to be a true representa* 
tion of king Solomon’s temple, which was situated North of the ecliptic ; 
the sun and moon therefore, darting their rays from the South, no light 
was to be expected from the North ; we therefore, Masonically, term the 
north a plaoe of darkness.” The W. Master’s place is in the East ; to 
call the brethren to labour ; the J. W. is placed in the South, to cheer and 
encourage them at their work; and the S. W. in the 'West, to dismiss 
them from their daily toil. And the Lodge was so constructed that if a 
cowan was caught listening or prying into the business of Masonry, he was 
punished by " being placed under the eaves in rainy weather, to remain 
exposed to the droppings till the water ran in at his shoulders, and out at 
his heels.”* 

The above description of a Mason’s Lodge will be found to embrace a 
perfect picture of the universe, both in its attributes and its extent. The 
sun governs the day, the moon the night, and the stars illuminate the 
spangled canopy of heaven ; while the earth is spread with a carpet of na- 
tural mosaic work, beautiful to the eye, and administering to the necessi- 
ties of man. The hills are adorned with flocks and herds ; the valleys 
stand thick with golden grain ; the parterres of nature are covered with 
fragrant flowers and nutritive herbage. “ He watereth the hills from above ; 
the earth is filled with the fruit of his works. He bringeth forth grass 
for the cattle ; and green herb for the service of men ; that he may bring 
food out of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and 
oil to make him a cheerful countenanco, and bread to strengthen man’s 
heart.”f The ocean flows round it as a beautiful skirtwork or tesseiated 
border, not merely as an ornament, but as a medium of communication 
between distant countries, and a gigantic reservoir for the production of 

• Old Lectures. 

t Psalms civ. 13, 14, IS. 
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food, “ wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great. 
beasts. 1 ’ The cloudy canopy is a symbol of heaven, and the steps which 
lead to it are the innumerable emenations from the three Theological vir- 
tues, Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

CHAPTER III. 

The Ritual of Building . 

Every towere bretered was so clene 
Of chose stone, that were far asnndre ; 

The workmen have with fell and Sterne visages 
Of riche entayle 

Wrought out of stone, and never like to fail, 

And on each turrettwere raised up figures 
Of savage beasts. 

Lidgatx. 

Such is the design and such the uses of a Mason’s Lodge. But before 
it arrives at this perfection, many preliminary ceremonies are necessary. — 
If an oblong building be erected for the purposes of a barn or warehouse, 
it never changes its character, but remains a barn or warehouse to the ehd 
of its days. But if the same edifice be constructed for a Mason’s Lodge, 
the rites of building, dedication, and consecration, convey to it a higher 
destiny. It then becomes a place where science is taught, and the pre- 
cepts of morality and virtue are unfolded ; and by the influence of its 
ornaments, furniture, and jewels, it acquires a solemnity of character, and 
a devotion of purpose, that excite veneration, and give it an aspect of 
holiness even in the opinion of the most casual visitor, who, though not 
a Mason, may be incited by curiosity to inspect its internal arrangements, 
and speculate upon the uses of the various symbols and regalia which are 
disposed with such order and regularity within its walls. 

Freemasonry is an institution of ceremonies. Every point, part, and 
secret which it contains, is hedged about with forms that preserve it from 
the prying eyes of the uninitiated on the one hand, and from deterioration 
in its transmission from age to age amongst ourselves, on the other. This 
attachment to ceremonial observances is by no means either singular or of 
modern invention. Their use was dictated by the divine example at the 
creation sanctioned on the same authority, by the practice of the patri- 
archs, and the elaborate ordinances of the Jewish church ; and at length 
introduced into Christianity by the command ol its founder, and the pre- 
cepts and admonitions of his holy Apostles. Thus St. Paul, speaking to 
the Corinthians on the ceremonies of the church, which had been violated 

• See the Historical Landmarks of Masonry, vol. i. p. 494. 
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by the introduction of new and unauthorized innovations, said, u Let all 
things be done decently and in order.'** His admonitions on this head 
are extremely comprehensive, and embrace a series of observances wh»*h 
were dictated by inspiration, and intended to be binding on Christians to 
the end of time. On this subject the Church of England is eloquent — 
She says, “ without some ceremonies it is not possible to keep any order 
or quiet discipline ; and therefore we think it convenient that such cere- 
monies should be used as are best to the setting forth of God's honour and 
glory, and to the reducing of the people to a most perfect and godly liv- 

As the use of ceremonies was considered necessary in a church divinely 
founded ; how much more in an institution like that of Freemasonry, is it 
necessary and appropriate to confer beauty and solidity on the system.— 
Ceremonies however, considered abstractedly, are of little value, except they 
contribute their aid to impress upon the mind scientific beauties and moral 
truths. And I will undertake to affirm that our system, complicated as 
it is, does not contain a single rite that is barren of intellectual improve- 
ment ; and they all bear a reference to corresponding usages contained in 
the book which is always spread bpeu on the pedestal of a Mason’s Lodge. 
Bishop Sanderson makes them the test of obedience. He says, “ let Cere- 
monies be as very trifles as any man can imagine them to be ; yet obed- 
ience sure is no trifle. They mistake the question when they talk of pres- 
sing ceremonies. It is Obedience, formally, that is required ; — ceremonies 
not otherwise pressed than as the matter wherein that obedience is to be 
exercised. If a Master appoint his servant to do some small matter that 
he thinketh fit to have done, though of itself of no great moment, yet he 
will expect to be obliged ; and it is great reason he should. If in such 
case the servant should refuse to do the thing appointed, because he had 
no mind thereunto, and should receive a check or correction for such re- 
fusal; could he sufficiently excuse his own fault, or reasonably complain 
of his master for dealing hardly with him by saying— the thing was but 
a trifle. It is not evident that the thing which made the master angry, 
%nd the servant an offender in that case, was not precisely and formally, 
the leaving of the thing undone, which, had it not been commanded, might 
have been left undone without any fault or blame at all, but the refusing 
to do it when he that had a right to his service commanded him 

Ceremonies are considered of such importance amongst Masons, as some- 
times to be exhibited to the dead ; but these are not proper to be publicly 
expatiated on, because they apply to such brethren only as have acquired 
a competent knowledge of the art ; and are never displayed but in the 
most secret recesses of a closely tiled Lodge, and during the solemnisation 

* 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 

t Introduction to the Book of C ^nmon Prayer. Of Ceremonies. 

i Preface to Bishop Sanderson's Sermons. 
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of a peculiar rite which none but Master Masons know. The ceremonies 
of Masonry commence before the footstone of the Lodge is deposited in 
the ground ; and this is also accompanied by peculiar forms wb-'- -b conse- 
crate the proceedings, and invest them with importance in the estimation of 
the public. 

When the erection of a Masonic Hall, or Lodge Boom has been deter* 
mined on, the first thing to be considered is the Plan, which is & matter of 
the greatest importance; for the regularity of all the rites and ceremonies 
of the Order depend, principally, upon the proper construction of the plao* 
of assembly. Our continental brethren are governed in this particular by 
a Ritual of Building, which it is venal to violate ; and they feel a more 
than common interest in a punctual observance of the ordinances there pre- 
scribed, that tbeir Lodges may be erected, like horoscope of au expert as- 
trologer, without the violation of any rule, oven in the minutest particu- 
lar; for as no correct decision respecting the native’s destiny can be elic- 
ited from an informal figure of the heavens ; so our continental brethren 
believe that the efficacy of Freemasonry will be considerably deteriorated, 
if there be any error or imperfection in the formation of the Lodge where 
its benefits are imparted. 

In this country, Masonic Halls are frequently erected at a great ex- 
pense, aud when finished, are deficient in many things which contribute to 
the effect of the ceremonies, and the comfort of the brethren. These evils 
will surely arise when an Architect is employed who is not a Mason, and 
consequently ignorant of those especial accommodations which are indis- 
pensableto a good Lodge ; and which none but Masons can appropriately 
introduce. Vitruvius tells us that the Ephesians had a very wise law re- 
lative to the construction of public edifices. The architect whose plan is 
chosen, enters into a bond by which he engages to forfeit the whole of his 
property if the building be not erected conformably thereto. If he fulfils 
the condition of his agreement, honours are decreed fr him. If the ex- 
pense exceeds the estimate by only one quarter, the surplus was paid by 
the party building ; but if it amounted to more the architect was com- 
pelled to suffer the loss. It requires not only a talented architect, but aa 
experienced Freemason, to build a Lodge which shall contain every requi- 
site for the proper administration of all the ceremonies of the order. The 
following directions may be useful, but they are necessarily restricted in 
their application, because it is a subject on which it is impossible to be 
fully explicit on all points connected therewith. 

First then, a Masonic Hall should be isolated, and, if possible, sur- 
rounded with loftly walls, so as to be included in a court, and apart from 
any other buildings to preclude the possibility of being overlooked by 
cowans or eavesdroppers; for Freemasonry being a secret society, the 
curiosity of mankind is ever on the alert to pry into its mysteries, and to 
obtain by Qlieit means, that knowledge whioh is freely communicated to 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



664 


IJA60N10 LIBRARY. 


all worthy applicants. As however such a situation in large towns where 
Masonry is usually practised, can seldom be obtained, with convenience to 
the brethren, the Lodge should be formed in an upper story ; and if there 
be any contiguous buildings, the windows should be either in the roof, or 
very high from the floor. In the latter case, the altitude of the lower 
part of the window, as prescribed in the Helvetian Ceremonies, is five cu- 
bits, calculating by the Masonic cubit of 18 inches, and measuring from 
the superficies of the floor within. The observance of this rule would 
effectually protect our mysteries from profanation, and assure the brethren 
of a perfect security in the performance of their secret ceremonies. These 
windows ought to be all on one side — the South, if practicable — and fur- 
nished with proper ventilators, that the brethren be not incommoded when 
pursuing their accustomed avocations, by the heat of the Lodge. The 
utility of ventilation is known to all good Masons; nor can a building be 
properly finished without these conveniences judiciously disposed. 

The windows being placed at the above distance from the ground, will 
indicate, in some measure, the height of the room ; which, to preserve a 
just proportion, must of course be lofty. The proper height, as prescribed 
by the ancient rituals, is 27 feet, corresponding with the dimensions of the 
Pillars in front of the Porch of Solomon’s Temple, which had a mystical 
signification, and therefore, as we shall presently see, had an appropriate 
place assigned to them in the Lodge. They were hollow, to contain the 
constitutional records, being of sufficient capacity for that purpose ; the 
diameter being 6 feet and the outer rim 4 inches thick. Some think that 
the Lodge Room should be 82 J feet in height to accord with the entire 
altitude of the Pillars including the plinths and capitals ; but this would 
be out of all proportion; and if the principle be accounted orthodox, 
there is no reason why the entire bases should be rejeoted, which would 
make the room 54 feet in height, and constitute a monstrous absurdity. 

The room should be furnished with a pitched roof, open within, and re- 
lieved with an ornamental framework of oak, or painted so as to resemble 
that species of timber. It should be supported on corbels running along 
the oornioe, on which should be engraven Masonic ornaments, or the armo- 
rial bearings of eminent Masons in the Province where the Hall is sit- 
uated, as a memorial of their zeal and activity for the general prosperity 
of the order. In estimating the height, it is to be reckoned from the sur- 
face of the floor to the extreme point of the gable. The dimensions of 
the room in length and breadth have not been authoritatively prescribed, 
because they will depend in a great measure on the situation of the Lodge, 
or the space whioh is assigned for its position ; and this will often be ex- 
tremely circumscribed in a large and populous place, where building land 
is scarce and dear, or the fund inadequate to any extensive operations.— 
But in all cases, a due proportion should be observed in the several mem- 
bers of the fabric wherever it is practicable, that no unsightly appearance 
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may offend the eye, by disturbing that general harmony of parts which 
constitutes the beauty and excellence of every architectural production. 

The principal entrance to the Lodge Room ought to face the East, because 
the East is a place of Light both physical and moral ; and therefore the 
brethren have access to the Lodge by that entrance, as a symbol of mental 
illumination ; for as Polydore Virgil quaintly says, “ the manner of turn* 
yne our faces into the easts when wee praie, is taken of the old Ethnikes, 
whiche, as Apuleius remembere th used to loke eastwards and salute the 
Sonne. We take it in a custom to put us in remembraunce that Christo 
is the sonne of righteousnes, that ducloacth secretes.” The approaches to 
the Lodge must be angular, for a straight entrance is unmasonio and can* 
not be tolerated. The advanoe from the external avenue to the East ought 
to consist of three lines and two angles. The first line passes through a 
a small room or closet for the accommodation of visitors before they have 
proved their qualifications to be admitted into the Lodge, by signs, tokens, 
and perfect points of entrance ; for strangers must be lodged somewhere, 
and it ought to be out of sight and hearing of the Lodge, because on ex- 
amination it is possible they might prove impostors, and their claims be 
consequently rejected. At the extremity of this apartment there ought to 
be another angular passage leading to the tyler’s room adjacent to the 
Lodge ; and from thence, by another right angle, you are admitted into the, 
presenoe of the brethren with yonr face to the Light, and stand prepared 
to salute the W. M. So sacred are the proceedings of a Lodge, and such 
is their immeasurable distanoe from oommon observation apd remark, that 
the door which opens from the tyler’s room into the Lodge should be pro- 
tected by a soreen of thiok moreen, or a double entrance door, that noth- 
ing whatever which passes in the Lodge should be heard even in this pri- 
vileged apartment. 

In every convenient plaoe the architect should contrive secret crypt® or 
closets. They are of indispensable utility, but in practice are not suffi- 
ciently attended to in this country. On the Continent they are numerous, 
and are dignified with the name of Chapels. Two of these apartments 
have already been mentioned ; (1) a room for visitors ; (2) the Tyler’s 
room ; added to which there ought to be (3) a Vestry where the orna- 
ments, furniture, jewels, and other regalia are deposited. This is called 
the Treasury or Tyler’s conclave, because these things are under his espe- 
cial charge ; and a communication is usually made to this apartment from 
the Tyler's room. There ought also to be (4) a Chapel for preparations, 
hung with black, and having only one small light placed high up, near the 
ceiling ; (5) a Chapel for the dead, furnishod with a table, on whioh are a 
lamp, and emblems of mortality ; (6) the Master’s conclave, where the re- 
cords, the warrant, the minutes, and every written document are kept. To 
this room the W. M. retires when the Lodge is called from labour to re- 
freshment, and at other times when his presence in the Lodge is not 
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essential ; and here he examines the visitors, for which purpose a com* 
munication is formed between his conelave and the visitor’s chapel. It is 
famished with blue ; and he transacts the Lodge business with his Secre- 
tary. The Ark of the Covenant is also deposited in this apartment None 
of these closets should exceed 12 feet square; and may be of smaller di- 
mensions according to circumstances. In the middle of the Hall there 
should be (7) a moveable trap door in the floor, 7 feet long and 3 or 4 
broad, opening into a small crypt about 8 feet in depth ; the use of which 
is known to none but perfect Masons who have passed through all the 
synfbolical degrees. 

These conveniences having been arranged by the expert architect, and 
transferred to the Tracing Board for permanent reference ; the next care of 
the Master is to make due preparation for the ceremony of commencing 
the building in peace and harmony, and consecrating the ground to the 
purposes of Masonry by laying the foundation stone with all the usual for- 
malities of the craft. In Germany this duty is discharged with the great- 
est care and circumspection ; for it is considered inauspicious to omit any 
one ceremony, how trifling soever it may appear, which custom has ren- 
dered necessary on such an august occasion. A building committee is 
therefore apjwinted to make the preliminary arrangements, and nothing is 
done without its previous sanction. 


CHAPTER IV. 

The Foundation Stone. 

u Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a Foundation Stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation; he that belie veth shall not make 
haste. Judgment also will 1 lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet” — 
Isaiah. 

Ths appointment of a favourable day for levelling the footstone, is a 
question which occupies the serious attention of the building committee ; 
for our ancient brethren, in the construction of any magnificent edifice, 
whether eivil or religious, believed that the success of the undertaking de- 
pended, in a great measure on the genial influence of the time when the 
work was commenced. The Masonic days proper for this purpose, are 
from the 15th of April, to the 15th of May; and the 18th of April has 
been pronounced peculiarly auspicious for laying the Foundation Stone of 
a Mason’s Lodge. 

In this reference we find some remnant of the superstitions of bygone 
ages, when a potentate consulted his astrologers on the most fortunate period 
for commencing any public enterprise. According to Lane, who quotes 
from El-Is-hakee, the Mahometans oonsider Thursday and Friday, espe- 
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cially the latter to he fortunate ; Monday and Wednesday doubtful ; Sun- 
day, Tuesday, and Saturday, especially the last, unfortunate. It is said 
that there are seven evil days in every month ; viz., the third, on which 
Cain killed Abel ; the fifth, on which God cast out Adam from paradise, 
and on which Joseph was cast into the well ; the thirteenth, on which God 
took away the wealth of Job and the kingdom of Solomon, and on which 
the Jews killed the prophets ; the sixteenth, on which God exterminated 
the people of Lot, transformed the Jews into apes, and on which the Jew* 
sawed Zacharias asunder ; the 21st, on which Pharoah was born, and 
drowned; the 24 th, on which Nimrod kilted 70 women, and cast Abraham 
into the fire ; and the 25th, on which a suffocating wind was sent upon the 
people of Hood. On the contrary, with us, Friday is deemed an unlucky 
period to undertake any important business. Thus Fynes Moryson, in his 
Itinerary, speaking of the king of Poland, in 1593, says, “ the next day 
the king had a good wind, but before this, because they esteemed Fri- 
day to be an unlucky day, had lost many fair winds.” And it still con- 
tinues to be a superstition amongst the working classes of this country, 
that it is unlucky to be married on a Friday. 

The above named time for laying the Foundation Stone of a Masonic 
Hall however, appears to be appropriate without any reference to a super- 
stitious custom ; because nothing can be more consonant with reason and 
propriety, than to commence a building in the early spring, that the work- 
men may have the whole summer before them to complete the undertaking 
advantageously, in order that they may celebrate the cape stone with con- 
fidence and joy. 

A Master and two Fellow Crafts, if there be a dearth of workmen, or 
war, or famine, or' distress, may lawfully begin the work of building a 
Lodge ; but if none of these causes be in operation to impede the under- 
taking, he ought not to proceed with less than seven workmen, for reasons 
which are evident to every brother, but cannot be revealed. And seven 
days, at the least, before the period which the building Committee have 
fixed for the commencement of the work, the Master, by the assistance of 
his Secretary, should communicate such intention to every Lodge in the 
Province ; having previously made his arrangements with the Provincial 
Grand Master. The Masters of Lodges are expected, on such occasions, 
to render their assistance, not only by being present at the ceremony of 
laying the foundation stone, but also “ by furnishing a beam of cedar, syca- 
more, or fir, to place in the roof, besides such other voluntary offerings as 
may be most conveniant to themselves.” 

On the appointed day, the Lodges being all assembled in some conve- 
nient place, the Provincial Grand Lodge is opened in due $>rm ; and prooi 
is strictly required of every visitor that he is a Mason, and qualified to be 
present, and to assist at the ceremonial. Visitors residing in the Province, 
not being members of any Lodge, should have a well known brother ready 
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to testify that they have been regularly initiated into the order. Masters 
of Lodges ought solemnly to assure the Provincial Orand Master, th&t the 
persons whom they present, really belong to their own company ; because 
at a great meeting, where many strangers are sure to assemble together on 
* such an important occasion, unqualified persons might, if due caution were 
not observed, succeed in imposing upon the Lodge, and the brethren be in* 
nocently led to forfeit their Obligation. Strangers, therefore, should not 
only be strictly examined, but should also be required to produce their 
Orand Lodge Certificate, so that no doubts may remain on the mind of 
any of the brethren respecting the regularity of their initiation, and their 
indefeasable right to be present They will then take the stranger's place ; 
which is at the head of the procession ; except they be Grand Masters or 
Deputy Grand Masters of another province, when the testimony of any 
brother that they hold, or have held this high office, shall be deemed a 
sufficient warrant for their admission ; and a high place in the procession 
is usually assigned to them, at the pleasure of the Provincial Grand Alas* 
ter. 

Instructions respecting the ceremonial are delivered by the Provincial 
Grand Master, who then demands to see the Warrant of the Building 
Lodge ; and being satisfied on this point and all others by the usual en- 
quiries, he proceeds to address the brethren present to the following effect. 
“ I hereby, in the presence of all these Worshipful Masters, Wardens, and 
Deacons, and of all these Master Masons, worthy and diligent workmen of 
our secret Craft, do ask of you, and of your company, if you know your- 
selves, at this time, to have done anything contrary to the laws of Ma- 
sonry, which has not been communicated to the provincial authorities, and 
whereby you ought to be suspended from your work ? 

Worshipful Master. 

We are all good Masobs at this very time. 

Provincial Grand Master. 

Have you, amongst your company any brother guilty of brawlings, 
strife, and disobedience, in open Lodge ? 

Worshipful Master. 

We have none, Right Worshipful Sir. 

Provincial Grand Master. 

Have you any brother, who, after open Lodge, is guilty of drunkenness, 
common swearing, or profane words ? 

Worshipful Master. 

We have none, Right Worshipful Sir. 

Provincial Grand Master. 

Have you permission to do this day’s work J 
Worshipful Master. 

We have ; and if it be your will and pleasure it shall be here communi- 
cated. 
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After this ceremony has been performed; the Provincial Grand Master 
proceeds to say ; 

“ Masters, Wardens; Deacons, and brethren , all here is right and as it 
should be. I give you joy of this day’s work. It has begun in seal— 
let it end in charity and brotherly love. May all Masons help us in onr 
present undertaking ; and let us give due honour to the Master and bre- 
thren of the — Lodge, No. — for wishing to raise a Temple to Masonry. 
May the blessing of the Most High rest upon it. May the new Lodge in- 
crease in its prosperity j and may it be an asylum to harbour the poor bre- 
thren, and console the rich. Amen. So mote it be.’ 1 

The Ark of the Covenant is now furnished by the Stewards with the 
Volume of the Sacred Law ; and also with salt, clay, a pair of compasses, 
and other Masonic emblems ; and they deliver the Veil to the Provincial 
Grand Master, who sprinkles it with essences. All the brethren present 
then walk round the room in procession, preceded by the purple, and from 
a basin of perfume, the Provincial Grand Master sprinkles them as they 
pass by him, exclaiming 

“ May all our deeds be sweet and savoury ! May we be a refreshing 
odour to our poor and worthy brethren ; for Charity is as sweet as roses 1” 

The Lodge being now adjourned, the public procession is formed ; which 
will be found in a subsequent page, arranged for a Province, in accordance 
with the form prescribed by the authority of the Grand Lodge. The prin- 
ciples on whioh it is founded are precisely similar to the regulations of oivil 
society ; for although Freemasonry is undoubtedly t democratic institution, 
yet its degrees of rank are placed on the same scale of systematic grada- 
tion, as is used for the regulation of preecedency in a state or kingdom. 

It is an admitted principle in Masonry that the poet of honour is the 
last place in the prooession j which is acoordingly taken by the Grand, or 
Provincial Grand Master, if he be present ; a Grand Tyler with a sword 
being placed on each side, and a Sword Bearer before him ; the swords be- 
ing drawn, and the scabbards left behind. The Sword Bearer is preoeded 
by the Standard of the Grand Master or of the Province, as the case may 
be, flanked by the Stewards with wands. Next in precedence are his com- 
pany of the Grand or Provincial Grand Lodge, according to their office, 
clothed in purple, with Jewels of gold, and preceded by a Tyler with 
his sword also drawn. Then follow the private Lodges according to their 
numbers, each arranged in form ; i. e. the brethren first ; then the officers 
agreeably to their rank, the Master being the last person, who is attended 
by the banner of the Lodge. Thus the W. M. of the oldest Lodge will 
be placed immediately before the purple brethren ; and if the Provincial 
Grand Master and his Staff be not present, he will then take precedence, 
or the last place in the procession. 

On the Continent the Grand Master walks under a gorgeous canopy of 
blue, purple, and crimson silk, with gold fringes and tassels, borne upon 
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staves painted purple and ornamented with gold, by eight of the oldest 
Master Masons present ; and the Masters of private Lodges walk under 
canopies of light blue silk with silver tassels and fringes, borne by four 
members of their own respective companies. The canopies are in the form 
of an oblong square, and are in length six feet, in breadth and height 
three feet, having a semicircular covering. The framework should be of 
cedar ; and the silken covering ought to hang down two feet on each side. 
In the centre of the procession is carried the Ark of Alliance, covered 
with a veil of blue, purple, and crimson silk, in alternate stripes, by four 
of the most aged Masons present, without regard to their rank in Ma- 
sonry. 

When the procession moves onward to the place where the foundation 
stone is prepared to be levelled, the musio should play some solemn air ; 
for lively tunes are indecorous and unsuited to this stage of the proceed* 
ings. Pleyel’s German Hymn, Haydn’s National Anthem, Handel’s 
Minuet in Samson, or a slow march would be considered appropriate. 

Having arrived within a proper distance of the spot, the procession 
halts, the brethren open to the right and left, so as to leave rooih for the 
Grand Master to pass up the centre, he being preceded by his standard 
and sword Bearer, the Grand Officers and brethren following in succession 
from the rear, so as to invert the order of procession. The Grand Master 
having arrived at his station on a platform, the brethren form themselves 
into a square round the stone, which is directed to be laid in the corner of 
the Amorites. An Ode is then sung ; the Grand Chaplain repeats a pray- 
er, and the Grand Treasurer having deposited the various coins of the 
realm, the cement is laid on the lower stone, and being spread with a sil- 
ver trowel by the Grand Master, the upper obe is let down slowly to 
solemn music. The Grqpd Master then descends to the stone, and proves 
that it is properly adjusted by the plumb, level, and square, which are de- 
livered to him in succession by the three officers to whom they belong ; 
after which the architect delivers to him the mallet, with which he gives 
three knoeks upon the stone. When the operations are completed, the 
Grand Master makes an address to the assembly, in which he tells them, 
in such language as he may be pleased to use, that we are lawful Masons, 
true and faithful to the laws of our country, and engaged by solemn obli- 
gations, to erect magnificent buildings, to be serviceable to the brethren, 
and to fear God, the Great Architect of the Universe that we have 
amongst us, ooncealed from the eyes of all men, secrets which cannot be 
divulged, and which have never been found out;— but that these secrets 
are lawful and honourable, and not repugnant to the laws of God or man. 
They were entrusted, in peace and honour, to the Masons of ancient times, 
and have been faithfully transmitted to us ; and that it is our duty to con- 
vey them unimpaired to the latest posterity. Unless our craft were good, 
and our calling honourable, we should not have lasted for so many ceniu- 
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ries, nor should wo have been honoured with 'the patronage of so many 
illustrious men in all ages, who liave ever shown themselves ready to pro- 
mote our interests, and to defend us against all adversaries. We are as- 
sembled here to day in the face of you all to build a house for Masonry, 
which we pray God may deserve to prosper; by becoming a place of con- 
course for good men, and promoting harmony and brotherly love through- 
out the world till time shall be no more. 

The brethren all exclaim, “ So mote it be.” 

The above detail has been adapted from the rituals whioh are used in 
Germany, Fiance, and other continental nations ; but I have inserted noth- 
ing which is inconsistent with our own practice ; or which might not be 
used in this country without the slightest violation of the ordinance, for the 
above has been issued by our own Grand Lodge ; and there are some points 
which I consider to be an improvement on our practice. I subjoin the 
continental formula. 

After the brethren have formed themselves into a fellow crafts Lodge 
round the foundation stone, the architect is called for, who places himself 
in front of the Grand Master, who whispers in his ear something which 
all Master Masons know ; on which the architect produces the plan of the 
building, which is inspected, and handed round amongst the brethren. — 
An anthem is then sang ; and the Grand Master calls for the working 
tools of a Mason and anoints them with oil. He then delivers them to 
the W. M. of the building Lodge, who hands them to the architect. The 

Grand Master then says; “W. M. of the- Lodge, what will your 

Lodge be like ? 

The W. M. answers nothing, but lifting np his right hand points first 
to the heavens, and then to the earth, and then extends his arms to their 
utmost limit. 

Grand Master. 

That is a good plan, Worshipful Master ; but have you nothing more 
to tell me ? 

The W. M. makes no verbal reply to this question, but puts his right 
hand on his heart, apd presses the fore fingers of his left hand on his 
lips. 

Grand Master. 

The W. M. does well, brethren, let us copy his example. 

Underneath the foundation stone the officiating Master places some grains 
of Wheat, with a few drops of Oil and Wine, along with the coins of the 
country. In addition to which the Grand Master throws in a spoonful of 
salt, which is his exclusive privilege. The mortar is then spread as already 
described, and the stone descends ; which is adjusted, &o., as before, ac- 
companied by the following dialogue* 

Grand Master. 

W. M. of the Lodge, what is the proper Jewel of your office ? 
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Worshipful Master. 

The Square, Right Worshipful Sir. 

Grand Master. 

Have you applied the Square to those parts of the stone that should be 
square 7 

Worshipful Master. 

I have so applied it, and find it to be correct. 

Grand Master. 

Brother Senior Warden what is the proper Jewel of your office 7 
Senior Warden. 

The Level, Right Worshipful Sir. 

Grand Master. 

Have you applied the Level to the stone 7 
Senior Warden. 

I have done so, and find it to be correct. 

Grand Master. 

Brother Junior Warden what is the proper Jewel of your office f 
Junior Warden. 

The Plumb Rule, Right Worshipful Sir. 

Grand Master. 

Have you applied that instrument to the several edges of the stone J 
Junior Warden. 

I have taken the precaution to do so, and find the stone perfect f 
Grand Master. 

Having full confidence in your skill in the Royal art, it only remains 
that I finish the work. (Here he strikes three times with a mallet upon 
the stone.) May this undertaking be conducted and completed by the 
craftsmen, according to the grand plan, in peace, harmony, and brotherly 
love. 

The Grand Master, attended by the purple brethren then descends from 
the platform, and compasses the foundations of the building in solemn 
procession ; after which returning to his canopy, he annoints the founda- 
tion stone with fresh oil copiously, till it runs down on all sides, saying, 

“ As Jacob the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, fled from the face of 
his brother Esau, going from Beersheba toward, Haran, he tarried in a 
certain place all night where he slept on the cold ground, with a stone for 
his pillow in great discomfort Here he had a vision of the gates of heaven, 
and when he awoke he anointed the stone on which he slept with oil, and 
named the place Beth El, or the House of God. In like manner I anoint 
this stone with pure oil, praying that in the building which may arise from 
it none but good men may onter, and men that fear God. Then may it 
truly be said, Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that 
ran down unto the beard, even unto Aaron’s beard, and went down to the 
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skirts of his clothing. Like as the dew of H c rm on which fell on the hill 
of Sion ; for there the Lord promised his blessing and life for evermore.” 

An Anthem is then sang) and the brethren return to the Lodge from 
whence they set out 

It may be useful in this place to add a few words on the custom of scat* 
tering corn, wine, add oil, and salt, on the foundation, as the elements of 
consecration $ which appears to have been a custom of great antiquity.-*- 
Corn, wine and oil, taken together, are a symbol of prosperity and abun* 
dance ; and refer in this case to the anticipated success of the Lodge where 
they have been used, in promoting amongst its members the blessings of 
morality and virtue, and by an increase of the brethren, to disseminate 
amoogst mankind, the benefits resulting from Brotherly Love, Relief, and 
Truth, that sooiety in general may profit by an infusion of the principles 
of Masonry into every class, and introducing a better feeling into the 
whole mass. Thus, as a little leaven leaveoeth the whole lamp, so all may 
become Masons in practice, although not Masons by profession ; and the 
general amelioration of society be produced by the genial influence of Ma- 
sonic wisdom, goodness, and truth. 

Corn was a symbol of the resurrection, which is significantly referred to 
in the third degree of Masonry. Jesus Christ compares himself to a corn 
of wheat falling into the ground, as a symbol of the resurrection. St. Paul 
says, the sower sows a simple grain of corn, no matter of what kind, which 
at its proper season rises to light, clothed in verdure. So also is the re- 
surrection of the dead. The Apostle might, says Cal met, have instanced 
the power of God in the progress of vivifioation ; and might have inferred 
that the same power which could confer life originally, oould certainly re- 
store it to those particles which once had possessed it. It is possible he 
has done this covertly, having chosen to mention vegetable seed, that be- 
ing most obvious to common notice ; yet not intending to terminate his 
reference in any quality of vegetation. We find the same manner of ex- 
pression in Menu, who, discoursing of children says, “ whatever be the 
quality of the seed scattered in a field prepared in due season, a plant of 
the same quality springs in that field with peculiar visible properties. That 
one plant should be sown and another produced, cannot happen ; whatever 
seed may be sown, even that produces its proper stem.” All this reason- 
ing serves to prove that corn is a correct symbol of the resurrection. 

Wine is a symbol of cheerfulness and joy. Thus David, speaking of 
the divine beneficence, says, “ He cause th the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and herb for the service of man, that he may bring forth the food out of 
the earth, and mint that maketh glad the heart of many and oil to make 
bis faoe to shine, and bread whioh strengeneth man’s heart” Vineyards 
were plentiful in Palestine. It was indeed peculiarly a knd of corn, and 
wine, and oil. Thus to show the abundauoe of vines which should fall to 
43 
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the lot of Judah in the partition of the promised land, Jacob, in his pro- 
phetic benediction, says of this tribe, he shall be found 

Binding his colt to the vine, 

And to the choice vine, the foal of his ass. 

Washing his garments in wine, 

His clothes in the blood of the grape. 

The Jews planted their vineyards, says “ the Investigator,” most com- 
monly on the south side of a hill or mountain, the stones being gathered 
out, and the space edged round with thorns, or walled in. The expres- 
sion of “ sitting every man under his own vine,” which is used more than 
once in our scriptures, probably alludes to the delightful eastern arbours, 
which were partly composed of vines. Norden speaks of vine arbours as 
being common in the Egyptian gardens ; and the Praenestine pavement in 
Shaw's Travels, gives us the figure of an ancient one. The expression 
is intended to refer to a time of public tranquility and profound peace. 

Oil was anciently considered the symbol of ’ prosperity and happiness. — 
The oil of gladness mentioned in the Jewish writings, was a perfumed oil 
with which the people anointed themselves on days of public rejoicing and 
festivity. Every thing that was appropriated to the purposes of religion 
in the tabernacle and temple, were all consecrated with oil. Kings and 
priests were anointed in the same manner. And our Lodges, as temples 
consecrated to morality and virtue, are also hallowed by the application 
of corn, wine and oil. 

Our ancient brethren used salt as an emblem of consecration, because it 
was a symbol of Wisdom and Learning. Our saviour says, “ have salt in 
yourselves, and have peace one with another.” And SL Paul adds, “let 
your speech be always with grace, and seasoned with skit.” Salt is also a 
symbol of perpetuity and incorruption. Thus the Jewish law is said to 
have been a “ covenant of salt before the Lord.” And again in another 
place, “ The Lord gave the kingdom of Israel to David and to his sons, 
by a covenant of salt.” A foreign writer, under the date of 1666, quoted 
by Brand, says, “ the sentiments and opinions both of divines and phil- 
osophers, concur in making salt the emblem of wisdom and learning ; and 
that, not only on account of what it is composed of, but also with respect 
to the several uses to which it is applied. As to its component parts, as 
it consists of the purest matter, so ought Wisdom to be pure, sound, im- 
maculate, and incorruptible ; and similar to the effects which salt produces 
upon bodies, ought to be those of wisdom and learning upon the mind. — 
This rite of salt is a pledge or earnest of the study of good hearts, and of 
obedience and duty.” The application of this meaning of the symbol 
to our society is not difficult, because our profession is to cultivate Wis- 
dom, to maintain charity, and to live in harmony and brotherly love. And 
it is ordained that none can use salt in tbe oonsecration of a Lodge but 
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the Grand Master, because he is, in a peculiar manner, the pillar of Wis- 
dom. The following epigram was written when the tar was first laid upon 
salt about the middle of the last century. 

The emblem o'th* nation, so grave and precise, 

On the emblem of wisdom have laid an excise. 

Pray tell me, grave sparks, and your answer don't smother, 

Why one representative taxes another? 

The Commons on Salt a new impost have laid, 

To tax Wisdom too, they most humbly are pray’d ; 

For tell me ye patrons of woollen and crape, 

Why the type should be fin'd, and the substance escape? 

Salt has ever been distinguished as an emblem of hospitality. Thus 
the governors of the Provinces beyond the Euphrates, writing to king Ar- 
taxerxes, tell him that “ they are salted with the salt of the palace V * 
meaning teat they have the right of maintenance there. Waldron in his 
description of the Isle of Man, says, “ no person will go out on any mate- 
rial affair without taking some salt in their pockets ; much less remove 
from one house, marry, put out a child, or take one to nurse, without salt 
being mutually interchanged ; nay, though a poor creature be almost fam- 
ished in the streets, he will not accept of ajy food, unless you join salt to 
the rest of your benevolence/’ We have a curious instance of the regard 
paid to salt as an emblem of hospitality and friendship in distant countries, 
related by Harmer from D’Herbelot. “ Jacoub ben Laith, who appears to 
have been nothing more than a captain of banditti in Persia, having bro- 
ken into the palace of the prince, and collected a very large booty ; he 
was on the point of departing, when his foot kicked against something 
which made him stumble. Imagining it might be something of value, he 
put it to his mouth and found it to be & lump of salt. Upon this, accord- 
ing to the superstition of the country, where the people considered salt as 
a symbol and pledge of hospitality, he was so touched that he left all his 
booty, and retired without taking anything with him. The next morning, 
the risk they had run in losing softnany valuables caused a strict enquiry 
to be made, and Jacoub being found to be the person concerned, he frankly 
told the whole story to the prince, by which he so effectually gained his 
esteem that he took him into his service, and he ultimately succeeded his 
master on the Persian throne.” 

Salt was also a symbol of Fidelity. Whence the propriety of its use 
amongst Masons. It was also an emblem of eternity and immortality ; be- 
cause it is not liable to putrefaction itself, and preserves every thing that 
is seasoned with it from decay. Reginald Soott, in his discourse concern- 
ing Devils and Spirits, asserts that “ the devil loveth no salt to his meat, 
for that it is a sign of eternity and used by God’s oommandments in all 
sacrifices.” In like manner the science of Freemasonry may be aptly syxn- 
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bolized by salt, because it is eternal and will nerer decay. It has existed 
from the creation, and will remain a blessing to man till this earth is burnt 
up and tbe elements shall melt with fervent heat ; and then Love univer- 
sal shall exist for ever amongst the glorified fraternity of saints and an- 
gels. 

CHAPTER V, 

The Decoration*. 

In which ther were mo ym&get 

Of gold standing in sondrie stages ; 

In mo riche tabernacles ; 

And with pierre moe pinnacles, 

And moe curious pourtraytures 

And qaent manners figures. 

• • • • • 

Of these yates flourishinges 

Ne of com paces ne of kerrings, 

Ne how the hacking in masonries; 

As eorbelles and imageries. 

Chauckb. 

Thb next ceremony by which the newly-built ball is appropriated to 
Masonic purposes is the disposal of its furniture and decorations prepara- 
tory to the solemn rite of dedication and consecration. Great discrimina- 
tion is required to accomplish this point correctly and with proper effect ; 
and Very frequently tbe imposing appearance which a Lodge ought to pre- 
sent to the eye, is lost for want of due attention to these preliminary ar- 
rangements. The expert Mason will be convinced that the walls of a 
Lodge room ought Neither to be absolutely naked nor too much decorated. 
A chaste disposal of symbolical ornaments in the right places, and accord- 
ing to propriety, relieves the dulness and vacuity of a blank space ; and 
though but sparingly used, will produce a striking impression, and contri- 
bute to the general beauty and solemnity of the scene. 

The embellishment of the interior of a Lodge room is indeed of vast 
importance ; although I am afraid, very Httle attention is usually paid to 
it; and nothing hut a fine and discriminating taste can do it ample jus- 
tice. Nor is it neoessary to incur heary expenses in the details, for it is 
the design, and not the value of the materials, that produces the effect — 
A few brief hints for this purpose may be acceptable ; although after all, 
much will depend on the judgment of the arehiteet, who ought, in all 
cases, to be a brother. 

Over the row of windows, which, as I have already observed, are dis- 
posed on one side of the room, should be placed, running from east to 
^ost, a thick brass rod, on which is suspended, from a series of rings of 
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the same metal, a great curtain extending the whole length of the room, 
and when drawn, covering all the windows at once, for separate window 
curtains are unmasonic, and not to be tolerated in a good Lodge. This 
great curtain must be composed of blue, purple and crimson moreen, dis- 
posed in alternate stripes, the breadth of the staff, and lined with black 
cloth. Silk may be used if the Lodge be prosperous enough to incur the 
expense, but neither cotton or linen are allowed. It must, however, be 
quite plain and devoid of ornament; for the intended effect would be en- 
tirely destroyed by the introduction of tassels, fringes, or binding of any 
other oolour. 

In the east should be a raised platform or dais for the Master and his 
attendant officers. Here are the two pillars already mentioned flanking the 
Chair or Throne, which is elevated on three steps at some distance from the 
wall; for sufficient space ought to be left for two persons to pass conveni- 
ently, which is concealed from the observation of the brethren by a screen 
placed behind the chair,. higher than the Master’s head when seated. The 
two extremities of the screen are made to fold inwards at right angles, thus 
enclosing the officers on the dais by three sides of a parallellogram. On 
the back of the screen a design should be painted on a ground of black or 
dark purple, emblematical of the name of the Lodge ; and the flaps should 
be decorated with intersecting triangles, emblems of mortality, or other 
Masonic designs according to the taste of the architect. The effect will be 
augmented by painting it as a transparency. In foreign Lodges there is 
placed behind the throne, and high up in the gable of the roof, a well ton- 
ed bell or Indian gong; and I have known it used with good effect in our 
own country. 

The pedestal is placed in front of the throne. In form it is a double 
cube ; and should be made of shittim wood or acacia, in imitation of the 
Altar of inoense and other appendages to the tabernacle of Moses. This 
Masonio altar is consecrated by the Book of the Law, which is always 
spread open upon it, at some important passage of scripture, during the 
continuance of the solemn ministrations of the Lodge. In the first de- 
gree it is usually unfolded at Ruth iv. 7 ; in the second degree at Judges 
xxii. 6 i and in the third at 1 Kings vii. 13, 14. These usages however, 
it may be necessary to add, are arbitrary ; for we find, at different periods 
during the last oentury that Genesis xxii. and xxviii, were indifferently used 
for the first degree ; 1 Kings vi. 7, and 2 Chronicles iii. 17, for the Becond ; 
and Amos x. 25, 26, and 2 Chronicles vi. for the third. In the United 
States, according to the instructions contained in Cross’s Chart, the Bible 
is open in s the first degree at Psalms cxxxiii; in the second at Amos vii ; 
and in the third at Ecclesiastes xii. 

Again during the ceremony of consecrating a Lodge the Volume should 
be displayed at 1 Kings viii; in processions at Numbers x; and at fune- 
rals at Gen. i., or 1 Cor. xv. It is however, a matter of little impor* 
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tance, provided the passage correspond with the structure of any part of 
the degree. A section of our brethren have always evinced the greatest 
anxiety that this arrangement should be punctually observed ; and are even 
so particular as to have the obligation sealed on the appropriate verse ; 
while others treat it with indifference ; and some care very little whether 
it be wholly omitted. In fact I knew a Lodge where the Master always 
opened his Bible at Eccles. x, which has no Masonie reference whatever. 

In the West, and facing the Master’s Throne, there ought to be a gal- 
lery furnished with an organ ; Which is also useful for a musical band, or 
for the accommodation of ladies on festive occasions. 

The technical ornaments of a Lodge are, as is well known, the mosaic 
pavement, the blazing star, and the tesselated border ; but a well disposed 
Lodge room admits of other ornaments which add considerably to the bril- 
liancy of its appearance. These decorations, however, ought to be in the 
strictest conformity with the genius of the order. Their introduction is 
frequently the effect of accident. A cheap purchase at a sale, or the in- 
discriminate liberality of an individual brother, will frequently place 
amoDgst the ornaments, a picture or bust, which is not in keeping with the 
general contour of the Lodge furniture. Such anomalies ought to be 
avoided. 

The Freemason’s Hall, Oreat Queen Street, is a beautiful specimen of 
this kind of ornament, as it was designed by the architect at the period of 
its erection. It is purely Masonic ; and hence it is to be presumed that 
statues or paintings of the Virtues are in good taste ; as also of the wor- 
thies named in the Bible, who are oelebrated in the system of Masonry ; 
such as Abraham or Moses, Solomon or H A B, or the two St. Johns j 
any or all of these would be appropriate. Nor should pictures of the 
great benefactors of Masonry be omitted, as a memento of departed worth 
which the craft delights to honour. These decorations, judiciously inter- 
spersed with Masonic emblems, if properly managed, may contribute to 
produce a very imposing appearance. A marble Blab, containing the name 
of the Lodge, with its founder, and the contributors to the building fund, 
ought to be let into the north wall. The oandlestick/i should be made, of 
brass, and very lofty. These add a grace to the apflarance of a Lodge 
which can .only be estimated by those who have witnessed the effect. Some 
of the most gorgeous foreign Lodges use a seven branched candelabrum, 
in imitation of the golden candlestick of the tabernacle and temple ; and 
this appears to be a most appropriate article of furniture to occupy a con- 
spicuous place in the Lodgo. It was a truly magnificent utensil, weighing 
125 pounds, and therefore would be worth about £6000 of our money. It 
stood upon a base with a perpendicular stem, at the top of which was the 
centre light. Three branches projected from the stem on each side, form- 
ing the segment of a circle, and rising as high as the centre light. The 
whole pf the candlestick was adorned with a variety of carved ornaments, 
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all in chased gold. In a Lodge the candlesticks should always be com- 
posed of bright brass; wood of all kinds being extremely improper. 

In a good Lodge silence and gravity are great recommendations daring 
the hours appropriated to labour. The ordinary business is of too serious 
a nature to admit of any disturbances ; and hence the ancient charges di- 
rect that no brother shall behave himself ludicrously or jestingly while 
the Lodge is eugaged in what is serious and solemn ; nor use any unbe- 
coming language upon any pretence whatever ; but to pay due reverenco 
to the Master, Wardens, and fellows, and pat them to worship. Even the 
noise of moving the seats or the feet, is to be avoided as much as possible ; 
and for this purpose sand is not allowed to be strewed on the floor ; nor 
are the brethren permitted to leave the Lodge daring the solemn ceremo- 
nies, lest the noise thus made should disturb the proceedings. The effect 
of an initiation would be entirely destroyed by any interruption of this 
kind; and it is easy to nnderstand that the same kind of disturbance would 
be calculated to distract the attention of the brethren during the delivery 
of the lectures. It would also create a degree of embarrassment to the 
Master, and tend to disarrange bis ideas, and consequently, to some ex- 
tent, nullify his instructions. It is to prevent the occurrence of all such 
irregularities that the Grand Lodge have provided that “ if any brother 
behave in such a way as to disturb the harmony of the Lodge, he shall be 
thrice admonished by the Master; and if he persist in his irregular con- 
duct he shall be punished according to the By-Laws of the Lodge ; or the 
ease may be reported to higher Masonic authority . 19 The best method of 
preventing any casual disturbance on the floor of the Lodge, is to have it 
covered with drugget or carpetting ; and this is generally used in foreign 
Lodges. 


CHAPTER VI. 

The Name. 

What 1 * in a name f that which we call a roaa 
By any other name would smell as sweet. 

Sbajksfsabi. 

11 The Phoenicians gave appellations to places according to their respective commo 
dities and manufacturers, wherein, if we do but seriously consider for what particu 
lar thing each country, in former time, was most especially taken notice o£ and then 
apply the Phoenician name of that thing, let it be custom, situation, trade, or any 
thing else, and we shall find the Phoenician word so exactly agreeing with the nature 
of the country so expressed, that wc must conclude it impossible** constant and gen 
eral an harmony between them should happen by chance j but rather, that the names 
were imposed for some particular reason or design. * 

fisUMSS. 
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A word on the Names of Lodges may not be unacceptable. The bre- 
thren who drew np the code of “ the Helvetian Ceremonies of Masons, 
said to come from Egypt, translated from the French and German of L S 
U. and 2 B 7 C," condemn the nse of such names as the Apollo, the Mi 
nerva, the Vesta, &©., as being heathen, and furnishing ideas of idolatry 
and superstition. They also disapprove of the names which savour of any 
sect or party, either religious or political. “These/' they say, “ oan have 
nothing to do with Masonry." Des Etangs, however, contends that it is law- 
ful to use as the names of Lodges, any of the great heathen philosophers, 
sueh as Zoroaster, Confuoins, Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Ac, j and also, 
Wisdom, Good Faith, Friendship, Constancy, or any other of the moral 
virtues. 

In this country the titles of Lodges are frequently determined by chance ; 
but the most appropriate are those which are assumed from the names of 
some aneient benefactor, or meritorious individual who was a native of the 
place where the Lodge is held ; as in a eity, the builder of the Cathedral 
Church ; because it is quite certain that he was a Mason ; for none but 
those who are impregnated with the true scientific principles of the order, 
could possibly have produced the mysterious and complicated effect which 
those gorgeous edifices uniformly display. The name of a Hundred or 
Wapentake in which the Lodge is situated, or of a navigable river which 
confers wealth and dignity on the town, are proper titles for a Lodge ; as 
are also the orders of architecture, the theological or oardinal virtues ; and 
Harmony, Brotherly Love, Friendship, Unity, or other social qualities of 
the mind. In all cases the temper of the brethren should correspond with 
the name of the Lodge ; otherwise they will expose themselves to he rank- 
ed as hypocrites, and instead of Masonry constituting their pride, it will 
subject them to obloquy and shame. If the members of a Lodge dedi- 
cated to Friendship or Harmony be notoriously at variance with each oth- 
er; — if the brethren of a Lodge of Fidelity be, in practice, unfaithful to 
every trust ; — if a Lodge called Social Union be distinguished by bicker- 
ings and disputes ; or of Good Faith, by defrauding or swindling their 
neighbours ; what can be expected to result from such anomalies, but dis- 
order amongst themselves and unpopularity in the world ; their own char- 
acter will be compromised, the Lodge disgraced, and Freemasonry, which 
ought to be the vehicle of perfect friendship, will become a by-word and a 
reproach, in the estimation of all good and worthy men. 

The precedency of Lodges, however, depends on the Number and not 
on the Name ; although by custom every Lodge has its proper name ; and 
this is considered of suoh importance by the Masonie authorities, that the 
approbation of the Grand Master, or at least of the Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter must be obtained before any name can be legitimately used ; and even 
then it must be registered with the Grand Secretary. Nor can any Lodge 
alter its name without the same authority. The privilege of giving a name 
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Las always been considered as a token of authority. Thus a father is emr 
powered to determine the names of his children, and a master those of his 
servants. For the same reason the Master determines the name of his 
Lodge. It is said in Seriptnre that Adam gave a name to his wife and to 
all the animals, which they ever after retained. God himself condescended 
to change the names of Abram, Jacob, and Sarai, as a token of honor, and 
in addition expressing his particular regard for them. Henoo he gave a 
name, even before their birth, to some persons to whom he purposed to ex- 
tend his favours in an especial manner ; as to Solomon whom he called 
Jedidiah to the Messiah whom he called £manuel and Jesus, to John 
the Baptist, Ac. 

Assigning a name to a Lodge, like the determination of the name of a 
son or daughter, is frequently a matter of much serious deliberation ; and 
is sometimes attended with powerful religious feelings. “ The strange pre- 
judice of lucky and nnlucky names/' says D’Israeli, " prevailed all over 
modern Europe. The successor of Adrian VI., wished to preserve his 
own name on the papal throne ; but he gave up the wish when the con- 
clave of Cardinals used the powerful argument that all the Popes who had 
preserved their own names, had died in the first year of their pontificate. 
Cardinal Marcel Cervin, who preserved his name when elected Pope, died 
on the twentieth day of his pontificate, which confirmed his superstitious 
opinion. La Moth le Yays gravely asserts that all the queens of Naples 
of the name of tfoan, and the kings of Scotland of tho name of James, 
have been unfortunate ; and we have formal treatises on the fatality of 
particular names." 

The same credulity still operates, to a certain extent, amongst ourselves ; 
and not only the ignorant, but also men of learning and talent are scarcely 
able to divest themselves of certain fancies about the names of their child- 
ren ; as if their success in life were to be dependant on a casual appelle- 
tion imposed at the font. Nor is the superstition confined to any nation 
or people ; but appears indigenous to the human mind. Amongst the Bo- 
mans there were certain mysterious notions connected with the names of 
individuals. In oalling over a muster roll of soldiers, the seijeants always 
began with names of good omen, as Felix, Faustus, Ac., analagous to our 
Good luck, Happy, Ac. Livy speaking of a porson named Atrius Umber, 
calls it abominandi ominU nomen; and in like manner Plautus says of one 
whose name was Lyeo, 

Vosmet nunc facite conjecturam caeterum, 

Quid id ait homiois, cui Lyco nomen siet 

Plato recommended to parents to select luoky names (fausta nomina) for 
their children ; and Pythagoras thought a man's success in life was depen- 
dant on his name. Camden has a story illustrative of this feeling. “ We 
reade that two Ambaasadours were sent out of France into Spaine to king 
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Alphonse the ninth to demand of the daughters which he had by the 
daughter of king Henrie the second of England, to bee married to their 
soveraigne king Lewes the eighth. One of these ladies was very beautifull, 
called Vrraca, the other not so be&utifull, bat named Blanche. When they 
were presented to the Ambass&dours, all men held it as a matter resolved 
that the choyce would light upon Vrraca, as the elder and fairer. But the 
Ambassadours enquiring each of their names, tooke offence at Vrraca, and 
made choyce of the lady Blanche, saying that her name would bee better 
received in France then the other, as signifying f&ire and be&utifull, accord- 
ing to the verse made to her honour/' 

Candida, candescens candore, et cordis et oris. 

And a modern French writer has the following passage, which shows 
that the same feeling still prevails amongst that people. “ What is your 
name, Mademoiselle ? Felise, replied the child. It is a pretty name, said 
the kind hearted woman. Felise — that means happy ; one that is born 
under a fortunate star ! Hearing these words, the traveller and her atten- 
dant involuntarily turned, and, doubtless struck by the same thought, cast 
a singular look upon the child.” 

Pegge has quoted from Fuller au amusing instance of the same super- 
stition in a Spaniard. Such was the ridiculous attachment to long and high 
sounding names and titles in Spain, that when an epidemical sickness rag- 
ed in London, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the Spanish Ambassador, 
who, I suppose, enjoyed a sesquipedal name, was consigned for safety to 
the charge of Sir John Cutts, at his seat in Cambridgeshire. The don, 
upon the occasion expressed some dissatisfaction ; feeling himself dispar- 
aged at being placed with a person whose name was so short. An am- 
nesty, however, was soon granted by tbe Spaniard ; for my author says, 
that what the knight lacked in length of name, he made up in the large- 
ness of his entertainment” 

When dramatic representations were first introduced into this country, 
the subjects were extracted from the Bible history ; and the names of tbe 
patriarchs and saints were principally used, the devil being the chief oomio 
performer. They were managed by the clergy, and enacted in churches 
and monasteries ; or under their direction, in the public streets on Corpus 
Christi day. About the time of the Reformation, these Mysteries and 
Miracle Plays were rivalled and ultimately superseded by historical dramas 
called Moralities ; and tbe names of the Virtues and Vices were substi- 
tuted for scripture characters } the devil's place in Comedy being supplied 
by a personage named Ygnor&noe ; whence was derived the Clown or Fool 
of Shakespeare and his oon temporaries. These were secular Interludes, 
and the origin of the regular drama. Thus, in 1520, we find “ A new In- 
terlude and s Mery, of the nature of the IV. elements j” which contained 
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the following characters — the Messengers, Nature, Naturale, Humanytie, 
Taverner, Experyence, Studious, Desire, Sensuall Appetyte, and Ygnor- 
ance. In 1567, was printed by Thomas Purfoote, a new and Mery En- 
terlude called the Trial of Treasure with these names : — Sturdines, 
Contentation, Visitation, Time, Lust, Sapience, Consolation, the Preface, 
Just, Pleasure, Oreedy Gutts, Elation, Trust, Treasure, and the Vice, who 
is here called Inclination. And to close these extracts, we find a multi- 
tude of curious names in a drama called Cambises, written by Thomas 
Preston about the same period ; viz. Counsel], Huf, Lob, Ruf, Commons 
Cry, Commons Complaint, Venus, Snuf, Small Hability, Proof, Execution, 
Diligence, Crueltie, Hob, Preparation, Ambidexter, Trial], Meretrix, Shame, 
Otian, and many others. 

From this personification of the Virtues, the custom of giving similar 
names to children was greatly fostered aud increased, in the hope that a 
propitious name might be the harbinger of virtue, prosperity and happi- 
ness; whence the female names of Faith, Grace, Hope, Temperance, Char- 
ity, Ac., abounded throughout England ; and have become standard names, 
with which the poor as well as the rich daily flatter their own feelings by 
conferring them on their beloved offspring ; and Freemasons usually follow 
the example in giving propitious names to their Lodges. 

I do not find, however, that our Lodges had any distinctive names be- 
fore the latter end of the last century. The four regular Lodges which 
were found in practice in the south of England at the revival of Masonry 
were designated by the sign of the taverns where they were respectively 
held. The same practice continued for many years. Before 1738, by an 
order of the Grand Lodge, an engraved list was published, which was re- 
ceived as occasion required. The two copies of this list in my possession 
were respectively printed in 1764 and 1767 ; the former dedicated to Lord 
Blaney, G. M., and the latter to the Duke of Beaufort, G. M. In both 
cases the Lodges are usually designated by a pictorial representation of the 
sign of the tavern where the brethren met. A printed list, dated 1774, 
appears to be in uniformity with those which were engraven. In 1784, Noor- 
thouck published his edition of Anderson’s Constitutions ; and the laws 
of the Grand Lodge therein recorded, make no mention of the name of a 
Lodge, but recognise the engraved list. In a catalogue dated 1790, the 
Lodges have names as well as numbers ; and two years later a list was 
published with names and numbers, as altered by the Grand Lodge. In 
the present Book of Constitutions the names of Lodges are formally re 
cognised, and directed to be enrolled in the Grand Lodge Books. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Con$ecration. 

* And now the king’s command went forth 
Among the people, bidding old and young, 

Husband and wife, the master and the slave, 

All the collected multitudes of Ad, 

Here to repair, and hold high festival.” 

Southey. 

“ All hail to the morning that bids us rejoice ; 

The temple’s completed, exalt high each voice; 

The Capeatone is finished, our labour is o’er, 

The sound of the gavel shall hail us no more. 

Almighty Jehovah descend now and fill 

This Lodge with thy glory, our hearts with good will ; 

Preside at our meeting, assist us to find 

True pleasures in teaching good will to mankind. 

Companions assemble on this joyful day, 

1'hp occasion is glorious, the Keystone to lay ; 

Fulfil’d is the promise by the Ancient of Bays, 

To bring forth the Capestone with shouting and praise.” 

Masonic Gonbecration Hymn. 

Wi will now suppose the Lodge to be built, furnished, decorated, and 
named ; it remains that the ceremony of Dedication and Consecration be 
performed before it can be legally used for Masonic purposes ; and that 
every thing may be done deoently aqd in order, these rites should he per- 
formed with every fitting solemnity, and in due and ample form. The 
Worshipful Master having first made the necessary arrangements with the 
provincial Grand Master, should instruct the Provincial Grand Secretary 
to make his preparations with the minutest accuracy, because the smallest 
omission may produce a very serious impediment in the ceremonial, and 
Utterly destroy its effect. Much also will depend on the tact and activity 
of the Director of Ceremonies, whose duty it is to superintend the proces- 
sions, and to see that every brother has his proper rank, according to the 
code of precedency which distinguishes the order. 

It is usual on these occasions for the Provincial Grand Chaplain to 
preach awermon at the church, to which the brethren move in formal pro- 
cession. How trifling soever this may be considered by some inconsiderate 
persons, its regulation is the result of no ordinary management. To give 
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St the proper effect requires the utmost nicety of arrangement. Every 
brother's place should be marked down on paper by the Director of Cere- 
monies, and openly proclaimed before he leaves the Lodge to join hn bre- 
thren in public. In the church, certain pews should be marked out as ap- 
propriated to the brethren according to their rank 7 others for ladies ; and 
the rest for the miscellaneous congregation. Care should also be taken to 
prevent all ingress and egress during the celebration of divine service, by 
children or loose persons, who are attracted by curiosity, and feel no inte- 
rest in the proceedings. In the course of my experience I have witnessed 
great disorders for want of a little preliminary caution in this respect. It 
should also be seriously impressed upon the Worshipful Master of every 
Lodge, that he is responsible for the regularity and decorum of his Com 
pany ; and that it is his duty to instruct and admonish them at some Lodge 
of emergency to be convened at home for that especial purpose, on the ne- 
cessity of appearing in the proper clothing of Masonry } and on the con- 
duct which it becomes them to observe at the approaobing commemoration, 
that Masonry in general, and their own Lodge in particular may not suffer 
in the estimation of the public. 

On the appointed day, the Ledge having been opened in due form by 
the Provincial Grand Master, and the Minutes read and confirmed; the 
Provincial Grand Secretary is directed to read the order of procession ; 
after which a charge is delivered from the throne on propriety of conduct, 
and the necessity of adhering strictly to all the forms, as they have beeQ 
regulated by the Masonic authorities. After which the Lodge is adjourned, 
and the ladies are admitted into the gallery. The procession now moves 
round the Lodge thrice, and afterwards the brethren remain stationary ; 
the elements of consecration arranged, and the following passage from 
scripture is read by the Provincial Grand Chaplain. 

“ Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the 
tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solo- 
mon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the Ark of the Covenant of 
the Lord out of the city of David, whioh is Zion^ And all the men of 
Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast, in the month 
Ethanim, which is the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, 
and the priests took up the Ark ; and they brought up the Ark of the 
Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that 
were in the tabernacle ; even those did the priests and the Levites bring 
up. And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel that were as- 
sembled unto him were with him before the Ark, sacrificing sheep, and 1 
oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests 
brought in the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the Most Holy Place.” (1 Kings, viii. 1—6.) 

An Anthem proper for the occasion is then sung, which is nsu&lly writ- 
ten for the purpose by some member of the Lodge. The Architect then 
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makes bis report ; and the Provincial Grand Master delivers & suitable 
Oration ; and concludes by directing the brethren to move forward in pro* 
cession to church. 

This is the point when the talent of the Director of Ceremonies displays 
itself. Without the most judicious management on his part, a scene of 
great confusion would ensne. His duty is to place himself within theen* 
trance of the Lodge and proclaim every brother by his office or rank as he 
is to take his situation in the procession, beginning at the top of his Roll, 
and suffer no person to pass, under any pretence whatever, until his name 
be called* This process, with an assistant below to arrange the brethren 
as they arrive in the street, or in the court of the Lodge, as the case may 
be, will preserve due order, and complete the regularity of the proceedings. 
To give facility to this movement, the Masters of the several Lodges should 
act the part of captains of companies in a regiment of soldiers on parade 
and keep the brethren of their respective Lodges strictly together, not 
allowing them to mix with other Lodges ; because it would occasion con* 
siderable embarrassment when the names were called ; and at this point of 
the ceremonial no time ought to be wasted in rearrangement. Every Lodge 
should be ready to obey the summons of the Director of Ceremonies. 

The following form of procession I should recommend as being moat ap- 
appropriate for the use of the Provinces ; every brother or file of brethren, 
observing a distance of six feet in the rear of his predecessor; so that a 
procession of fifty brethren walking by pairs may occupy a space of about 
one hundred yards. 

A Tyler with a sword. 

Union Flag* 

Band of Musio. ' 

Union Flag. 

Visiting Brethren two and two. 

Rough Ashlar borne on a pedestal. 

• Lodges out of the Province. 

The private lodges of the County in the following order $ the highest 
numbers walking first 

Tyler with a sword. 

Brethren two and two 
Inner Guard with a sword. 

Two Deacons. 

Stewards. 

Secretary. 

Treasurer. 

Chaplain. 

Past Master. 

Two Wardens. 

The Lodge Banner* 
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Muter. 

The Perfect Ashlar borne on a pedestal before the W. Muter of the 
senior Lodge bj a brother of his own Company. 

P. G. Tyler with.* sword. 

Union flag. 

Tracing Board of the First Degree. 

Inner Guard with a sword. 

Put P. G. Deacons two and two. • 

Tracing Board of the Second Degree. 

Put P. G. Organist. 

Put P. G. Architect. 


The two P. G. Deacons bearing the Warden’s Pillars on Pedestals. 
A Cornucopia borne by a Brother, 

P. G. Organist 
P. G. Architect. 

P. G. Director of Ceremonies. 

Tracing Board of the Third Degree. 

Past P. G. Treasurer and Secretary. 

The Book of Constitutions on a Pedestal. 


P. G. 
Steward 
with a 
wand. 


P. G. Secretary. 

P. G. Registrar. 

P. G. Treasurer. 

' The Holy Bible, Square and ' 

J Compasses, carried by four I 
Master Mason’s Sons} open 
h at Numbers x. 

P. G. Chaplain. 

Put P. G. Wardens two and two. 


P. G. 
Steward 
with a 
wand. 


The Three Lights placed triangularly on a Pedestal. 

P. G. Junior Warden with a gavel. 

P. G. Senior Warden with a gavel. 

p . G. Steward > P. G. Standard. \ P 9tewt f 
with a wand. $ { with a wand. 

The Globes on a Pedestal. 


Banner of the D. P. G. M. 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master. 

P. G. Steward ) . Banner of the i P. G. Steward 
with a wand. $ G. M. ( with a wand. 

P. G. Sword Bearer. 

j Proriooul Grand Muter, j 

Union Flag. 

Two Stewards with wands. 

P. G. Tyler with a sword. 

When the procession arrives at the church door, the leading files halt 
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and the brethren fall back to the right and left as before mentioned, and 
make an opening for the Provincial Grand Master and his Staff to pass 
np the centre* Thus the procession will enter the church in a reversed 
order, and the Covenant is placed on a pedestal in front of the Reading 
Desk where it remains during the whole service* 

On returning from church, the Lodge is resumed, and the dedication 
and consecration solemnised by an adherence to those ancient and secret 
forms whfch it would be improper as welt as needless to describe here, as 
the outline, so far as can be legally communicated, may be found in Pres- 
ton’s Illustrations, and many other Masonic works* 


CHAPTER VIII. 

The Pillar qf Wisdom* 

* The elevenths poynt ys of good dyacftcyotm, 

As ye mows know* by good reeonn; 

A Mason, and he thya craft wel con, 

That sygth hys felow hewen on a aton. 

And ya yn poynt to spylle that »ton, 

Amende hyt tone, yef that thou con, 

And teche hym thenne hyt to amende, 

That the werke be not y-schende. 

And teche hym eaely hyt to amende, 

Wyth fayre wordee, that God the hath lends, 

For hys sake that aytte above, 

With awete wordea noresche hym love." 

Ancirxt Masonic Manuscript. 

Freemasonry may be justly considered as a regular and well formed 
society, embracing, in one universal bofid of brotherhood, all mankind, 
without any distinction arising from birth, country, education, climate, and 
colour, who have been admitted to a participation of its sublime mysteries, 
on the broad principle, that there is no respect of persons in the eye of 
that all-wise and all-powerful being who created and governs the Universe ; 
who is distinguished by the attributes of wisdom and loving kindness, and 
a disposition to do every thing for the general benefit of his creatures.-— 
Henee, wherever a Mason may stray— even though it be into countries di- 
versified by every variety of manners and customs, language and religion, 
he will always find a home ; — he will always meet with some kind friend 
and brother, to give him welcome, to greet him with the right hand of 
fellowship, to promote his interests, and to give him comfort and consola- 
tion in his distress. 

It may truly be said of the fraternity, as Archbishop Potter predicates 
respecting the members of the Chureh, that they are “ united not only by 
the love and affection, by consent of opinion, or similitude of manners. 
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which may happen to the members of other societies ; bat they all bear 
the same relation to the same oommon head. This it is, whereby regular 
Societies are distinguished from confused multitudes; that whereas the 
latter are only locaHy united, and when their parts are dispersed, they u U 
terly cease to he ; the former are joined under the same form of govern- 
ment to the same common head, by their alliance to which their several 
parts, how remote soever in place, do maintain a strict communion with 
one another. Thus the sever^ persons who live in the same city or king- 
dom, are united into one oivil society. And the Jews, however dispersed, 
were all united to God and to one another in the same religions society, 
having all obligated themselves by the same Covenant, to be the people of 
God. Whence they are called God's peculiar treasure, a kingdom of 
priests, an holy nation. And being engaged as one and the same person 
to him, they are called his Spouse, whence God is said to have married 
them, and to be their husband. In the very same manner Christians be- 
ing separated from the world, and united to Christ by the New Covenant, 
are called a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation." And 
Freemasons, however widely dispersed, are united under a mystic tie, as 
brethren of the same order, obligated on the same Covenant, governed by 
the same laws, and practising the same ceremonies. The constitutions of 
the society are placed ou a firm basis, and the Landmarks are not suscepti- 
ble of alteration, although the laws which do not afiect its mechanism may 
be modified or changed ; with the consent of the brethren assembled in 
Grand Lodge, to meet the demands or requisitions of any improvement in 
the state of society ; in order that Freemasonry may not remain stationary, 
while other sciences are making rapid strides towards perfection. 

There is nothing to be found in the constitution of the order, but what 
is perfectly consistent with the principles by which it is governed. Thus 
the ancient Charges provide that “ the rulers and governours supreme and 
subordinate, of the ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective sta- 
tions by all the brethren, aeoording to the old oharges and regulations, with 
all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity." These rulers, according to an 
original law of revived Grand Lodge, were the Grand Master and his War- 
dens ; and they were repeated in every private Lodge, which in fact is but 
a transcript of the Grand Lodge ; although, as the number of Masons in- 
ereased, other officers called assistants, were subsequently added. The coit- 
stitution of a Lodge is essentially democratic, because the rulers and go- 
vernours of the craft, in the person of the Grand Master, as well as the 
Master of every private Ledge, are elected annually ^universal suffrage} 
every brother having a vote in the latter case, and the Masters, Wardens, 
and Past Masters of every private Lodge forming a legitimate delegation 
to vote in the election of the Grand Master. 

All actual power is vested, during their term of office, ia the Master and 

ids Wardens; but the former is the responsible officer, and therefore his dn» 

44 
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ties are carefullj guarded by specific laws, and solemn pledges. Thus tbe 
Constitutions provide that “ every Master, when placed in the Chair shall 
solemnly pledge himself to observe all the old established tinges and cus- 
toms, and to preserve the Landmarks of the order, and most strictly to 
enforce them withii^his own Lodge. He must also take care that the By- 
Laws of the Lodge be faithfully written ; and that books be kept in which 
he, or some brother appointed by him as Secretary, shall enter the names 
of its members, and of all persons initiated or admitted therein, with the 
dates of their proposal, initiation or admission, passing, and raising ; also 
their ages, as nearly as possible, and their titles, professions, or trades, to- 
gether with such transactions of the Lodge as are proper to be written. — 
The accounts shall also be regnlarly kept, and the fees payable to the Grand 
Lodge shall be entered in a separate and distinct account. The Master is 
responsible for the correct insertion of all the above particulars ; and is 
bound to produce such lists, minutes, and accounts, when required by any 
lawful authority.” 

The Master of a Lodge, however, has still more onerous duties to dis- 
. charge. He must be true and trusty, of good report, and held in ^high 
estimation amongst his brethren. He must be well skilled in our noble 
scienoe, and a lover of the craft ; exemplary in his conduct, courteous in 
his manners, easy of address, but steady and firm in principle. He has 
imposed on him as the Pillar of Wisdom, the charge of instructing the 
brethren in Masonry ; not merely by repeating certain formal passages 
night after night, which are calculated rather to weary than enlighten the 
mind ; bnt to adapt his instructions to the capacity of his hearers, and to 
see that none depart unimproved in moral virtue, and a steadfast resolu- 
tion so to adorn their Masonic profession, that the world may disoern its 
influence on their ontward conduct, and learn from thence that its pre- 
cepts have been firmly planted in the heart. The Master of a Lodge is by 
no means a routine office, although it is frequently considered to be so ; 
and a brother, who possesses sufficient tact and aotivity to work the mak- 
ings, passings, and raising, considers himself to be furnished with every 
requisite qualification to rule or govern a Lodge. 

This is a grevions error; and I have witnessed in the conrse of my ex- 
perience, many unfortunate consequences result from an imprudent choice 
of the chief officer of a Lodge. If he be inefficient, his inadequacy is 

I soon discovered by the brethren, and disgust or pity is sure to ensue. — 
They forbear to complain, because he is their own choice. They cannot 
expostulate, becansp his authority is supreme, and it is their duty to obey. 
A secret dissatisfaction is therefore indulged, which is the more dangerous 
from being irremediable. A writer of the last century, speaking on this 
subject, has the following judicious remark* “ When the body languishes 
Under any secret, lurking distemper, it is always restless and uneasy ; per- 
petually shifting its position, though every altered motion gives fresh pain 
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and disquietude ; and thus it is with the mind also ; which, onee deprived 
of that ease and quiet on which its health And happiness depend, is ever 
seeking after new object* to divert its anguish, and deoeive it into a mo- 
mentary and false tranquility / 1 

In this state of things— -the Master’s ineompetenoy becoming more ap- 
parent every Lodge night,— the brethren are remiss in their attendance ; 
defections ensue ; and a very serious defalcation in the constitution of the 
Lodge soon becomes visible; and its declension in numbers and respecta- 
bility is the inevitable result. 

The evils arising from the ineompetenoy of the Master of a Lodge, are 
practically illustrated in the degree of Past Master as it is conferred in the 
United States. Colonel Stone, who appears to have beeif well informed 
on the subject, tells ns that the chief object of this degree is to exemplify 
the necessity of government, and to enforce upon the minds of those who 
are called to govern, the importance of qualifying themselves for the skil- 
ful and efficient discharge of their duties. The ceremonies of the degree 
are extended to great length ; but they are such as strongly impress upon 
the newly elected Master, a sense of his own deficiencies in the matter of 
government, and the need he has of promptness and energy in preserving 
the discipline of the sooiety over which he is to preside. The process of 
conferring the degree — teaching by practical illustrations — is apparently 
grave, though withal rather amusing. The Colonel here describes the pro- 
cess, which I omit because it is inconsistent with my plan, but he concludes 
with these observations. “ It is unquestionably true, that in the proceed- 
ings I have thus attempted to describe, there is often much confusion and 
not a little merriment ; arising solely from the perplexity, and ludicrous 
conduct, performed with sober gravity, by the candidate. I shall never 
forget my own embarrassing exploits when called to this trying station. — 
The laugh at a man thus circumstanced, may argne want of grace ; but the 
couplet must be finished in extenuation ; for to be grave would exceed all 
power of face. Still there is nothing wicked, or malicious, or riotous in 
it ; although the noise may be misconstrued by those without the Lodge, 
into the wild uproar of revellers. But a single rap, at the proper moment, 
hushes all into instantaneous silenoe. Indeed there is no body or society 
of* men on earth — no meeting or assemblage, — under such strict, imme- 
diate, and effective control, as a Lodge or chapter of Masons.” 

It is easy fier a superficial observer to be deoetvod in a man’s true char- 
acter, until the solidity of his judgment has been tested by experience. — 
Vivacity may be mistaken for wit, and gravity for wisdom. A brother 
who is stimulated to obtrude himself into the high offices of a Lodge pre- 
maturely, will seldom be found to possess the requisite ability for execu- 
ting their duties with credit to himself or benefit to the fraternity. He is 
too intent on his own personal aggrandisement to care much for the gen- 
eral interests of the community in which he moves. We usually see, as 
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through a glass! darkly ; and, when it is too late, we frequently discover 
that instead of a wise and judicious chief — instead of a wary and prudent 
ruler, we have committed ear interests to the keeping of an idle jester, or 
an ignorant pretender. In either case, the reputation of the Lodge is put 
in jeopardy, and it will be fortunate if it escapes public reprobation. 

The Master ought to possess knowledge, to diversify his instructions ; 
judgment, to preserve the happy medium between rashness and coward- 
ness; talent, to address the brethren at length on every emergency ; tact, 
to conciliate disputes, and reconcile contending brethren ; and presence of 
mind, to decide correctly on any sudden indiscretion or irregularity which 
may occur amongst the members of the Lodge, that order and good fellow- 
ship may be perfect and complete. He should always bear in mind that 
a strict and unwavering adherenoe to the laws, on every practicable point, 
will never produce rebellion, although temporary dissatisfaction may some- 
times occur. But it is always short lived. The evils arising out of disor- 
ganisation in a Lodge are usually the effects of an unnecessary interference 
in trifling matters, which if passed over without notioe, would create no 
sensation, either of pleasure or pain. 

The great secret of government is to understand oorreotly under what 
circumstances authority ought to be exercised, and where it would be pro- 
fitably withheld. The Master may be easy in his manners, and courteous 
in disposition, but he must beware how he permits any kindness of heart 
to interfere with stringent duties, or to tolerate disobedience to the laws of 
Masonry. It has been said with equal judgment and truth, that “ there 
is no praise so lightly accorded as that of being a good hearted man cU the 
bottom . It is often bestowed on men guilty of notorious vices, and utterly 
devoid of principle. The secret of this strange appropriation of evil lies 
in the unstinted toleration with which such characters behold the faults of 
others. A good hearted man at the bottom will give his hand in amity to 
the living representative of almost any crime or weakness that can disgrace 
humanity. He will poor fellow the desperate gamester ; good fellow the 
desperate drunkard ; and fine fellow the desperate libertine ; in return for 
all which good heartedness, ke expects to receive plenary indulgence for 
all his own irregularities of every description whatever.” It will be easily 
seen that such a good hearted man at the bottom would make but an in- 
different Master of a Ledge. Its respectability would soon be compromised 
under such rule, and ife members would dwindle away till none remained. 

' The Pillar of wisdom must be of a very different character. 

The By-Laws of a Lodge are usually so dear that they can scarcely be 
misinterpreted ; and being m the hands of every brother, they are univer- 
sally known. When these am adhered to, seooniing to their literal con- 
struction, the interference of the Master would bo rather injurious than 
benefieial, and tend to shake the confidence which the members ought al- 
ways to have in their ohiefi But while he overiooks trifling and unimpov 
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tent deviations, it is his bounden doty to enforoe the discipline of his Lodge 
by a strict observance of the Landmarks, and by a judicious attention to 
every rule whose breach might compromise any prominent principle of the 
order. He most never exercise partiality, or be deteoted in the slightest 
bias in favour of individuals ; but when fine or punishment is incurred, he 
must be firm in his decisions, and prompt in the enforcement of any sen- 
tence which may be found necessary to promote the welfare of Masonry in 
general, or his own Lodge in particular. 

A brother who possesses all these qualifications, will rule and govern his 
Lodge with honour to himself, and satisfaction to the brethren ; it will re- 
1 present a well regulated and happy family where harmony and brotherly 
love will prevail amongst the members ; fraternal affeotion will preside un- 
tainted with strife and disoord ; the community will endeavour to promote 
eaoh others welfare, and rejoice in each other’s prosperity ; the order will 
become respectable in the sight of men, and the Master will retire from 
bia government crowned with all the honours the fraternity can bestow. 

The character of a good Master may be summed up in a few words. He 
has been invested with power that he may promote the happiness and pros- 
perity of the Lodge. For this purpose he considers that when he under- 
took the office, his duties were greatly increased j embracing many points 
which require his utmost attention and solicitude. He feels that much 
will depend on his own example ; for how excellent soever the precepts 
which he enforces may appear, they will lose half their value if they be 
not borne out and verified by bis own praotice. This is the mainspring 
which actuates and gives vitality to the whole machine. If his power be 
exercised tyrannically, the brethren will not love him ; if he allow the 
reigns of government to be too much relaxed, they will despise him ; if he 
be irregular and dissolute in his habits, they will condemn him. He must 
be a pattern of correctness to his Lodge, and never allow his authority to 
be pleaded in extenuation of any serious delinquencies. 

Tremblingly alive to the responsibility which rests upon him, he con- 
sults the By-Laws, and determines to regulate his conduct strictly by their 
provisions. He allows no innovations to be practised in the ceremonial or 
mechanism of the order ; no private committees or separate conversation 
amongst the brethren, but keeps them rigidly attentive to the business be- 
fore them ; no jesting or ludicrous behaviour which may disturb the seri- 
ous avocations in whioh they are engaged ; no disputes or unbecoming lan- 
guage amongst themselves ; and while, during the moments of relaxation, 
he enjoys himself, in common with the rest of the brethren, with innocent 
mirth, he carefully avoids all excess, and never suffers the harmony of the 
Lodge to be disturbed by any altercations on the forbidden subjects of re- 
ligion or politics ; and before closing the Lodge he cautions them in the 
language of an ancient Charge, “ to consult their health by not continuing 
together too late or too long from home after Lodge hour* are past ; and 
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by avoiding of gluttony or drunkenness, that their families be not neglect- 
ed or injured, and themselves be disabled from working.” 

He is regular in his habits both in the Lodge and in the world. Puno- 
tual to a moment in opening and closing the Lodge, as a stimulus to the 
correct attendance of the brethren ; for nothing shows to so much advan- 
tage in the Pillar of Wisdom as this exactness with regard to time. In 
performing the rites of Masonry, whether in the initiation of candidates, 
the delivery of lectures, or other routine business, he exhibits a seriousness 
of deportment, and earnestness of demeanour, which attract the attention, 
interest the feelings, and contribute to reeommend the beauties of the sys- 
tem, while they inform the understanding and improve the heart. 

There is still another point of great moment to the well-being of a 
Lodge, which depends in some measure on the correet judgment of the 
Master ; and that is, the proper choice of candidates for initiation. The 
good Master will firmly resist the admission of any person whatever whose 
character does not correspond with the requisitions contained in the an- 
cient Charges. The candidates must be good and true men, free-born, and 
of mature and discreet age and sound judgment, no bondmen, no women, 
no immoral or scandalous men, but of good report ; for all perferment 
amongst Masons is grounded upon real worth and personal merit only. — 
This is of such paramount importance, that the Grand Lodge has thought 
proper to issue a penal injunction on the subject ; because “ great discredit 
and injury have been brought upon our ancient and honourable fraternity 
from admitting members and receiving candidates without due notice be- 
ing given, or enquiry made into their characters and qualifications ; and 
also from the passing and raising of Masons without due instructions in 
the respective degrees ; it is therefore determined that, in future, a viola- 
tion or neglect of any of the laws respecting the proposing of members, 
or of making, passing, and raising, shall subject the Lodge offending to 
erasure, because no emergency can be allowed as a justification ; nor can 
a dispensation in any case be granted.” To prevent, therefore the intro- 
duction of improper persons, it is provided by the By-Laws of every Lodge, 
that no person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member of a Ledge, 
if, on the ballot, three black balls appear against him. Some Lodges wish 
for no such indulgence, but require the unanimous consent of the mem- 
bers present ; some admit one black ball, some two ; the By-Laws of each 
Lodge must therefore guide them in this respect; but if there be three 
black balls, such person cannot, on any pretence, be admitted. 

If all Lodges were conducted on these principles, they would become, 
in a more perfect manner, the seat of happiness and joy ; peace, harmony, 
and brotherly love, would ever pres : de at their social meetings; and they 
would exhibit no imperfect resemblance of that^ blessed state to which all 
good and worthy Masons aspire, when TO AOTU shall eternally pre- 
side over the saints in glory. 
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CHAPTER IX 

The Pillar* of Strength and Beauty. 

44 When the Senior Warden standing in the West, 

Calls ns from our Labours to partake of rest, 

We unite, whilst he recites 
The duties of a Mason. 

On the level meet, on the square we part. 

Repeats each worthy brother; 

This rale in view, we thus review 
Our friendship for each other. 

When the Junior Warden to Rzfreshotot calls os 
And the Sun is at meredian height. 

Let us merrily unite most cheerily, 

In social harmony new joys invite. 

One and aH, at his eall. 

To the feast repairing, 

All around, joys resound, 

Each the pleasure sharing. 1 * 

W«bb. 

. 44 They that have used the office of a Deacon well, purchase to themselves a good 
Degree. — St. Paul. 

The duty of the Wardens is somewhat more restricted. As the Master 
is presumed to be endued with Wisdom to contrive, so the Senior Warden 
ought to be in possession of Strength to support, and the Junior Warden 
of Beauty to adorn. And this explains the disposition of the Lodge. The 
Worshipful Master is placed in the East, to represent the Sun at its rising 
in the morning, that he may open his Lodge, and employ and instruct the 
brethren in Masonry ; to whom it is his duty to communicate light ; for- 
cibly impressing upon their minds the dignity and high importance of 
Freemasonry, and zealously admonishing them never to disgraoe it So 
that when a person is said to be a Mason, the world may know that he is 
one to whom the burdened heart may pour forth its sorrows ; to whom the 
distressed may prefer their suit ; whose hand is guided by justice, and 
whose heart is expanded by benevolence. The Junior Warden is placed 
in the South, that he may observe the Sun at its due meridian, which is 
the most beautiful part of the day, to call the men from labour to refresh- 
ment, and from refreshment to labour, that pleasure and profit may be the 
mutual result ; while the Senior Warden takes his station in the West, 
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that at the setting of the Sun he may dismiss the men from their labours, 
to renew their strength by rest, and close bis Lodge by command of the 
Worshipful Master, after seeing that every brother has had his due. 

The duty of the Senior Warden, like that of the Master, is indicated by 
his Jewel of office, whicli is a symbol of equality, and instructs him that 
the duties of his situation ought to be executed with strict impartiality, 
and without respect of persons. Regularity of attendance is an essential 
part of this office, because if the Master shonld die, or be removed, or be 
rendered incapable of discharging the duties of his office, the Senior War- 
den must supply his plaoe, until the next election of officers ; and even, 
should the Master necessarily be absent from any single Lodge, the Senior 
Warden must rule the Lodge, if no former master be present. 

The Junior Warden is also an important officer. The Jewel by which 
he is distinguished, is an emblem of ^uprightness, and points out the just 
and upright conduct which he is bound to pursue, in conjunction with the 
Master and his brother Warden, in ruling and governing the brethren of 
the Lodge according to the constitutions of the order; and more particu- 
larly by a due attention to caution and security in the examination of strange 
visitors. Lest by his neglect any unqualified person should be enabled to 
impose upon the Lodge, and the brethren be thus innooently led to forfeit 
their obligation. The Jewels to which reference has been here made, are 
termed Moveable Jewels, beoause they hang pendant from the collars of 
the three chief officers of the Lodge, and are transferrable to their succes- 
sors at proper times and seasons. 

The Lodges in the early part of the last century were worked by three 
principal officers only 5 and the present assistant officers were then un- 
known. In fact the office of a Deacon does not appear of any great im- 
portance in the business of Masonry ; and I suspect that it was not intro- 
duced till near the expiration of the century. I am not prepared to name 
the exact date, because I have not convenient access to any Lodge Minute 
Books which are earlier than the commencement of the present century ; 
but I shall approximate very nearly to it if I state it to be between the 
years, 1785 and 1790. In the primitive Lodges the Worshipful Master 
stood in the East, and both the Wardens were pkoed in the West. This 
disposition of the chief officers is evident from every copy of tha Lectures 
down to the year 1784 ; and the old Masonio song, which is still used, 
proclaims the fact. 

In the West see the Wardens submissively stand, 

The Master to aid. and obey his command ; 

The intent of his signal we perfectly know, 

And we ne’er take offence when he gives us a blow; 

A Continental writer of the period says to the same effect. Lorsqu’on 
se met a talkie, le Venerable s’assied le premier en haut du cote de 1’ Orient. 
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Le 'premier et second Surveillana se plaoent vis-a-vis le Venerable a r Oc- 
cident. 

The station in the Sooth was oocnpied by the Senior Entered Appren- 
tice, aid his business was “ to obej the instructions of the Master, and to 
welcome the visiting brethren, after due proof, first had and obtained, that 
they were Masons.” This letter duty was transferred to the Junior War- 
den when he was placed in the South on the appointment of Deacons, as 
attendants on the two chief officers; and in a copy of the Lectures which 
were used about the close of the 18th century, the Junior Warden’s office, 
amongst other important matters, is said to include “ the examination of 
visitors.” While in the same lectures, the office of the deaoons is simply 
explained to he, the one “ to carry messages from the Master to the Senior 
Warden ;” and the other, “ to carry messages from the Senior to the Junior 
Warden, that they may be regularly dispersed round the Lodge.” The 
Junior Entered Apprentice was plaoed in the North “ to prevent the in- 
trusion of cowans and eavesdroppers and his duty, at the above period 
was transferred to the Tyler. It will also be remembered that from the 
revival of Masonry in 1717, no Lodge was competent to confer more than 
one degree ; and the Entered Apprentice was entitled to vote on all ques- 
tions, even in the Grand Lodge. The Senior Entered Apprentice was 
therefore an important personage, and qualified for the office of a Warden ; 
hut he could not be elected to the Chair of the Lodge until he had been 
passsed to the degree of a Fellow Craft in Grand Lodge. In some Lodges, 
down to the year 1780, the above two officers were denominated Senior 
and Junior Stewards. < 

In 1745, the officers of the Lodges on the Continent are thus described. 
u Every private Lodge possesses the power of ohosing its Master (Vener- 
able) from its own members, by a plurality of voioes. In France, how- 
ever, this was frequently a life affioe. There were also two other principal 
officers appointed by the Master, and oalled Wardens (Surveillana.) It 
was their duty to see that the regulations of the order were observed by 
the members ; to superintend the oeremonies and lectures under the direc- 
tions of the Master. Each Lodge had also a Treasurer to whom were en- 
trusted the funds of the lodge, of which he was obliged to render an ac- 
count to the brethren in an especial lodge holden for the purpose on the 
first Sunday in every month. It had also a Secretary to record the delib- 
erations of the Lodge, of which he was obliged to make a report periodi- 
cally to the Grand Secretary. The office of a Deaoon it not named. 

There is no mention of Deacons in any of the early Constitutions of Ma- 
sonry ; whether edited by Hunter, Senex, and Hooke, (1728 ;) ditto An- 
derson, (1725, 1788 ;) Cole, 1728, 1751 ;) Watte, (1780 ;) 8pratt, (1751 ;) 
Entick, (1756, 1767;) Kearsley, (1769;) Dennett, (1756, 1773;) or 
Noorthouck, (1784.) In the year 1781, it was declared in Grand Lodge, 
that the Grand Master, bis Deputy, tad the Wardens, were the only Grand 
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Officers; and in 1768 a fund being raised towards building a Freemasons 
Hall, each Grand Officer was subjected to an annual payment in proportion 
to the dignity of his office. Amongst these offices the Deacons are not re- 
1 gistered, although the list extends down to the Grand Sword Bearer ; nor 
are they mentioned in it at all. 

In the details of the Procession whieh took place at the dedication of 
the above Hall, although Noorthouck has particularised the situation of 
every officer who was present on the occasion, down to the Tyler, no Dea- 
cons occur. It is clear therefore, that in 1776, Deacons were unknown as 
Masonic office bearers. Again, in the Edition of Preston’s Illustrations 
dated 1781, where he gives directions for the investiture of the several 
officers of a Lodge in his description of the ceremony of installation, no 
mention is made of the Deacons, while we find them introduced into a sub- 
sequent edition of the same work. In the Masonic Miscellanies of Stephen 
Jones (1797,) he describes the above ceremony; and also inserts the or- 
der of a procession at funerals, in neither of which is the office of a Dea- 
con to be found. These repeated examples cannot fail to prove satisfac- 
torily that Deacons were not considered necessary in working the business 
of a Lodge before the very latter end of the 18th century. 

At this period the number of Masons had increased considerably, and 
some additional officers appeared to be necessary to assist in the govern- 
ment of the Lodges. The office of a Deacon was therefore instituted ; and 
as there were two Wardens, the same number of Deaoons were appointed 
as their immediate deputies and assistants, and the representatives of all 
absent craftsmen. The Stewards are now considered as assistants to the 
Deacons, and the representatives of all absent Entered Apprentices. The 
duties attached to the office of a Deacon are, “ to convey messages, to obey 
commands, and to assist at initiation!, and in the general practice of the 
rites and ceremonies of the order/ 9 The Jewel of their office is a dove, 
as an emblem of peace, and characteristic of their duties ; and their badges 
are two columns, which are entrusted to them at their investiture ; and 
when the work of Masonry in the Lodge is carrying on, the Senior Dea- 
con’s column is raisod ; and when the Lodge is called from labour to re* 
freshment, that of the Junior Deaeon is raised, and the other lowered.— 
In the old Lodges these badges were called “ Truncheons •” and an In- 
ventory of the furniture belonging to a Lodge at Chester, taken in the year 
1761, mentions among other things, “ two Truncheons for the Wardens.’ 9 

At the present day Deacons are unknown on the Continent The Free- 
mason’s Lexicon, a German publication, thus names the existing officers of 
a Lodge. u Every lodge has officers, via. 1 W. M. ; 2. S. W. ; 3. J. W. ; 
4. Secretary; 5. Lecturer; 6. Master of the Ceremonies; 7. Two Stew^ 
ards; 8. Treasurer. In most lodges there are, besides these, a Past Mas- 
ter, a Preparer, an Almoner, a Hospitalier, and a Decorator. Many of 
the first officers have their deputies or substitutes; and the first three are 
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of^reat importance to a Lodge, especially if they have another and a bet- 
ter motive for accepting office than merely to wear a decoration. It is their 
duty to propagate Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty ; and like the Sun and 
Moon, to lighten the paths of the brethren ; but they will not be fit to do 
this, nor to gain the love and respect of the members, if they are not en- 
dowed with a zeal for the real objects of the society, and well acquainted 
with the means of accomplishing these objects. They should also diligently 
strive to obtain a thorough knowledge of the mental capacities of all the 
brethren of their Lodge, in order that they may know how, with greater 
certainty, and security to instruct and improve them in Masonry.” 

At the conclusion of this chapter, a few words on the duties of the mem- 
bers may not be unacceptable ; and they may be comprised within a very 
narrow compass. As we are none of us free from faults, it is the duty 
of every brother to bear with the infirmities, to pardon the errors and to 
be kind and considerate towards those with whom he is so intimately con- 
nected. There are few tempers so depraved, but a sincere endeavour to 
please, will excite in their bosom9, a corresponding sentiment of love and 
gratitude. We are under peculiar obligations, and it is equally our duty 
and our interest to discharge them faithfully, and to the letter. Amidst 
the various dispositions of mankind, we must not expect to meet with all 
we could wish in every brother who is linked with us in the indissoluble 
chain of Masonry; but if we resolve to do unto others as we would have 
them do unto us, our happiness and mental satisfaction will usually be 
amply gratified. Every relative and social duty is founded on mutual ob- 
ligations ; and where the seeds of love and friendship are not sown ; or 
where that which springs up from them is not cultivated and improved, it 
will be but " as the grass growing on the housetop,” wherewith, as the 
glorious language of the Psalmist expresses it, “ the mower filleth not his 
hand, neither he that bindeth the sheaves, his bosom.” 

A kind and courteous behaviour, therefore, to those amongst whom wo 
live, is what I should recommend and enforce as a branch of Masonic duty ; 
because if we hope to be happy in our several stations and professions, and 
amidst all the misfortunes and calamities which are incident to our pre- 
sent state of existence, we must practise the Masonic virtues, not only of j 
Faith, Hope, and Charity ; but also of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, j 
and Justice. And above all we must be humane, charitable, and benevo- t 
lent ; knowing that whatever tends to ensure the felicity of our fellow \ 
creatures will be pleasing in the sight of God; and contribute, in its de- 
gree, to advance our perfection in this world, and ultimately to exalt us to 
“ a building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Tracing Board of an E. A. P, 

Hail Masonry] to thee we raise 
The song of triumph, and of Praise. 

The Sun which shines supreme on high, 

The Stars that glisten in the sky, 

The Moon that yields her silver light, 

And vivifies the lonely night 
Must by the course of nature fade away, 

A ud all the Earth alike in time decay ; 

Bnt while they last shall Masonry Endure; 

Built on such Pillars solid and secure ; 

And at the last triumphantly shall rise 
In brotherly affection to the skies. 

Masoxic Obi. 

A chapter on this subject may appear superfluous after the copious illus- 
trations of the Tracing Boards which may be found in the Historical Land- 
marks of Freemasonry, Lock iv, v, xvi, and xxvi ; but in a Book whioh 
treats professedly on the Lodge and its workings, a few additional obser- 
vations may with strict propriety be offered to render it complete and 
particularly as our indefatigable Bro. Harris has just published a new and 
improved edition of the Tracing Boards, which does him infinite credit, 
and cannot fail to be of essential service to the Masters of Lodges, in the 
instruction whioh is periodically given to the brethren on the symbolical 
machinery of the order. 

In the Tracing Board before us, the candidate’s progress in Masonry 
bears a great resemblance to that of the baptised ohristian on his road to 
heaven, according to the system recommended and practised in the earliest 
ages of Christianity. He enters into Covenant at the Font, which is placed 
at the West end of the Church, where, by his sponsors, he makes profes- 
sion of his faith, receives the 0. B, and becomes entitled to the white robe 
as a catechumen, in imitation probably of the Levites who were selected 
by King Solomon to carry the Ark of the Covenant into the Temple at 

* A Pamphlet has been recently published by the Grand Lodges of the United 
States, called * ( the Masonic Trestle Board for the use of Lodges and brethren.” It 
embraces the illustrations of the th.'ee degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, arranged 
and adapted to the national system of Work or Lectures, as recommended by the 
the National Convention, and adopted by all the Grand Lodges in the States. 
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Jerusalem. The white garment was delivered with a solemn charge In 
this form. “ Receive the white and immaculate garment, which thou 
mayesfc bring forth without spot before the tribunal of onr Lord Jesus 
Christ, that thou mayesi have eternal Hfo.” Such is the commencement 
nf his career in the Church militant ; where, if he contend faithfully to 
the ehd, he will attain the Church triumphant m heaven. 

In like manner the candidate for Masonry, being duly prepared, is in- 
troduced into the Lodge at the West end, and having made profession of 
his faith, by the assistance of his guide, he receives the 0 & j light dawns , 
upon his darkened mind, and he is invested by the officer in the West 
with a white or lambskin apron, which he is told is more anoient than the > j 
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more honourable than the Star and Car- I 
ter, or any other order under the sun which could he conferred upon him J 
at that time or any other, by king, prince, or potentate, except he be a I 
Mason. If his Masonio coarse, thus commenced in order, be conducted I 
with decency, it affords a rational proepeot of being closed with decorum, | 
and terminating in the Crand Lodge above. 

The catechumen, having been thus introduced into Christianity was then 
placed in an inferior rank in the chnrch, with a lighted taper in his hand, 
that he might bo instructed in the mysteries of his religion. He ik sta- 
tioned before the altar as an emblem of that glory which is to oome ; the 
taper is a symbol of the light of faith wherewith bright and virgin souls 
go forth to meet the bridegroom. * 

The candidate for masonry, having been obligated and invested, is placed 
at the North East angle of the Lodge, near the pedestal or altar of Ma- 
sonry, with the lights burning before him, to receive instruction j and the 
Tracing Board being spread abroad for that purpose, tho W. M. points out 
in succession the ground, situation, extent, support, and covering of the 
Lodge, all of which are explained in detail. To ensure his serious atten- 
tion to the business in hand, be is told that the Lodge is situated on holy 
ground, for which assertion three oogent reasons are assigned, either of 
which would be sufficient to convince him that any kind of levity would 
be unsuitable to the place, and snbjeot the offender to very severe repre- 
hension. 

The form tad dimensions of the Lodge are first pointed out and explain- 
ed. It is an oblong square, extending fropa north to south, from east to 
west, from the surface to the centre, and from the earth to the hefivees.— 
This boundless extent refers to the universality of Masonry, and the in- 
fluence of its principles and laws over every clime and country of the 
habitable globe. In the language of the Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, 
“the Freemason is taught by the principles of his Covenant to love a for- 
eign brother whom he has never seen before, and with hand in hand to 
form the brother — chain without regarding his dress or his profession ; so 
too, trending to our old Landmarks, the Moslem, the Jew, and the Chri* 
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tian, are received with the same affection, and the gate of the Masonic tetn 
pie is open for all alike." 

The situation of a Lodge is doe east and west because all places of di- 
vine worship, and regularly constituted Lodges are constructed in that di- 
rection for three reasons. 1. The sun, which is the glory of the creation, 
rises in the east and sets in the west. 2. Learning and science originated 
m the east, and afterwards spread to the western parts of the world. And 
the third reason refers to the construction of the tabernaole of Moses. 

The most prominent objects in the Tracing Board before us, are three 
great Pillars, in the East, West, and South ; on each of which is placed a 
dignified Maaonio character ; and all are still represented in every regular 
Lodge throughout the universe. The one in the East is king Solomon, 
who stands on the pillar of Wisdom, to intimate that without wisdom to 
contrive, no architectural work can be expected to arrive at a satisfactory 
conclusion. The monarch who ocoupies the pillar in the West, is Hiram 
king of Tyre, an emblem of Strength, because without his prompt assis- 
tance in providing materials and men for the Temple at Jerusalem, that 
magnificent edifice would never have been completed in so perfect a man- 
ner aa to make it surpass every other building in the world for riches and 
glory. And without strength to support, no work how gorgeous and mas- 
sive soever it might be, could expect to be permanent. The third is Hiram 
Abiff, the chief architect at the erection of the temple. He is placed on 
the pillar of Beauty, because it was owing to his consummate skill and 
genius that it attained perfection ; for without beauty to adorn, a building 
would be deficient in splendour of enrichment and magnificence of dis- 
pl«»y. 

It will be seen that these Pillars represent the Doric, the Ionic, and the 
Corinthian, which are the only three original orders in architecture. 

The candidate is then desired to remark that the floor of the Lodge is 
chequered with black and white marble, or mosaic work, the moral signifi- 
cation of which is beautifully illustrated. It may be observed here that 
the tesselated pavements of the Romans, being worked in a regular and 
mechanical manner, were called opus musivum, opera qusead amumm 
facta sunt . Hence the Italian Musaico , from whence is derived our ap- 
pellation of Mosaic ; but, like most of our other terms of art, through 
the channel of the French Mosaique. And Dr. Parr says, as we are as- 
sured by Roeceo, in his Notes to the Life of Lorenso de Medici, “ the term 
Musiva was more peculiarly applicable to this kind of work when used in 
decorating walls and ceilings ; LUhostrata and Tessellata being the name 
of the work, when executed on the floor ; but as the process in both eases 
was the same, we, in oommon with other writers, have not hesitated to ap- 
ply the same term to both, Musiva, Musea, or Musia.” 

The working tools strewed about the floor are then brought under the 
candidate’s notice) and he is told that the square, level, and plumb, al- 
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though to outward appearanoe they are nothing more than common instru- 
ments of mechanical labour, yet as they are used by Freemasons to express 
certain moral virtues, they are as highly esteemed as if they were jewels 
of inestimable value ; and on this account are appropriated to oertain offi- 
cers of the Lodge, as indications not only of their official rank, but also 
of their respective duties. 

The following explanation of these characteristic symbols is recommend* 
ed in the printed Regulations of the Great Masonic National Convention 
of the United States, holden at Baltimore in Maryland, A.D. 1843. “ The 
Square teaches to regulate our actions by a rule and line, and to harmonise 
our conduct by the principles of morality aud virtue. The Level demon- 
strates that we are descended from the same stock, partake of the same 
nature, and share the same hope ; and thqpgh distinctions among jpen are 
necessary to preserve subordination, yet flo eminence of station should 
make us forget that we are brethren ; for he who is plaoed on the lowest 
Bpoke of fortune’s wheel, may be entitled to our regard ; because a time 
will come, and the wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions but 
that of goodness shall cease; and. death, the grand leveller of all human 
greatness, reduce us to the same state. The Plumb admonishes us to walk 
uprightly in our several stations, to hold the scale of justioe in equal 
poise, to observe the just medium between intemperance and pleasure, and 
to moke our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of duty.” 

On the pedestals of the three pillars we find these symbols repeated, 
with the addition of others, amongst which we observe a sword and staff 
in saltire, bound together with a rope ; all of which are satisfactorily ex- 
plained to the candidate, although the illustration would be improper here ; 
— and a Key. Now the Key was always esteemed to be an instrument of 
power and safety ; and was formerly used to inaugurate talented individ- 
uals into office of trust. Thus there was a custom among the Jews in the 
admission of their doctors, that those to whom they gave authority to in- 
terpret the scriptures had a key delivered to them with certain ceremonies. 
The stewards of a royal household in some countries were distinguished by 
a golden key, as the symbol of their office ; and hence the phrase of giv- 
ing a person a key was equivalent to investing him with power ; and in 
Christianity was applied to the ministers as stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Peter was the first that preaohed the gospel to the Jews and Gen- 
tiles ; and was therefore said to have opened the kingdom of heaven to 
both ; whence he is usually depicted with a key in his hand, as a symbol 
that he had power to admit and to exclude ; by declaring the conditions of 
admission ; by the exercise of discipline, and the administration of the 
sacraments. 

Adjoining these we see another group of working tools, whiob are pecu- 
liarly designed for the use of the newly initiated entered apprentice. They 
consist of a rule 24 inches in length, a gavel, and a chisel, together with 
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ft rough block of an wrought stone ; and are thus explained. “ The 24 
inch guage will enable you to measure and ascertain the site and extent 
of a work, that you may oaloulate the time and labour it will take. It 
teaches you a moral lesson that you ought to apportion the 24 hoars of 
the day into four parts and demote them to prayer, labour, refreshment and 
rest The gavel is an important instrument, without the use of which no 
work that requires manual labour can be completed ; and it teaches you 
the uselessness of skill without labour ; for though the heart may conceive 
and the head devise, no design can be executed without due exertion. By 
the use of the dhisel you may make an impression on the hardest sub* 
stanoefe j and though small in siae it is instrumental in the erection of the 
most magnificent edifices. Thus perseverance is necessary to perfection ; 
and it is by slow degrees that (he rude material receives itq polish ; and 
that the most indefatigable exertions are necessary to enlighten the mind, 
ameliorate the manners, and induce a consistent habit of virtue and holL 
ness. The rough stone, which if oalled on the Continent Pierre Brute, on 
chaos, ou illiaste, ou byle, is an emblem of the mind of man in its most 
rude and imperfect state, which can only be brought into form by the force 
of education and moral culture.” 

In a corresponding situation on the floor we see a stone perfectly squared 
and polished, hanging by a winoh, and suspended from a Lewis, to symbo- 
lise the perfect Mason in his old age after he has subdued his passions, and 
and obtained a victory over the three great enemies of his Christian war- 
fare, the world, the flesh, and the devil. This is an allusion to Her. iiL 
12, where Tfi AOTU promises “ him that overcomath will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out ; and I will 
write npon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
Which is new Jerusalem, which someth down out of heaven from my God; 
AND I WILL WRITS UPON HIM MY NEW NAME.” Which Pyle thus 
paraphrases. “ As the pillars of a sumptuous temple are both the strength 
and ornament of it, so shall all who steadily suffer in my Name, and over- 
come the lusts and temptations of the world, be esteemed worthy to be 
members of my future church, triumphant and glorious, wherein they 
shall remain in uninterrupted felicity, as they have been the honour and 
ornaments of it in the present state of trial.” 

The Lewis which sustains the weight of this perfect ashler denotes 
strength ; and consists of a certain iron instrument, which being dove- 
tailed into the centre of a stone, forms a cramp which enables the opera- 
tive Mason to raise it, how heavy soever it may be, and fix it with the 
greatest ease on its proper basis. It symbolises the son of a Master Ma- 
son, whose duty is to bear the burden and heat of the day when his aged 
Parents are incapable of labour ; to supply their wants and render the lat- 
ter end of their lives cheerful and happy; 

Near the centre of the floor and in front of the pedestal lies a square 
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board on which the emblems of a Master are placed, to intimate that it is 
devoted to the use of the officer whose duty it is “ to contrive” the most 
efficient designs, and to arrange the materials of the work, that it may be 
brought to a useful and harmonious conclusion. This is called a Tracing 
Board, and it contains the ground plan of some public building surround- 
ed by a portico, designed in beautiful symmetry and ordea ; and thus be- 
comes a symbol of the great Charter of our Faith and Hope, the Holy Bi- 
ble, which is the spiritual Tracing Board of T G- A 0 T U, for in that 
book he hath laid down such a rich series of moral plans and glorious de- 
signs, that were we conversant therein and adherent thereto, it would bring 
us to a building not made with hands eternal 1 in the heavens. 

The candidate now arrives in front of the pedestal, which the French 
Masons denominate an Altar, in the Bast, as the oateohumen in Christian- 
ity, after he has gone through all the preliminary ceremonies prescribed 
by the church, is admitted into the Bema, Chancel, or Church triumphant, 
to partake of the most solemn mysteries of religion. On the front faoe 
of the pedestal there is inscribed a circle and central point flanked by two 
perpendicular parallel lines, which is one of the most glorious symbols of 
Freemasonry, when clearly understood and properly appliok but the eluci- 
dation is too copious for introduction here.* ^ 

From this point the Board exhibits a clear and intelligible view of the 
progress and end of the Christian system of religion. On the pedestal is 
the Holy Bible covered with a square and a pair of compasses. These 
have a peculiar name amongst Masons which denotes their power of illum- 
inating the mind with the rays of divine knowledge. The Bible is the 
ground of our Faith, while the square and compasses united serve to regu- 
late our Practice. 

At the foot of the Pedestal, in the place of Wisdom, and imbedded in 
an effulgence of light, the candidate sees the glorious vision of a Ladder, 
like that by whioh Jacob was entranced during his melancholy journey 
from Beersheba to Padanaram a distant country in the Land of Mesopo- 
tamia, when, by the advicp of his mother, he fled from the wrath of Esau. 
It is composed of staves or rounds innumerable ou which are seen angels 
ascending and deoending. 

This has been usually considered as a symbol of diVine providence, which 
superintends all the works of creation, and dispenses grace, mercy, and 
justice with unerrring accuracy amongst the sons of men. The foot of 
the ladder is placed on the earth to denote the stability of Providence ; 
and its top reaches the heavens to show that the designs of Omnipotence 
are without limit ; the innumerable staves or rounds on whioh the angels 

* The Author is at present engaged in an investigation of the origin of this sublime 
symbol, and of the various interpretations which have been attached to it at different 
periods as it passed through the hands of our brethren of the last century ; and the 
result will shortly be placed before the fraternity. 

45 
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move point ont their ceaseless superin tendance over human affairs ; the 
angels ascending are ministers of providence going np to the Throne of 
grace to make their communications and to receive commands; and those 
descending are charged with commissions to eomfort the souls of the 
just. 

The Theological virtues, Faith, Hope and Charity, each with its appro- 
priate symbol, and the former with her foot upon the Holy Bible, occupy 
the most prominent stations on the ladder, to intimate that the only true 
Toad to heaven is through three gates, of which they keep the keys. No 
one can ascend even the first step without the assistance of Faith ; neither 
can he pass the centre of the ladder unless he be supported by Hope. The 
summit is under the guardianship of Charity, to show, that although the 
Christian may have passed through the two gates, yet he must possess a 
still more benignant and efficacious virtue, if he would master the steep 
ascent, and enter the everlasting Lodge above. The Mason who is pos- 
sessed of this latter virtue, may justly be deemed to have attained the sum- 
mit of his profession ; figuratively speaking, an ethereal mansion veiled 
from mortal eye by the starry firmament ; and emblematically depicted in 
a Mason’s Lodge by seven stars, without which number of regularly ini- 
tiated brethren, no Lodge can be accounted perfect, nor any gentleman be 
legally admitted into the order. 


CHAPTER XI. 

The Tracing Boards of a Fellow Craft and a Master Mason . 

“ And he with love of sacred wisdom fir’d, 

The Mighty Prince whose pious hand, 

To the eternal fount of truth and light 
That holy temple rear’d, 

The pride and wonder of Judea’s land— 

His great and comprehensive mind, 

A nobler edifice design’d, 

That time and envy should defy— 

Founded on truth’s eternal base, 

Vast as the ample bounds of space. 

And sacred to fraternal unity.” 

Rodwbll Weight. 

The Tracing Boards of the second degree are two in number. Some 
littl? improvement has been made in the first, which otherwise is essen- 
tially the same as that which is described in the Historical Landmarks of 
Masonry, Leot. xvi, to which I again refer, as it will be unnecessary to re- 
capitulate ihe explanations which hare been made in that eomprebensiTe 
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work, because it is in the hands of every sealous Mason throughout the 
universe. 

It will be seen that the two great Pillars are omitted, and the figure of 
a man has been added who appears entering in haste to communicate in* 
telligence to the anoient Junior Warden who guards the foot of the wind* 
ing staircase, of the great victory over the Ephraimites, together with 
some indications of the battle, which are seen in the distance ; as for in- 
stance, the tents of Jeptha, and the sentinels who have been placed to 
guard the fords of the river Jordan where the Ephraimites, in endeavour- 
ing to return into their own country were recognised by their inability to 
pronounce the password Shibboleth, which the people of Ephraim, who 
could not articulate the letter A, called Sibboletb. This word means floods 
of water ; and therefore they were made to utter the request, “ Let us 
pass over the water.” And there fell at that time two and forty thousand 
men ; which was a terrible slaughter for one tribe to make of another ; but 
the Ephraimites appear to have deserved the punishment for their inso- 
lence and temerity in reviling their brethren, threatening to destroy the 
house of Jeptha by fire, and making a hostile invasion of the country for 
that express purpose* 

The reasons for omitting the two Pillars from the first of these Tracing 
Boards appear to be because the Middle Chamber, with its approaches by 
the winding staircase being on the right side of the House adjoining the 
walls of the Temple, these pillars were not visible from thence, being 
placed at the entrance of the Porch which opened into the Holy Place. — 
The winding staircase closely tiled remains unaltered. It consists of fif- 
teen steps, which alone might afford a series of useful and entertaining 
speculations to complete our progress along the mystical ascent; for hav- 
ing passed over the three, five, and seven steps, when from its summit we 
look back upon the latter division, the creation of the universe is natur- 
ally suggested to our minds, which was effected in six equal portions of 
time, while the seventh was consecrated to rest and worship. They also 
represent the Sephiroth, or mysterious ladder of the Jews, consisting of 
seven steps, crowned by the sacred trinity. 

The winding staircase is flanked by ornamented pilasters, against which 
are plaoed the larger Cherubim of the Temple, supporting the pentalpha 
and the seal of Solomon. Adjoining these, and fronting the supports of 
the gallery or lobby which leads to the Middle Chamber, are two arched 
panels, containing the working tools of a Fellow craft, vis., the square, 
the level, and the plumb. The square is used amongst operative Masons 
to try and adjust all irregular angles of buildings, and to assist in bringing 
rude matter into due form ; the level is used to lay lines and prove bori- 
sontals ; and the plumb to try and adjust all uprights while fixing on their 
proper basis. By speculative Masons these instruments are applied to tho 
regulation of conduot The square teaches morality, the level equality, 
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I and the plumb uprightness of ljfe and action. . Thus by the moral appli- * , . 

f cation of these working toolsthe FellowcraR biifeg to ascencf to 3£e 

*rW « > (r+~r**~ »u 

intfie Wonofnunng Board we are favoured with a perspective view/ 
looking from between the Pillars into the Holy Place, with the Sanctum 
Sanctorum at the farthest extemity ; and the meeting of Solomon and the 
queen of Sheba with Hiram King of Tyre ; which have been introduced 
as figures that an adequate idea may be formed of the magnitude of the 
pillars and the dimensions of the Most Holy Place. As the name of the 
queen of Sheba has been connected with Freemasonry from the earliest 
tiroes, it may not be uninteresting to ascertain who she was. Brace says 
that amongst the Arabs her name was Belkis ; while the Abyssioians 
called her Maoqueda. Our Saviour denominates her queen of the South ; 
and says that she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to bear the 
wisdom of Solomon. It is uncertain whether she were a Jewess or a Pa- 
gan ; but it is clear that she visited Solomon with the intention of pus- 
sling him by hard and unanswerable questions. She appears to have been 
a person of learning ; because the reason she assigned for coming to him 
was to try whether fame had not exaggerated the report of his wisdom. 

In this subsidiary Tracing Board we find the decorations of the Pillars 
accurately pourtrayed with lily work, net work, and pomegranates, denot- 
ing unity, peace, and plenty. Their construction was the first important 
work performed by the chief architect Hiram Abiff. Together they were 
thirty-five cubits in height or seventeen and a half cubits each. Jeremiah 
says, their thickness was four fingers breadth, for they were hollow and 
formed of cast brass. The circumference was twelve cubits, and the di- 
ameter four ; and the chapiters in all five cubits high. They were sur- 
mounted by spherical bodies on which were delineated maps of the terres- 
trial and celestial globes ; instructions in which anciently formed one ohief 
employment of a Fellow craft’s Lodge. The hollow space within the cylin- 
ders was used as archives of Masonry and to hold the constitutional re- 
cords, for which they were sufficiently capacious. 

These pillars are surmounted by tbe acknowledged symbol of the Holy 
Spirit of Qod, a hovering dove between two cherubims in the act of wor- 
ship. The holy place is gorgeously enriched with cherubims, to represent 
the hosts of angels attending to execute the divine will and pleasure ; and 
also with palm trees and wreaths of flowers. Dr. Kitto justly suspects 
that these palm trees formed a sort of pilasters ; for certainly that seems 
to be the form in whioh a palm tree, carved in relief, might be exhibited i 

to most advantage. The figure of the palm tree was well suited for this 
purpose, or for pillars, or for any form of ornamental exhibition. The 
selection of this foftn corresponded with one of the most pure character- 1 

ifitics of Egyptian taste ; as did also the form of the lotus, whioh was given 
to the only two pillars, of which we read in the description of the Tern- 
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pie. We do not wish to say that Egypt famished the models which were 
followed at Jerusalem. We are more interested in observing, that the 
earliest written account of a magnificent building concurs with the most 
ancient structures that still exist, in testifying that the most ancient orna- 
ments of architecture were immediately derived from the types which na- 
ture offered ; viz , the lotus or lily, and the pomegranate. 

The Holy Plaoe is lighted by ten candles, five on each side, with the 
altar of incense in the centre. At the west end the Holy of Holies ap- 
pears through a slight partition between the two curtains which are made 
to constitute the veil of the temple. Now the tabernacle of Moses had 
two veils ; the exterior one was placed at the entrance of the Holy Place, 
which Solomon superseded by the erection of the Porch ; and the other 
was the real veil of the temple which excluded the Sanctum Sanctorum 
from public view. This was rent at the crucifixion of Christ, to show that 
the most secret mysteries of religion were now unveiled, and the scheme 
of salvation fully laid open to Jew and Gentile alike, when Christ pro- 
nounced the potent words — “I t is finished.” 

Tracing Board of the Third Degree. 

On a view of this Tracing Board we are struck with awe and venera- 
tion. The emblems of mortality and the resurrection are calculated to ex- 
tort from us that holy exclamation of Grand Master David, “ Lord so 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 
In this document the veil of separation between Jew and Gentile is wholly 
withdrawn, and the mysterious contents of the Most Holy Place displayed 
to public view. These were the Ark of the Covenant with the Propitia- 
tory or Mercy Seat overshadowed by the divine Shekinah, which some 
think was nothing more than the Sacred Name or Word. Landseer con- 
jectures that the Asherim of the Hebrews were surrounded by the Name 
of the Lord Jehovah expressed in Hebrew characters. This he denomi- 
nates a Mystery ; and adds, “ let the reader refer to those passages in the 
Lamentations of the Hebrew poets where the phrase, tfie Name of the Lord 
occurs, and let him observe the mingled sentiment of woe and detestatiou 
that is felt by the author of some of the psalms, when the Babylonian in- 
vaders had violated the sanctuary, and cast the Name of the Lord to the 
ground.” 

The Cherubim, according to the opinion of the Rabbi Solomon, were 
pictured in human shape, in the form of young men ; because the angels 
appeared in that form to Abraham, Lot and others ; and they were made 
with wings, because when the angels were despatched on any divine com- 
mission, they were said to fiy. The description of those which Solomon 
made states that they stood upright upon their feet; and were intended to 
represent the glory of God. Dr. Willet, in his Hexapla, institutes a curi- 
ous comparison between the Cherubim of Moses and those added by Solo- 
mon. He says “ they differed in the matter, one being all of gold, and 
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the other of olive tree overlaid with gold. They 'differed also in magni- 
tude. Their wings were spread all one way, and they stood together; with 
one wing they touched one another, and with the other they touehed the 
walls on each side ; while the Cherubims of Moses stood at the two ends 
of the Mercy Seat. Solomon’s Cherubims looked both towards the east, 
while those of Moses looked north and south. In the Holy of Holies of 
the tabernacle there were only two cherubims, while in the temple there 
were four.” 

The emblems of mortality whieh decorate the coffin, are thus commented 
on in the Masonic funeral service. “ What are all the externals of majesty, 
the pride of wealth, or charms of beauty, wheq nature claims her just 
debt ? Let us support with propriety the character of our profession, ad- 
vert to the nature of our solemn engagements, and supplicate the divine, 
grace to enable us to pursue with unwearied assiduity the sacred tenets of 
our order. Thus shall we secure the favour of that eternal being whose 
goodness and power can know no bound ; and prosecute our journey with- 
out dread or apprehension, to a far distant country whence no traveller re- 
turns. By the light of the divine countenance we shall pass without 
trembling through those gloomy mountains when all things are forgotten, 
and at that great and tremendous day, when arraigned at the bar of divine 
justice, judgment shall be pronounced in our favour, we shall receive the 
reward of our virtue, by acquiring the possession of an immortal inheri- 
tance, where joy flows in one continued stream, and no mound can check 
its course.” 

Amongst the most remarkable symbols on this Tracing Board, that of 
the central cavity where the lost was found, is most conspicuous. " By this 
emblem we represent the beginning of life, and the circle we rnn until the 
moment when we arrive at the end, and at our eternal destination. The 
working tools of a Master Mason consist of a pair of compasses, a skirret, 
and a pencil. The skirret acting on a centre pin, is used to mark out the 
ground of a new building ; with the pencil the Master draws his plans for 
the direction of the workmen ; and by the use of the compasses he ascer- 
tains their limits and proportions with accuracy and truth. These tools, 
as in both the former cases, are made subservient to the purposes of moral- 
ity, Thus as the skirret has a chalked line attached to it, it points out 
the straight line of duty chalked out in the sacred Word of God ; tho pen- 
cil teaches that our words and actions are recorded in the book of God’s 
remembrance to be brought against us at the day of judgment The com- 
passes are an emblem of divine justice, which has given us a law, and left 
ns free to chose or refuse whether we will obey it or not, with the certainty 
of reward or punishment according to onr works. If we attend to the 
teaching of these working tools, and perform the duties which they pre- 
scribe, we may live in hopes, through the merits of the Almighty Archi- 
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I tectof the Universe, of ascending to the Grand Lodge above where peace, 
;< jorder, and harmony eternally preside. 

The ornaments of a Master Mason’s Lodge depicted on the Tracing, 
Board, are the porch, the dormer, and the stone pavement. The porch is 
the Entrance to the Holy of Holies ; the dormer is the window which 
gives light to the same ; and the stone pavement is for the high priest to 
walk on ; and his office is to burn incense to the honour and glory of the 
Most High, and fervently to pray for the continuance of prosperity and 
peace. 

In the open air, above the coffin, a sprig or branch of a tree is depicted, 
in conformity with the custom of ancient times, when the people of all na- 
tions entertained a sacred feeling on the subject of decking the graves of 
their honoured dead with plants and flowers. It was used to a great ex- 
tent in this country a century ago, and the disuse of so beautiful a cus- 
tom is much to be regretted. In the East the graves of deceased persons 
are still planted with odoriferous herbs and flowers, which are tended 
weekly by the female members of their respective families. 

For a more copious explanation of the symbols before us, I must refer 
my brethren to the Historical Landmarks of Masonry, vol. ii. Lect. xxvi } 
recommending them to reflect seriously on the uncertainty of their lives, 
which may be cut off at a moment’s notice ; and never to forget that this 
life will be followed by another which will never have an end. The Trac- 
ing Board points out the resurrection of the dead, and a future state of 
rewards and punishments, to be distributed according to the measure of 
our faith and practice ; and its silent emblems eloquently exhort us so to 
pass through things temporal, that we may not finally lose the things that 
are eternal. If we live righteously, the way to heavea is open to us. If 
We wipe away the tears from the orphan’s cheek, and bring him up to vir- 
tue and to God ; — if we make the widow’s heart to sing for joy ; — if we 
cheer our worthy, aged, and infirm Brother in his downward passage to the 
grave, we shall have cause to rejoice in the testimony of our conscience* 
that in all simplicity and godly sincerity we have had our conversation in 
the world. 

These are the proper pursuits of Speculative Masonry ; and if it be 
practised with a view of increasing the Faith, and Hope, and Charity of 
its professors; and of producing a luxuriant harvest of Temperance, For- 
titude, Prudence, and Justice, Brotherly Love, Belief, and Truth, it will 
show forth its good works to the glory of our Father which is in heaven. 
And then 

At thy shrine, O Masonry, 

Shall admiring nations bend ; 

In future times thy sons shall see 

* Thy fame from pole to pole extend. 

To worlds unknown t&y heav’n-born light dispense, 

And systems own thy sacred influence. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Labour and Refreshment 

u Aftyr mete they went to play, 

Alle the folk as I you say, 

Some to chambre and some to bowere, 

And some to the hie towre, 

And some in the halle stode.” 

Metrical Roma hoi. 

“ Alexander subdued the world, Caesar his enemies, Hercules monsters, but he that 
overcomes himself is the true valiant captain/' — Howell. 

Our brethren of the last oentury, with a view to the more complete ac- 
commodation of the members, and their Lodges furnished with a long table 
extending from east to west down the centre of the room ; and in cases 
where the Lodges were numerous, two, flanked by benches with backs — 
leaving a commodious passage at each end for uses which every brother is 
acquainted with ; and in the latter case, the Senior Warden occupied the 
north-west, and the Junior Warden the south-west end. On these tables 
were disposed a pair of eighteen inch globes ; the perfect ashler suspended 
from a Lewis, and affixed to a winch ; and sometimes an air pump, an arm- 
illary sphere, and a small philosophical apparatus, as well as the usual or- 
naments, furniture, and jewels. The effect was imposing ; and I think 
we have gained nothing by its sacrifice. I confess I prefer this disposition 
of a Lodge for many reasons. It prevents that indiscriminate arrangement 
of the members which occasionally creates much oonfusion, by placing the 
brethren more completely under the Master’s eye, and consequently under 
his command ; for in the present arrangement of the Lodge room, oppor- 
tunities are afforded for private conventions and conversations, which are 
the bane of societies constituted on the plan of Masonry, and a violation 
of the ancient charges of the order, which positively forbid them “ to hold 
private committees or separate conversation, without leave from the Mas- 
ter ; not to talk of any thing impertinently or unseemly, nor interrupt the 
Master or Wardens, or any brother speaking to the Master.” Such con- 
duct is sure to prove an obstacle to the good government of the Lodge, on 
which the stability and success of the institution in a great measure de- 
pend. 

Besides, the table was a genuine Flopr Cloth, or great Tracing Board, 
not merely affording an opportunity for every brother to reflect on the use 
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and application of the various symbols which he has continually before his 
eyes, that point the way to a series of invaluable conclusions, each of which 
enforces some virtue, or inculcates some moral truth that may be brought 
into beneficial practice during his commencement with the world ; but also 
giving an increased facility of reference to the Worshipful Master in the 
chair ; and making a more permanent impression on the mind of a newly 
initiated candidate, by a sight of the symbols brought visibly under his 
notice, than by merely naming them with the customary explanations. — 
Nothing fixes an object so firmly in the recolleotion as to have it displayed 
before the eye ; and therefore it was the laudable custom of some worthy 
Masters of that period, to point out with a wand to the Bough Stone in 
the north-east angle of the Lodge, the various emblems disposed before 
him on the table, which were thus more appropriately illustrated, and more 
readily comprehended. The wisdom which was imparted by this simple 
process would be esteemed of greater value, because the candidate plainly 
saw that it was practical ; and the explanations would have more weight, 
because they would be understood to be reasonable and just ; and he would 
depart more perfectly satisfied that the institution into whioh he had just 
been admitted was worthy of commendation apd approval. 

The removal of the Tables at the Union in 1813, was intended to super- 
sede the oustom of taking refreshment during Lodge hours, for whioh they 
afforded the requisite convenience ; as if moderate refreshment were incon- 
sistent with the solemn business of the Lodge. The author of our being 
has better understood the nature of man. He has assigned hours for lab- 
our and hours for refreshment ; and he has appointed certain physical ap- 
pearances to determine beyond the possibility of mistake, the recurrence 
of those stated periods of time. The Sun rises in the East, and calls him 
to labour ; it gains its meridian in the South, and summons him to refresh- 
ment; and it sets at length in the West, to remind him that repose is ne- 
cossary to restore his exhausted strength for another day of toil. On this 
principle Freemasonry was originally founded ; and no squeamish taste, or 
fastidious opinion ought to induoe us to abandon it. The praotice has re- 
ceived the sanction of all antiquity, and forms one of the unchangeable 
landmarks of the order. 

Besides, its disuse precludes the duty of one of the three Pillars of the 
Lodge, the Pillar of Beauty, and virtually annuls his office ; and how can 
a Lodge be supported if one of its main Pillars be removed ? This officer 
proclaims aloud at the opening of every Lodge, that his duty is u to call 
the men from labour to refreshment, and from refreshment to labour, that 
pleasure and profit may be the mutual result — but in practice he never 
discharges any such duty, and therefore becomes liable to the imputation 
of negligenoe, and his offioe of inutility. How does this agree with the 
ancient charge which directs the Wardens to be true to the Master and 
Fellows, taking care of all things both within and without the lodge, that 
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the Lord's work be not retarded ? Bat the Junior Warden, by our pre- 
sent customs baa no option bat to neglect bis duty, by which therefore the 
Lord's work is retarded, and he becomes amenable to the penalty of dis- 
obedience. 

1 am not ashamed to acknowledge that I like the good old custom of 
moderate refreshment daring Lodge hours, because, under proper restric- 
tions, 1 am persuaded that it is consonant with ancient usage. The follow- 
ing are the routine ceremonies whioh were used on such occasions by our 
brethren of the last century. At a certain hour of the evening, and by 
certain ceremonies, the Lodge was called from labour to refreshment ; when 
the brethren “ enjoyed themselves with deoent merriment," and the song, 
and the toast, prevailed for a brief period. The songs were usually on 
Masonic subjects, as printed in the old Books of Constitutions, and other 
works ; and although the poetry is sometimes not of the choicest kind, yet 
several of them may class amongst the best compositions of the day. Each 
song had ita appropriate toast ; and thus the brethren were furnished with 
the materials for passing a social hour. And I can say from experience, 
that the time of refreshment in a Masonic Lodge, as it was conducted up 
to the Union in 1813, was q period of unalloyed happiness and rational 
enjoyment. All was peace, harmony, and brotherly love. The song ap- 
peared to have more seat than in a private oompany ; the toast thrilled 
more vividly upon the reoolleetion ; and the small modicum of punch with 
which it was honoured, retained a higher flavour than the same potation, 
if produoed at a private board. With what a profound expression of plea- 
sure have 1 often seen this characteristic toast reoeived :< — 

To him that all things understood, 

To him that f?und the stone and wood, 

To him that hapless lost his blood, 

In doing of hi* duty. 

To that blest age, and that bleat mom, 

Whereon those three great men were born. 

Our noble science to adorn, 

With Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 

Alas ! most of the brethren of the times I speak of, have gone to their 
long home ; and all bat myself have bid adieu to Masonry for evor ! 

During these happy moments, the brethren entered with much unction, 
upon their refreshments ; whioh were generally conducted with great de- 
corum in obedience to the old Gothio Constitutions, which direct the Bre- 
thren to “ enjoy themselves with ionooeni mirth, treating one another ac- 
cording to ability, but avoiding all excess ; not fofeittg any brother to eat 
or drink beyond his own inclination, according to the old Regulation of 
King Ahashuerus ; nor hindering him from going home when he pleases, 
lest the blame of their excess he unjustly thrown upon the fraternity. No 
private piques, no quaameb about nations^ families, religions, or politic^ 
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most be brought withiu the door of the Lodge ; for u Masons, we are of 
the oldest Catholie Religion, and of all nations upon the Square, Level and 
Plumb ; and like our predecessors iu all ages, we are resolved against poli- 
tical disputes, as oontrafy to the peace and welfare of the Lodge.” Occa- 
sionally, it is admitted, the Masons might and did transgress after the 
Lodge was closed ;* for, in the language of a writer in Blackwood’s Maga- 
*ine,f “ w hat says the poet, in one of those inspired strains by which the 
gifted sons of song, flinging the touoh of genius around them, and there- 
with illuminating and revealing the sudden mysteries of nature, occasion- 
ally announce sublime truths to the world ? 

Punch cures the gout, the colic and the phthisic, 

And it of all things the very beet of phytic. 

Now although this is a poetical exaggeration, yet it is to be presumed 
that the most captious teetotaller will scarcely find any thing reprehensi- 
ble, amongst those who do not embrace his opinions, if they should im- 
bibe, in the course of an evening, so much as two or three glasses not much 
larger than a tailor’s thimble. Aud it is a well attested fact, that the Free- 
mason’s Lodges, even in those times of universal ebriety, were less liable to 
exception than any other associations of the time, notwithstanding the au- 
thority of Hogarth’s libelous portrait of Sir Thomas de Veill, in his pic- 
ture of Night, which is a wretched and defamatory caricature, unworthy 
of its author, although in keeping with the current slanders circulated to 
the prejudice of the craft ; for a striking excellence of the Masonic sys- 
tem is, its dissuasives from intemperance ; on which, as we have just seen, 
the ancient charges are very pointed. Indeed Temperance, as one of the 
cardinal virtues, is held in the highest estimation, in the system of Ma- 
sonry. 

When I was the Worshipful Master of a Lodge, the refreshments were 
abstemious and moderate. The amount for each brother was strictly limited 
to three small glasses of punch, and this was seldom exceeded, except at 
the annual festival, when a pint of wine was allowed ; and I am apprehen- 
sive that a similar regulation was adopted by most other Lodges ; at least 
I never met with an exception on ordinary occasions. Under such restric- 
tions, Masonry was not likely to be charged with intemperance and exoess. 

• I find in a printed Letter, dated “ 9th Nov. in the vulgar year of Masonry, 5738,” 
the following passage on the above subject “ Some complain that the Masons con- 
tinue too long in the Lodge, spending their money to the hart of their fismilies, and 
come home too late, nay sometimes intoxicated with liquor ! But they have no occa- 
sion to drink much in Lodge hours ; and when the Lodge is closed (always in good 
time) any brother may go home when he pleases j so that if any stay longer and get 
intoxicated, it is at their own cost, not as Masons, but as other ynprudent men may 
do, for which the fraternity is not accountable j and the expense of a Lodge is not so 
great as that of many a private club.” 

. t Vol. xiviii. p. 216. 
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It is not to be denied bat there were some brethren who displayed an an- 
xiety to have the allowance increased ; bat the character of Masonry pre- 
vented them from persisting in their demands ; and I should think an in- 
stance of a Lodge, in these days, addicted to intemperance was not to be 
found. It would have been a rara avis in terris, nigroque similiima cygno. 
The Mason of the last century, I am afraid, was not constitutionally tem- 
perate ; but the fault was not in the system, it was in the temper of the 
times* No public literary or scientific pursuit was carried on without be- 
ing washed down by numerous potations ; and it is sooth to say that most 
of the private students of the time were addicted to the same practice* 

The present age has reversed the custom, and fallen into an extreme 
equally reprehensible, and at variance with scripture and reason. The 
principle is carried to suoh an extent by some of the Grand Lodges in the 
United States of America, that they have enjoined total abstinence ontho 
brethren as a matter of duty. In the annual Report of the Committee of 
Foreign Correspondence, appointed by the Grand Lodge of New York, in 
the the year 1842, we find the following passage : — “ Let us commend and 
congratulate our beloved brethren of Ohio, for having grappled with and 
subdued a more formidable enemy than even that of rebellion — Intemper- 
ance. The attention of the Grand Lodge of this state was directed to 
this enormous evil many years ago. In June, 1816, the following Reso- 
lution was adopted, and is still one of the Regulations of this Grand 
Lodge. 1 The use of distilled spirits in Lodge Rooms, at the meetings of 
the Lodges, is of evil example, and may be productive of pernicious effects, 
and the same is therefore expressly forbidden under any pretence what- 
ever/ To the fraternity in Ohio, we are indebted for the first bold stand 
in a subordinate Lodge in favour of total abstinence from intoxicating 
drinks ; and while it appears to be universally approved, they condemn any 
innovation upon the ancient Landmarks ; referring the cause to the great 
and all powerful test of the sublime principles of our order, which dis- 
qualify the inebriate from a participation in our rites, and by enforcing 
which, intemperance must soon skulk from our borders, and be a name 
known only to be abhored by every member of the fraternity. tet none 
be initiated who have the least bias towards intemperance, and let the in- 
itiated who are its victims, be admonished, and we shall soon be clear of 
this blot upon our escutcheon.” 

We are unable however to give this regulation a decided approval, with- 
out first knowing the circumstances under whi^h the injunction has been 
issued. It appears more reasonable to believe that total abstinenoe is con- 
trary to our nature, and at variance with the divin3 intention in placing 
man on earth. 

It is contrary to* the nature of man to drink water only, because, in most 
cases, the element is impure and pernicious. Professor Clark, in his lec- 
ture in the theatre of the Royal Polytechnic Institution, on the subject of 
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the imparities existing in water, stated that “ serious fears ought be en- 
tertained of the consequences of swallowing the myriads of animalcules of 
the most disgusting forms, and of horribly voraeious and nimble habits, 
which abound in what is called the pure beverage of the stream*'’ And 
he further stated that “ notwithstanding all the purification, by filtration 
and otherwise, of the forty millions of gallons of water which are daily 
supplied to the inhabitants of the Metropolis, there were still held in solu- 
tion, in an invisible form, no less than, about twenty-four tons of carbon- 
ate of lime ; or in other words, of that perilous stuff which constitutes the 
basis of the calouli that, under the various terms of chalk formations, con- 
cretions, Ac., torment the human frame, and bring it to premature de- 
cay.? * 

The bishop of Norwich, speaking of the professors of total abstinence, 
says, “ they are temperate, certainly, but it is a physical kind of temper- 
ance. Temperance does not consist in mere abstinence from wine or from 
spirits, but in abstinence also from anything that conduces to unhinge ihe 
mind, and to unfit it for the society in which it moves. This is too much 
to be seen in teetotalists ; they are characterised by a sort of moral intoxi- 
cation, if we may so call it ; when onoe their passions are excited, they 
know no bounds ; they irritate, oppose, and denounce ; which is all foreign 
to the precepts and principles of the gospel. Again, there are certain falla- 
cies in their arguments which ought to be exposed. They object to any- 
thing containing alcohol. Then why do not they objeot to sugar ? Their 
common sense is at fault as well as their Chimistry. In order to explain 
the mention of wine in scripture, they try to make out that it is unfer- 
mented wine, instead of perceiving that the great principle of scripture is, 
(as might be illustrated by passages innumerable,) that it is the abuse, not 
the use of a thing in which the sin lies. I think teetotallers are in some 
sort, morally intoxicated upon this point; and judging from their conduct 
upon too many occasions, I might almost say they were labouring under a 
species of delirium tremens.” 

This reasoning is consonant with religion. When the Almighty intended 
to bestow the greatest earthly blessings on his favoured people, he prom- 
ised to give them for their inheritance, “ a land of oil and wine, of fields 
and vineyards because “ wine maketh glad the heart of man, and oil 
giveth him a cheerful oountenance.”f And even under the present com- 
parative neglect of the vine in Palestine, it is allowed that grapes and 
clustets of most extraordinary rise are common. Doubdan, in traversing 
the country about Bethlehem, found a most delightful valley planted with 
vines, which appeared to him of the choicest kind. He was not there in 
proper time to make any observations on the rise of the clusters ; but he 
— ■■■ — « 

• See Numb. mi. 14. Dent vi. ii. vii. 13. xi, 14. xii. 17. xiv. 23. xxviii. 51. 1 
Chron. ix. 29, et passim, 
t Ps. civ. 15. 
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was assured by the monks, that they still found some, even in the presen t 
neglected state of the country, weighing ten or twelve pounds. Reland 
also says that a merchant who had resided several years at Ramah in this 
neighbourhood, assured him that he had there seen bunches of grapes 
weighing ten pounds each. Forster mentions that he knew a monk who 
had spent eight years in Palestine, and had been at Hebron in the same 
district, where he saw clusters as large as two men could conveniently 
carry.* 

Can the advocates of total abstinence suppose that all the abundance of 
rich fruit which Palestine produced was consumed in its crude state ? Do 
they forget the wine presses which were subjected to tithe from their great 
value Do they forget the wine fats mentioned by Isaiah, J or the wine 
cellars of David ?§ Do they forget that when the Israelites were threaten- 
ed with plagues, one of the severest was, an abstinence fuom wine , — “ thou 
shalt plant vineyards, but thou shalt not drink of the wine, nor gather the 
grapes, for the worms shall eat them ?”|| Do they forget that when the 
prophet reproved the hypocrisy of the Jews, he called that hypocrisy a 
moral drunkenness, — they are drunken, but not with wine,”^[ — intima- 
ting that the former was the most debasing vice ? They must have overt 
looked these, and many other scriptural facts connected with the use of 
wine, before they could make up their minds to advocate, under whatever 
circumstances, the doctrine of total abstinence. 

While we • contend, however, that the fruits of the earth were vouch- 
safed by the divine goodness to be used by man, let it not be understood 
that we have the slightest intention of vindicating the abuse of them, 
which, on the contrary we consider to be a violation of God’s gracious de- 
sign. St. Paul rebukes the Corinthians** for being drunken at their 
feasts ; but in t^ie very same chapter, to show them the difference between 
temperance and total abstinence, he takes wine himself and celebrates the 
Lord’s Supper. Those, therefore, who would abolish wine because it in- 
toxicates when taken to excess, and would substitute some other beverage 
of their own invention, even at the holy saorament, are evidently overlook- 
ing the sanction, and violating the command, both of Christ and his Apos- 
tles. But St. Paul in his exhortations to temperance, includes meats as 
well as drinks, total abstinence therefore, to be consistent, should do the 
same ; for in the scriptures, gluttony is always classed with drunkenness, 
and they are equally condemned. 

But while I find the Saviour of mankind recommending 11 new wine to 
be put into new bottles ;*|~f — when he denominates Judea, which was the 

. * See more of this in the Pictorial Bible under Numb. xiii. 23. 
t Numb, xviii. J7. J Isai. lxiii. 2. 

$ 1 Chron. xxvii. 27. H Deut. xxviii. 30. 

Y Isai. xxix. 9. . *• 1 Cor. xi. 

tt Matt, i r. 19. 
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finest country upon earth 9 " the Lord’s vineyard 9 by way of excellence ;* 
— when I find him drinking it himself, and encouraging others to do the 
same, by filling six water pots each containing two or three firkins apiece, 
with wine, at the conclusion of a feast “ when men had well drunk ;”f~ 
when I see him introducing it as one of the elements of the most sacred 
rite of his religion, and declaring not only that it shall be used to the end 
of the world, but that it is also drank in the kingdom of Qod,| I cannot 
do otherwise than conclude that the system of total abstinence id a direct 
insult to the Saviour of mankind, by a violation of his commands, a re- 
nunciation of his example, and setting up our own wisdom in opposition to 
his most holy decision. 

• Mark xii. 1. * John ii- 2, 10. J Mark xiv. 25. 


THE END. 
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[Memorandum. — Should the following Observations (which are in* 
tended as a mere sketch) fall into the hands of any who are not Masons, 
they may, perhaps, complain of obscurity in some parts, and apparent want 
of connection. The reason will be obvious to every intelligent Mason, 
who can easily supply the necessary links. The perusal of the Rev. Mr. 
Oliver’s Lectures and History of Initiation, since the first arrangement of 
these pages, has enabled me considerably to curtail the particulars of In- 
itiation and ceremonial Rites, into which I had originally entered more 
fully. His works contain much information and research on these sub- 
jects.] 


It is curious to observe the analogies between the ancient rites and many 
of the ceremonies and prejudices of the modern world, whioh may occa- 
sionally be traced back to the earliest ages. Frequent analogies have been 
said to exist between Freemasonry and certain institutions of former times ; 
indeed some writers have plaoed the origin of Masonry at the very earliest 
periods of society ; whether they are right, or whether the following sketch 
of its supposed progress be founded on probability, or whether any of the 
other theories on the subject be correct or not, it is not for me to decide, 
however partial I may be (like other theorists) to my own system. 

The reader will scarcely expect that we should commence our inquiry 
before the Deluge, though some persons have taken upon themselves to 
state, that Enoch was an Arch Mason. With equal decision, Goropius 
Becanus affirmed that Adam spoke High-Dutch. Noah, the chosen of 
God, was, no doubt, a highly-gifted man, both as to his moral and his in- 
tellectual acquirements, and in him, probably, was centered the greater 
part, if not all) of antediluvian science. He was, also, perfectly acquainted 
with the history of the creation of the world and the fall of man : for 
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ceremonies. Those who 'wish to see further on the subject will be enter- 
tained and instructed by reference to Faber’s Origin of Pagan Idolatry, 
Maurice’s Indian Antiquities, Gebelin’s Monde Primitif, and Mr. Oliver’s 
works before mentioned, &o. 

A 8 the various theologies of the ancients were derived from the same 
origin, it is to be expected that a similarity would exist in their respective 
ceremonies; and so we find the case to be, modified by difference of cli- 
mate and civilization. In those instances also, where we can trace them 
jn their descent from one state to another of more recent foundation, as 
from Egypt to Greece, &c., we must expect to meet with many variations 
in the details of the derivative, from the parent system ; induced as well 
by difference of local advantages and consequent habits, as by the spirit 
of intended improvement that pervades all newly formed institutions. But 
the same leading allegory would still be preserved. 

The candidate, in all cases, underwent a severe trial, and engaged to lead 
a new life, founded on the strictest rules of virtue, and after initiation wore 
a particular garment, in some cases white, in others white, purple, blue, 
and scarlet. In a variety of the representations of the Egyptian, Hindoo, 
Persian, American, and other Deities, we see many of the figures invested 
with handsome aprons. Most of these religious ceremonies were connected 
with the loss, death or disappearance of some great personage, preceded, in 
some instances, by a combat between two contending powers, and the sub- 
sequent recovery or appearance of his body ; they commenced, therefore, 
as rites of lamentation and ended in rejoicing. A supposed death, and 
the mangling of a body, its deposition in a coffin and resurrection, formed 
parts of some of the rites. The death and restoration of Adonis, Bac- 
chus, Osiris, the Scandinavian Balder, and others, were representations of 
the same allegory, whether in allusion to the annual declension of the sun, 
or to the confinement of Noah in the ark during the Deluge and his sub- 
sequent delivery therefrom. These rites have even, by some, been sup- 
posed to typify the fall and death of man, and his restoration by the pro- 
mised seed ; being founded on an imperfect tradition of the early history 
of man. Thus, the greater Egyptian mysteries (for they were divided, 
like the Grecian, into greater and less) represented the passage of mail 
through life ; and the death and subsequent resurrection of Osiris might 
represent the fall and redemption of man ; and so in the other myste- 
ries.* 

The entrance of the candidate through winding avenues and darkness, 
was emblematical of the toilsome wanderings of the soul through the 
mazes of vice and error before initiation. The noises and spectres sur» 

* Class. Journ. No. 61, p. 174. 
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rounding him exemplified the various calamities, diseases, amd evil pas 
sions incidental to that bondage from which he was about to emerge, and 
the punishment of the guilty in a future state ; and his admission into the 
full splendor of these rites, and the dispersion of the shades of night be- 
fore the brilliant sun of the mysteries, represented the dispersion of the 
clouds of mental error before the sun of truth.* 

Previous to initiation, the candidate was purified with water, and cer- 
tain questions were propounded to him, with an admonition to present him- 
self pure and undefiled. On being permitted to pass through the cere- 
mony, his resolution was put to severe proof, and he frequently underwent 
bodily suffering. According to Tertullian, a drawn sword was opposed to 
the candidate at his entrance into the Mithraie Cavern, from which he, oc- 
casionally, received more than one wound. He was introduced into sub- 
terraneous and winding passages, with gloomy recesses, and startled at 
every step with strange and terrific noises. — Intermittent flashes of light 
enabled him to discern round him scowling and horrible spectres. — Sounds 
of grief and lamentation for the God were heard ; and as the time of pro- 
bation (which sometimes lasted for days) drew to a dose, the severity of 
his trials increased — the earth trembled beneath his feet, nature, at last, 
became almost exhausted, and in some cases even death ensued. At length, 
he received the reward of his courage and perseverance ; his persecutions 
ceased; sod sounds, with melodious symphonies, were heard, and the 
gloom of night gradually subsided ; fair groves and flowery plains were 
disclosed to view ; the gates of the inmost Banetuary were opened to him ; 
he was admitted to the view of celestial beauty in all the dazzling splen- 
dor of its perfection, and beheld the sun shining with meridian lustre even 
in the middle of the night. He was crowned and clothed in white gar- 
ments and various symbols were explained to him.f Thus, by the square, 
the Egyptian symbolized matter, or the origin of things ; by the triangle, 
generating fire. From their conjunction, as in the quadrangular pyramid, 
all things, according to them, proceeded. The triple Tau, or Crux Ansata, 
which the Royal Arch-Mason will easily recognize, is a symbol of the high- 
est antiquity, and is said to have been recognized by the ancient priests 
as the emblem of a future state. The Egyptian Tau was impressed on the 
forehead of the initiate ; the double triangle was an emblem, in Indian 
Mythology, of the chief male and female Deities. The emblem of sta- 
bility was borrowed from the pillar of Seth, or Hermes, on which tradi 
tion had inscribed the inventions and knowledge of the human race. The 
Celtic nations, also, considered the truncated oak as an emblem of unshaken 
firmness and fidelity. 

* Maurice’s Ind. Antiq. vol. ii n p. 342-4. 

t See Potter’s Grecian Antiq. vol. L, p. 446-8. Class. Journ., No. lvi., p. 301-2, Ac. 
Onvaro$ Essai snr les Mysteres d’Eleusis. 
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The eaididate was, finally, declared to be born again and made perfect, 
and diimiaeed with the mysterious formula,” Konx y Ompax.” In different 
countries, the trials of the candidate had different degrees of severity : the 
Persians were very strict, bat were re-modelled by Zoroaster. The Mexi- 
can rites, in honour of Vitaliputsli, were barbarous, including human 
sacrifices to a great extent, as did the rites of the Druids, and, perhaps, to 
a certain degree, many of the other systems of religion, being a perversion 
of the original system of vicarious atonement, joined to that recklessness 
of human life, which appears to be the associate of power when uncon- 
trolled by the mild precepts of true religion. 

The words “ Konx, Ompax,” with which the candidate was dismissed 
(until of late considered inexplicable) are now ascertained to be Sanscrit, 
which is another argument in favor of the Brahminio origin of these rites. 
They are still used by the Brahmins at the conclusion of several of their 
religious ceremonies, and are thus expsessed : “ Kanska, Om Pakaha.” — 
•Of these words, the first is the subjeot of our most ardeut vows ; Om or 
Aum, the mysterious monosyllable of the Indians, which will be mentioned 
hereafter ; and Pblaha means ohsnge, turn, vicissitude, Ac., though it ip- 
pears to have been used in the sense of silence, whence the words “ pax 1 ’ 
itwGreek and Latin, and “ paix” in French, used with the same significa- 
tion.* When lawyers formerly pleaded in India in a Court, of Justice, 
they were allowed to speak for two or three hours, according to the impor- 
tance of the case, and to regulate the time there was a clepsydra, or water- 
dock, ready, whioh made a oertain noise at the end of the expired pac*ha 
or turn ; this noise was called paesha. Many of my readers may possi- 
bly think that this custom might be restored with good effect 

In some of the religious ceremonies, the candidate was instructed in a 
mysterious word, which had reference to a supreme Being or Omnipotence. 
The Egyptian word was “ On,” that of the Indians “ Om,” compressed 
from the triliteral word 11 A. U. M.” representing the creative, preserv- 
ing, and destroying power of the Deity, and typifying therefore the Indian 
Trinity, Brahma, Vishnu and Mahadeva. 

The Chinese, Japanese, and Ceylonese, who practised Buddhism, but 
with ceremonies very similar to the Indians, used the word “ O-Mi-To-Fo,” 
signifying Omnipotence. The awe and reverence with which the ancients 
used the name of the Deity, is well worthy of example in modern times. 
The Jews never used the sacred term (the tetregrammaton, as it was called) 
composed of Jod, He, Van, He, in common speech, using the words, “Elo- 
him” or “ Adonai,” instead ; and even the manner in which it should be 
pronounced is now lost ;* it is derived from the verb “ Haiah,” “ he has 

* Class. Joum., No. xxvL, p. 399, Sec. Trans. Asiat. Sos n roi. v n p. 300. 

t Ockley, Introd. ad Ling. Orient. 
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been," and nay be considered to mean the past, present, and future united. 
The Jews called it “ Shorn hamphoresh,” or the unutterable name ; and 
when it was necessary to write it in the volume of the sacred law peculiar 
ceremonies were laid down for the usage of the Scribes on the occasion. — 
The before-mentioned words “ Om,” “ On," and “ 0-mi4o-fo,” were al- 
ways pronounced with the utmost reverence ; and in similar manner the 
Thibetians pronounced their sacred term “ Om, ha, hum." 

The mysterious name of some of the North American Indians is curi- 
ous from its striking similarity to the Hebrew. They call their supreme 
God in general “ Ishtohoollo,” but they have, also, a tetragrammaton which 
is never used in common speech, compounded of four notes, and used only 
in their most sacred ceremonies. The first is pronounced quite short in a 
base key “ Yah they then retreat, facing each other, with their heads 
bowing forward, their arms across, rather below the breast, their eyes half 
shut ; and in a grave and solemn manner they sing in a strong base key 
the awful monosyllable “ 0," for the space of a minute ; they next pro- 
nounce “ He," in the treble, as long as their breath will allow them ; and 
finish the great song or solemn invocation, by uttering in a base key, with 
a bold voice and short aooent, the word “ Wah thus composing the 
mysterious word “ Yo-be-wah.” In some of their sacred festivals, the 
Priests and female singers dance round the holy fire, singing the sacred 
name as above, and frequently striking up with “ Hallelu, Hallelu," then 
“ Halleluiah, Hallelu-yab," and “ Alieluiah,” and “ Allelu-yah.”* This 
would, almost, imply a derivation from the Hebrews. The Druids express- 
ed the sacred name by 0. 1. W. Among the Priests of these various 
mysteries or theologies, were some of the most celebrated Philosophers of 
antiquity. It is said that Moses was educated by the Magi of Egypt, 
whose ceremonies and tenets, like those of other countries, were kept sa- 
cred by oaths of secrecy, death being the penalty of violation. 

It has been asserted, that after the deliverance from the Egyptian bond- 
age, Moses preserved certain of the rites of the Jewish Priesthood secret 
from the people, by means of particular proofs ; which, when the Jews 
were scattered, became known by degrees to the Pagans, who introduced 
portions of them into their own ceremonies. i 

Some of the early Christians, to avoid the oonstant persecutions directed 
against them, symbolised their religious rites ; borrowing, for that purpose, 
such of those usages of the Pagan mysteries, (with which many of them 
were acquainted,) as they found suitable. From the fragments, however 
imperfect, of the primitive religion, that might be traced amidst the cor- 
rupt rites of these mysteries, especially in the idea of a future state that 
pervaded them, coincidences would occasionally appear which were made 

• Clast. Journ., No. xxviii., p. 243-5. 
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use of by certain of the early teachers of the pore doctrine of Christian- 
ity, to strengthen the weaker part of their congregations. Gregory Nazi- 
anzus relates the manner in which the popular Pagan rites were made sub- 
servient to the advancement of the Christian frith. Even in modern times, 
during the most flourishing sera of the Popedom, people worshiped in the 
same temples, at the same altars, and sometimes the same images, and with 
similar ceremonies to those used by their Pagan ancestors, adapted of 
course to the ceremonies of the Romish ohurch.* 

When St. Austin was sent over in the year 596 to convert the Anglo 
Saxons, he was instructed by Gregory, to accommodate as much as he 
could the Christian forms of worship to those of his disciples, to convert 
their heathen temples into churches, and to establish Christian, in the 
place of Pagan, festivals. 

As early as the time of the Apostles, this indulgence towards the weaker 
Christians seems to have existed, and met with just rebuke from St John 
and St. Paul.f The fact, however, of its receiving their censure, proves 
its existence, while it warns us of its in-expediency, and will account, pro- 
bably, for the preservation of many Pagan symbols in the manner before 
suggested. 

In many cases the societies of early Christians required proofs of brother- 
hood by certain signs and tokens, previously to admission to participate in 
their ceremonies ; and I have seen it stated, though I know not on what 
authority, that there was a religious fraternity of Greek Masons, as late as 
1751, in possession of the secret constitutions of the first Christians, of 
as early a date as 327, and probably much older, which were similar to 
those of the Priests of Memphis, as far as we are informed of them.£ 

It is probable that the principal Priests interfered, or had some control 
in the erection of the great and magnificent buildings of antiquity, which 
were, generally, of a religious nature, and the chief Architects might have 
received great part of their education from the Priests, who were the de- 
positaries of the knowledge of their several ages. Thus, we find, that in 
the eajly ages of Christianity, the Monks were, in many cases, the Archi- 
tects and Builders of their own churches and monasteries. In order to 
regulate the vast number of men ooileeted together for the erection of 
those stupendous edifices of the ancients, certain forms were introduced, 
which enabled the principal builders to class their men according to merit 
and skill, and served to distinguish them from strangers. This might have 
been the case as early as the Tower of Babel, whioh was, probably, a Tem- 

* See Clarke’s Travels, vol. v., p. 455, and authorities there cited. 

t Rev., cap. ii.; 1 Corinth., cap. viii.; Coloss., cap. ii. 

X Recueil Precieux de la Mayonnerie Adonhiramite, voL L, p. 60, Ac. 
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pie of the San, or Bel. On tlie erection of the Pyramids and King Solo- 
mon’s Temple, the same regulations would be observed ; and tradition 
might evefc carry down, from the time of the earliest building of this mag- 
nitude, traces of the forms then used ; which, with some modification, 
might be adopted by subsequent builders. Thus, from one body of men 
to another, constituted for the same purpose, the forms and usages of the 
earliest society might be carried down, (subject to the variations occasioned 
by change of time and place) each succeeding society, on its formation, 
adopting such rules of the preceding institution as were then known, or 
were suitable for their purposes. Urged, also, by that desire, so common 
among mankind,* of dating from remote antiquity, they would endeavour 
to conceal their origin, by identifying themselves with the earliest ages, 
claiming to be a continuation of the societies then in existence ; and in 
process of time, after a lapse perhaps of centuries, the degree of antiquity 
to which they were justly in titled, would become matter of speculation ; 
especially as a link might be traced, however faint, even to the remotest 
periods. 

Besides the colleges, or Societies of Priests, there were, also, in early 
times, Societies or Institutions of Intelligent men, Architects, &c., whose 
object was the mutual communication of scientific knowledge, the acquisi- 
tion of which they concealed from the uninitiated, by means of certain 
signs, whereby they made themselves known to each other, and excluded 
strangers. It is said that such societies were in existence even as long ago 
as the building of King Solomon's Temple. In the year B. G. 300, or 
thereabouts, a body of men, of this description, known as the Dionysian 
Artificers, were incorporated by command of the Kings of Pergamus, and 
had Teos, (where they had erected a magnificent Temple to Bacchus, the 
reputed founder of their order,) assigned to them as a settlement. They 
possessed the exclusive privilege of erecting Temples, Theatres, and other 
public buildings in Asia Minor, and were divided into Lodges, with pecu- 
liar tokens to recognize the Brethren, of whom they relieved the poorer 
oues. Mr. Clinch, in his Anthologia Hibernia, states, there was in exis- 
tence, in Syria, in 1794, a remnant of the Dionysians, or, perhaps, the 
Essenes, who were descended from tho Kasideans, a set of distinguished 
men, voluntarily pledged to proserve the Temple from injury and decay. 
It was in this part of the world, that the Templars, who were founded 
during the Crusades, in the beginning of the twelfth century, by Hugh de 
Payens and Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, obtained their Masonic knowledge ; 

* It is this love of having sprung atavis regibut , that induces so many A’s. and B’a, 
and C’s, (1 am afraid to use names, however absurd, for fear of their being claimed 
by some one or other in the present state of over-population) to pay large sums of money 
for emblazoned parchments, commencing with King Hippogrifij or Prince Prettyman, 
or some equally romantic character. 
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and hence proceeded many of the trading or Freemasons, who imder die 
sanction of different Popes, went about to build Churches, &e. 

Their skill was well known and recognised on the Continent, from the 
earliest ages of Christianity, and some individuals may, occasionally, have 
visited England; as we find St. Alban, who was, in 308, the proto-martyr 
of this kingdom, a great patron of the soience, and said to have been Grand 
Master ; but the earliest authentic account of their introduction into Eng* 
land as a body, is in the year 674, when the celebrated Wilfrid, Arch- 
bishop of York, built Hexham Church, and Benedict Bisoop, founder of 
the Abbey of Weremouth, collected a number of Masons in France, and 
brought them over to build his ohurch of stone, after the Homan manner, 
as it was then called ; and, at the same time, the art of glass-making was 
introduced. Wherever they travelled, they kept themselves a distinct 
body from other inferior artificers, preserving their knowledge secret, 
by means of certain signs and proofs, known only to those formally ad- 
mitted into the society ; some of these were, probably, borrowed from, or 
might be traced to the old pagan rites, or might have reference to some of 
the signs in use on the building of former stately edifices. Previous to 
the year 674, our Churches were in general built of wood ; the Anglo 
Saxon term, even for building, being gttymbrian , to make of wood ; but 
from the time of the introduction of this body of scientific men into the 
kingdom, our architecture gradually improved, and was fostered and en- 
couraged by many of our Kings, Princes, and Nobles, several of whom 
were, from time to time, inrolled among, and initiated into, the societies 
of the Masons. Of these some were, probably, selected, in order that 
they might the better assist the Masons, and relieve them, by means of 
their wealth and rank, from the burthens that might, otherwise, have been 
imposed on them, in common with that part of the population whioh was 
in a state of vassalage ; and others might have been thus distinguished as 
an acknowledgment for their patronage, or a mark of respect to their 
abilities. 

A Grand Lodge is said to have been established by Prince Edwin, son 
of King Athelstan, about 926, at York, which was then the resort of some 
of the principal Masons. The history of the science in this country, from 
the rude wattled dwellings of the early Britons, to the erection of those 
splendid examples of ornamented architecture, King’s College and Henry 
Seventh’s Chapels ; and from thence, through the Grecian structures of 
Inigo Jones, Sir Christopher Wren, and other eminent Builders, to the 
present time, including the progress of domestic architecture for the same 
period ; will afford much entertainment to those who oan spare sufficient 
time for its perusaL 

During the thirteenth oentury, about which time some of our finest Ca- 
thedrals were built, architecture flourished greatly on the Continent, as 
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well as in England. The Popes, in order to encourage the Masons whose 
skill was most frequently displayed in religious structures, granted thorn, 
by their Bulls, many indulgences and exemptions from imposts, &c., to* 
gefcher with the yaluable privilege of fixing their own prices } and the power 
of the Popes, as is well known, was then as much attended to in the dif- 
ferent European States, as in their own immediate territories* Encour- 
aged by these advantages, the Freemasons, as they were called, plaeed fur- 
ther restrictions on the admissions into their society, and probably re-mod- 
elled and amended their forms of introduction, where necessary, taking ad- 
ditional precautions to distinguish the Brethren of the fraternity by me- 
thods known only to those regularly admitted. They continued to travel 
about from one country to another to build Churches, Ac. A Surveyor, 
or Master governed the whole, and each tenth man was called a Warden, 
overlooking the other nine. They possessed considerable merit and ability, 
as is amply proved by the numerous beautiful specimens of their skill yet 
remaining. Even the principles on which their peculiar style of building 
was founded, are not thoroughly known, and many of our greatest Archi- 
tects, since the Reformation, have failed in their endeavours to imitate it. 
It is matter of History, that the privileges before mentioned were, about 
this time, granted to them by the Popes ; but there is one particular Bull, 
occasionally mentioned, of which the preamble has reference to the build- 
ing of King Solomon's Temple, and to the Chief Architect there, (whose 
traditional History, it is said, may be found in the Talmud,) stating the 
powers granted to him by King Solomon, with other particulars, and con- 
ferring the samo privileges to the Freemasons. Governor Pownall states, 
in the 9th vol. of the Archaeologia, that he had, in the year 1773, with 
the sanction of the Pope, made accurate search in the Vatican for this Bull 
or Charter, but without effect 

The forms and symbols in use among the Knights Templars, in many in- 
stances, harmonised with those of the Freemasons, and there was consid- 
erable intercourse or connection between the two societies. The celebrated 
Orientalist, Hammer, in his History of the Assassins, maintains, that the 
Order of Freemasonry was held by the Ismaelites, or the illuminated of 
the East, at Grand Cairo ; and, in a Treatise, called Mysterium Bapho- 
meti Revelatum, &c., published in the Mines de l’Orient, voL vi., part 1, 
Vienna, 1818, fol. states, that there were Masonic emblems found in the 
Church of Prague, which was built in the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and formerly belonged to the Templaro; also in the Churches at Er- 
furt and Schoengrabern, &e. 

This work is an attack upon the principles of the Templars, and treats 
of their celebrated Idol Baphomet, as he calls it ; which Raynouard, in 
the Journal des 8a vans, for March and April 1819, proves, was Mahomet, 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



m 


MASONIC LIBRARY. 


and refutes, apparently with success, the impntations oast upon the Order 
by Hammer. 

Many of the fraternity established themselves in Scotland, where they, 
probably, were first permanently introduced at the time of the building of 
the Abbey of Kilwinning, about the middle of the twelfth century ; though, 
according to Bede, as early as 710, Naitan, King <5f the Piets, sent to 
Ceolfred, the Abbot of Weremouth, to beg some Masons to build a Church 
of Stone. 

The Kilwinning Lodge, which is, I believe, the mother Lodge of Scot- 
land, is said to have been founded by Robert the First of Scotland, about 
1313, and has been traced back to the end of the 15th century. The Mi- 
nutes of St. Mary’s Chapel, the oldest Lodge in Edinburgh, are stated, in 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, to extend back to the year 1598, and con- 
tain, as early as 1600, the names of some members who were not archi- 
tects. 

The Scotch Freemasons must have attained high repute ; for at the time 
of the persecution and dissolution of the Knights Templars, the Provin- 
cial Grand Master of Auvergne, Pierre d’ Aumont, with two Commanders 
and five Knights, fled, in the disguise of Masons, to one of the Scottish 
Isles, where they found the Grand Master, Hauptoncourt, and other mem- 
bers, in conjunction with whom they resolved to maintain the Order, still 
concealing themselves from persecution by acting under the guise of Free- 
masons, and borrowing some of their emblems. 

* They held a Chapter on St. John’s day, 1313, that saint being their pa- 
tron, when D* Aumont was ehosen Grand Master ; in 1361 the seat of the 
Grand Master was moved to Aberdeen ; and, by degrees,, under the veil of 
Freemasonry, of which this order now professed to be a branch, they spread 
into Italy, Germany, France, Portugal, Spain and elsewhere. # Those who 
like to amuse themselves with fanciful speculations, may, perhaps, trace 
back the choice of St John’s day for the meetings of the Templars and 
other Societies, to the time of the Temple of Belus, or the worship of the 
Sun, as it is the summer solstice when that luminary is at its highest — 
King Edward Third, about the 24th year of his reign, 1350, when found- 
ing the College at Windsor, granted to John de Sponlee the Office of Mas- 
ter of the Stone-hewers, and gave him power to take and press, as well 
within liberties as without, so many Masons and other Artificers as wero 
necessary, and to convey them to Windsor, to work at the King’s pay, but 
to arrest and imprison such as should disobey or refuse, until the King 
took other order; with a command to all Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, &c., 

• Acta Latomorum, voL i., p. 329. 
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to be assisting to him on the King’s behalf.* Writs were, accordingly, is- 
sued into different Counties, to collect able workmen ; bnt they, being dis- 
satisfied with “ the King’s pay,” entered into a combination, in many 
places, to resist this act, and made use of certain of their peculiar tokens 
to recognise and assist each other against being pressed into this service. ~ 

It will not be out of place to mention, here, that when that beautiful 
structure, the Cathedral of Strasburg, was in progress (between the years 
1275 and 1520, or thereabouts) a great number of Freemasons were, natur - 
ally, collected in that City, either employed in the building, or attracted 
by the desire of viewing its splendor ; it was considered as a second Solo- 
mon’s Temple, and a modern wonder of the world : and at a meeting, held 
at Ratisbon, in 1459, it was* agreed, that the Architect, or Superintendent, 
of Strasburg Cathedral, should, as a tribute of respect to the building, be 
Grand Master of the Freemasons ; and one Doteinger, of Worms, the suc- 
cessor of Hults, who completed the spire in 1449, Was, accordingly, chosen 
First Grand Master. Grandidier, in his description of the Cathedral, pub- 
lished in 1782, says, there were documents and original diplomas of the 
Emperors, then in existence, to prove this fact, kept in a ohest belonging 
to the Lodge of Freemasons at Strasburg. 

It would appear, from the act of 3d. Hen. 6, o. 1, A. D. 1424, as if the 
Freemasons had, occasionally, combined together to obtain a higher rate of 
wages than was legal, and that they did not consider themselves bound or 
affected by the statutes made for the regulation of the wages of other arti- 
ficers ) relying, possibly, on the different Bulls made in their favour, by 
the Popes : for by that act, Chapiters and Congregations of Masons were 
forbidden, as thereby “ the good oourse and effect of the statutes ©^lab- 
ourers be openly violated and broken, in subversion of the law, and to the 
great damage of all the commons.” Masons attending such Chapters and 
Congregations were to be punished by “ prison men t of their bodies, and 
make fine and ransom at the King’s will.” This act was, however, never 
put in force, and the Masons still continued their Assemblies and Com- 
munications, though, perhaps, not quite in so public a manner as before. 
Indeed, King Henry Sixth, who afterwards appointed the celebrated Wil- 
liam Wanefleet, Grand Master, is said to have been admitted into the Or- 
der, as well as the Protector, Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, with many 
other distinguished persons, who defended it against Henry Beaufort, 
Bishop of Winchester, when be endeavoured to suppress the Masons, after 
the passing of the before-mentioned act, by accusing them of seditious 
speeohes and menaces. In other societies of artificers, the members re- 
cognised each other by certain tokens, as well as the Masons ; and, at this 
day, several of the Crafts are known by the name of mysteries. The Ma- 

• Ashmole’s Hist Garter, 135. 
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sonsy however, from their antiquity, their knowledge, and the numerous 
privileges from time to time granted to them, as well as from the number 
of eminent men admitted into the society, who were not strictly Archi- 
toots, and their dispersion throughout the world, have fkr surpassed all 
others, and have become the object of general history. It is not very im- 
probable to suppose, that some of their peculiar symbols may be traced 
from the earliest period ; nor is it necessary for this purpose that they 
should have existed as a connected fraternity from such time ; but certain 
portions of the rites of the most remote nations, may have been, with the 
modifications, and in the manner to which I have before alluded, adopted 
by successive societies, and thus brought down to ages scarcely acquainted! 
perhaps, with the original allegory. 

On a reference back to the foregoing slight sketch, the progressive des- 
cent of any leading tenet, ftr characteristic, may be easily imagined ; and 
this will account for the similarity existing in certain institutions in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. Even in Africa, we hear of the Tribunal of the 
Purrah, which may be considered a remnant of Egyptian Freemasonry ; 
and the San ho hwny, or Triad Society! in China, claims the highest anti- 
quity : of this, a short description shall be given hereafter, by way of ap- 
pendix, as collected from the transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
London, vol. 1, p. 240-50 ; but, at present, I must return to the Freema- 
sons of England^ I will add, however, that in tracing, from its supposed 
origin, any peculiar symbol, the inquiry should be confined to the leading, 
or essential, landmarks of an institution, for any amplifications, or explana- 
tions, of such symbols, will, in general, be of a more modern date ; and 
of some, the origin might be easily ascertained. In the case of unwritten 
knowledge, nothing but short and essential principles would be handed 
down. 

The Masons were induced to take strict precaution to prevent the admis- 
sion of strangers into their meetings, because they frequently consulted 
therein on the scientific parts of their profession, and mutually gave aud 
received instruction* ou abstruse points connected with it, which it was their 
interest to conceal from the world at large* 

Mr Ware, in his Treatise on Vaults, published in the 17th Vol. of the 
Archmologia, says, that we are indebted to them for the vaultings which se- 
cure our Cathedrals, aud, that the art of constructing walls to resist the 
thrust of a stone vaulting was one of their original mysteries. We find 
occasional references to agreements entered into with some of the frater- 
nity ; for instance, in Ashmole’s History of the Garter, p. 136> an inden- 
ture is mentioned, dated 5th June, 21st Henry VII. by which John Hyl- 
mer and William Vertue, Freemasons, undertook the vaulting of the rotif 
of the choire, for £700, and to finish it by Christmas A. D. 1508. In an 
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indenture of 4th Henry YIIL between the Provost and Scholars of King’s 
College, Cambridge, and John Was tell, Master Mason of the said works, 
and Harry Severick, one of the Wardens of the same ; Wastell and Seve- 
rick agree for £1200. to set np a vaulting for the Church, to be finished in 
three years ; and in an indenture dated 4th August, in fifth of Henry 
Eighth, for completing the vaultings of King's College Chapel, Cambridge ; 
John Wastell, Master Mason, undertakes to keep working, continually, 
forty of the Freemasons. In Dugdale's Monastieon mention is made of 
other contracts. 

The Freemasons were distinguished in the regulations for establishing 
the wages of artificers and others, by having awarded to them the highest 
rate, of which a few examples will suffice. It appears, therefore, even if 
they considered themselves exempt from any of these regulations, that they 
were held in proper estimation by the framers of them ; and although the 
wages are such as may appear marvellously little in our eyes, we must con- 
sider the difference of times and the then value of money 

The preamble to the first statute of labourers, 23d Edward Third, is 
rather curious, shewing even at that time a spirit of combination. It states, 
“ Because a great part of the People, and especially of Workmen and Ser- 
“ vants, late died of the Pestilence, many seeing the necessity of Masters, 
u and great scarcity of Servants, will not serve unless they may receive ex- 
“ cessive wages, and some rather willing to beg in idleness, than by labour 
“ to get their living ; we considering the grievous incommodities, which of 
“ the lack especially of Ploughmen and such Labourers may hereafter come, 
have” &c. However, this has not much to do with the present subject ; 
therefore^ proceed with the examples of wages : 

In 1351, a Master Mason (probably equivalent to a Freemason) by the 
day, 3d. — Other Masons or Tylers, 2d. — Their servants on boys, 1 Jd. 


In 1446 — From Easter till Michaelmas : 

A Freemason, with diet, by the day . . . 4 d. 

Without diet . . . . . .5 id. 

A Master Tyler, Slater, Rough Mason, by the day, with diet 3d. 
Without diet . . . . * , 4 \d 

From Michaelmas to Easter , a penny by the day less. 

In 1514 — From Easter to Michaelmas the daily wages of a 
Freemason with diet ..... 4 d. 

Without diet 6<f. 

A Rough Mason and Tyler, the same. 

From Michaelmas to Easter, Id less. 

(These also are the wages allowed by 6 Hen. & c. 5.) 


In 1610 — A Freemason, which can draw his plot, work, *) JJ™ 11 wittoot 
and set accordingly, having charge over others, before [ g, * 
Michaelmas, by the day . . . • J 

47 
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After Michaelmas . ... 6d. lOdC 

A Bough Mason, which can take charge over others, be- ) ^ jqj 
fore Michaelmas • . • • . ) 

After Michealmas • . . • 4 d. 8 d. 

With Meet Without 
a Drink. 

In 1684— A Freemason . . • . 6 d. 16cf. 

A Master Brick Mason • . . . 6 d. 12c /. 

Their Servants and Apprentices, above the age of eighteen. Ad. 8d. 

From the middle of September to the middle of March, one penny by 
the day to be abated of the wages before specified.* 

The earliest authentic manuscripts I have seen connected with Freema- 
sonry are two in the British Museum, the older of which belongs appar- 
ently to the middle or latter half of the seventeenth century .f They con- 
tain a sort of traditionary history of no great value, and a collection of 
charges, most of which are similar in effect to those published in Preston ; 
it was therefore unnecessary to set them out here : they also contain a 
short form of obligation, but do not appear to have much reference to 
speculative Masonry. The supposed old manuscript printed in Preston, 
and elsewhere, with Mr. Locke’s comments thereon, should be authenti- 
cated, which, if in the Bodleian library, can be easily done. 

The admission of Elias Ashmole, the Antiquary, into the Society, in 
the year 1646, caused a revision of the different forms for reception of can- 
didates; and to the simple and terse rites then in existence, and which 
were, probably, of very high antiquity, were added others by Ashmole and 
his companions, who, in arranging them, were, perhaps, swayed by the 
knowledge they, as men of letters, possessed of the ancient mysteries of 
Egypt and Greece, and other Pagan ceremonies. Prior to the connexion 
of Ashmole and his friends with the Masons, they had been ixfthe habit 
of meeting together, in the Mason’s Hall, Mason’s Alley, Basingh&ll 
Street, for purposes of speculative science, and might, possibly, have had 
some connection with the Rosicrucians. After this time, the Society re- 
ceived many speculative Masons, or brethren, who were not professional 
Masons, into their body ; but the Civil Wars now occurring, the confusion 
of private rights, and interruption of domestic interofqrse, which pervaded 
the country for some years, affected the fraternity, as well as other meet- 
ings. It is said, that certain modifications of their ceremonies were now 
introduced, with reference to some unfortunate occurrences in our national 
history, and that the distinction of Master Mason, which had been foi- 
merly confined to the actual Master of a Lodge, was extended to many 
oilier Members of a certain degree of skill. J 

• See Fleetwood, Chron. Preciosum. Archaeologia, vol. xi. p. 203-9. 

f Harleian MSS. 2054, being in R. Holmes' collection j the other is Harleian MSS. 
1942. 

t Acta Latoztk vol. ii. p. 264-5. 
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On tbe restoration of Charles Second, the society of Freemasons again 
flourished, and that monarch was, himself, admitted into the Order. The 
great Fire of London, and the demand for architectural talent that neces- 
sarily followed, imparted new vigour to the fraternity ; the building of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, by Sir Christopher Wren, the Grand Master, raised the 
Masons to an eminence never before surpassed ; and many patrons of the 
art, and scientific characters, were eager to inrol their names in the list of 
so distinguished a body. The Lodge that then assembled, near St. Paul’s, 
where Sir Christopher Wren presided, still flourishes, with equal fame, un- 
der the immediate control of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
our Most Worshipful Grand Master; and it is said to have in its posses- 
sion many curious relics connected with the building of St. Paul’s. In the 
time of Queen Anne, it was resolved, “ That the Privileges of Masonry 
should no longer be restricted to operative Masons, but extend to men of 
various professions, provided they were regularly approved and initiated 
into the Order.” 

Previous to this resolution, wc have seen that men of rank and science 
were, occasionally, admitted, but afterwards, any men of respectable birth 
and good character were received, if otherwise approved of by the Bre- 
thren. In the beginning of the reign of George First, an unfortunate 
schism arose in the Society, in consequence of Sir Christopher Wren, who 
was then about 90 years of age, and unable to attend to any active duties 
of the Craft, having been superseded, in his offioe of Surveyor of Build- 
ings to the King, by Mr. Wm. Benson; under whose direction the gener- 
ality of Master Masons in London refused to meet ; and the Country 
Lodges, especially at York, and in Scotland, (where the Grand Lodge was 
instituted in 1736) kept inviolate the ancient landmarks, Ac., of the Or- 
der. 

About the year 1717, Dr. Desaguliers, who was Grand Master in 1719, 
a man of considerable scientific attainments, with other men of talent, took 
considerable pains in arranging and modelling that system of Freemasonry, 
which, prior to the memorable Union in 1813, was recognised in London 
in opposition to what was then called Ancient Masonry ; and certain pecu- 
liar toasts and ceremonies were introduced at his Installation-feast. The 
celebrated entered Apprentice song was, probably, made about this time, 
as it appears, with the music, in the third volume of the Musical Miscel- 
lany, London, 1730. The Ancient Masons, as they were called, chiefly 
assembled in the country, after the schism in the time of Sir Christopher 
Wren; but in 1757, they again established their Grand Lodge in London, 
under the Earl of Blessington, when, it is said, they recognised twenty-five 
degrees. Indeed, about this time, the formation of new degrees seems to 
have been much favoured, although, in reality, unconnected with true Ma- 
sonry, and contrary to its spirit ; but some persons of prurient imagina. 


Digitized by v^.oo5Le 



740 


MASONIC LIBRART. 


tion, («. g. Cagliostro, Ramsay, Rosa, &c.) indulged their fancies, by dis- 
covering or inventing new orders, to the number, in the whole, perhaps, of 
some hundreds : — the order or write of Mispbraim, alone, contains ninety 
degrees. 

Among other novelties, the late Dr. John Brown instituted a Latin Lodge 
in Edinburgh, in 1784, entitled the Roman Eagle, which flourished some 
time. 

The Magonnerie d’ Adoption, wherein females were admitted, was in 
vogue in France during modern times, and numerously attended. It w&8 
in existence in 1822, and is most probably so still. 

The system of Masonry, as practised in England, was established in 
France by Lord Derwentwater and others, in the year 1725, and afterwards 
into other parts of the Continent. During the troubles in France, An- 
cient Masonry, which was the system there practised, took refuge in Ame- 
rica, whence it was brought back to France in 1804, and re-organised, re- 
cognising thirty-three degrees. The French Masons enrol under their ban- 
ners many names of the first distinction, and fully practise the Masonic at- 
tributes of hospitality and relief. ' In Sweden also the Freemasons, under 
the immediate patronage of their king, have obtained high repute for in- 
telligence and skill. 

In 1777, or thereabouts, the Chapter of the Royal Arch was established 
in London ; but, for a general history of the Order, from the earliest times, 
reference must be made to publications already existing, (of which the rea- 
der will make such use, and to which he will aacribe such authority as he 
thinks proper) especially to Preston’s useful and popular Compendium, and 
the Acta Latomorum. 

In 1813, a union was happily effected between the two systems of Ma- 
sonry, since which time the Society has flourished in an unprecedented 
manner, uniting, in a peculiar degree, the virtues of friendship and bene- 
volence, and enrolling under its banners some of the first names in the 
country, including our most gracious Sovereign, as its Patron. And, 
whilst it is governed, as at present, by a Prince, whose talents give addi- 
tional lustre to his rank, and who applies their united power to the direc- 
tion and support of the institution upon the truly Masonic principles with 
which he is himBelf thoroughly acquainted, the Order must continually 
flourish and increase. 


Digitized by 


Google 



APPENDIX. 


As matter of curiosity, I have added a short description of the Secret 
Association in China, before-mentioned, called the “ San ho hwny,” or 
the Triad Society, which claims to be of the highest antiqnity ; it was for- 
merly called " Tbeea te hwuy,” or the Ccelesto-fcerrestrial Society. Its 
professed design is benevolence, and the government of it is vested in three 
persons, called Ko, or elder Brothers ; they are respectively named, Yib 
Ko, Urh Ko, and San Ko ; t. e. Brother first, Brother second, and Bro- 
ther third ; the other Members are oalled Brethren. They have certain 
initiatory ceremonies ; and the candidate enters into an obligation under 
an arch or bridge of swords held over him by the brethren. They have 
also, secret signs and tokens, by which to distinguish themselves. A word 
highly prized by them is “ Hung,” with its component parts, namely, San- 
pit-urh-shih-yih, meaning, numerically, 321 ; but to which they apply 
some mystic meaning. They use signs by motions of the fingers, employ- 
ing three of them to take up any thing, as a tea-cup, or its cover, with the 
thumb, fore and middle fingers, or the fore, middle and third fingers, in a 
particular way. 
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PREFATORY REMARKS. 


The want of a short and connected narrative of the history of onr ex- 
cellent society has been my reason for publishing this little manual, and 
thus venturing on an undertaking which might be considered presumptu- 
ous, was there, among the many learned and interesting works on Freema- 
sonry, any one calculated to supply the disideratum. The history which 
Preston’s exoellent work contains relates almost entirely to this country, 
and is too long for general use ; Oliver’s Antiquities again relates to little 
but the Jewish form of Freemasonry, and only reaches to the building of 
the Temple. I have attempted — feeling nevertheless the difficulty of the 
attempt — to arrange consistently all the accounts, so as to form a short and, 
I hope, a useful historical sketch from the flood to the present time. I 
have omitted, not to extend the work to too great a length, much otherwise 
interesting matter — as the history of the Druids, the Cabirie, Indian, and 
Persian mysteries, which were only branches of the subject, not necessary 
to the ideas I entertain of the progress of the order. For particulars re- 
specting these, and many other interesting topics, I refer the inquisitive 
Brethren to the works of the Kev. Brother George Oliver, to whom I am 
myself much indebted for his Masonic publications ; to Preston’s Illustra- 
tions ; and, among others, to an article on Masonry in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 1810. 

Feeling the imperfections of this manual, I have consolation in consid- 
ering that I entrust it to the criticism of Brethren who will, in regard to 
the good intention of the attempt, excuse the faults of the execution. 
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Pabt I. 

The origin of the society of Freemasons has been very differently stated * 
some writers date it as coeval with the world ; while others, from a desire 
to injure its influence, and deride its pretensions, represent it as an inven- 
tion of the Jesuits to aid their projects. 8ome again deduce its origin 
from Pythagoras, while others have supposed it to have arisen daring the 
Crusades, as a secondary order of chivalry, and that, deriving its birth 
from those warlike institutions, it has been adapted to the more peaceful 
pursuits of scientific men. Barruel, animated with mortal enmity against 
it, has declared it to be a continuation of the order of Knights Templars, 
and paints it as averse to true and established governments, and desirous 
of levelling all distinctions of rank. 

I shall endeavour in this sketch to show what I consider its real origin 
and progress, and to prove that some of these apparently inconsistent ac- 
counts are not incompatible with each other. 

It will be well to premise, that an examination of the different systems 
of religions mysteries throughout the world, so far as we have the means 
of judging of them, must evince to the inquiring Mason that every one of 
them contains rites and ceremonies, emblems and symbols, during a most 
powerful similarity to those used among ns. To this subject I only allude, 
because it has been examined with great minuteness by one of our order 
with much ingenuity and scholastic researoh. To the works of the Bev. 
George Oliver, to whom I am indebted for much Masonic information, and 
particularly to his two volumes entitled “ Signs and Symbols Illustrated,” 
and “ The History of Initiation,” I would refer the inquisitive Mason for 
amusement and instruction. I quote his conclusion from the investigation, 
as it will lead me immediately to the point from whioh I intend to set out. 
“The antiquity of Freemasonry may be deduced from the similarity of 
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oar rites to those of the mysteries ; and we can only account for the resem- 
blance which the oeremonies and doctrines of distant nations bear to each 
other, by supposing that they were all derived from some great primitive 
system which was practised when all mankind lived together as a single 
family. It is morally impossible, on any other principle, that the same 
events, perpetuated by the same ceremonies and symbols, and the same se- 
cret system of communication, could subsist in nations so widely separated 
as to preclude all possibility of intercourse between the inhabitants.” 

Of the history of Masonry in the earliest ages we can know little with 
certainty ; it is not therefore my purpose to follow those who write of its 
existence in the antediluvian world. That the first parents of mankind 
were instructed by the Almighty, as to his existence and attributes, and 
after their fall were further informed of the redemption which was to be 
perfected by Christ, and as aeign of their belief, were commanded to offer 
sacrifices to God, I fully assent to the creed of Masonry in believing. It is 
also highly probable that symbolical actions should have been instituted by 
them in memory of their penitence , reverence , sympathy, fatigue , and faith , 
and that these might be transmitted to posterity. But it is not my pur 
pose to relate this part of the ancient history of the order. 

I pass on to the flood, of which it is to be observed that every mystical 
system on earth contained most striking memorials and symbols. After 
this terrible instance o^ the vengeance of God upon a sinful world, the 
families of the three sons of Noah having become very numerous, it was 
necessary they should separate, and colonize the different countries appoint* 
ed by God for their inheritance. The pious father of the new world had 
received from bis ancestors the principles of religious truth, which he com- 
municated to his descendants, and from this source is it that we must trace 
those points of similarity in the religious systems of nations widely differ^ 
ing in manners, and far distant in habitation. But these pure doctrines 
soon became corrupted, end Nimrod, the rebel son of Cush, endeavoured 
to establish himself in the land of Shinar, instead of going to his appoint* 
ed lot Here he and bis followers built a tower, probably for the purposes 
of the Zabian false worship, which had even then begun, and intended to 
form an empire, that they might not be scattered over the earth. But God 
put a stop to tbeir impious proceedings by the eonfosiou of their language, 
and obliged them to separate. 

Without following tho movements of any of the other nations, our con- 
cern will be with the Egyptians, tbeir Masonry, and the various modifica- 
tions introduced into other countries from Egypt; and also the state of 
Masonry among the Hebrews. In Egypt, then, the nearest country to the 
place of separation, and the first inhabited under a regular government, the 
arts and sdenoes soon began to make great progress and to flourish. Here 
we very early discover traces of that mysterious eoeiety, in which operative 
and speculative Masonry were oombined. It was probably originally coip- 
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posed of operative Masons, of architects, who finding their talents in re- 
quest for erecting religious edifices, sought, by keeping secret the discov- 
eiies in their science which they made, to gain for themselves honour and 
admiration. But the Egyptian priesthood, a body of men of the highest 
rank, and desirous of ruling the people by superstition, were soon led to 
join the society, for the purpose of participating in the scientific informa- 
tion possessed by its members. The principal buildings erected, being of 
a religious character, gave them a just plea for joining the architects, and 
they soon imparted to this order a religions appearance, and connected their 
philosophy and mythology with the avowed objects of the association, 
whence arose that union of science and theology found in Freemasonry. — 
The knowledge they possessed they conoealed from the vulgar, veiling it 
by a language of hieroglyphics and symbols, which greatly assisted in cor- 
rupting the national religion : and they admitted none to participate in 
their mysteries without passing through an ordeal of the most trying na- 
ture. 

The aspirant was subjected to all the horrors of mind, and even pain of 
body, which an exposure to the elements could occasion, before he was ad- 
mitted to initiation. He was obliged to pass through chambers of fire, to 
run the hazard of his life by a sudden change which threw him into deep 
waters, and his brain was confused by being whirled rapidly through the 
air, by the powerful and appalling mechanism of the system established by 
the conservators of the secrets. He was then gradually instructed in the 
doctrines which they taught, of the creation of the world, and th% nature 
of the soul ; but he was not admitted to the highest degree of knowledge 
until he had figuratively suffered a temporary death, and had been laid as 
it were in the chambers of the grave. This last remarkable circumstance 
was, in one form or another, a chief part of the mystical ceremonies in 
every system in the world, varying in degrees of horror and duration, ac- 
cording to the spirit of the nations to which each belonged, and represent- 
ed as figurative of the loss of some eminent person in every case, but all 
really relating to the entombment of the great father of the postdiluvian 
world in the ark, and pointing out to the aspirant the certainty of a future 
life beyond the grave. Many were the persons who offered themselves for 
initiation into the Egyptian mysteries; and some failed before they had 
passed the preparatory ordeal, for which by the laws of the mystagogues 
they were condemned to confinement for life. But Jhe system spread 
widely from Egypt, particularly into Greeoe, whither, when the population 
became too great for the country of the Nile to support, they emigrated 
under different leaders, who each carried with them the mysteries. The 
principal of these were Inachus in 1970 B. o., Cecrops in 1657, Cadmus 
in 1593, and Danaus in 1586. About 1600 B. c. Triptolemus, son of Ce- 
leus, king of Elrusis, animated with the desire of knowledge, visited Egypt, 
find sought admission to the mysteries 'of Isis and Osiris. He was admit- 
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ted a s an aspirant, bat was unable to endure the ordeal of fire. Being con- 
demned to behold no more the light of day, he determined to endure the 
trial to the utmoet ; and the priests, moved by his high character and de- 
termination, decided to show him favour by admitting him to a second 
trial. He was successful and received initiation, and grateful for the kind- 
ness he had experienced, resolved on his return to avow his admiration of 
their doctrines and justify their confidence. He accordingly instructed his 
countrymen in the agriculture he had learnt in Egypt, and erecting a tem- 
ple to Ceres, the Grecian Isis, he instituted the famous Eleusinian mysteries 
in honour of her, on the model of those in which he had been instructed. 
The similarity of these rights to those of our order have been proved al- 
ready by those who have inquired into it more fully than my limits will 
allow me to do ; but I will mention some of the points in which the re- 
semblance is striking. The candidates were obliged to be of a certain age ; 
their characters were strictly scrutinised, and men of bad repute were re- 
jected : the approved were prepared for initiation by regular officers, were 
bound by most solemn obligations to keep secret that which might, at any 
time, be intrusted to them, and were then instructed by significant sym- 
bols and ceremonies in the principles professed by the initiated. They were 
taught to rule and subdue their passions, and by the diligence of their pro- 
gress and the purity of their conduot to merit higher degrees of perfection 
in those mysterious rites, “ the participators in which 19 (I quote the words 
of a Greek orator, Isocrates Paneg. 6) “ enjoy sweeter hopes, relating to 
the en<f of life, and to all eternity.” The government of the initiated was 
in the hands of three grand officers, and they had among them, many sig- 
nificant and private words. 

Intimately connected with these mysteries were the Dionysia, in honour 
of Bacehos, the Grecian Osiris, whose history is most curions as showing 
the union of operative and specnlative Masonry, These rites were insti- 
tuted about the same time with the Eleusinian, and those who had been 
initiated into these last were qualified without further initiation to attend 
the Dionysia, while those who had been admitted to the rites of Bacchus 
were afterwards received into those of Ceres, as a higher degree. As Qao- 
chus, or Dionysius, was the great patron of theatres, Ac., the workmen en- 
gaged in such edifices were called Diooysiaci, and were initiated into bis 
mysteries ; which, however, it must be remarked, became in later times 
noted for more their excess and debauchery than any other circumstance. 

Long however before this happened, the Dionysiao Masons had spread 
over great part of Asia Minor, particularly by the colonization of Ionia 
from Attica, about 1000 b. 0., whither the Dionysia, as yet nncorrupted 
by profligacy, were brought by the colonists, and Masonry soon began to 
flourish in^tbat country, and to surpass in science and splendour the archie 
tocture of the mother country. 

The Dionysiao Masons received* from the authorities of their land great 
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privileges, having the exclusive right conferred on them for ereoting tem- 
ples, theatres, and other public buildings within the jurisdiction of the 
Ionians. lAe Freemasons, they were divided into communities or Lodges, 
(the names of two, the Lodge of Attalistce, and the Lodge of the district 
of Echinus, are preserved by Strabo,) under command of Masters and 
Wardens, and used in their ceremonies emblematical jewels very similar 
to ours ; they had also particular signs and words to recognise their Bre- 
thren. They had, even before the time of their establishment in Ionia, 
been established in other countries ; were known in Egypt, and settled ia 
Syria, whither they had brought with them from Persia specimens of that 
style which we now call Grecian* 

Haviog traced so far the progress of those mysteries among the idola- 
trous Egyptians and Greeks, we will leave them for a time and turn to the 
other great branch of the subject, Masonry among the Hebrews. If the 
Heathens, as there can be no doubt they did, far excelled the true believ- 
ers in the science and practice of architecture and operative Masonry, they 
were no less inferior to them in that true and pure light of speculative 
Masonry which flourished among the descendants of Abraham, and from 
whom we are proud to olaim our knowledge of the science. While the 
Egyptian priests were engaged in forming that stupendous system of mys- 
tery which excited the curiosity and moved the astonishment of all the 
world, one solitary family was chosen by the Almighty, as the depository of 
the knowledge of his truth, and in whose u seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed / 1 Abraham was called by God from the land of Ur, 
his native country, the inhabitants of which were attached to the Zabian 
superstition, the worship of the host of heaven ; and obeying the summons, 
he set out with his wife, and his nephew, Lot, and his household, to follow 
the bidding of the Lord. After many trials of his faith, a son was born 
to him in his old age, who was promised as the ancestor from whom the 
expected Redeemer should descend. Yet scarcely was this son grown up 
when he was ordered to take him and offer him to God on Mount Moriah 
as a sacrifice. He obeyed, and this his ready oompliance to the will of 
the Almighty was the fini grand offering , which is to this day cpmmem- 
f orated among Freemasons. God however was pleased to substitute a more 
agreeable victim in the stead of Isaac, and to reiterate to Abraham his gra- 
cious promises. 

Isaac, having married Rebekah, had two sons, the younger of whom, 
Jacob, was assisted by his mother, in the old age of Isaao, to procure the 
blessing which rested upon his house, though of birthright it belonged to 
Esau. But he was no sooner possessed of it, than he was obliged to flee 
from his brother’s wrath, who threatened to kill him, for having defrauded 
him not only of his birthright but his blessing also ; and Rebekah per- 
suaded Isaao to send him away to Mesopotamia, to take a wife from her 
family. The circumstance which happened on his first day’s journey is 
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well known, and it the next event particularly commemorated by us— that 
wonderful vision of the ladder reaching to heaven, with the divinely-com* 
missioned angels employed in their benevolent services to man. 

Passing onward in the history, our next remarkable person is Joseph, 
who by his virtue, and by the favour of the Almighty, was raised to the 
highest eminence in the kingdom of Egypt, and was the means of preserv- 
ing that country from the danger of severe famine* The descent of Jacob 
and his family into Egypt followed some little time after this ; they re- 
ceived at fret great honour, but after some time another king arose who 
knew not Joseph, probably because be belonged to a different dynasty from 
that of the monarch whom Joseph had served ; and. be began greatly to 
oppress the ohildren of Israel. But the Lord had prepared a preserver for 
them, in the person of his servant Moses, to whom he communicated the 
knowledge of that name> expressing his eternal attributes ; and under 
whose conduct he released bis people from bondage with a high hand and 
outstretched arm. And as they were now to be a peculiar people, be 
thought good to give theip these most excellent institutions, the moral, cere- 
monial, and judicial law ; and calling Moses up into the mount, where he 
remained for forty days, he showed him the model after which Moses can* 
ed the tabernacle to be erected in the wilderness. Under Moses and Joshua, 
who fought the battles of the Lord, and under the elders who outlived 
Joshua, Masonry flourished in purity. But they were no sooner dead, than 
the people began to corrupt themselves with idolatry, and were consequent- 
ly several times given over into the hands of their enemies, from whom, 
on repentance, they were delivered by judges whom God raised up. Wo 
pass over these times, and those of Soul, first king of Israel, and hasten to 
approach that most splendid period of Masonic history, when operative and 
speculative Masonry were united among the Jews. 

David, having reigned seven years in Hebron, was in the year. 1018 B. 
c. established as king in Jerusalem, in the 38th year of his age. About 
five years afterwards a friendly intercourse took place between him and 
Hiram, king of Tyre and Grand Master of the Masons in that part of the 
world, who were celebrated for their excellent skill and the beauty of tbeir 
workmanship. This prince sent to David timber and workmen, who built 
a palace for him in Jerusalem ; and the following year, feeling it deroga- 
tory to the honour of God, that he himself should dwell in a palace of 
cedar, while the holy ark was only within the ourtaias of the tabernacle, 
he proposed to Nathan, the prophet, a question, as to the propriety of build- 
ing a house for the Lord. Nathan however was commanded to inform him 
that the Lord would not allow him to build this house, as be had been a 
man of war, and his hands were deiled with blood, though his devout in- 
tentions were applauded. 

In the year 1017 he was unfortunately tempted to order the people of 
Israel to be numbered, which sin drew down the anger of God, and a pee- 
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tilence raged among the people, which destroyed great numbers of them 
To appease the wrath of the Almighty, David, by divine command, built 
an altar on Monnt Moriah, and offered thereon burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, together with many pious prayers, which caused the destroying 
angel to stay his hand; and this is the second grand offering commemora- 
ted by Freemasons. David died two years afterwards, and was succeeded 
by Solomon, his son, who immediately sent messengers to king Hiram, re- 
questing him to provide him with timber and stones for the Temple he 
was about to erect to the Lord his God, and with workmen, sittoe the Si- 
donians excelled the Israelites in workmanship. 

Hiram, piously giving thanks to the Lord for giving so wise a king to 
the people of Israel, answered Solomon kindly, and promised to do all that 
he had requested. And further, in compliance with Solomon’s desire that 
he would send him “ a man cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass, and iu iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue, and that can 
skill to grave with the cunning men in Judea and Jerusalem," the king 
of Tyre sent to Jerusalem a man who was fully able to do all that Solo- 
mon required. This was Hiram Abif, the son of a Tyrian man, and his 
mother, then a widow, was of the eity of Dan in the tribe of Naphthali, 
a worshiper of the true God, and superior in the power of his genius and 
the beauty of his designs to any architect before or since. Solomon glad- 
ly received him, and appointed him Deputy Grand Master under himself 
of the Masons employed on the building. The system established by these 
two great chiefs for ensuring regularity and correctness is both excellent 
in itself and particularly deserving of the notice of Freemasons. That 
no confusion might arise, owing to the great numbers employed, in paying 
the workmen their just wages, they were divided into three classes, accord- 
ing to the degree of professional knowledge possessed by eaeh. The first 
class was that of the apprentice*, the second of fellow-craft t, and the third 
Master*. Each class bad particular signs and words entrusted 1 to its mem- 
bers, and different places were assigned for the payment of each at tbe 
stated periods. They were also divided into companies, or Lodges, of 
eighty men each, including a Master and two Wardens. The numbers in 
each class were as follows ; 

1. Harodim , princes or rulers, from most experienced Mas term 800 

Menatzchim, Master Masons, . 8,800 

2. Ghiblim or sculptors, Isk Ckotxeb or hewers of stone, and 

Benai, builders . . ■ . . . 80,000 

All these were fellow crafts. 

3. The levy out of Israel, who worked one month in three 10, (MO 

a month ...... 80,000 

Total number employed 113,600, not including the J*k Sabbal, or men 
of burden, 70,000 in number, the remains of the old Canaanitos, and not 
reckoned among Freemasons, being literally slaves to the workmen. The 
48 
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workmen were employed three years in preparing the materials for the tem- 
pie. In the quarries were seven hundred and fifty Lodges, amounting al- 
together to 60,000 men, including Masters and Wardens. In the forests 
of Lebanon were four hundred and twenty Lodges, amounting to 33,600. 
Thus the whole number employed oonstantly was 93,600, and thero were 
always 20,000 of the levy out of Israel at rest. In this manner every 
thing was prepared with the greatest nicety, the stones were all hewn in 
the qrarries, and there squared, fashioned, marked, and numbered ; and 
the timber, being cut in the forests, was there framed, carved, marked, and 
numbered also ; so that when brought to Jerusalem there was nothing left 
to be done but the arrangement of different parts. The materials being 
thus prepared were carried on floats down to Joppa, and thence conveyed 
to Jerusalem on carriages of curious mechanism provided for the purpose, 
there to be put together according to the plan of the architect. All being 
prepared, king Solomon, in the fourth year of his reign, in the month Zif, 
the end of our April, in the year 1012 B. c. laid the foundation of the tem- 
ple of the Lord on Mount Moriah. “ And the house, when it was in build- 
ing, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither ; so that 
there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the house 
while it was in building.” On this point it is to be remarked, that there 
was a peculiar idea of the pollution of using iron tools in the structure of a 
temple ; and in the commands of the Almighty regarding the construction 
of the tabernacle and altar, metal took were most strongly prohibited. It 
is not my purpose to enter into a particular description of the temple ; 
many persons of great research and acquirements have found great diffi- 
culty in laying down any plan, or drawing any elevation of this great 
building, and suoh an attempt is not important to my subjeot. 

In the year 1005 b. c. in the month Bui, the end of our October, the 
temple was finished ; and in the next year, in the end of September, the 
people were assembled at one of the most solemn religious meetings that 
ever took place, being appointed for the dedication of this the first temple 
ever built to the true and living God. It was then that the third and 
greatest offering was made on the same spot already hallowed by the offer- 
ings of Abraham and David before alluded to, which three are still com- 
memorated among us. This last offering was also accepted, "being the many 
costly presents and pious prayers offered by the king at the dedication of 
“ the house he had built” to God’s service; when the Almighty was pleas- 
ed visibly to take possession of the sanctuary, dispossessing even his own 
ministers, to show that he did so. 

The history of the building of the temple and its dedication have thus 
been brought to a conclusion without interruption, or without any refer- 
ence to a circumstance of the deepest interest to Freemasons, which hap- 
pened previous to the cape-stone of the building being celebrated. To this 
event no more than an allusion can be made ; it is one which at the time 
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made an impression of the deepest sorrow upon tbe brethren, and which 
must be indelibly imprinted upon the mind of every Master Mason. 

The consequence of this event, accompanied as it was by a loss seriously 
felt by the brethren, was an alteration in the structure of the society which 
exists to this day. At the same time, the whole system underwent some 
revival under the command of Solomon, who, being acquainted with many 
of the most famous systems of mysterious instruction, was enabled from 
that knowledge to settle among the true believers an improved form of Ma 
sonic discipline ; and from this point accordingly our present system of 
Freemasonry is properly to be dated. The initiation, therefore, into the 
first or entered apprentice’s degree, was made to partake, in a slighter pro- 
portion, of those trials of physical and moral courage for which the admis- 
sion into the ancient and chiefly the Egyptian mysteries was famous. The 
second, or fellow craft’s, was rendered interesting by those scientific in- 
structions and philosophical lectures which characterised later parts of the 
mysteries ; though both of these degrees were made to tend to the glory 
of that QOD who had given such wonderful faoulties to them, and to the 
welfare of their fellow-creatures. Thus instructed in morals and science, 
the third or Master Mason’s degree led them to that great truth which tho 
sublimest part of even the heathen mysteries, though it too seldom suc- 
ceeded, was intended to teach : and the faithful believer was assured of a 
future life, and immortality beyond the grave. And whereas the heathens 
had taught this only by the application of a fable to their purpose ; the 
wisdom of the pious Grand Master of the Israelitish Masons took advan- 
tage of a real circumstance whioh would more forcibly impress the sub- 
lime truths he intended to inoulcate upon the minds of all brethren. Such 
is a brief outline — intelligible, I trust, to the members of the order — of 
that beautiful system which, then established, has long been the admira- 
tion of the world, and has stood the test of ages amid every persecution. 

But the true religion was unhappily not destined to hold its ground long . 
uncorrupted. The death of Solomon was immediately succeeded by the 
revolt of the ten tribes and the formation of the kingdom of Israel, of 
whose monarchs the sentence is, without one exception, that they “ did 
evil in the sigh£ of the Lord.” And though the kingdom of Judah Was 
sometimes more fortunate, yet even then, in spite of the pious exertions of 
such men as Asa, Hezekiah, and Josiah, the people not only committed 
numberless errors,, but also ran into every kind of sin and wickedness, by 
which the Almighty, being offended, denounced his sore judgments against 
them by the mouths of his prophets, pronouncing to them that their land 
should be made barren and their city desolate, and themselves and their 
posterity suffer the severity of his wrath by seventy years’ captivity in 
Babylon. If we inquire, what were these great sins; idolatry or treason 
against God was the chief which brought down these threatenings upon 
them : and we have only to look to the book of the prophet Ezekiel, chap. 
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▼ill. to be struck by those deviations from trne Masonic principles and 
laws with which they polluted themselves. The abominations which were 
disclosed to the prophet, as practised by the “ ancients of his people,” and 
by the women, were those horrible mysteries celebrated in honour of Tam* 
muz or Adonis, actions of the grossest and most depraved idolatry. At 
length, however, the long suffering of God was wearied out, and the threat* 
ened N vengeance fell upon his guilty people ; they were carried away into 
captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bablyon, in the year 606 B. o. in 
the third year of Jehoiakim, king of Judea. 

This long-threatened punishment of the guilty Jews was of the greatest 
advantage, and produced some most beneficial effects upon other nations, 
and contributed to the spreading of truer notions of God, and to the dis- 
semination of more perfect Masonry among the heathens ; which we shall 
now proceed to inquire into. In the year 610 B. c. fonr years before the 
Babylonish captivity began, Jeohahaz, king of Judah, was carried captive 
into Egypt by Pharoah Necho ; and at this time Thales of Miletus was in 
that country, in search of knowledge. Struck by the remarkable history 
of the Jews, he made inquiry concerning their doctrines From them be 
acquired more just and true notions than he had before entertained ; and 
returning to Miletus, he founded the Ionic sect there, being the first Greek 
who taught a regular system of philosophy, and left a succession of disci- 
ples to maintain it. He taught that the world was not eternal, but made 
by God out of water ; and that, being God's workmanship, it was infinite- 
ly good and perfect, and that the universe was filled with spirits who min- 
ister to the welfare of men. He taught the providence of God and his 
eternal essence. From the Egyptians, plunged into hieroglyphic ignor- 
ance, he could never have learnt such ideas ; the Jews are the only people 
from whom he could have acquired them. 

But one even more extraordinary than Thales undoubtedly received from 
the Jews the elements of his philosophy. This was Pythagoras, from whom 
many are willing to trace that system of Masonry of whioh, in fact, his 
was but a scion. He travelled, in the year 563, to Palestine and Syria, on 
a journey in search of wisdom and truth. From Palestine, then in a state 
of desolation, he went to Egypt, and remained there twenty-one years. He 
was admitted into all the most secret mysteries of the Egyptian Priests, 
and is said to have been in danger of his life in the initiation ; yet his ar- 
dent mind was not satisfied. He had met in Egypt with some of the Jews 
who with Jeremiah had fled thither from Jerusalem, and he desired to 
know more of the doctrines into which he had then obtained only a little 
insight. For this purpose he went to Babylon, in the year 541 B. c., 
where he became acquainted with Daniel. This prophet, at the time Py- 
thagoras came to Babylon, had not the same high rank under Belshazzar 
as he had had under Nebuchadnezzar, and afterwards under Cyrus. But 
in a short time, Belshazzar having been killed, and the Medo-Pezsian em- 


Digitized by 


Google 



A FRKEMa£on’s POCKIT COMPANION. 


757 


pire established, Darios appointed Daniel president of the empire and, un- 
der himself, Grand Master of the Masons in the whole Persian dominions. 
By Daniel, then, the Samian philosopher was initiated in pure Freema- 
sonry, and, pleased with the system under which the Lodges in that coun- 
try were arranged, he determined to establish a similar sooiety at home. — 
On his return, however, to Samos, after a residence of twelve years in 
Babylon, having witnessed the return of the Jews to their own land, he 
was dissatisfied with the state of political affairs in that island, and settled 
at Crotona, in Magna Graocia, in the south of Italy, where he established 
his Lodge, called the Italic school. In this system thore were two or three 
different degrees of perfection, to be obtained only by diligence, patience, 
and perseverance. The initiated were bound to secrecy — were entrusted 
with private signs, words, and tokens — were bound to consider and treat 
as brethren all their fellows in the Lodge, and to keep a watch of the most 
rigid purity over their conduct. He taught the eternal essence and unity 
of the Creator of the world, and acknowledged no other god but one. The 
name of this being he gave as a mystery to bis disciples, and described the 
deity in the same word as the Jews, signifying the self-existent. He in- 
oukated the necessity of pure worship, and taught the doctrines of a pecu- 
liar Providence, of the immortality of the soul, and incorporeality of the 
deity. These doctrines he learnt from the Jews, and his mode of inculca- 
ting them, by signs and symbols, leaves no room to doubt of the connec- 
tion of his system with Freemasonry. 

To return again to the Jews. In the year 536, B. o. the seventy years’ 
captivity being expired, and the anger of the Lord being appeased, he 
stirred up the heart of Cyrus, king of Persia and Babylon, who accordingly 
issued his royal proclamation, saying, “ The Lord God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged me to build 
hijn a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people ? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is 
the God) which is in Judah. And whosoever remaineth in any place 
where he segourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and 
with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill offering for 
the house of God which is in Jerusalem.” Oa this proclamation the Jews 
left Babylon, under the conduct of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, the lineal 
descendant of the princely house of Judah, attended by Joshua, the bgh 
priest, Haggai the prophet, and Ezra the scribe, and returned to their own 
land. In the seventh month of the same year the altar of the Lord was 
erected, and burnt offerings were sacrificed on it ; and the feast of taber- 
nacles was kept according to the law of Moses. Men were also employ- 
ed, according to the permission of Cyrus, to cut cedars in Lebanon, and 
bring them by sea to Joppa. In the beginning of the second year the 
foundation of the second temple was laid by Zerubbabel, the Grand Mas 
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ter of the Jewish Masons, assisted by Joshua the high priest, as Senior 
Grand Warden, with great rejoicing and praise to God. But some of the 
elder men, who remembered the glory of the former temple, could not re- 
frain from tears when the foundation of this second house was laid, “ so 
that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the 
noise of the weeping of the people." 

But before the foundation of the temple was laid a great discovery was 
made, which gave unmixed joy to the Grand Master and his Masonic bre- 
thren, by the reparation of a loss which had been seriously deplored for 
nearly five hundred years. It is impossible here to explain what that loss 
wa* which had been so grievously felt by the brethren, or what the disco- 
very was which now filled them with gratitude to the Almighty. The seed 
“ sown in tears" was now “ reaped in joy," and the consequence was an 
important addition to the order, now ingrafted upon it, in memory of the 
zeal and fidelity by which the discovery was made. 

But the malice of the enemies of Israel permitted not the gracious in- 
tentions of Cyrus to be fulfilled at this time. The Jews were maligned, 
and the building of the house of God was Rtopped for fifteen years, until 
the second year of king Darius, the year 520 B. c. Haggai the prophet 
now arose by the commands of God and severely rebuked the Jews for ceas- 
ing from their pious work, and permitting the house of the Lord to lie 
waste, while they themselves were dwelling in ceiled houses." He threat- 
ened them with the wrath of the Almighty if they continued their neg- 
lect, and comforted those who had wept at the apparent difference of the 
two temples, by assuring them that God, if he chose, could make this 
house as splendid as the former, for “ the silver and the gold was his 
and that the Lord of Hosts had destined that “the glory of this latter 
house should be greater than that of the former, and in this place he would 
give peace," by the coming of “ the desire of all nations" — the promised 
Redeemer. By these exhortations of Haggai, accompanied by the prophe- 
cies of Zechariah, the work was recommenced and the attempts of the 
enemies were unavailing, for the Jews now applied to Darius the king, 
who caused search to be made among the archives of the kingdom, and 
finding the decree of Cyrus, he confirmed it anew, and forbade any inter- 
ruption to be occasioned to the pious work. On this the building continued 
with great spirit from the year 519 until the year 515, in the twelfth month, 
when, all being completed, the dedication was solemnised with great joy, 
and the passover kept the first month of the ensuing year, according to 
the law of God given by Moses. 

FYom the zealous Masons, who at this time assisted in the building of 
the second temple, were descended a remarkable body of men, little known 
or mentioned, who with some peculiarities of a reprehensible nature, from 
which no societies can be free, preserved among them the secrets of Ma- 
sonry. These were thd sect of the Essenes, whose oustoms have been 
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much examined by other writers, but of whom I purpose to say no more 
than will prore their identity with Freemasons, at least to brethren. The 
characters of candidates were scrutinized, and if they were approved they 
were admitted as novices ; at the expiration of the term of probation they 
were presented with white garments, and bound by solemn obligations not 
to divulge the secrets they should be taught, nor make any innovations on 
the doctrines of the society, but to preserve the old landmarks. They were 
divided into Lodges, into which they admitted no women ; and in their 
meetings the brethren were orally instructed, and particular signs of recog- 
nition and symbols for instruction were used among them. It may be ob- 
jected that the Essenes were not architects ; but to this it may be answer- 
ed, that there are many Freemasons also who have no connection with 
architecture, yet the society to which they belong sprang from architecture 
in the beginning ; and this science is one of those, the study of which is 
particularly encouraged amongst os. But of the Essenes it is also to be 
remarked, that from their order proceeded many of those noble characters 
who, under the name of Kasideans, assisted Judas Maccabeus in hiB de- 
fence of the holy temple ; a brotherhood bound strongly together to pre- 
serve that building which their predecessors had laboured to rear. 

Of the history of our Order, however, at this period, and for some time 
afterwards, we know but little ; but we are well assured of its existence 
at the time of the coming of our Lord upon earth, when it reoeived the 
assistance of those two great lights, who are to this day commemorated in 
onr Lodges in gratitude for the kindness received from them. We have 
reason to believe that the secrecy of onr order was often useful to oonoeal, 
and its universal benevolence to preserve, Christian professors, in the early 
ages of the church, from the malice of their bitter enemies ; and it is cer- 
tain that there are to be found in the writings of the fathers many allu- 
sions of an undoubtedly Masonic character. 


Part IL 


We have thus traced the progress of Freemasonry up to the time when 
Christianity was first propagated in the world : we have observed the modi- 
fication of it, adapted though it were to the purposes of idolatrions wor- 
ship, in the stupendous mysteries of Egypt, travelling thence to Greeee, 
under the form of the Eleusinian rites, and appearing to animate the Dio- 
nysian Masons. We have observed it in its speculative character among 
the worshippers of the true God in Judea, till the period when the union 
of operative and speculative Masonry took place at the building of the 
temple, from whence we date our present system. We have seen it sup- 
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porting the Jews in their captivity, end spreading by their means its be- 
nign influence towards the west, in the schools of Thales and Pythagoras ; 
and again reviving at ike restoration under Zernbb&bel, when a new and 
important addition was made to it ; finally pervading the system of the 
Essence, and often assisting in the preservation of the Christian professors. 
It remains that we trace it from this point to the present time, in which 
task some nicety will be repaired, as towards the latter part the informa- 
tion is very foil, and much therefore moat be omitted. 

In the reign of Theodosios, at the beginning of the fifth century, the 
Grecian mysteries, which had become corrupted and polluted by the gros- 
sest profligacy, were suppressed by an edict of the emperor ; yet they were 
still privately practised as late ss the eighth century, though many im- 
provements were made in them, and they were greatly freed from their 
impurities. Meantime, there is no doubt that operative Masonry flourished 
in many countries, though its connection with the speculative Freamasona 
is very questionable. In Britain, we are informed that Sfc. Alban, the first 
martyr for Christianity in this oountry, was a great patron of the Masons, 
and procured leave from the king or emperor Carausius for a general meet- 
ing or assembly to be held by them, and higher wages to be given them. 
But we have no good reason, I think, to believe that these Masons had 
much connection with our fraternity, nor that Freemasonry was introduced 
into Britain before the time of St Austin, who, with forty more monks, 
among whom the sciences were preserved, was commissioned by Pope Gre- 
gory to baptise Ethelbert, king of Kent About this time appeared thoee 
trading associations of architects who travelled over Europe, patronised 
by the See of Borne. The difficulty of obtaining expert workmen for the 
many pious works raised at that time in honour of religion made it pru- 
dent to encourage, by peculiar privileges, thoee bodies of men, who had 
devoted themselves to the study and practice of architecture. Accordingly 
they were allowed to have their own government without opposition, and 
no others were permitted to work on any building with which they were 
concerned. They were under regular command, divided into Lodges, with 
a Master and Wardens in each, and dwelt in an encampment near the 
building they were employed to erect. 

It is not in my power to trace the progress of these Lodges of Masons 
in any connected history, but I will proceed with the accounts we have of 
the Masons in England from the time of St. Austin. By them the old 
oathedral of Canterbury was built in 600 ; St. Paul’s, London, 604 ; and 
St. Peter’s Westminster, 605; with many others. In the year 680 some 
more expert brethren from France were formed into a Lodge, under the 
direction of Bennet, abbot of Wirral, who was appointed superintendant 
of the Masons by Kinred, king of Mercia. From this time, however, little 
is known of the fraternity, until the year 856, when St. Swithin was the 
superintendant, appointed by Ethelwolf, from whioh time it gradually im- 


Digitized by 


Google 



A rREXMASON’8 POCKET COMPANION. 


761 


proved till the year 872, when hing Alfred took the oommand of it. Upon 
his death, in 900, when Edward succeeded to the throne, and Ethred, 
prince of Mercia, patronised the society, Edward was succeeded, in 924, 
by his son, Athektan, whose brother, Edwin, procured from the king a 
charter for the Masons, by which they were empowered to meet annually 
in a general assembly, and to have power to regulate their own order. And, 
according to this charter, the first Grand Lodge of England met at York, 
in 926. But here it is to be remarked that the Grand Lodge is not to be 
understood as the same in those times that it is now ; it was not then re* 
strieted to the Masters and Wardens of private Lodges, bat was open to as 
many of the fraternity as eould attend : for, until late years, the Grand 
Lodge as now constituted did not exist, but there was bnt one family of 
Masons ; and any sufficient number of Masons met together, with the oon- 
sent of the civil magistrate, to practise the rites of Masonry, without war- 
rant of constitution as a Lodge. 

On the death of prinoe Edwin, Athektane himself presided over the 
Lodges ; but after his decease we know little of the state of the Masons 
in Britain, except that they were governed by Dunstan, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, m 960, and Edward the Confessor 1041. But in 1066 William 
the Conqueror appointed Gondulph, bkhop of Rochester, to preside over 
the society. In 1100 Henry the First patronised them : and in 1135, 
during the reign of Stephen, the society was under the command of Gil- 
bert de Clare, marquis of Pembroke. 

From the year 1155 to 1199, the fraternity was under the command of 
the Grand Master of the Knights Templars ; and this being the first op- 
portunity I have had of mentioning this singular order, I shall now leave 
the history of Masonry, striotly so called, for a time, and, as briefly as the 
interest of the subject will permit, relate the origin, progress, and perse- 
cution of this military society. This order, as well as that of the hospital* 
era, or knights of St. John, originated in the union of some monks and 
knights with the view to assist and protect the Christian pilgrims who 
visited the holy city. The Templars were founded in Syria, at the olose 
of the eleventh oentary, by Hugo de Pagenis, Geoffrey de St Omer, and 
a few other knights, avowedly for this purpose, and for the defenee of the 
holy sepulchre. But besides this object, which they ever continued to 
seek, shedding their best blood in defeooe of the religion they professed, 
there were other bonds which united them so strongly together, that the 
brethren of this order, on their admission, lost their individual character, 
aud seemed as it were to live for their soeiety and its objects alone. These 
knights were all Freemasons ; from some of the Syrian Christians who 
had yet retained the mysteries of the craft they received their initiation, 
and no one was admitted into the templars' society before he had been pre- 
pared by reception into the three degrees of Masonry. But the jealousy 
of the Roman pontiffs of any thing which was to be kept secret from them 
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was the bar to this motive of their meeting being avowed ; therefore, on 
der the protection of their pious charity and gallant bearing, they were 
enabled to continue the practice of their mysterious ceremonies undisturb- 
ed. The fact is undisputed, and indeed the templars hare been accused 
of Masonry, and Masons taunted with their descent from the knights. We 
glory in the charge; we are proud to think the hands of those zealous de- 
fenders of Christianity, than whom a more noble or gallant body of men 
were never linked together by the bonds of brotherhood, or persecuted by 
the bitterest malignity of avarice and jealousy. These were the men who, 
returning from the holy land, brought with them the true principles of 
Freemasonry, and, patronising the operative branch also, re-established the 
order on its true basis. It is not intended to assert that there was no specu- 
lative Masonry in Europe before this time ; the contrary has been express- 
ly declared, but the templars restored, in many particulars, parts of the 
ceremonies, which* had become corrupted, to their proper form. 

Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, who came to that throne in 1118, gave to 
the knights a part of the royal palace attached to the temple, as their resi- 
dence, and in 1128 the order was confirmed by tbp council of Troyes, and 
soon rose into great power and dignity. They came into England in the 
beginning of Stephen’s reign, and in 1155 we see them openly taking the 
patronage of the Masons. It is not my intention to proceed throughout 
the history of the crusades in this account of the templars, suffice it to say 
that a considerable body of them were engaged in the wars in Palestine, 
while the rest were established in their preceptories in different parts of 
Europe. But in the year 1291, the end of the last crusade arrived ; the 
spirit which had led kings and nobles to the holy land had nearly expired, 
for experience had shown the insecurity of any possessions there, and the 
lloman See no longer found it of advantage to encourage it In the year 
above named, the only place left to the Christians was Acre, which was 
strictly besieged by the Mamelukes, and vainly defended by the two Grand 
Masters of the templars and hospitalers. Peter de Beaujenx, commander 
of the former, was slain, and scarcely any of either order escaped from the 
massacre when the city was taken. Seven only of the hospitalers escaped 
and Bailed for Cyprus, and scarcely more of the templars, who had first 
taken refuge in the mountains, fled afterwards to the same island, where 
they were joined immediately by their brethren from every preceptory ia 
Europe. The pope in vain attempted to urge the nobles of Christendom 
to a new crusade, and at length finding all hope of the recovery of the 
holy land had vanished, the hospitalers took possession of Rhodes, and the 
templars, nnder their new Grand Master, Jaques de Molai, returned to ' 
their preceptories in Europe. 

Bat they soon had reason to repent of not having followed the example 
of the knights of St. John ; for they now were about to undergo a perse- 
cution, which, for the savage barbarity of the authors and the noble da- 
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portment of tbe sufferers, has perhaps do parallel in history. Philip the 
Fair, having already plundered the Jews, now cast his eyes upon the rich 
possessions of the templars ; his avarice was assisted also by revenge against 
them for the part they had taken with pope Boniface VIII. against him. 
It was necessary to find, however, some charges against them, and, as they 
were constituted by authority of a council, to have the same ecclesiastical 
authority for dissolving the order. Some of the knights were persuaded 
to make accusations against the order, of Mahometanism, treachery to the 
Christian cause, murder, and idolatry. These charges, when reported to 
the pope, Clement V., were pronounced by him to be incredible and impos- 
Bible ; yet he summoned the Grand Master, then in Cyprus, to France, to 
consult him on a proposed union between bis order and tbe hospitalers. — 
Molai obeyed, and in April, 1807, defended his order from the chargls.— 
But the intention of destroying them was evident, and he accordingly took 
measures for perpetuating the order in case of his decease. 

On the 18th of October, Philip, having arranged hie plans, ordered all 
the knights templars in France to be seized on the same day. They were 
accused of the different crimes, and examined by the grand inquisitor of 
Paris. Life, freedom, and fortune were promised to all who would accuse 
their brethren ; many died on the rack, refusing to confess any crimes ; 
many who survived were imprisoned for life ; but a few were induced, by 
the violence of the tortures, to confess. Clement was at first indignant at 
Philip acting thus, without the authority of the church, but was appeased, 
and the persecution continued. Molai himself, was tortured, and was afien* 
wards asserted to have confessed ; but when brought again before the coun- 
cil he denied absolutely the fact, nor could any torture again bring from 
him any thing derogatory to the character of the order. The conduct of 
other knights was most exemplary ; - appealing to the blood they had shed 
for the religion of Christ, and the purity of their lives. Some who had 
confessed partially under torture retracted their confessions, declaring tbe 
pains only had induced them to commit such a sin, and died at the stake, 
protesting the innocence of their order, and declaring their forced confes- 
sion had caused them more torture than the rack or the flames. 

The papal bull for inquiring into the conduct of the templars was exe- 
cuted with similar results in other parts of France ; but in other countries, 
except Italy, Sicily, and Provence, where the pope's influence was great,* 
they were honourably acquitted ; as in Cyprus, where they had long and 
often resided, in German^, and in Spain. In England, Philip had per- 
suaded Edward II., against his own conviction, to imprison the templars, 
to the number of two hundred or more, and in 1309 they were tried. — 
Most of them denied the foul charges brought against them, and William 
de la Moore, the grand prior, emulated the zeal of Molai in his defenee of 
the order. The charges could not be proved, yet the commissioners feared 
to acquit them ; and at length being threatened with the punishment of 
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heresy, many confessed this crime, and were absolved by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. Bat De la Moore, refusing to confess that of whioh he was 
not guilty, was confined for life, though the king allowed him a small pen- 
sion, and on his death, shortly after, caused it to be paid to his family. — 
The rest, after being some time imprisoned, were released before the coun- 
cil of Vienna met ia 1311. At this ecclesiastical assembly, after further 
investigation, and more cruelties practised on the unfortunate knights, the 
pope, in Mareh, 1312, read the bull dissolving the order, and excommuni- 
cating all who should hereafter join it. The estates were confiscated, 
part were seisecl by Philip, and the rest given to the order of St. John, 
after heavy sums had been paid to the Roman See. This persecution, 
' whioh lasted five yean and a half, at length received its finishing stroke by 
the death of Jaques de Molai, the Grand Master. This last scene of the 
mournful tragedy took plaoejn Mareh, 1313, when the Grand Master, Guy 
of Dauphiny, and two others, were brought before the commissioners on a 
scaffold, where a pile of wood was placed, and threatened with death, if 
they did not confirm the confessions said to have been extorted from them 
by former tortures. The other two confessed, but Molai and Guy steadily 
refused, and were the same day burnt,, the Grand Master protesting his in- 
nocence of every crime, except having charged his brethren with vioe. He 
died bearing testimony to the virtue of his order, and bitterly lamenting 
his former weakness. 

But the order was not abolished ; secretly it oootinued to exist, and still 
does exist, and has numbered among its commanders some of the noblest 
names in the history of Europe. In Scotland, where only two had been 
examined, it still privately flourished, as well as in France j and in the 
first-mentioned country this order, and the Masonry which it patronised, 
had a secure asylum amid the storms which desolated the continent. 

1 have thus at some length, though I trust not unneoeasarily, related the 
pnblio history tf the order of knights templars, and now return to the 
paint which I left of the history of Masonry in England. 

In 1199 Peter de Coleehurch was appointed Grand Master, and the so- 
ciety continued to increase and flourish in the successive reigns of Henry 
III., Edward I., Edward II., and Edward III. This last prince revised 
the constitutions of the order, and appointed deputies to superintend the 
fraternity, one of whom was William a Wykeham, afterwards bishop of 
Winchester. He continued Grand Master under the reign of Richard II., 
was succeeded by Thomas Fits Allen, Earl of Surrey, in Henry IV.’s 
reign and Henry V.’s accession, Chichely, arch-bishop of Canterbury, pre- 
sided over the society. We have records of a Lodge held at Canterbury, 
under his patronage, where Thomas Stapylton was Master, and the names 
of the Wardens and other brethren are given. This was in 1420, four 
years after an act of parliament, passed early iu the reign of Henry VI., 
** against the meetings of the society, which was caused by the enmity of car- 
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scrupulous brethren, and next year the duke of Montague was proposed 
for, and accepted the chair of Grand Master. 

Id the meantime the society continued to flourish in the north of Eng- 
land, unaffected by the temporary declension in the south ; and the gen- 
eral assembly or Grand Lodge met at York, as before, under the direction 
of Sir George Tempest and other gentlemen of that part of the country. 
For many years the most perfect harmony existed between the two Grand 
Lodges ; the northern, however, being distinguished by the title of the 
<Grand Lodge of all England , while the southern is only called the Grand 
Lodge of England . But this soon acquired great power and influence, 
while the other gradually declined. 

It is painful to be obliged to state that this harmony was soon interrup- 
ted by the imprudence of the Grand Lodge in London, who were accused 
of making some innovations in the order, and who, without proper inquiry, 
granted a warrant to a Lodge which had seceded from the Grand Lodge in 
York. A fresh cause of ooroplaint was affored in 1734, when Lord Craw- 
ford, Grand Master of the south, constituted two Lodges within the York 
district, and appointed Deputy Grand Masters in the north without the 
consent of the Grand Lodge in York. The consequence of this breach was 
that the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland refused to have communi- 
H cation with that in London, and this coolness continued for many years 

But a worse division than this took place in 1730, in the rise of the so- 
ciety calling themselves “ ancient Masons/ 1 from the following circum- 
stances. The Grand Lodge in London having passed some laws to discour- 
age irregular meetings of Masons, and having imprudently acquiesced in 
the measures adopted by the regular Masons to distinguish such as were 
initiated in irregular Lodges, the seceders, taking these measures as a pre- 
text, announced independency, and propagated an opinion that the ancient 
tenets of Masonry were deserted by the Grand Lodge, and that they only 
preserved the ancient customs. Therefore, de&ignating the regular Lodges 
as modem Masons, and calling themselves the ancient , they pretended to 
the sanction of the York constitution, and without any authority from that 
Grand Lodge, formed committees, held communications, and by these pre- 
texts gained the confidence of the Irish and Scotch Lodges, and the patron- 
age of many gentlemen unacquainted with the real circumstances. Pro- 
ceedings were taken against them in 1754, and in 1777 it was enacted, by 
the Grand Lodge, that those persons who met in the character of ancieut 
Masons, said to be then under the patronage of the duke of Athol, should 
not be encouraged by any regular Lodge, or visited by any regular Mason, 
under pain of expulsion. But this was not meant to apply to the Lodges 
of Ireland, Scotland, or foreign countries under their own Grand Lodges, 
nor to the Grand Lodge in York, whose independence was fully admitted 
by that in London. 

This unfortunate schism in the order continued, with many different cir- 
cumstances which I pass over, until the year 1810, when, on the prince of 
Wales becoming regent, and, in consequence, resigning the Grand Master 
ship, Bis Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex was elected in his stead. — 
Oue of the greatest wishes of the new Grand Master was to unite the so 
ciety again, and his good intentions were at length fulfilled, by the resig- 
nation of the office of Grand Master of the ancient Masons by the Duke 
of Athol, who had held it since 1772, and the election of the Duke of 
Kent, who had been under that constitution, and Who, on his installation 
professed his sole motive for accepting it was the hope of uniting the two 
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bodies of Masons. Accordingly, on tbe first of December, 1818, articles 
of union were agreed to, and signed by tbe two Grand Masters and the 
brethren whom each had chosen as.his counsellors on the occasion. And 
on the 27th of the same month this reunion was happily effected at Free* 
masons’ Hall, under the two Grand Masters, and tbe Grand Lodge of the 
united ancient free and accepted Masons of England constituted, and thd 
Duke of Sussex elected Grand Master. 

1 brought this branch of 9 the history to a conclusion before I took any 
notice of the other and more prosperous circumstances of the order which* 
happened in the meantime. This 1 shall now do, as briefly as may be, 
and subjoin at tbe end a list of the Grand Masters of England, compiled 
from Preston and Oliver. 

Iu 1726 the Masons of Wales attached themselves to t^e Grand Lodge 
of England, and the office of Provincial Master was instituted soon after. 
The society was introduced into India, in 1728, and tbe Grand Lodge of 
America constituted, by warrant from London, in 1786 ; and that of Hoi* 
land, at Hamburg, in the same year. In 1738 the Book of Constitutions 
was published ; the Grand Lodge of Prussia constituted under the Scotch 
constitution, and has ever sinoe flourished in that country ; and in 1774 
tbe Grand Lodge of Antigua was established by warrant from the Grand 
Lodge of England. 

Correspondence was opened with the Grand Lodge of France in 1768 ; 
with that of Holland in 1770 ; and that of Berlin in 1776. On the 1st 
of May, 1776, the foundation-stone of the Freemasons’ Hall was laid, and 
the building was opened and dedicated in solemn form on the 23d of May, 
1776, Lord Petre being then Grand Master. 

In 1779 a correspondence was established with the Grand Lodge of Ger- 
many ; and in 1782 an attempt was made to open one with those of Scot* 
land and Ireland ; this was not then effected, but in 1808 explanations 
were made to the Grand Lodge of Scotland regarding the schism in 
England, in consequence of which, two years after, the wished for union 
was accomplished. And in 1808 the same gratifying proposals were made 
from Ireland, and accepted with cordiality. Meantime the same brotherly 
communication bad been instituted with Sweden in 1799,andPrussia in 1806. 

While these friendly communications with foreign brethren wero going 
on, Masonio benevoleuce, ever privately exercised, had made a public ex- 
ertion in favour of the children of deceased brethren at home, in the estab- 
lishment of the charity for female children, in 1788 ; of the Masonic so- 
ciety for the relief of sick, lame, or distressed brethren, and their widows, 
children, or orphans, in 1799. Iu the year 1816 Freemasonry was revived 
in Russia, under tbe patronage of the Emperor, and communications for- 
warded from the Grand Lodge at St Petersburg to that iu London. 

My object in this part of the sketch of Masonry has been only to men- 
tion the public concerns of the order, and 1 have not therefore said any 
thing of the different buildings, processions, and dedications which occupy 
so large a part of Preston’s History. Those who are curious on these parts 
will find much interesting matter in that work, but to have inserted more than 
1 have done would have far passed the limits I have prescribed for myself. 

[A “ list of Grand Masters'’ in England, and a Chronology of interesting events 
in Masonry,*’ contained in the original are omitted in this volume not only for the want 
of space, but because they are contained in other books which we intend to publish. 
—Ed. Masonic Library.] 

TUX XN D. 
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